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[ GAVEL ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR | F WE CAN HAVE YOUR ATTENTI ON, WE' RE GO NG
TO BEG N THE MEETING ALL RIGHT. WE' RE GO NG TO CALL ON OUR

Dl RECTOR OF HEALTH SERVI CES, DR. TOM GARTHWAI TE, TO G VE US AN
OVERVI EW OF THE COUNTY' S RECOMVENDATI ON, AND THEN AFTER THAT
PO NT, WE WLL BEG N OUR PUBLI C TESTI MONY AND WE WLL GO
THROUGH THE GROUND RULES AT THAT PARTI CULAR PO NT FOR THE
TESTI MONY. MR GARTHWAI TE.

DR, THOVAS GARTHWAI TE: THANK YOQU, MR CHAI RVAN. | WANT TO MAKE
SI X ASSURANCES TO THE COMMUNI TY THAT LI VES HERE, THAT WORKS
HERE, AND TO THE PUBLI C AT LARGE REGARDI NG THE RECOVMENDATI ON
TO CLCSE TRAUVA AT KI NG DREW MEDI CAL CENTER. FI RST, THE

RESI DENTS OF THIS COVMUNI TY W LL CONTI NUE TO GET CARE AT THE
SAME LEVEL. FOR THE | NDI VI DUALS WHO MAKE THE 47,000 VI SITS PER
YEAR TO THE EMERGENCY AT KI NG THI NGS WLL NOT CHANGE. THE
EMERGENCY ROOM W LL REMAIN OPEN. I T WLL CONTI NUE TO TREAT

PATI ENTS FOR HEART ATTACKS, FOR ASTHVA, GALL STONES,

I NFECTI ONS, AND M NOR TRAUMAS, | NCLUDI NG BROKEN BONES, CUTS,
AND EVEN SOVE GUNSHOT WOUNDS. | N FACT, W THOUT THE STRESS OF
THE TRAUMA PATI ENTS THEI R WAI TS MAY DECREASE. THOSE

I NDI VI DUALS WHO MEET TRAUMA CRI TERI A, THOSE SUFFERI NG FROM
GUNSHOT WOUNDS TO THE CHEST, TO THE ABDOVEN, A BLOW TO THE
HEAD THAT RESULTS IN A LOSS OF CONSClI QUSNESS, OR THE VI CTI M OF
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1 A SERI QUS CAR ACCI DENT WLL BE TAKEN TO A TRAUMA CENTER IN A
2 HOSPI TAL THAT IS NOT' AS UNSTABLE AS KING | S TODAY.

4 AUDI ENCE: (BOO NG). [ GAVEL CONTI NUES ]

6 DR THOVAS GARTHWAI TE: THE SECOND - -

8 SUP. KNABE, CHAI R PLEASE!

10 DR THOVAS GARTHWAI TE: THE SECOND, CLOSI NG TRAUMA | S NECESSARY
11 AND IS BEI NG DONE TO SAVE THE HOSPI TAL. THE RECOVMENDATI ON TO
12 CLOSE TRAUMA AT KING I'S MADE TO | MPROVE PATI ENT SAFETY AND NOT
13 TO SAVE MONEY. KI NG DREW MEDI CAL CENTER MUST MEET THE

14  STANDARDS AND CONDI TI ONS | MPOSED BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT' S
15  MEDI CARE AND MEDI CAI D PROGRAMS AND BY THE JO NT COWM SSI ON ON
16 THE ACCREDI TATI ON OF HEALTHCARE ORGANI ZATI ONS, KNOMWN AS

17 J.C A HO MILTIPLE | NSPECTI ONS BY THESE REGULATORS OVER THE
18 PAST THREE YEARS DEMONSTRATE THAT KI NG DREW DCES NOT

19  CONSI STENTLY MEET ENOUGH OF THESE STANDARDS. VWHI LE PROGRESS | S
20 BEING MADE I N ADHERI NG TO THESE STANDARDS, THE REGULATORS AND
21  WE AGREE THAT ADDI Tl ONAL | MPROVEMENTS MUST BE ACCOMPLI SHED.

22 ADDI TI ONALLY, THE SEVERE SHORTAGE OF NURSES I N CRI TI CAL AREAS,
ESPECI ALLY | NTENSI VE CARE UNI TS, MAKES I T DI FFI CULT, | F NOT

| MPCSSI BLE, TO SI MULTANEQUSLY CARE FOR CRI Tl CALLY | LL PATI ENTS
AND FI X ACCREDI TATI ON | SSUES. VH LE YOU W LL HEAR MANY
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1 I NDI VI DUALS ARGUE AGAI NST CLCSI NG THE TRAUVA CENTER, YOU W LL
2  HEAR VERY FEW | F ANY, ALTERNATIVE ACTI ONS THAT W LL

3 DECOVWPRESS THE HOSPI TAL AND ALLOWIT TO RECOVER. YOU W LL NOW
4  ALSO NOT FI ND ANYONE W LLI NG TO TAKE PERSONAL RESPONSI BI LI TY

5 FOR THE SAFETY OF TRAUMA PATI ENTS TAKEN TO KI NG DREW AS THE

6 BOARD AND | ARE REQUI RED TO DO THI RD, THERE IS NO | NTENTI ON

7 TO CLOSE KI NG DREW MEDI CAL CENTER. HERE ARE SOME OF THE

8 EFFORTS THAT THE BOARD AND DEPARTMENT HAVE MADE TO FI X

9 PROBLEMS AT KI NG DREW AND TO KEEP KI NG DREW OPEN. TEAMS OF

10 DEPARTMENT MANAGERS HAVE BEEN ASS|I GNED TO KI NG DREW FOR OVER A
11 YEAR TO FI X VARI QUS PROBLEMs. THE BOARD AUGVENTED KI NG DREW S
12 BUDGET AND DELAYED ADDI TI ONAL EFFI Cl ENCY REDUCTI ONS. THE BQARD
13 H RED THE CAMDEN GROUP TO PROVI DE NURSI NG LEADERSHI P AND

14  NURSI NG ASSESSMENTS. THE TELEMETRY UNI T WAS CLOSED, REBUI LT

15 AND IS NOW REOPENED AS A MODEL OF WHAT MUST BE DONE THROUGHOUT
16 THE FACI LI TY. AN EXTENSI VE REMODELI NG OF THE FI RST OF SEVERAL
17 PSYCHI ATRI C WARDS | S NEARI NG COVPLETI ON. THE DEPARTMENT

18 | NVESTED $5 M LLION I N | MPROVEMENTS TO THE MEDI CAL BUI LDI NG - -
19 THE MEDI CAL CENTER BUI LDI NG | TSELF. THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL
20 HEALTH SERVI CES HAS EXTENDED THE HOURS OF THE PSYCH CLINIC TO
21 I NCLUDE NI GHTS AND WEEKENDS TO RELI EVE STRESS ON THEI R

22 PSYCHI ATRI C EMERGENCY ROOM THE CONSTRUCTI ON OF THE WOVAN' S
CENTER I'S NEARI NG COVPLETI ON. THE BOARD APPROVED RATES TO
ALLOW KI NG DREW TO H RE REG STRY AND TRAVELI NG NURSES TO KEEP
BEDS OPEN. THE BOARD SI GNED A CONTRACT W TH THE CENTERS FOR
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1 MEDI CARE AND MEDI CAlI D SERVI CES AND NAVI GANT CONSULTI NG TO
2 MAINTAIN PUBLI C FUNDI NG OF OVER $200 M LLION. THE BOARD S LAST
3 BEST FI NAL NURSI NG CONTRACT OFFER TO THE UNI ON | NCLUDES A 10%
4 PREM UM FOR WORKI NG AT KI NG DREW SO I T CAN REBUI LD THE NURSI NG
5 SERVICE AT KING THE BOARD ENLI STED FORMER SURGEON GENERAL
6 DAVID SATCHER TO HEAD A TASK FORCE TO RECOMVEND | MPROVEMENTS
7 TO EDUCATI ONAL PROGRAM AND THE BOARD RENEWED HI S CONTRACT W TH
8 DREW UN VERSI TY FOR RESI DENCY TRAI NI NG THESE ARE NOT THE
9 ACTIONS OF A BOARD OR A DEPARTMENT | NTERESTED | N CLCSI NG A
10 HOSPI TAL; THESE ARE THE ACTI ONS OF THOSE IN A POSI TI ON OF
11 AUTHORI TY AND RESPONSI BI LI TY TRYI NG HARD TO FI X | T. FOURTH,
12 PRE-HOSPI TAL TI ME AND HCOSPI TAL RESPONSI VENESS ARE BOTH
13 | MPORTANT TO TRAUVA PATI ENTS. THE DEPARTMENT HAS RECENTLY
14  CONCLUDED NEGOTI ATI ONS W TH CALI FORNI A HOSPI TAL TO JO N THE
15  TRAUVA NETWORK. WE HAVE EXAM NED THE PRE- HOSPI TAL TRAVEL TI MES
16 | F KING DREWWERE OQUT OF THE TRAUVA NETWORK AND | F CALI FORNI A
17 VERE INIT. OF THE | NJURED PATI ENTS WHO W LL TRAVEL FURTHER,
18 ONLY .3 TO .6% HAVE CRITI CAL, TIME CRITICAL | NJURIES. VWH LE
19 THERE IS NO WAY TO DETERM NE VHI CH | F ANY OF THEM W LL HAVE A
20 WORSE OQUTCOVE DUE TO A LONGER PRE- HOSPI TALI ZATI ON TI ME, WE DO
21 KNOW THAT THEY W LL BE TAKEN TO A TRAUVA CENTER IN A FACILITY
22 THAT IS MORE LI KELY TO BE ABLE TO RESPOND AFTER THEY ARRI VE.
FURTHER, THE MAJORI TY OF PATIENTS W LL NOT TRAVEL FURTHER AND
MANY W LL ACTUALLY TRAVEL A SHORTER DI STANCE. ULTI MATELY -- [
| NTERJECTI ONS ]

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
6




The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

November 15, 2004

The Meeting Transcript of

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

DR THOVAS GARTHWAI TE: ULTI MATELY, THE GETTI NG THE PATI ENT TO
A HOSPI TAL THAT |'S FAST AND CAPABLE OF PROVI DI NG | MVEDI ATE
DEFI NI TI VE CARE | S THE FUNDAMENTAL GOAL OF A TRAUVA SYSTEM

FI FTH, WE NEED OQUR STAFF. EVEN | F THE TRAUVA UNI T CLOSES, WE
W LL CONTI NUE TO NEED EVERY CAPABLE NURSE, PHARMACI ST,

RESPI RATORY THERAPI ST, AND ALL OTHER CLI NI CAL STAFF, SUPPORT
STAFF I N THE HOSPI TAL. WE REMAI N SHORT- STAFFED AND MUST HI RE
PERVANENT STAFF | F WE ARE TO FI X THE HOSPI TAL FOR THE LONG
TERM AND FI NALLY, SI X, THE FUTURE IS OURS TO RI GHT. WHI LE THE
KI NG DREW MEDI CAL CENTER | S STRUGGE.I NG TODAY, | TS FUTURE CAN
AND MUST BE BRI GHT. | RECOMMENDED THI S CLOSURE FOR TWO VERY

| MPORTANT REASONS. FI RST, W THOUT CLOSI NG TRAUVA, WE CANNOT
ASSURE THAT PATI ENTS W LL BE SAFE OR THAT FUNDAMENTAL HOSPI TAL
STANDARDS CAN BE MET. SECOND, | F STANDARDS CANNOT BE MET, THE
HOSPI TAL | TSELF |'S I N JEOPARDY OF CLOSI NG, AND THAT |'S NOT
ACCEPTABLE. THI S HOSPI TAL REMAINS CRI TI CAL TO THI S COVMUNI TY.
LET'S ALL WORK TOGETHER TO FI X THE UNDERLYI NG PROBLEMS AT THI S
CENTER AND IN THI'S COWUNI TY. THERE |'S PLENTY OF WORK TO BE
DONE. 1'D NOW LI KE TO I NTRODUCE TO YOU ASSI STANT FI RE CHI EF,

M KE METRO, OF THE L. A. COUNTY FI RE DEPARTMENT, WHO HAS

REVI EWED OUR PLANS AND W LL PROVI DE HI S COVMENTS.

M KE METRO. LOS ANGELES COUNTY FI RE DEPARTMENT |'S ONE OF THE
KEY PROVI DERS OF PRE- HOSPI TAL CARE I N AND AROUND THE AREA COF
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1 KI NG DREW MEDI CAL CENTER, SO WE UNDERSTAND THE | MPORTANCE OF
2 TH'S FACILITY TO THE COVWUNI TY. WE ALSO UNDERSTAND THAT | F THE
3 TRAUVA AT KI NG DREW CLCSES, THERE W LL BE AN | MPACT TO OUR

4  ORGANI ZATI ON AND LONGER TRANSPORT Tl MES FOR SOVE TRAUNVA

5 PATI ENTS AND AN | NCREASED TI ME THAT OUR PARAMEDI C UNI TS W LL

6 BE QUT OF SERVI CE. WE ALSO UNDERSTAND THAT THE KEY | SSUE | N

7 ALL OF THIS IS TREATI NG A PATI ENT WHO HAS SUFFERED A

8 SI GNI FI CANT TRAUMATI C I NJURY, |S GETTI NG THE PATI ENT TO THE

9 HOSPI TAL, WHICH IS THE MOST APPROPRI ATELY EQUI PPED AND STAFFED
10 TO HANDLE THAT PATIENT'S I NDURY THE FI RST TI ME. THAT' S KEY.

11 SHOULD THE CLOSURE OF KI NG DREW S TRAUVA CENTER BE NECESSARY,
12 THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY FI RE DEPARTMENT W LL GET THE PATI ENT TO
13 THE NEAREST TRAUMA CENTER, FULFILLI NG OQUR COW TMENT TO THE

14 CITIZENS OF SOUTH LOS ANGELES WHO HAVE PLACED THEIR TRUST I N
15 US ALL. WE UNDERSTAND THAT THERE ARE CHALLENGES FACI NG KI NG

16 DREW MEDI CAL CENTER. THE PROPOSED CLOSURE OF THE TRAUVA CENTER
17 WLL HAVE AN | MPACT TO THE L. A. COUNTY FI RE DEPARTMENT AND

18 OTHER E. M S. PROVI DERS, BUT WE ALSO REALI ZE THAT | F THE

19 CHALLENGES OF KI NG DREW ARE NOT' MET AND THE E. R WERE TO

20 CLOSE, THAT | MPACT WOULD AFFECT 45, 000 PATI ENTS ANNUALLY

21 I NSTEAD OF THE 1, 800 PATI ENTS THAT ARE TRAUMATI CALLY | NJURED,
22 AND THAT WOULD BE DEVASTATI NG TO THE PRE- HOSPI TAL CARE SYSTEM
AND THIS COMVUNI TY. THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]
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1 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR WE' RE GOING TO -- SEE, THE REASON WE' RE
2 HERE TODAY |'S TO HAVE THE PUBLI C TESTI MONY. AS | MENTI ONED I N
3 MY OPENI NG COMMENTS, WE ARE GO NG TO SHOW THE COURTESY TO

4 THOSE ELECTED OFFI Cl ALS AND SOVE COVMUNI TY LEADERS THAT ARE

5 HERE, TO ALLOW THEM TO GO FI RST I N THEI R TESTI MONY, AND THEN

6 WE WLL OPEN I T UP TO OTHER MEMBERS OF THE PUBLI C. | N THAT

7 TESTI MONY, VE WOULD APPRECI ATE | F, YOU KNOW BECAUSE, THERE' S
8 A LOT OF FOLKS, TH S IS JUST THE BEG NNI NG OF THE STACK, |F WE
9 COULD, YOU KNOW KEEP THE TESTI MONY PER PERSON BETWEEN ONE AND
10 TWO M NUTES MAXI MUM SO WE CAN GET EVERYONE | N TODAY TO ALLOW
11 THEM WE KNOW THAT A LOT OF THE TESTI MONY WLL BE | N REGARDS
12 TO OUR SI TUATI ON HERE, AND | KNOW THAT THE MAJORI TY OF THE

13 TESTI MONY WON' T BE THAT WE' RE DO NG THE RI GHT THING, SO WE

14 WOULD APPRECI ATE YOUR -- WE APPRECI ATE YOUR COOPERATI ON. SO,

15 FIRST OF ALL, |F | COULD CALL ON THE HONORABLE MAXI NE WATERS
16 TO TESTIFY, AND FOLLOW-- [ ENTHUSI ASTI C CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]
17 [ GAVEL ]

18

19 MAXI NE WATERS: THANK YOU VERY MJUCH. |' M DELI GHTED TO BE HERE,
20 AND THANK YOU FOR HOSTING THI S HEARI NG HOWEVER, WE' VE GOT A
21 PROBLEM RATHER THAN TRY TO SQUEEZE MY TESTI MONY | NTO ONE OR
22 TWDO M NUTES, | WOULD LIKE TO ASK | F ONE OF YOU WOULD
RESPECTFULLY PASS A MOTI ON TO EXTEND THI S HEARI NG FOR ANOTHER
THREE HOURS UNTIL 9:00 THI'S EVENING [ APPLAUSE ]
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1 MAXI NE WATERS: BECAUSE THREE HOURS | S JUST NOT SUFFI ClI ENT.
2 THIS IS A HUGE | SSUE, AND WE KNOW THAT YOQU HAVE A VOTE THAT
3 YOU LL BE TAKI NG TOVORROW AND VWV WOULD LI KE VERY MJCH TO

4 EXTEND THE TI ME. WOULD YOU PLEASE DO THAT FOR US?

6 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR | -- | DON T -- [ |INTERJECTI ONS ]

8 SUP. KNABE, CHAI R CONGRESSWOMAN WATERS -- EXCUSE ME. BEFORE

9 WE GET, YOU KNOW OUT OF CONTROL HERE, | SAID THAT IF -- WE RE
10 GO NG TO TRY TO GET EVERYONE I N, AND | F THAT MEANS EXTENDI NG
11 THE HEARING WE W LL, OKAY, AND WE' RE NOT TAKI NG A VOTE

12 TOMORROW THE SOONEST THE VOTE WOULD BE TAKEN WOULD BE

13 PROBABLY A VWEEK FROM TOMORROW BECAUSE OF THE | NPUT WE GET

14 TODAY, THE DEPARTMENT' S GO NG TO HAVE TO RESPOND TO THOSE

15  CONCERNS THAT HAVE BEEN RAI SED, TO THE QUESTI ONS THAT HAVE

16 BEEN RAI SED, SO THERE W LL BE NO ACTI ON El THER TAKEN TH S

17 EVENI NG OR TOMORROW AND THE EARLI EST WOULD BE THE 23RD OF

18 NOVEMBER.

19

20 MAXI NE WATERS: |' M SORRY.

21

22 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR SO AS FAR AS THE TESTI MONY TCDAY, |F WE CAN
GET EVERYONE IN, AND | T LOCKS LI KE WHEN WE HI T 6: 00 O CLOCK,
THAT WE CAN GET ANOTHER FEW HOURS AND GET EVERYONE I N, THAT'S
FI NE.

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
10




The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

November 15, 2004

The Meeting Transcript of

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

MAXI NE WATERS: | APPRECI ATE | T. SUPERVI SOR KNABE, | GUESS |'M
M XED UP. | UNDERSTAND THAT ON THE AGENDA TOMORROW YOU W LL BE
VOTI NG ON WHETHER OR NOT YOU ARE GO NG TO ACCEPT OUR SUPPORT

OR VOTE | N CALI FORNI A HOSPI TAL TRAUVA CENTER. | S THAT CORRECT?

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THAT'S CORRECT. AS IT RELATES TO CALI FORNI A
ONLY.

MAXI NE WATERS: HOAEVER, SIR, |IT IS CONNECTED TO THE | SSUE THAT
WE ARE CONCERNED ABQUT -- [ APPLAUSE ]

MAXI NE WATERS: BECAUSE -- [ GAVEL ]

MAXI NE WATERS: AND | THI NK WE HAVE TO BE CLEAR ABQUT THI S. AS
| UNDERSTAND I T, CALI FORNI A HOSPI TAL -- TRAUVA CENTER HAS BEEN
ORGANI ZED, A BRAND- NEW TRAUMA CENTER, BU LT AND CREATED, AND
ONE OF ITS RESPONSI BI LI TITES WLL BE TO ACCEPT THE TRAUNA

PATI ENTS FROM KI NG HOSPI TAL. THAT |'S FACTORED | NTO THE REVENUE
THAT THEY EXPECT IN ORDER TO RUN THE CENTER. 1S THAT CORRECT?

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR | T COULD BE. [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R OKAY, | MEAN, |'LL ASK THE DEPARTMENT TO
RESPOND TO I T. THE PO NT BEING I S WVHETHER OR NOT' THE VOTE TO
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1 CLOSE KI NG DREW TRAUMA OR NOT TO CLOSE | T, OBVI QUSLY WE NEED
2 ADDI TI ONAL HGOSPI TALS | NTO THE TRAUVA NETWORK.

4 NMAXINE WATERS: YOU CERTAINLY DO, AND |'M NOT' OPPOSED TO

5 CALI FORNI A HAVI NG A TRAUVA CENTER, BUT WHAT |I'M ASKI NG YQU | S
6 TH'S: AS | UNDERSTAND | T, THEY HAVE NEGOTI ATED W TH YOU AND

7 THE TRAUVA NETWORK FOR A PARTI CULAR FEAT THAT YOU W LL PAY FOR
8 THE UNI NSURED, ET CETERA, AND | ALSO UNDERSTAND YOU HAVE A

9 SEPARATE POT OF MONEY THEY | NSI STED ON BECAUSE I T COSTS MORE
10 MONEY, THEY THINK, I N ORDER TO RUN TH S OPERATI ON. SO VWHEN YQU
11 VOTE TO BRI NG THEM I NTO THE SYSTEM YOU RE VOTI NG TO PAY THEM
12 NOT ONLY THE FEES THAT HAVE BEEN NEGOTI ATED, BUT OQUT OF TH S
13 ADDI TI ONAL POT OF MONEY BECAUSE THEY HAVE SAI D THEY CAN T DO
14 TH' S FOR THE SAVE AMOUNT OF MONEY THAT YQU PAY TO KI NG TO DO
15 TH' S WORK. SO VWHEN YQU VOTE THEM I N, YOU RE ALSO | N ESSENCE

16 VOTI NG QUT SOVE OF THE RESCURCES THAT WE WOULD USE FOR KI NG

17 FOR TRAUVA CENTER [ APPLAUSE ]

18

19 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THE EXTRA POT OF MONEY THAT YOU RE

20 REFERRING TO I S MEASURE B DOLLARS WHI CH | S PASSED BY THE

21 VOTERS COUNTY-WDE. [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

22

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR | N ADDI TION AS I T RELATES TO THE CALI FORNI A
APPLI CATI ON FOR TRAUVA SERVI CE TO THE COUNTY, THAT APPLI CATI ON
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1 HAS BEEN IN THE PROCESS, AND |'LL ASK THE DEPARTMENT TO
2 RESPOND, BUT | UNDERSTAND THAT FI VE, SI X MONTHS AGO.

4 DR THOVAS GARTHWAI TE: RI GHT, CALI FORNI A HAS BEEN CONSI DERI NG
5 REENTERI NG THE TRAUVA NETWORK FOR A LONG PERI QD -- |
6 | NTERJECTI ONS ]

8 DR THOVAS GARTHWAI TE: THERE WE GO. CALI FORNI A HOSPI TAL HAS

9 BEEN CONSI DERI NG REENTERI NG THE TRAUVA NETWORK FOR AT LEAST

10 SI X MONTHS OR LONGER, AS THE SUPERVI SOR SAID. WE I N FACT PAID
11 KING SI GNI FI CANTLY MORE THAN ANY OTHER -- ALL OF THE COUNTY

12 HOSPI TALS, | SHOULD SAY, WE PAY ALL OUR COUNTY HOSPI TALS

13 SI GNI FI CANTLY MORE THAN THE PRI VATE HOSPI TALS TO HANDLE TRAUNVA
14  PATI ENTS BECAUSE WE PROVI DE Sl GNI FI CANT FUNDI NG FOR THE

15 UNI NSURED THEMSELVES. WE CAN ALSO REDRAW THE BOUNDARI ES AND TO
16 BRI NG CALI FORNI A | NTO THE TRAUMA CENTER | F KI NG STAYS I N. SO
17 | T DOES NOT PRECLUDE US BRI NG NG -- BRI NG NG CALI FORNI A | NTO
18  THE TRAUMA NETWORK DCOES NOT PRECLUDE US DRAW NG THE BOUNDARI ES
19 DI FFERENTLY, PROVI DI NG THEM THE PATI ENTS, TO BRI NG THEM | NTO
20 THE TRAUMA CENTER AND KEEPI NG KI NG OPEN | F THAT' S I N ORDER

21

22 MAXI NE WATERS: MR GARTHWAI TE, | UNDERSTAND THAT YOU PAY YOUR
PRI VATE TRAVEL PROVI DERS MORE THAN YQU PAY THE COUNTY, JUST
THE OPPCSI TE OF WHAT YQU SAI D, NUMBER ONE.
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DR THOVAS GARTHWAI TE: NO

MAXI NE WATERS: NUMBER TWO, YOU VE ALREADY CHANGED THE

BOUNDARI ES TO | NCLUDE PART OF THE POPULATI ON FROM KI NG | NTO

THE CALI FORNI A TRAUVA AREA, AND I N ADDI TI ON TO THE POT OF

MONEY, THE EXTRA POT OF MONEY THAT YOQU VE SET ASI DE TO

COMPENSATE THEM THEI R RATES ARE Hl GHER THAN THE ONES YOU W\ERE

PAYI NG AT KI NG

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R CKAY.

DR. THOVAS GARTHWAI TE: VELL, NO. [ | NTERJECTIONS | [ GAVEL ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR PLEASE, | -- | COULD --

SUP. YAROCSLAVSKY: MR CHAI RVAN - -

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R CONGRESSWOVAN WATER

SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: MR, CHAI RVAN.

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR | F YOU JUST WANT TO GO AHEAD AND PROVI DE
YOUR TESTI MONY, AND THEN WE' LL -- [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]
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1 MAXINE WATERS: WELL, | REALLY DO -- AND | REALLY DO WANT TO BE
2 COOPERATI VE. HOWEVER, LADI ES AND GENTLEMEN, | DON T WANT YOU
3 TO TH NK THAT YOU CAN COME HERE W TH A PERFUNCTORY HEARI NG

4 WHERE WVE WLL -- YOU RE PEOPLE THAT | WORK W TH, YOU RE PEOPLE
5 THAT | KNON AND | F YOU SAWTHI S AS A BEI LENSON HEARI NG, \HERE
6 YOU COULD COME AND RUN US THROUGH ONE M NUTE AT A TI ME WHEN

7 YOU VE GOT THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE OUTSI DE ORGANI ZED TO SAVE THI S
8 TRAUMA CENTER THEN I T JUST CAN T WORK THAT WAY, AND IT IS

9 | MPORTANT THAT THOSE OF US WHO KNOW A LI TTLE BI T MORE ABOUT

10 VHAT YOU RE DO NG HAVE TO UNFOLD I T SO THAT | DON T GET UP

11 HERE IN ONE M NUTE AND JUST SAY SOMVETHI NG WE HAVE TO MAKE

12 SENSE OUT OF TH'S, AND MAKI NG SENSE OUT OF THI S GOES LI KE

13 TH'S, COVM SSI ON -- SUPERVI SOR KNABE, | T GOES LIKE THI'S. FIRST
14 OF ALL, WE JUST ABSOLUTELY OPPOSE CLOSURE OF THI'S TRAUMA

15 CENTER [ APPLAUSE ]

16

17 MAXI NE WATERS: WE CAME HERE TO OPPOSE IT. IT IS NOT THAT WE RE
18 SIMPLY EMOTI ONAL ABOUT THI'S. WE VE EXAM NED THE REASONS THAT
19 ARE G VEN BY MR GARTHWAI TE. THI'S SO CALLED DESCRI PTI ON OF

20 DECOMPRESSI ON DOES NOT COMPUTE. | T DOES NOT COMPUTE BECAUSE

21 WHAT HE DIDN T TELL US WERE THESE KINDS OF THINGS. HE DIDN T
22 SAY, "WELL, |F WE CLOSE THE TRAUMA CENTER, WE HAVE "X' NUVBER
OF NURSES THAT WE' RE GOING TO DO TH'S WTH, WE VE GOT "X
NUVBER OF DOCTORS AND THI S | S HOW WE' RE GOl NG TO BETTER

UTI LI ZE THEM WE RE GO NG TO OPEN UP OTHER UNI TS THAT HAVE

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
15




The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

November 15, 2004

The Meeting Transcript of

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

BEEN CLOSED. " AS A MATTER OF FACT, THE TRAUVA CENTER HAS BEEN
UNDERSTAFFED FOR SO LONG UNTIL I'T I'S NOT PROPER TO TALK ABOUT
DECOVMPRESSI NG TO MAKE THI NGS WORK BETTER. DO YOU KNOW AND
PERHAPS YOU DON' T KNOW YOU ONLY HAVE TWO NURSES WHO COLLECT
DATA I N THE TRAUVA CENTER, KEEPI NG UP W TH EVERYTHI NG THAT
GCES ON? DO YOU KNOW HOW MANY COUNTY U. S. C. HAVE? THEY HAVE
NI NE WHO DO THE JOB. |' M NOT TALKI NG ABOQUT TWO NURSES PER

SH FT. |I'M TALKI NG ABOUT TWO NURSES, PERI CD, 24 HOURS A DAY.
THAT' S ONE OF THE PROBLEMS W TH WHAT WE' RE DO NG, I N ADDI Tl ON
TO THAT, MR GARTHWAI TE, YOU HAVEN T TOLD US WHY CALI FORNI A
HOSPI TAL CAN DO THI' S JOB BETTER THAN KI NG YOU HAVE NOT
EVALUATED THEM -- [ APPLAUSE ]

MAXI NE WATERS: -- YOU HAVE NOT PRESENTED THI 'S BOARD W TH AN
EVALUATI ON OF THE COMPETENCI ES OF THE DOCTORS | N THE TRAUMA
CENTER THAT W LL BE PROVI DI NG THE SERVI CES THAT SOME OF OUR
DOCTORS HAVE BEEN DO NG FOR 15 OR 20 YEARS. SO WHEN | SAY TO
YOU, AND | REALLY DON' T WANT TO MAKE YOU ANGRY, BUT WHAT | SAY
TO YOU I T'S | MPOSSI BLE FOR US TO DO THI'S IN A M NUTE BECAUSE
THERE' S SO MUCH | NFORMATI ON THAT |'S NOT BEFORE US. MR
GARTHWAI TE, YOU KNOW GETS WHATEVER TI ME HE GETS, BUT, YOU
KNON HE IS THE ONE THAT' S BEEN I N CHARGE OF THI'S MESS FOR
OVER THE LAST YEAR [ ENTHUSI ASTI C CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ] |
GAVEL ]
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1 MAXI NE WATERS: AND VWH LE YOU HAVE ALL OF THE COVPLAI NT ABOUT
2 THE NURSES, THOSE TRAVELI NG AND CONTRACT NURSES THAT YOU HAVE,
3 AFTER YOU CASCADED QUT NURSES THAT HAD 10 AND 15 YEARS VWHO

4 COST US ALL OF THI'S MONEY THAT SOVE OF YOU ARE COVPLAI NI NG

5 ABQUT BECAUSE YOU SAY THEY DON T SPEAK ENGLI SH, ET CETERA, H S
6 CAMDEN GROUP HI RED THEM ALL UNDER HI S SUPERVI SI ON AND HI S

7  DIRECTI ON. [ ENTHUSI ASTI C CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

9 MAXINE WATERS: AND SO HE HAS NOT ACCEPTED RESPONSI BI LI TY. HE
10 TOOK OVER THE MANAGEMENT. AS THE KI DS SAY | N THE NEI GHBORHOOD,
11 HE' S THE SHOT CALLER ON ALL OF THIS. [ APPLAUSE ]

12

13 MAXI NE WATERS: HE TOOK OVER ALL OF THE MANAGEMENT, CAMDEN

14 GROUP IS HS. WE ARE OPPOSED TO THE CLOSURE OF THE TRAUVA

15 CENTER. WE DON T THI NK YOU VE BEEN PROVI DED W TH ALL OF THE

16 | NFORMATI ON. AND LET ME SAY THAT WE ARE VERY PAI NED ABOUT THE
17 DI VERSI ON OF THE AMBULANCES FROM KING THI S WAS A SETUP TO

18  PROVE -- VELL FIRST OF ALL, YOU HAVE VI OLATED BEI LENSON I N

19 ALLOWN NG THE DI VERSI ON TO TAKE PLACE BECAUSE YOU HAVE REDUCED
20 THE SERVI CES AND YOU DIDN T TELL US ABOUT I T. NUMBER TWO,

21 NUMBER TWO, I T'S A SETUP, BECAUSE VWHAT MR, GARTHWAI TE AND MR
22 LEAF SET OQUT TO DO WAS TO PROVE I N THE DARK OF NI GHT THAT THEY
COULD DI VERT THESE AMBULANCES AND THEN THEY' RE GO NG TO COVE
BACK AND SAY, "SEE, NOBCDY DI ED." OR "THE TRAVEL TI ME WAS NOT
SO BAD. " AND SO WHAT THEY HAVE DONE IS, AGAIN, THEY' RE UP TO

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
17




The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

November 15, 2004

The Meeting Transcript of

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

PUTTI NG TOGETHER | NFORVATI ON THAT REALLY DOES NOT COVPUTE
VELL. NOW ON THI S Dl VERSI ON, WHAT THEY DON' T TELL YQU ALSO | S
I TS NOTI JUST THE AMBULANCES THAT BRI NG PECPLE | N TRAUVA TO
THE TRAUVA BAY. FOLKS DROP PECPLE OFF I N CARS. AS A MATTER OF
FACT, IF YOU TALK TO THE DOCTORS, THEY W LL TELL YOQU I T WAS
JUST A FEW DAYS AGO THAT A MAN SHOT | N THE HEAD WALKED | NTO
THE TRAUVA CENTER, AND SO DON T JUST COUNT THE NUMBERS | N THE
AMBULANCES. WE' RE SAYING THIS, AND I' M LOOKI NG AT -- |'M

LOOKI NG AT -- AND MR YAROSLAVSKY, YOU KNOW A LOT ABOUT THI S,
YOU VWERE | N THE FOREFRONT OF PUSHI NG PROPOSI TI ON B, YOU WANTED
TO EXPAND THE TRAUMA CENTERS, YOU WANTED TO MAKE SURE WE
STRENGTHENED THE TRAUVA NETWORK. VWHEN | LOOK AT SECTI ON 3 AND
| T TALKS ABOUT MAI NTAI NI NG ALL ASPECTS OF THE COUNTY- W DE
SYSTEM OF TRAUVA CENTERS TO EXPAND THE SYSTEM TO COVER ALL
AREAS OF THE COUNTY, TO PROVI DE FI NANCI AL | NCENTI VES, TO KEEP
EXI STI NG EXI STI NG TRAUVA CENTERS W THI N THE SYSTEM TO PAY
FOR THE COST OF TRAUVA CENTERS, | NCLUDI NG PHYSI CIl AN AND OTHER
PERSONNEL COST, TO DEFRAY ADM NI STRATI VE EXPENSES RELATED TO
THE FOREGO NG | NCLUDI NG THE PAYMENT OF SALARI ES AND BENEFI TS
OF DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVI CES PERSONNEL AND OTHER

| NCl DENTAL EXPENDI TURES. | COULD GO ON AND ON AND QON, BUT LET
ME REM ND ALL OF YOU, BECAUSE THI S I S WHAT |' M VERY UPSET
ABQUT THESE DAYS, WHEN | SEE ALL OF THESE BOND MEASURES THAT
PEOPLE FROM THI'S COMVUNI TY, POCOR PEOPLE, BLACK PEOPLE, LATI NO
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1 PEOPLE VOTE FOR, THE VALLEY DOES NOT VOTE TO TAX | TSELF.
2 APPLAUSE ]

4 MAXI NE WATERS: WE VOTE DI SPROPORTI ONATELY FOR EVERYTHI NG

5 ANYBODY ASKS US TO DO. WE VOTED TO TAX OURSELVES BECAUSE W\E
6 THOUGHT THAT MEANT OUR TRAUMA CENTER WOULD BE MAI NTAI NED. |
7 APPLAUSE ]

9 MAXI NE WATERS: | WANT TO THANK YOU FOR I NDULGE NG ME TH S TI ME.
10 | KNOW THAT YOU WSH US TO BE ABLE TO GET HERE AND SPEAK A

11 LITTLE BIT MORE CONCI SELY AND NOT TAKE UP ALL OF THI S TI ME,

12 BUT THHS IS A SERI QUS | SSUE THAT RUNS VERY DEEP. A LOT DEEPER
13 THAN YOU KNOW | WANT TO TELL YOU, THI S COWUN TY HAS NOT BEEN
14 OUT I N THESE NUMBERS | N MANY, MANY YEARS. THEY' RE QUT FOR A
15 REASON. |' M BEGE NG OF YOU, DON'T IGNORE THIS. DON' T

16 MARG NALI ZE THIS. VWE WANT OUR TRAUVA CENTER KEPT OPEN. [

17 APPLAUSE | [ GAVEL ] [ ENTHUSI ASTI C CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ] [

18 CHANTI NG ]

19

20 SUP. KNABE, CHAI R OKAY.

21

22 AUDI ENCE CHANTI NG SAVE KI NG DREW SAVE Kl NG DREW SAVE Kl NG
DREW SAVE KI NG DREW SAVE KI NG DREW SAVE KI NG DREW SAVE

KI NG DREW SAVE Kl NG DREW SAVE Kl NG DREW SAVE KI NG DREW
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1 SAVE KI NG DREW SAVE KI NG DREW SAVE KI NG DREW SAVE KI NG
2  DREW

4 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR OKAY. [ GAVEL ]

6 AUDI ENCE CHANTI NG SAVE KI NG DREW SAVE KI NG DREW SAVE Kl NG
7 DREW SAVE KI NG DREW [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

9 MAXINE WATERS: THANK YOU VERY MJUCH, MR KNABE. DO YOU HAVE ANY
10 QUESTIONS YOQU D LIKE TO ASK ME? [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE |

11

12 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR NO MA' AM WE' RE HERE - -

13

14 MAXINE WATERS: |'M SORRY, OH --

15

16 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR WE ARE HERE TO TAKE YOUR | NPUT, TO ADDRESS
17 THE | SSUES YOU RAI SE.

18

19 MAXI NE WATERS: OKAY. THANK YOU VERY MJCH.

20

21 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR AND IT'S NICE TO SEE YOU.

22

MAXI NE WATERS: THANK YOU, AND |I'D LI KE TO ASK MR YAROSLAVSKY
BEFORE | LEAVE, | SAW YOUR COWMENTS ON TELEVI SI ON THE OTHER
DAY, AND WE KNOW THAT YOU HAVE MORE THAN ONCE TALKED ABOUT THE
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| NCOVPETENCE AND THE M SMANAGEMENT, BUT YOU ACCUSE KI NG OF
BEI NG CORRUPT. 1'VE NEVER HEARD KI NG ACCUSED COF BEI NG CORRUPT
BEFORE. ARE YOU SURE YOU WANT TO DESCRI BE KI NG THAT WAY? JUST
THI NK ABOUT | T. THANK YOU VERY MJCH. [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR |'M GO NG TO ASK -- WE' RE GO NG TO -- NEXT
WLL BE SENATOR GIL CEDILLO, GIL, AND THEN -- [ | NTERJECTI ONS
] [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ] [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR COKAY -- NORM I|F YOU WANT TO, YOU WERE
GO NG TO FOLLOW | JUST TRY TO DO PROTOCOL. GO RI GHT AHEAD. [
CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR SORRY. JUST TRYING TO FOLLOW PROTCCOL. [
| NTERJECTI ONS ]

MERVYN DYMALLY: MR, CHAI RVAN AND MEMBERS OF THE BOARD COF
SUPERVI SOCRS, | CANNOT SAY THAT | AM PLEASED TO BE HERE TODAY,
BECAUSE | AM NOT. | AM NOT PLEASED TO BE HERE TODAY BECAUSE
YOU HAVE VI OLATED TWO LAWS. YOU HAVE VI OLATED THE BROWN ACT, A
FACT WHI CH IS CONFI RVED BY THE DI STRI CT ATTORNEY, AND YOU HAVE
VI OLATED THE BEI LENSON ACT. AND THEREFCORE, | QUESTI ON THE
SINCERI TY OF THI S MEETI NG BECAUSE YOU HAVE TAKEN A PCSI Tl ON
BEFORE THE FACT. NOW WHEN THE DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY LOST I TS
ACCREDI TATI ON, SPEAKER HERB WESSON ORGANI ZED THE ASSEMBLY
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1 SELECT COW TTEE ON KI NG DREW MEDI CAL CENTER, WHICH | CHAIR
2 MRS. BURKE CAME TO THE MEETI NG AND ANNOUNCED THAT THE COUNTY
3 WAS GO NG TO SET UP A NATI ONAL TASK FORCE HEADED BY THE MOST
4 CREDIBLE M D. IN THE COUNTRY, DR SATCHER. AMONG THE SATCHER
5 RECOMVENDATI ONS WAS A CHANCE OF LEADERSH P AT DREW MEDI CAL

6 SCHOCL, AND DREW DI D HAVE A CHANGE OF LEADERSHI P. AND TODAY, |
7 AM CALLI NG FOR CHANGE OF LEADERSHI P I N THE DEPARTMENT OF

8 HEALTH SERVI CES. [ ENTHUSI ASTI C CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

10 MERVYN DYMALLY: FOR THE LAST YEAR, DR GARTHWAI TE AND MR LEAF
11 HAVE RUN TH S HOSPI TAL AND THE SI TUATI ON HAS GOTTEN WORSE. THE
12 SELECT COW TTEE HAS HELD SI X HEARI NGS HERE AND THE SENATE HAS
13 HELD ONE HEARI NG AND WE HAVE COME TO THE CONCLUSI ON THAT

14 THERE |I'S AN ORGANI ZED EFFORT TO DI SMANTLE THI S HOSPI TAL. [

15  APPLAUSE ]

16

17 MERVYN DYMALLY: NOW YOU TELL ME THE MORALITY OF USI NG COUNTY
18  FUNDS, STATE FUNDS AND FEDERAL FUNDS, TO OPEN UP A TRAUVA

19 CENTER I N A PRI VATE HOSPI TAL. NOW MY FRI END, SHERI FF BACA,

20 LOST H S TAX MEASURE, AND DO YOU KNOW VWHY? THE PEOPLE OF THI S
21 COWMUNITY HAVE W SED UP. THEY RECOGNI ZE THAT THE TRAUMVA FUNDS
22 I N PROPOSI TION B ARE BEI NG USED TO SUPPORT A PRI VATE HOSPI TAL,
AND THEREFORE THEY VOTED AGAI NST THAT TAX MEASURE, AND THAT | S
JUST A WARNI NG | N TESTI MONY, BEFORE THE SELECT COWM TTEE, THE
FEDERAL REG ONAL DI RECTOR SAI D, | N RESPONSE TO A QUESTI ON |
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1 ASKED, AND I SAID "MR FLICK, TH S IS MERVYN DYMALLY, DI D YOU
2 PUT ANY CONDI TIONS ON THE COUNTY TO CLOSE THE TRAUVA HOSPI TAL
3 I N RETURN FOR FEDERAL FUNDS?" AND HE SAI D, "ABSOLUTELY NOT."
4 AND HE VEENT ON TO SAY, "WE DO NOT MAKE THOSE RECOMVENDATI ONS,
5 WE SI MPLY MAKE OBSERVATIONS." | RAISE TH S | SSUES BECAUSE ON
6 SEVERAL OCCASI ONS |' VE HEARD ONE OR MORE SUPERVI SORS SAY ON

7 TELEVI SION AND RADI O, AND I N THE MEDI A, THAT THEY WERE UNDER
8 THE GUN BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT THAT | F THEY DI D NOT CLOSE
9 THE TRAUVA CENTER, THAT THEY W LL HAVE TO CLOSE THE KI NG

10 HOSPI TAL, AND THAT IS NOT' TRUE. AND SO LET ME SAY TO YOU, WE
11 ARE OPPCSED TO THIS CLOSING |IN My 42 YEARS OF PUBLI C LI FE, |
12 DON' T KNOW OF A TI ME OTHER THAN Cl VI LI ZED MOVEMENT, WHEN THI S
13 COVMUNI TY WAS SO ORGANI ZED AGAI NST AN ATTEMPT TO RAID THI S

14  HOSPI TAL. AND SO | AM CALLI NG UPON YOQU TO RESCI ND THE ACTI ONS
15  VWH CH YOU HAVE TAKEN BECAUSE YOU HAVE VI CLATED THE LAW AND |
16 HAVE CALLED ON THE ATTORNEY GENERAL TO | NVESTI GATE WHAT YQU
17 HAVE DONE. [ ENTHUSI ASTI C CHEERS AND APPLAUSE |

18

19 MERVYN DYMALLY: SO THOSE ARE MY FEW COMVENTS. | THI NK YQU

20 QUGHT TO CONSI DER VERY SERI QUSLY WHAT YOU RE DO NG, BECAUSE
21  YOU RE EMBARKI NG ON THE WRONG TREE. [ APPLAUSE | [ CHEERS AND
22 APPLAUSE ]

REVEREND JACKSON: MR CHAI RVAN, | REALLY WANT TO MAKE A -- [
| NTERJECTI ONS ]
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REVEREND JACKSON: -- A VERY SHORT APPEAL. AS | TH NK ABOQUT THE
GENI US OF DR. DREW AND HI S CONTRI BUTI ON TO MEDI CI NE THAT HAS
SINCE G VE TH S PLACE A CERTAI N STATURE, DR KI NG DREW WAS
ESSENTI ALLY THEN UP OF A RECONCI LER AND A HEALER. THERE | S AS
MUCH TRAUVA NOW BETWEEN THE COMMUNI TY AND THE SUPERVI SORS AS
PEOPLE WHO ARE BEI NG SHOT OR COM NG QUT OF WRECKS. WE CANNOT
STOP THE TRAUMA OF A CAR WRECK. WE CAN T STOP THE TRAUVA OF A
GUNSHOT. BUT THERE' S A TRAUMATI C SHOOT- QUT HERE BETWEEN
LEADERSHI P. AND I N THE END, PECPLE, VWH LE CHEERI NG AND BOO NG
ARE LOSI NG CONFI DENCE | N BOTH, AND LCSI NG HOPE | F THEY DON T
SEE A VAY QUT. | WOULD SUBM T I T'S ALMOST | RRESPONSI BLE FOR
YOU LEADERS I N THAT SENSE NOT TO HAVE HAD THE VI GOROQUS CLOSED
DOOR SESSI ON. | BELI EVE THAT THE STATURE OF CONGRESSWOVAN
WATERS AND MERV DYMALLY AND OTHER LEG SLATORS, TO SEI ZE THEI R
COMVON GROUND. |'VE KNOWN ZEV FOR SOVE YEARS AND | RESPECT YQU
VERY MJUCH, THE REASON | TALKED TO YOU AND Ms. BRATHWAI TE VERY
BRI EFLY. THE SUPERVI SORS ARE SAYI NG THEY DON T WANT THE

HOSPI TAL TO CLOSE. YOU RE SAYI NG RESOURCES ARE NOT THE | SSUE.
THEY DON'T WANT I T TO CLOSE, THE RESOURCES ARE NOT THE | SSUE,
THAT' S SI GNI FI CANT. THE PEOPLE AND THE OFFI Cl ALS ARE SAYI NG
THEY DON'T WANT I T CLOSED. SO IF YOU DON T WANT | T CLOSED AND
THEY DON' T WANT | T CLOSED... [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]
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1 REVEREND JACKSON. THE RESOURCE IS NOT AN | SSUE, THEN DON T
2 CLOSE IT. [ I NTERJECTI ONS ]

4 REVEREND JACKSON: NOW THAT MAY MEAN SOVE PROCESS OF

5 NEGOTI ATI NG FACTS AND RECONCI LI NG WHATEVER THERE | S BETWEEN

6 THOSE TWO PCSI TI ONS. SO NOW WE HAVE A SHOANDOMWN WHI CH | S

7 TRAUVATI C. OBVI QUSLY THERE IS THE LARGER HEALTH | SSUE. THE

8 PECPLE HERE ARE SO EMOTI ONAL BECAUSE THEY FEEL THREATENED. AND
9 IT"S NOT -- YOUCAN T JUST LIMT IT TO THE HOSPI TAL. HERE,

10 PEOPLE WHOSE CHI LDREN ARE BEI NG KI LLED DI SPROPORTI ONATELY,

11 SERVI NG I N WAR DI SPROPORTI ONATELY, WHO HAVE THE LOWEST WAGES,
12 WHO WORK HARDER AND MAKE LESS, THEY PAY MORE FOR LESS, LIVE

13 UNDER STRESS AND DON' T LIVE AS LONG TH S HAS JUST | GNI TED A
14 BIGGER | SSUE OF THEI R COLLECTI VE TRAUVA. SO THE HOSPI TAL | S

15 SIMPLY A SYMBOL OF THEI R TRAUVA. | WOULD APPEAL TO YOU TO DO
16 TWO THINGS. ONE |'S THAT THE | DEA OF PUTTI NG ON THE CALI FORNI A
17 HOSPI TAL | SSUE TOMORROW THAT YOU WOULD POSTPONE THAT,

18  BECAUSE, | N SUBSTANCE, THAT BECOVES A WAY TO CLOCSE THI S TRAUVA
19 UNIT, FOR FORM THAT ONE, YOU CAN T FORM THI' S ONE, AND SO

20 THAT'S WHY THAT IS A REACTION TO THAT. | WOULD THI NK THAT THE
21  SUPERVI SORS AND THE APPROPRI ATE LEADERSH P QUGHT TO, "A" MEET.
22 YOU KNOW THAT THESE ARE KNOW.EDGEABLE PEOPLE AND YOU ALL HAVE
THE SAME | NTERESTS, AND WHEN THIS IS OVER YOU LL ALL BE ABLE
TO LI VE BY HERE TOGETHER. AND PLEASE HEAR VWHAT |'M TRYI NG TO
SAY. |'M REALLY TRYI NG TO MAKE A PO NT. THAT BETWEEN WHAT YOU
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1 WANT, THE HOSPI TAL TO STAY OPEN AND RESOURCE NOT THE | SSUE,
2 AND THAT' S WHAT THEY WANT. SO WHY CAN' T YOU POSTPONE IN IT
3 VOII NG ON THE OTHER HOSPI TAL. ANOTHER THI NG THAT SEEMS TO BE

4 OFFENSI VE, ZEV, TO MANY PEOPLE | S THAT THEY VOTED FOR A BOND,

5 ASSUM NG THAT THAT WOULD IN FACT PROTECT THE HOSPI TAL. I T

6 SEEMS AS |F THEY VOTED FOR A BOND TO FUND ANOTHER HOSPI TAL AND
7 LET US DOMN -- [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

9 REVEREND JACKSON : WH CH EXCEPT, COVE ON, |'M REALLY TRY TO- -
10 THAT EXCEPT SEEMs THAT AS THEY HAD BEEN HAD, THAT THEY WERE

11 KIND OF SET UP OR NOT. SO YQU VE GOT' THI S DI STRUST THI NG. AND
12 | WOULD APPEAL TO YQU, PLEASE APPEAL TO YOU, TO HAVE A MEETI NG
13 W TH THESE REPRESENTATI VE LEADERS AND YOURSELVES AND LAY THE
14 CARDS ON THE TABLE. YOU RE MAKI NG SOME CASE, SOME ARGUMENTS

15 ABOUT CORRUPTI ON AS SOVEONE SUGGESTED, ABOUT | NCOVPETENCY,

16 THOSE ARE NEGOTI ABLE THI NGS. | F THERE' S | NCOWPETENCY THEN GET
17 COWPETENT PEOPLE. |F THERE' S CORRUPTI ON, THEN JAI L SOVEBQODY.

18 BUT IF THERE IS NO EVI DENCE OF CORRUPTI ON, THEN DON T SAY I T,
19 AND THERE' S NO | NCOWPETENCE -- | F THERE | S | NCOMPETENCE THEN
20 FIND COWETENT PEOPLE. | T SEEM5 THI S I S | RRECONCI LABLE. YQU

21 DON'T WANT I'T CLOSED, THEY DON T WANT | T CLOSED, RESOURCES ARE
22 NOT THE | SSUE, THEREFORE, LET'S TALK IT OQUT AND NOT FIGHT IT
QUT. | WOULD APPEAL TO YOU TO CONSIDER, IN TH S CASE, A

MEETI NG BETWEEN THE APPROPRI ATE SUPERVI SORS AND THESE LEADERS
AND TRY TO WRESTLE WTH IT I F I T TAKES SEVERAL DAYS, WRESTLE
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1 WTHIT UNTIL SMOKE COVES OQUT OF THE ROOM LET THERE BE LI GHT.
2 [ ENTHUSI ASTI C CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

4 REVEREND JACKSON: SO ASSUM NG THEY' RE ALL OPERATI NG I N GOOD

5 FAITH, SPEAK THE SI MPLE TRUTH ONE MORE TI ME. HERE' S

6 CONGRESSWOVAN LEADI NG THI' S DRI VE, AND HERE ARE YQU, BOTH ARE
7 SAYING YOU DON' T WANT THE HOSPI TAL TO CLOSE. YOU RE SAYI NG

8 RESOURCES IS NOI' THE | SSUE. | F THAT' S TRUE, YOU RE HALFWAY

9 HOVE. SO CAN T YOU AND THE LEADERS MEET AND WORK ON A

10 RESCLUTI ON W THOUT THE THREAT OF CLOSURE HANG NG OVER PECPLE' S
11 HEADS? | S THAT PGSSI BLE, SIR? [ APPLAUSE ]

12

13 REVEREND JACKSON: | S THAT PCSSI BLE? 1'M NOT SETTI NG A SCENE

14 THAT YOU KNOW I ACCEPT THI S REALLY WHICH | AM MAKI NG THI S

15 APPEAL, IS THAT POSSI BLE? THIS WLL -- THERE'S NO FUTURE I N

16 TH'S FIGHT, AND IT WLL BE A FIGHT UNTIL THE BI TTER END.

17

18  SUP. BURKE: YOU KNOW | THI NK THAT ONE OF THE THI NGS THAT WE
19 HAVE TO REI TERATE | S THAT ALREADY SOMEONE SAID I T THREE TI MES,
20 WE CAN' T DO ANYTHI NG I N PRI VATE, EVERYTH NG HAS TO BE IN THI S
21 FORUM SO THIS IS -- [ I NTERJECTI ONS ]

22

SUP. BURKE: THIS IS -- [ GAVEL ]
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1 SUP. BURKE: WELL, JUST A SECOND, WAIT A M NUTE. ALL RI GHT.
2 THINK |'"VE GOT' MY PO NT. WHATEVER WE DO HAS TO BE IN THI' S
3 FORUM HAS TO BE PUBLI C.

5 REVEREND JACKSON | THI NK, UNLESS |I'M ALTOGETHER OFF, AND |'M

6 NOT IN AN UPSMANSHI P THI NG, I N MY YEARS OF WORK W TH DR, KI NG
7 | MET YVONNE BRATHWAI TE- BURKE THROUGH DR. KING SO I'M NOT | N
8 AN UPSVMANSHI P DI SPOSI TION. I'M TRYI' NG TO FI GURE WN-W N, NOT

9 WN OR LOSER. WE ALL LCSE |F THIS PLACE CLCSES, WE ALL LOSE I F
10 THESE PEOPLE FEEL HURT. YOU KNOW BUSH IS SAYING IN IRAQ [|'M
11 GO NG TO BOVB YOQU TO SAVE YOU. I T'S ALMOST LI KE "WE' RE GO NG
12 TO CLOSE THE HOSPI TAL TO SAVE YOU." THEY DON T WANT TO BE

13 SAVED THAT WAY. AND SO THERE MUST BE SURELY SOVE WAY SHORT OF
14 TH'S KIND OF ATMOSPHERE TO WALK THROUGH WHAT YOU SEE AS YOUR
15 CRITICAL PONTS. IF YOU WANTED | T CLOSED AND THEY DI DN' T WANT
16 | T CLOSED THAT WOULD BE A FI GHT. YOU SAY YOU DON'T WANT | T

17 CLOSED, THEY DON T WANT IT CLOSED. | ASK YQU | S RESOURCES - -

18  THE RESOURCE |'S NOT THE | SSUE. | F THAT'S THE CASE, THAT IS A -
19 - YOU RE CLOSE. AND |'M NOT' SURE THAT YOU LL RESOLVE TH S I N
20 THI'S SETTING NOWI'M TALKI NG A CLOSED DOOR CLANDESTI NE

21  MEETING THAT WAS MEETI NG THAT TOOK PLACE W THOUT THESE PEOPLE
22 TO DECIDE TO CLOSE I T. [ I NTERJECTI ONS ]
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1 >>REVEREND JACKSON:. THAT WAS NOT A HEARI NG THAT WAS A MEETI NG
2 AND A DECI SI ON WAS MADE BASED UPON SOVE RECOMVENDATI ONS. SO IS
3 | T POSSI BLE? CAN YOU ACCEPT MY APPEAL HERE?

5 SUP. BURKE: WELL, | THI NK THAT WE CERTAI NLY HAVE TO CONTI NUE

6 TO WORK TOGETHER. WE HAVE TO CONTI NUE TO TRY TO HAVE

7 COMMUNI CATI ON AND TO TRY TO MOVE, BECAUSE | THI NK EVERYONE HAS
8 THE SAME THING IN M ND. VWE WANT NOT ONLY THE HOSPI TAL OPEN,

9 BUT WE WANT THE HOSPI TAL TO BE THE BEST. THAT' S WHAT EVERYONE
10 1S TRYING TO DO [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

11

12 SUP. BURKE: AND | BELIEVE THAT -- YOU KNOW | MEAN, NOW FROM
13 THE RUMBLI NGS, THE QUESTI ON GETS TO BE WHAT |'S THE BEST, AND
14 THERE MAY BE A DI FFERENCE OF OPI NI ON AS TO WHAT IS -- WHAT THE
15 HOSPI TAL SHOULD LOOK LI KE, AND -- [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

16

17 REVEREND JACKSON: COME ON, FRI ENDS COMVE ON, SHHH. PLEASE.

18 PLEASE.

19

20 SUP. BURKE: | THI NK THAT WE LL TALK ABOUT | T AND CERTAI NLY |

21 THINK THERE' S ALWAYS -- WE W LL CONTI NUE TO HAVE

22 COVMUNI CATI ON.

REVEREND JACKSON: BUT MY PO NT IS THAT WE ARE STARTI NG W TH
THE CONCLUSI ON.
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SUP. BURKE: SEE, | CAN T REALLY RESPOND W TH PEOPLE SCREAM NG
AT ME. YOU KNOW AND - -

REVEREND JACKSON: SHHH. COVE ON FOLKS.

SUP. BURKE: YOU KNOW AND SO |'LL LET PEOPLE SCREAM AND LET
THEM -- AND THAT' S WHAT WE' RE HERE FOR, FOR THEM TO BE HEARD,
AND WE WLL SIT HERE UNTI L EVERYONE | S HEARD, AND YOU CAN BE
HEARD | N MANY DI FFERENT WAYS. SOME PEOPLE MAY WANT TO COMVE UP
TO THE M CROPHONE AND SPEAK, OTHERS MAY WANT TO SPEAK QUT, BUT
VWE' RE HERE TO LI STEN NO MATTER HOW THE MESSAGE | S PRESENTED TO
US, AND THAT' S WHAT WE | NTEND TO DO.

REVEREND JACKSON: EXCUSE ME. WHAT |'M TRYI NG TO SAY, IS IF YQU
START W TH THE CONCLUSI ON, YOU START W TH THE CONCLUSI ON. THAT
MEANS THERE' S BEEN SOME | NDUCTI VE REASONI NG TO ARRI VE AT THE
CONCLUSI ON THAT THE PLACE IS NOT FIT TO STAY OPEN. THE

COMVUNI TY REJECTS THAT CONCLUSI ON AND THE | NFORVATI ON THAT LED
UP TO THAT, SO THERE' S BEEN A LOT OF THE MEETI NG GO NG ON | N
THE FI RST PLACE. AND AS THERE MUST BE MEETI NGS I N THE FI RST
PLACE. |'M GO NG TO COVE BACK AGAIN. IF YOQU SAID, "WE DON T
WANT TO KEEP THE PLACE OPEN," THE COMMUNITY SAI D, "WE DO WANT
TO KEEP I'T OPEN. " THAT'S A CONFRONTATI ON, YOU SAY YOU WANT | T
OPEN, THEY WANT IT OPEN, | SAID IS I T RESOURCES, THE RESOURCES

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
30



November 15, 2004

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

1 ARE NOT THE | SSUE. BUT | F YOU VE GOI THAT MJUCH GO NG THAT' S
2 STARTED MOVI NG TOMNMRDS COVMON GROUND. |' M ASKI NG AND THEN THAT
3 VWHY PECPLE ARE SCREAM NG LI KE TH'S, THESE ARE WORKI NG PEOPLE.

4 THEY' RE SCARED. PECPLE ARE SCARED. THEY HAVE CAR WRECKS ON THE
5 FREEWAY. THEY' RE SCARED. MOST OF THESE FOLKS DON T HAVE

6 | NSURANCE. THEY' RE SCARED. THElI R BABI ES ARE DYI NG THEY' RE

7 SCARED. THEY MADE AK-47 AND OOZI ES LEGAL AGAI N, THEY' RE

8 SCARED. SO THEY AIN T GO NG TO BE RATI ONAL ABOUT SQOVEBODY

9 ELSE' S HEALTHCARE, THEY' RE SCARED TO DEATH. SO WE MJUST RELI EVE
10 THEM OF THEM FEAR AND YOU CAN' T JUST DO I T WTH NUMBERS. THEY
11 NEED TO BE UNDERSTOOD | N WAYS, THEY' RE SCREAM NG BECAUSE

12 THEY' RE | RRATIONAL, | T'S THEY' RE SCREAM NG BECAUSE THEY' RE

13 SCARED, AND SOME OF THAT FEAR IS JUSTI FI ED. OVER AND OVER THEY
14 FACE PREDATORS EVERY DAY, THEY PAY MORE FOR CARS, THEY PAY

15  MORE FOR | NSURANCE, THEIR KIDS ARE THE FI RST TO GO TO THE WAR,
16 THEY DIE IN IRAQ THEY DIE ON THESE STREETS. THEY HAVE A CASE
17 TO BE MADE. THI S HOSPI TAL WAS BORN W TH THAT KIND OF PAIN. IT
18  CAME OQUT OF THE FIRES OF WATTS. WE CAN T COVE BACK 40 YEARS

19 LATER AND ALL OF A SUDDEN GET RATI ONAL OVER AN | RRATI ONAL,

20 UNFUNDED DREAM I N THE FI RST PLACE. MY APPEAL TO YQU, SI NCE

21 THERE IS A LOT OF THE COVMON GROUND, | WOULD NOT LOOK UPON YQU
22 AS ENEM ES, YOU ARE THE FCES AND WE' RE THE FRI ENDS, WE' RE
TRAPPED TOGETHER, WE'RE IN THI S HOUSE TOGETHER. CAN T WE

ARRI VE AT COMVON GROUND? THE MOST RATIONAL WAY TODO IT IS FOR
YOQU IS SIT, PEOPLE THAT YOU RESPECT WHO ARE YOUR PEERS W TH
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1 VWHOM YOU MUST LIVE BEYOND THI S | SSUE, AND LET'S FI GURE OUT
2  WHAT ARE YOU REALLY SAYI NG THAT' S NOT BEI NG SAI D, WHAT THEY' RE
3 REALLY SAYI NG SO WHAT IS THE AGENDAS. | TH NK WE' RE CLCSE.

4 BUT WE' RE PROBABLY NOT GO NG TO SOLVE I T IN TH' S SETTI NG

5 BETWEEN US AND THIS AND THE PAIN AND THE PRESS, I T AIN T GO NG
6 TO STOP THAT WAY. SO IS I T COWLETELY | LLEGAL TO HAVE

7 NEGOTI ATI ON SESSI ONS? DON' T YOU DO THAT WTH UNION -- DON T

8 YOU NEGOTI ATE W TH UNI ONS BEH ND CLOSED DOORS?

10 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR | MEAN | THI NK THE | SSUE HERE TODAY, WE' RE

11 HERE TO TAKE THE PUBLI C TESTI MONY, OBVI OQUSLY THERE' S

12 SI GNI FI CANT | SSUES BEI NG RAI SED THAT WE EXPECT THAT OUR

13 DEPARTMENT OR THEI R EXPERTS TO RESPOND TO WHI CH MAY ULTI MATELY
14 RESULT I N ADDI TI ONAL NEGOTI ATI ONS, BUT YOU CAN T SAY TODAY

15  THAT YOU RE GO NG TO NEGOTI ATE SOVETHI NG | MEAN, | AGREE W TH
16 YOU, | THI NK WE ARE CLCSE IN THE SENSE THAT WE BOTH, ALL OF US
17 WOULD LI KE TO SEE THE TRAUVA CENTER STAY OPEN AND TO SAVE ALL

18 OF THE HOSPI TAL. OKAY?

19

20 REVEREND JACKSON: ALL RIGHT NOW I F THAT'S THE CASE, | SI MPLY

21 DIRECT, WLL YOU POSTPONE THE VOTE TOMORROWP [ | NDI STI NCT

22 VA CES ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR WE RE NOT GO NG TO COMMVENT ON THAT RI GHT
NON [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]
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REVEREND JACKSON: THE PROBLEM THEN, THE REASON | RAI SE THAT
AND NOT-- THE REASON | RAISE I T IS BECAUSE THAT' S LI KE YQU
HAVE THESE TOLERATI ON HEARI NGS THAT PEOPLE TALK AND THEY BLOW
AND THEY VENT AND THEN YOU VOTE. NOW WE HEARD THEM BUT YQU
REALLY DI DN' T HEAR THEM BECAUSE YOU STARTED W TH THE

CONCLUSI ON. AND | F YOQU VOTE TO FUND HCSPI TAL " X', YOU RE GO NG
TO UNFUND HOSPI TAL "Y," AND PEOPLE CAN T UNDERSTAND THAT. SO

| F YOU POSTPONE | T UNTIL --

SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: MR CHAI RVAN?

SUP. ANTONOVI CH: MR CHAI RVAN?

SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: | DON T MEAN TO | NTERRUPT, BUT | THI NK THAT
-- YES, | DI D. NUMBER ONE, AND MY FEELI NGS ARE RECI PROCAL W TH
THE REVEREND JACKSON, AND WE HAVE WORKED TOGETHER, AND ALL OF
US HAVE WORKED TOGETHER WTH HI M ON A NUMBER OF | MPORTANT

| SSUES IN THIS COWUNI TY. FIRST OF ALL, AND AT SOMVE PO NT
AFTER WE ALL HAVE A CHANCE TO | NTERACT, | HOPE WE' LL GET ON

W TH THE BEI LENSON HEARI NG WH CH I S WHAT WE' RE HERE FOR, BUT
I THINK I'T"S AN OPPORTUNI TY TO EXCHANGE A COUPLE OF VI EW6.

FI RST OF ALL, AS DR GARTHWAI TE SAI D, AND AS THE CHAI R SAI D,
AND |'M GO NG TO DO REPEAT | T, THE I SSUE OF CALI FORNI A MEDI CAL
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1 CENTER HAS BEEN I N THE WORKS FOR MANY, MANY MONTHS,
2  LONGER

4 SUP. BURKE: ACTUALLY, THREE YEARS. THREE YEARS. THREE YEARS,
5 ACTUALLY.

7 SUP. YAROCSLAVSKY: AND WHETHER -- AND LI STEN, I'M SORRY. LET ME
8 FINSH YOU MAY NOT WANT TO HEAR WHAT | HAVE TO SAY, BUT AT

9 LEAST MAYBE SOVE ONE OR TWO PECPLE MAY BE | NTERESTED. I TS

10 BEEN IN THE WORKS FOR A LONG TI ME, AND WHETHER THE SUSPENSI ON
11 OF TRAUVA HERE OCCURS OR DOESN T OCCUR DCES NOT CHANGE,

12 ABSCLUTELY DCES NOT' CHANGE THE VALUE OF HAVI NG CALI FORNI A

13 MEDI CAL CENTER IN THE TRAUVA SYSTEM I T IS THE FI RST NEW

14 TRAUVA SYSTEM TO COME | NTO OUR -- TRAUVA CENTER TO COMVE | NTO
15  OUR TRAUMA SYSTEM I N OVER 15 YEARS, SO IT IS A VERY GOOD

16 THING SO I'LL SPEAK FOR MYSELF. |'M NOT | NTERESTED IN TH' S
17 PO NT --

18

19 REVEREND JACKSON: BUT ZEV - -

20

21 SUP. YARCSLAVSKY: EXCUSE ME. LET ME FI NI SH.

22

REVEREND JACKSON: JUST ONE PO NT, ZEV. HE SAID HE LAID QUT A
PLAN ON HOW MJUCH EASY IT IS TO GET TO THE NEXT PLACE WH CH
SOUNDS LI KE TH S PLACE.
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SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: YEAH. REVEREND JACKSON, W TH ALL DUE

RESPECT, THI S IS SOMETH NG WE LI VE WTH EVERY DAY, AND IT'S
SOMETHI NG WE' VE BEEN ASPI RI NG TO DO, WE' VE BEEN ASPI RI NG TO DO
TH'S FOR A LONG TI ME, AND ONE OF THE GOOD THI NGS THAT' S COMVE
QUT OF MEASURE B | S THAT I'T HAS RESULTED IN THE FIRST TI ME | N
OVER A DECADE AND A HALF IN A NEW TRAUMA CENTER, IN A NEW
TRAUMA CENTER, AND THAT'S A GOCD THI NG [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: SHHH. SHHH. OKAY. |'M GO NG TO BE HEARD NO
MATTER HOW LONG THEY, SO OKAY LET ME JUST SAY MY PI ECE. THAT' S
NUMBER ONE. NUMBER TWO, WE ARE CLOSE AND WE' RE NOT CLOSE.
NUMBER ONE, THERE IS NO DI SPUTE ABOUT KEEPI NG THE HOSPI TAL
OPEN ANYWHERE. HOSPI TAL' S GO NG TO STAY OPEN, ASSUM NG THAT WE
CAN -- THAT THE ACCREDI TI NG AGENCI ES KEEP I'T OPEN AND THAT THE
FUNDI NG AGENCI ES KEEP I T OPEN. ASSEMBLY MEMBER DYMALLY IS I N
ERROR, |'M SCORRY, ABOUT THE STATEMENT THAT ANY MEMBER OF THE
BOARD EVER SAI D THAT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT MADE A CONNECTI ON
BETWEEN CLOSI NG TRAUVA OR SUSPENDI NG TRAUVA AND KEEPI NG THE
FUNDI NG GO NG THAT' S NOT WHAT MR FLICK SAID. [ | NTERJECTI ONS

]

SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: NO, NO, YOU NEVER HEARD ME SAI D THAT. NO LET
ME TELL YOU WHAT | SAID. [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]
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1 SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: LET ME TELL YOU WHAT | SAID. [ | NTERJECTI ONS
2 ]

4  SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: THAT -- AND WHAT IS A MATTER OF PUBLI C

5 RECORD FOR MR FLICK, AND | BELIEVE HE TOLD YOUR COW TTEE

6 TH'S, TOO IS THAT UNLESS THE QUALI TY OF CARE AT KI NG DREW WAS
7 BROUGHT UP TO A STANDARD AT THE CENTER FOR MEDI CAL -- WMEDI CAlI D
8 AND MEDI CARE SERVI CES ACCEPTED, THAT THEY WOULD PULL THE

9 FUNDI NG THEY WOULD PULL THE FUNDI NG FROM THI S HOSPI TAL, AND
10 | F THEY PULLED THE FUNDI NG FROM THI S HOSPI TAL, AS DR

11 GARTHWAI TE | NDI CATED, THI S HOSPI TAL CANNOT SURVI VE. SO I T WAS
12 THAT, UNDER THAT PRESSURE, AND IT'S GOOD PRESSURE, AND IT'S

13 LONG OVERDUE, THAT WE RESPONDED TO SOME SORT OF PRESSURE,

14 BECAUSE WHAT | HAVEN T HEARD FROM ANYBODY HERE YET TQODAY,

15 MAYBE WE' LL HEAR I T, | DOUBT | T, BUT MAYBE WE WLL, IS THE

16 OIHER SIDE OF THE CON, WHICH IS, | S ANYBODY HERE, | S ANYBODY
17  HERE, CONCERNED ABOUT THE QUALITY OF CARE AT THI S HOSPI TAL? [
18 I NTERJECTI ONS ]

19

20 SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: NO?

21

22 MAXI NE WATERS: SUPERVI SOCR, WHY DON T YOU ASK MR GARTHWAI TE?

23  HE WAS | N CHARCE.
24

25  SUP. YARCSLAVSKY: BELI EVE Mg, BELI EVE ME - -
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2  MAXINE WATERS: HE' S THE ONE THAT WAS MANAG NG AND SUPERVI SI NG

3 - -

5 SUP. YAROCSLAVSKY: MAXI NE, MAXI NE, LET ME FI NI SH.

7 MAXI NE WATERS: YEAH.

9 SUP. YARCSLAVSKY: YQU LL HAVE AN OPPORTUNI TY TO SPEAK TO IT. [
10 I NTERJECTI ONS ]

11

12 SUP. YARCSLAVSKY: YQU LL ALL HAVE AN OPPORTUNI TY TO SPEAK TO
13 IT. BUT THHS IS NOT -- IT'S NOT SO SI MPLE AS THE TRAUMA NO

14 TRAUMA. THE HOSPI TAL'S GO NG TO STAY OPEN. DR GARTHWAI TE' S

15 RECOMVENDATI ON -- [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

16

17 SUP. YARCSLAVSKY: DR GARTHWAI TE' S RECOMVENDATI ON, FOR BETTER
18 OR WORSE, WHETHER YOU AGREE WTH IT OR YOU DI SAGREE WTH I T,
19 |'S MOTI VATED BY THE DESI RE TO KEEP THE HOSPI TAL OPEN. THE

20 TRAUMA CENTER -- [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

21

22 SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: THE TRAUVA CENTER ACCOUNTS FOR 4% I F MY
MEMORY SERVES ME CORRECTLY, 4% OF THE ACTIVITY OF TH S

HOSPI TAL. | T SEES 1, 800 PATI ENTS A YEAR, LAST TIME | HEARD THE
STATI STI C. THE EMERGENCY ROOM SEES 50, 0007
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DR THOVAS GARTHWAI TE: 47.

SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: 47,000 PEOPLE A YEAR SO WHAT DR

GARTHWAI TE, AGAI N WHETHER YOU AGREE WTH H M OR YOQU DON T
AGREE WTH H'M AND REASONABLE PEOPLE CAN COVE TO DI FFERENT
CONCLUSI ONS, VWHAT DR, GARTHWAI TE HAS SAID IS I N ORDER TO SAVE
THE SERVI CES FOR 47,000 PEOPLE A YEAR, TO SUSPEND THE ACTIVITY
AND REPLACE | T ELSEVWHERE IN THE VICINITY OF THE 1, 800 A YEAR

REVEREND JACKSON: MAY | JUST MAKE - -

SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: AGAI N, NO

REVEREND JACKSON: MAY | JUST MAKE ONE LAST PO NT ZEV?

SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: LET ME FINISH, LET ME FI NI SH.

REVEREND JACKSON: OKAY, ALL RI GHT.

SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: AND | AM ALMOST FI NI SHED. THAT IS THE | SSUE.

THAT IS THE I SSUE. AND IT IS NOT AN | SSUE THAT CAN BE RESOLVED

IN THIS KIND OF A FORUM AND I T'S NOT AN | SSUE THAT' S GO NG TO
BE RESOLVED -- YOU MAY BE RIGHT IN ANY KIND OF FORUM I T IS A
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1 MEDI CAL | SSUE, REVEREND JACKSON. IT'S NOT A PCOLI TI CAL | SSUE,
2 EVEN THOUGH IT IS A POLITI CAL | SSUE, TODAY. [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

4 SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: I T ISN T, AT THE END OF THE DAY, AT THE END
5 OF THE DAY, WE HAVE TO RELY ON THE MEDI CAL | NPUT BECAUSE I T' S
6 THE MEDI CAL CARE SYSTEM OF THE COUNTY AND OF THI S HOSPI TAL

7 THAT SERVES TH S PART OF THE COUNTY THAT' S AT STAKE, AND SO

8 H'S PROPCSAL, AND | SAY AGAIN, | DON T DI SPARACGE ANYBCDY WHO

9 DI SAGREES WTH HI S PROPCSAL, | UNDERSTAND VWHY PEOPLE M GHT

10 DI SAGREE WTH I T, BUT AT LEAST MAKE AN EFFORT TO UNDERSTAND

11 WHAT MOTI VATED I'T. WHAT'S BEHI ND H S PROPOSAL, AND | F THERE S
12 A BETTER PROPCSAL, WE' RE ALL EARS, AND THAT' S WHY WE' RE HERE,
13 BUT IF -- VW HAVE NO TI ME TO WASTE. WE HAVE WASTED TOO MANY

14 YEARS ON TH'S AND WE NEED TO GET TO THE PO NT WHERE THE

15 QUALITY OF SERVI CE HERE, THAT THE LEVEL OF SERVICE HERE | S A
16 LEVEL OF EXCELLENT SERVI CE, NOT MARG NAL SERVI CE, AND IT'S GOT
17 TO BE BROUGHT UP TO A QUALITY OF SERVI CE THAT IS COVMPARABLE TO
18 WHAT THE OTHER PARTS OF THI S COUNTY GET. NONE OF US SHOULD

19  ACCEPT ANYTHI NG LESS. | TH NK YOU WOULD AGREE W TH THAT.

20

21  REVEREND JACKSON: | THI NK YOU RE GETTI NG TO SOVETH NG NOW THE
22 ISSUE IS NOT THE NEWNESS OF A TRAUVA CENTER, | T'S THE NEARNESS
OF I'T, AND THAT' S WHAT PEOPLE ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THE TRAUNA
CENTER BEI NG NEAR WHERE THEY GET SHOT.
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SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: | UNDERSTAND.

REVEREND JACKSON: NEAR WHERE THEY GET STABBED, NEAR WHERE THEY
HAVE CAR WRECKS. | F YOU BU LT THE NEW TRAUVA CENTER NEXT DOOR
TO THIS ONE AND CLOSED THI S ONE DOAW, THAT M GHT BE A GOOD
DEAL, BUT TO JUST -- A NEW ONE BUT NOT A NEAR ONE, | T BECOVES
VERY EMOTI ONAL, AND IN FACT | --

SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: BUT A NEAR ONE THAT DCESN T PROVI DE QUALI TY
SERVI CE | S ANOTHER PROBLEM [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: AND THAT' S THE | SSUE THAT WE FACE. THAT' S
VWHAT VWE HAVE TO VEI GH.

REVEREND JACKSON: NOW YOU RE SETTI NG TO RAI SING THAT, AND |'M
GO NG TO SIT DOMN ON TH S ZEV, WHEN YOU DEAL WTH

| NCOVPETENCE, THEN THAT MEANS ElI THER YOU HAVE A MANAGEMENT

| SSUE OR YOU NEED MORE AND BETTER, MORE AND BETTER DOCTORS, |F
THAT' S THE CASE, AND MORE AND BETTER NURSES, |F THAT'S THE
CASE, THAT MEANS H RI NG AND FUNDI NG THEM | F THAT' S THE CASE,
BECAUSE NOW WE' VE GOT' TWO BOOK ENDS. YOU WANT I T OPEN, THE
COMVUNI TY WANT | T OPEN, YOU SAI D RESOURCE IS NOT' AN | SSUE, SO
LET'S FIND THE PEOPLE TO ACH EVE THE STANDARD THAT WE SEEK
NOW ZEV YOU KNOW THE DEBATE. [ APPLAUSE ]
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1  REVEREND JACKSON: ZEV YOU KNOW THE DEBATE ABOUT QUALITY OF
2 SERVI CE, NOBODY WANTS TO BE M SDI AGNOSED. NO ONE WANTS PECPLE
3 READI NG PRESCRI PTI ONS WHO CAN' T READ PRESCRI PTI ONS. SO NOBODY
4 |S FIGHTING FOR THE RI GHT TO TAKE PO SON PI LLS, BUT I JUST GOT
5 THE IMPRESSION, AND | WLL CLOSE, IS THAT THERE IS IN TH' S

6 ROOM A WLL TO RESOLVE TH' S, BUT My SENSE | S THAT THE TWO BOOK
7 ENDS CAN T COVE TOGETHER UNLESS YOU WHO ARE OFFI CI ALS, VWHO ARE
8 REASONABLE AND RATI ONAL, HAMVER OQUT HOW TO CLOSE THAT LAST

9 GAP. IF NOT AS I T BE FRIENDS AND FOES, WE' RE NOT FRI ENDS AND
10 FOES, WE' RE REALLY FRIENDS AND FRI ENDS ON THI S | SSUE, |IF WE I N
11 FACT G VE OURSELVES A CHANCE TO TALK I'T OQUT AND NOT FIGHT I T
12 QUT. | MAKE THAT APPEAL TO YOU. THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]

13

14 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. NEXT, WE' D INVITE YVONNE KI NG TO
15  SPEAK, PLEASE.

16

17 MAXINE WATERS: W TH ALL DUE RESPECT, |'D LIKE TO | NTRODUCE

18 HER | T IS APPROPRI ATE THAT WE NOT ONLY | NTRODUCE HER, BUT

19 d VE HER THE RESPECT THAT SHE DESERVES. THE NAME OF THI S

20 HOSPITAL IS MARTI N LUTHER KI NG NAMED FOR HER FATHER, THE

21 GREATEST CVIL RI GHTS LEADER THAT EVER LI VED. YOLANDA KI NG AND
22 ALL OF THE KING FAM LY HAVE DEDI CATED THEI R LI VES TO JUSTI CE
AND EQUALI TY FOR ALL PECPLE. THEY ARE CARRYI NG ON I N THEI R OAN
WAY THE WORK OF THEI R FATHER. WE HONOR HI M AND VVE HONCR THEM
SHE IS A RESI DENT OF LOS ANGELES. SHE HAS BEEN READI NG AND SHE
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HAS BEEN WATCHI NG. SHE | S PROUD OF THI S HOSPI TAL AND WHAT | T
STANDS FOR. SHE WANTS I T TO BE THE VERY BEST PLACE THAT |IT CAN
POSSI BLY BE. LADI ES AND GENTLEMEN, | ASK YOU TO RECEI VE
YOLANDA KI NG THE ELDEST DAUGHTER OF ClVIL RI GHTS LEADER,

MARTI N LUTHER KING [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

YOLANDA KI NG THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH, CONGRESSWOVAN WATERS. |
WOULD LI KE TO FI RST THANK THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS FOR THE
OPPORTUNI TY TO SPEAK TO YQU I N OPPOSI TI ON TO THE CLOSI NG OF
THE TRAUVMA CENTER AT KI NG DREW HOSPI TAL. AS A RESI DENT OF LOS
ANGELES, |, LIKE OTHER RESI DENTS, HAVE BECOME | NCREASI NGLY
AVWARE OF THE RECENT EFFORT TO CLOSE THE TRAUVA CENTER. AS YQU
WOULD UNDERSTAND, THI S HOSPI TAL HOLDS A SPECI AL PLACE IN MY
HEART, FOR MANY REASONS. AMONG THEM |'S, OF COURSE, | TS NAME,
FOR I T BEARS THE NAMESAKE OF MY FATHER. THROUGHOUT THE
COUNTRY, SCHOCLS, BUILDI NGS, RECREATI ONAL PARKS, MAJOR
STREETS, HAVE THE NAME "KING " AND ALL OVER THE COUNTRY, THI S
NAVE REPRESENTS A SI GNI FI CANT SOCI AL AND HI STORI CAL | MPORTANCE
SYNONYMOUS W TH STRENGTH, COURAGE, | NTEGRI TY, AND SERVI CE.
MARTI N LUTHER KI NG JR BOULEVARDS, AVENUES AND FACI LI TI ES ALL
OVER THE NATI ON SERVE AS VI RTUAL SI GN POSTS TO THE AFRI CAN-
AMERI CAN COVMUNI TY. OFTEN THESE AVENUES, PARKS AND BUI LDI NGS
SERVE AS GEOGRAPHI C AND EMOTI ONAL RALLYI NG PO NTS FOR
UNDERSERVED COVMUNI TI ES, PROVI DI NG AN OFTEN UNDERESTI MATED
LINK TO THE STRUGGLES AND PRI DE OF PREVI QUS GENERATI ONS. THE
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1 KI NG DREW TRAUVA CENTER CONTI NUES THI' S PROUD TRADI TI ON, WH CH
2 | LLUM NATES THE VI RTUES OF THE CIVIL R GHTS MOVEMENT THROUGH
3 TIMELY, CULTURALLY SENSI TI VE AND OFTEN LI FE SAVI NG TREATMENT.
4 THE WATTS RIOT I N 1965 WERE A RESULT OF YEARS OF BUI LT- UP

5 PRESSURES FELT BY THE POOR COMMUNI TY I N THE WATTS W LLOWBROOK
6 AREA. FOR YEARS NUMEROUS VO CES FROM THE VARI QUS SECTORS OF

7 TH'S D VERSE COVWUNI TY AND ALL OF THE RESI DENTS | N BETWEEN

8 BEMOANED THE LACK OF PRACTI CAL SERVICES IN TH S AREA OF LGS

9 ANCELES. ONE OF THE LARGEST AREAS OF CONCERN WAS OF COURSE THE
10 ABSENCE OF A FUNCTI ONAL HEALTHCARE FACI LI TY IN THE AREA. AFTER
11 THE WATTS REBELLI ON, GOVERNOR PAT BROMN APPO NTED THE MCCONE
12 COW SSI ON TO | NVESTI GATE THE CAUSE OF THE RI OIS. THE

13 COWM SSI ON SUGGESTED THAT ONE OF THE MAJOR CONTRI BUTI NG

14 FACTORS WAS THE LACK OF VI ABLE HEALTHCARE FACI LI Tl ES,

15 SPECI FI CALLY A FACILITY WTH THE CAPACI TY TO HANDLE THE MOST
16 TRAUVATI C CASES. TWO OF THE MOST POWERFUL THI NGS THAT CAME OUT
17 OF THE MCCONE REPORTS WERE THE ACKNOWNLEDGEMENT THAT THERE WAS
18 A LACK OF HEALTHCARE SERVICES IN TH S AREA AND, TWO, I TS

19 PROPOSED REMEDY, THE HEALTHCARE FACI LI TY THAT BECAME KI NG

20 DREW W TH THE WORK OF PECPLE LI KE THE LATE KENNETH HAHN,

21  ASSEMBLYMAN MERVYN DYMALLY AND THE -- AND COVMUNI TY ACTI VI ST,
22 LILLI AN MOBLEY, THE HCSPI TAL BROKE GROUND SI X DAYS AFTER WY
FATHER S ASSASSI NATI ON. THE VO CES THAT SPOKE W TH PASSI ON,
CLARI TY, AND A TANG BLE KNOALEDGE OF THE NEEDS OF THI S

COMVUNI TY I N 1965 RI SE UP ANEW HERE | N PROTEST AND SCLI DARI TY
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TO OPPCSE THE CLOSING OF THI'S TRAUMA CENTER | AM ENERG ZED BY
THE VO CES OF THE DOCTORS AND STAFF AT KI NG DREW WHO, BY YOUR
OAN ADM SSI ON, ARE EXPERTS | N TRAUMA. | AM ENERG ZED BECAUSE,
THROUGH THEI R TESTI MONY, TESTI MONY THAT HI NGES ON THE

UNWAVERI NG BELI EF THAT CLOSING THI'S TRAUMA CENTER W LL COST
LIVES, | KNOW THAT | AM ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THIS FIGHT. | AM
ENTHUSED BECAUSE TODAY, AS | LOOK I N YOUR FACES, | KNOW THAT
YOU WLL NOT UNDERM NE THE M SSI ON OF KI NG DREW HOSPI TAL, NOR
WLL YOU | GNORE THE MANDATE SET FORTH BY THOSE COWM SSI ONERS
AND OTHER ELECTED OFFI Cl ALS THAT HAVE COVE BEFORE YOU. | FEEL
LI FTED UP BECAUSE, AS | WALK THROUGH THE CROWD OF THOUSANDS
OUTSI DE, | AM CONFI DENT THAT THEY WLL HOLD YOU ACCOUNTABLE AS
THEY DI D THE COUNTY SUPERVI SORS OF THE PAST TO DO RI GHT. |
APPLAUSE ]

YOLANDA KING TO DO RIGHT BY THIS COWUNI TY. | AM TOLD THAT
THE CLOSI NG OF THE TRAUMA CENTER | S BASED AROCUND THE LOOSE
LOGE C OF DECOVPRESSI ON, MEANI NG THAT BY CLOSI NG THE TRAUNVA
CENTER, ARGUABLY THE MOST VI TAL AND FUNCTI ONAL UNI'T OF THE
HOSPI TAL, MORE RESOURCES WOULD THEN BE AVAI LABLE FOR THE REST
OF THE HOSPI TAL. NOW I AM NO EXPERT, BUT THE KNOW.EDGE THAT I
HAVE GAI NED FROM HI STORY TELLS ME THAT | F TH S HOSPI TAL WAS
BU LT AS A COVWPREHENSI VE HEALTH CENTER, ONE THAT WAS PUT I N
THE COVMUNI TY | N RESPONSE TO W DESPREAD HEALTHCARE

| NADEQUACI ES, ONE OF WHICH | S DI RECTLY ADDRESSED BY THE TRAUNVA
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1 CENTER, AND THAT THEREBY CLOSI NG THI S W NG OF THE HOSPI TAL
2 WOULD NOT ONLY COVPROM SE THE M SSI ON, BUT ALSO THE FUNCTI ON
3 OF TH S HOSPI TAL AND, MOST | MPORTANTLY, WOULD COST LI VES. |

4 COVE HERE W TH THE UNDERSTANDI NG THAT KI NG DREW HAS SUFFERED
5 FROM A VARI ETY OF CHALLENGES, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO

6 NURSI NG SHORTAGES, A LACK OF RESOURCES, BUT LET US NOT CREATE
7 NEW TRAUVA CENTERS FURTHER AWAY FROM THE EPI CENTER OF THE

8 VICTIM5, AS WOULD BE THE CASE W TH THE PROPOSED CALI FORNI A

9 HOSPI TAL MEDI CAL CENTER TRAUVA UNI T. RATHER, LET US REALLY

10 G VE KING DREW THE FULL FI NANCI AL, TRAI NI NG AND HUVAN CAPI TAL
11 | T NEEDS TO SERVE THE PECPLE OF THI'S COVWUNI TY. [ APPLAUSE ]
12

13 YOLANDA KI NG WE HAVE MANY CHALLENGES BEFORE US. WE MJUST FI ND
14 A WAY TO ADDRESS THE PROBLEMS OF NURSE RECRUI TMENT, OF

15 TRAI NI NG AND RETENTI ON AND | NNOVATI VE WAYS MJUST BE CREATED TO
16 DI RECT AND REDI RECT RESOURCES TO TH S HOSPI TAL. BUT ABOVE ALL,
17 OUR MOST PRESSI NG CHALLENGE IS TO BREATHE NEW LI FE | NTO THE

18  TRAUVA CENTER AT KI NG DREW UNDER NO Cl RCUMSTANCE SHOULD W\E

19 ALLOW KI NG DREW TRAUVA CENTER TO BE CLOSED. HEALTHCARE | S

20 LINKED TO THE ETHOS OF THE CIVIL RI GATS MOVEMENT, | N FACT,

21 HEALTHCARE IS A CORNERSTONE OF CIVIL RIGHTS, FOR | T SPANS

22 ACROSS STRUGGLES FOR LABOR RI GHTS, LI VING WAGE, GENDER RI GHTS,
ECONOM C EQUALI TY, AND RACI AL PARI TY. THEREFORE, MR. CHAlI RVAN
AND THE BOARD, WE FIND | T ACCEPTABLE AND | NTOLERABLE THAT THI S
BODY WOULD ALI GN | TSELF W TH PCOLI Cl ES AND PCLI CY MAKERS THAT
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1 WOULD DENY THE AVERAGE HARD WORKI NG CI TI ZEN OF THE WATTS
2  WLLOABROOK COVMUNI TY ACCESS TO HEALTH SERVI CE I N THEI R MOST
3 URGENT TIMES OF NEED. | THANK YOQU FOR THI S OPPORTUNI TY TO

4 SPEAK MY PI ECE. THANK YOU.

6 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YQU. [ APPLAUSE ]

8 SUP. KNABE, CHAI R NEXT -- [ APPLAUSE CONTI NUES ]

10 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU VERY MJUCH. NEXT I'LL CALL ON

11 SENATOR G L CEDI LLO, FOLLONED BY L.A. CITY COUNCI L MEMBER,

12 JANI CE HAHN. FOR THOSE OF YOU THAT ARE STANDI NG AND WAI TI NG TO
13 SPEAK, WE' VE GOT' AN ORDER. | F YQU VE FI LLED OQUT A CARD, WE' LL
14 CALL YQU, OKAY, |F YQU VE FILLED QUT A FORM SENATOR?

15

16 SENATOR G L CEDI LLO SUPERVI SORS, MR KNABE, MS. BURKE, M.

17 MOLI NA, SUPERVI SOR YAROCSLAVSKY, MR ANTONOVI CH, LET ME THANK
18 YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNI TY TO ADDRESS YOU AND LET ME SAY TO YQU
19 THAT | HAVE SUCH TREMENDOUS RESPECT FOR YQU, FOR YOUR

20 I NTELLI GENCE, FOR YOUR COW TMENT, AND FOR THE VERY, VERY

21 DI FFI CULT JOB THAT YOU HAVE. LET ME THANK THE REVEREND JESSE
22 JACKSON, WHO I S ALWAYS THE FI RST PERSON CALLED UPON VWHENEVER
THERE' S A CRI SIS ANYWHERE | N THE WORLD. THANK YQU, MAXI NE
WATERS AND MY COLLEAGUE, MERV DYMALLY, FOR YOUR TREMENDQOUS
LEADERSH P ON THI S | SSUE. LET ME BE BRI EF, CONCI SE, SUCCI NCT
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1 AND SAY YOU CANNOT, ABSOLUTELY NOT, CLOSE TH S TRAUMA CENTER.
2 [ APPLAUSE ]

4 SENATOR G L CEDILLO FOR TOO MANY OF US, THE BEG NNI NG OF THE
5 CLOSURE SI GNALS A PRCCESS OF DI SMANTLI NG OF THE LEGACY OF

6 MARTIN LUTHER KI NG THE CLOSI NG OF TH S TRAUMA CENTER HAS A

7 GREATER SYMBOLI C VALUE THAN A POLI CY VALUE, A GREATER

8 MEANI NGFUL VALUE FOR THE LI VES OF US WHO LI VE HERE I N THE

9 COMWUNITY THAN I T DOES FI NANCI AL VALUE. I T MEANS SO MJUCH TO
10 EACH AND EVERY ONE OF US. WE ARE LI VI NG HERE AMONGST G ANT

11 LEADERS. | RVA REED, LILLI AN MOBLEY, SWEET ALI CE HARRI S, PECPLE
12 WHO HAVE G VEN THEIR LI VES TO THE COMVUNI TY TO MAKE SURE THAT
13 EVERY PERSON WHO LI VES HERE HAS A MODI CUM OF DI GNI TY AND

14 RESPECT. AND SO LET ME SAY AGAI N THAT YOU CANNOT, ABSCLUTELY
15 NOT, CLOSE THI'S TRAUVA CENTER I T IS -- [ APPLAUSE ]

16

17 SENATOR G L CEDI LLO WE HAVE DONE SO MUCH TOGETHER | N THE

18 PAST, | AM SO PROUD TO BE PART OF THE COUNTY FAM LY, THE

19 COUNTY HI STORY, OUR EFFORTS TO SAVE COLI VE VIEW TO SAVE MARTI N
20 LUTHER KING TO SAVE L.A. U . S.C. IN THE ' 90S WAS JUST PART OF
21  THE MOST BRI LLI ANT COLLECTI VE H STORY OF OQUR REG ON. WORKI NG
22 INTH S COALI TION WTH LOCAL 660 AND THE COMMUNI TY AND YOUR
LEADERSH P, WE DI D WHAT MANY PEOPLE SAI D VE COULDN T DO. AND
SO I'"MA LITTLE PERPLEXED THAT WE' RE HERE TODAY VWHEN I N FACT
VE SAVED OUR ENTI RE HEALTHCARE SYSTEM AGAI NST ALL ODDS | N THE
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1 '90S AND AGAI NST TREMENDQOUS, TREMENDOUS CHALLENGES OF

2 RESOURCES. AND SO | KNOW WE' RE PERPLEXED TCODAY BECAUSE THOSE

3 OF US WHO ARE SI TTI NG HERE ARE SAYI NG "WAIT A M NUTE, YQU

4  WANT TO KEEP MARTI N LUTHER KI NG OPEN, YOU WANT TO PRESERVE THE
5 QUALITY OF SERVI CES AND THE TRAUVA CENTER, AND SO DO VE." AND
6 RESOURCES AREN T THE CHALLENGE. AND SO LET ME SAY TO YOU AGAI N
7 THAT YOU CANNOT, ABSOLUTELY NOT, CLOSE MARTI N LUTHER KI NG AND
8 LET ME SAY WHY. LET ME SAY WHY AND LET ME SAY VWHY | TH NK THAT
9 WHAT WE CAN GO -- WHERE WE CAN GO FROM HERE. WHILE IT IS TRUE
10 THAT ONLY 4% OF THE HOSPI TAL | NTAKE COMES THROUGH THE TRAUMVA
11 CENTER, IT IS THE SECOND LARGEST TRAUMA CENTER I N THE REG ON.
12 AND IT MATCHES AND PARALLELS L.A.C./U S.C., BIG"G" WHCH IS
13 ABOUT TWCE THE SI ZE. AND SO WE HAVE THAT SCENARI O AND THEN WE
14 HAVE PROP B. PROP B, AS |IT WAS READ, STATED VERY CLEARLY I T

15  WAS PAST PRESERVE, PRESERVE, PRESERVE, MEAN NG PRESERVE AND

16 MAI NTAIN THE STATUS QUO, AND -- [ APPLAUSE ]

17

18 SENATOR G L CEDI LLO -- AND AUGVENT THE TRAUVA NETWORK, NOT TO
19 DI SPLACE, NOT TO MANEUVER OR MANI PULATE, BUT TO AUGVENT THE

20 TRAUMA NETWORK. THAT MEANS TO MAKE THOSE CONTRACTS SOVEWHAT

21  APPROPRI ATE, H RE MORE SURGEONS, H RE MORE NURSES, ENTER | NTO
22 COLLECTI VE BARGAI NI NG AGREEMENTS AND TERMS OF CONTRACTS, AND
BU LD AND BUTTRESS THI S NETWORK. [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]
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1 SENATOR G L CEDI LLA: MORE QUALITY CARE. WTH RESPECT TO
2 BEILENSON, BEILENSON IS A DUE PROCESS LEGAL REQUI REMENT THAT
3 WE HAVE. THAT'S WHY WE' RE HERE. BUT I T MJUST TAKE PLACE BEFORE
4 DECI SI ONS ARE MADE. AND SO TO THE EXTENT THAT THERE' S ANY

5 CONNECTI ON, LINK, ANY EVEN CO NCI DENCE THAT | T MAY BE SOVE

6 SCENARI O CALI FORNI A WOULD DI SPLACE THE M L. K. TRAUVA CENTER
7 WTH SUBSTI TUTE SERVI CES FOR THE M L. K. TRAUVA CENTER, THEN

8 YOU RIP QUT THE SUBSTANTI VE MEANI NG OF BEI LENSON AND YOU MAKE
9 TH S REALLY A, | DON' T WANT TO SAY, BUT, YOU KNOW | N SOVE

10 RESPECTS, A SHAM CF A HEARI NG [ APPLAUSE ]

11

12 SENATOR G L CEDI LLO AND | KNOW THAT THAT' S NOT YOUR

13 I NTENTION. | KNOW THAT YOU RE ALL HONORABLE PEOPLE CONCERNED
14 WTH RESOLVI NG TH S PROBLEM SO YOU MJUST, TOMORROW YOU MJST
15 NOT PROCEED W TH THE EFFORTS TO GRANT A CONTRACT AND TO ENGAGE
16 |IN CALIFORNIA, BECAUSE IT IS TOO CLOSE, EVEN I N CO NCI DENCE,

17 LET ALONE SOME NEXUS OR SOVE PGOSSI BI LI TY THAT SOVE PATI ENT

18  THAT SHOULD COME HERE WOULD GO THERE. | T WOULD BREACH THE

19 REQUI REMENTS OF THI S BEI LENSON HEARI NG, OKAY. AND THERE ARE - -
20 THERE ARE SUCH PROFOUND LI FE EXPERI ENCES W TH RESPECT TO THI S
21  QUESTION OF PROXIM TY. SINCE OUR LAST HEARI NG, | WAS

22 APPROACHED BY A YOUNG MAN. | WAS AT AN EVENT, A YOUNG MAN
COMES UP TO ME AND SAYS, "SIR | WANT TO THANK YOQU FOR

SPEAKI NG QUT, " A YOUNG LATI NO MAN, A CGRADUATE STUDENT,

U C L. A AND HE SAYS, "I WANT TO THANK YOU FOR FI GHTI NG FOR
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1 MARTI N LUTHER KI NG HOSPI TAL AND FOR THE TRAUMA CENTER, " HE
2 SAYS, "BECAUSE YOQU SEE HERE? | WAS SHOT, AND | LIVE HERE BY
3 THE GRACE OF GOD, AND BY THE GRACE OF THOSE WHO WORK AT MARTI N

4 LUTHER KI NG TRAUVA CENTER. " [ APPLAUSE ]

6 SENATOR G L CED LLO AND SO TODAY, HE PREPARES FOR GRADUATI ON
7 FROM THE U.C. L. AL GRADUATE SCHOOL AND W LL COVE BACK TO THE

8 COMMUNITY TO WORK AS A SOCI AL WORKER TO MAKE SURE THAT THERE' S
9 NO OTHER ACCI DENTAL VICTIMs OF A DRI VE-BY. | HAVE A SI STER- I N
10  LAWWHO LI VES TODAY, SHE WAS WORKI NG, AN EMPLOYER, HAD HEALTH
11 | NSURANCE. SHE GOT' ANOTHER JOB, SHE DIDN T | NVEST, SHE DI DN T
12 MEET THE PERI OD, AND SO GQUESS WHAT, SHE WAS PART OF THOSE

13 WORKI NG PEOPLE WHO DON' T HAVE | NSURANCE. AND SO SHE HAD AN - -
14 AND THEY SAI D, "GET COBRA, BUY SOVETH NG YOU KNOW SOMETHI NG
15  MAY HAPPEN TO YOU," WHO THI NKS ABQUT | T, THAT SOVETHI NG I S

16 GO NG TO HAPPEN TO US TONI GAT AND WVE WON' T BE HERE TOMORROW
17 ONLY GOD KNOAS. AND SO SHE DOES NOT BUY THE COBRA AND, GUESS
18 WHAT, SHE GETS AN ANEURYSM AND SHE GETS SAVED AT MARTI N

19 LUTHER KI NG TRAUVA CENTER. [ APPLAUSE ]

20

21  SENATOR G L CEDI LLO JUST | NCREDI BLE, | NCREDI BLE STORY. HER

22 SON PROTECTS THE PRESI DENT. THAT IS THE MAGNI TUDE, THE REACH,
THE BREADTH, THE DEPTH OF THI S CENTER FOR THE WORLD. AND SO
YOU CANNOT, ABSCLUTELY NOT, CLOSE MARTI N LUTHER KI NG CENTER
VE' VE DONE SO MJUCH TOGETHER. WE SAVED THI S ENTI RE HEALTHCARE
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NETWORK | N THE ' 90S W THOUT AN AGREEMENT AND W THOUT

RESOURCES, BUT WE CAME TOGETHER AND WE SAVED THI S CENTER AND
VE SAVED THE WHOLE NETWORK. SAVI NG M L. K. TRAUVA CENTER SHOULD
NOT BE THAT DI FFI CULT. | KNOW YOU DON' T WANT TO DO I T. CLEARLY
THE COVMUNI TY DOESN' T WANT TO DO I T, AND SO | SAY TO YOU AND
OFFER AGAI N, ALL THE RESOURCES OF THE STATE, BOTH I TS

| NTELLECTUAL AND HUMAN RESOURCES THAT WE CAN OFFER UP, TO WORK
WTH YOU ON AN EFFORT TO SAVE THE CENTER, BECAUSE YOU CANNOT,
YOU CANNOT, AND YOU CAN NOT, ABSOLUTELY NOT, CLCSE MARTI N
LUTHER KI NG TRAUVA CENTER. | THANK YQU. [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE

]

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE CONTI NUES ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R COUNCI L MEMBER HAHN AND THEN COUNCI L MEMBER
LUDLOW AND THEN - -

JANI CE HAHN: THANK YQU, CHAI RMAN KNABE, MEMBERS OF THE BOARD,
FOR HOLDI NG THI' S BEI LENSON HEARI NG ALL WE' RE ASKI NG | S THAT
TH' S HEARI NG BE FAI R, BE OPEN, BE HONEST, AND THAT, I N FACT,
YOU WLL LISTEN TO ALL THE CONCERNS, ALL THE FEAR, ALL THE
DREAD OF WHAT THE CONSEQUENCE OF THI S TRAUVA CENTER BEI NG
CLOSED AND ADDRESS THOSE CONCERNS BEFORE YOU MAKE YOUR

DECI SION. | T WAS A GREAT HONOR TO HAVE THE DAUGHTER OF MARTI N
LUTHER KI NG HERE, YOLANDA KI NG HER AND | WERE YOUNG WOVEN
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WHEN MY FATHER CALLED HER MOTHER AND SAI D THAT THE DECI SI ON
WAS TO NAME THI S HOSPI TAL AFTER HER LATE HUSBAND, AND HER
MOTHER CAME HERE AND | STOOD W TH HER AS WE DEDI CATED AND
BROKE THE GROUND FOR THI'S HOSPI TAL. ALL WE' RE ASKI NG | S THAT
YOU DELAY YOUR DECI SI ON, NOT ONE WEEK, NOT TWO WEEKS, BUT WHAT
WE' RE ASKI NG |'S THAT YOU DELAY THI S DECI SION UNTI L WE' VE HAD A
SECOND OPI NI ON. [ APPLAUSE ]

JANI CE HAHN: WE BELI EVE DR. GARTHWAI TE HAS MADE THE
RECOMVENDATI ON TO CLOSE THI S TRAUVA CENTER, BUT WE BELI EVE
THAT IS THE WRONG DECI SI ON AND WE BELI EVE THAT THERE ARE OTHER
OPI NI ONS QUT THERE, OTHER MEDI CAL OPI NI ONS FROM HEALTHCARE
PROFESSI ONALS, FROM DOCTORS, FROM NURSES, FROM PARAMEDI CS, VWHO
W LL SAY THAT THERE ARE OTHER WAYS TO SAVE THI S HOSPI TAL

W THOUT CLOSI NG THE TRAUVA CENTER. [ APPLAUSE |

JANI CE HAHN: ALL WE WANT IS FOR YOU TO SAY TO DR. GARTHWAI TE
AND OTHERS, |S THERE ANOTHER VWAY TO FI X THE PROBLEMS THAT HAVE
BEEN | DENTI FI ED AT KI NG DREW HOSPI TAL W THOUT CLGCSI NG THE
TRAUVA CENTER. WE DON' T THI NK YOU VE ASKED THAT QUESTI ON YET.
AND WE BELI EVE THAT ALL OF THE PEOPLE HAVE NOT BEEN AT THE
TABLE YET, AND | THI NK THAT' S WHAT THE REVEREND JESSE JACKSON
WAS ASKI NG, CAN YOU MAKE SURE THAT WHI LE YOU RE MAKI NG THI S
DECI SI ON, WH LE YOU RE LI STENI NG TO YOUR 13- M LLI ON- DOLLAR
CONSULTANT, NAVI GANT, THAT -- [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]
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JANI CE HAHN: -- THAT YOU WLL MAKE SURE THAT WE ALSO HAVE THE
DOCTORS AND THE NURSES AND THE HEALTHCARE PROFESSI ONALS THERE
WHO W LL HELP YOU SOLVE THI'S PROBLEM W THOUT CLOSI NG THE
TRAUMA CENTER |'VE BEEN ACCUSED OF WANTI NG TO PROTECT THE
STATUS QUO. | ' VE BEEN ACCUSED OF TRYI NG TO PROTECT LESS THAN
EXCELLENT CARE AT THI'S HOSPI TAL. NOTHI NG COULD BE FURTHER FROM
THE TRUTH FROM ME, AND | THI NK THOSE OF YOU WHO KNOW ME KNOW
THAT, AND | F BY THE STATUS QUO WE' RE TALKI NG ABOUT A SHORTAGE
OF NURSES, NO HOSPI TAL ADM NI STRATOR ON THE PREM SES,

DECI SI ONS BEI NG MADE FROM DOWNTOAN AND NOT AT THE HOSPI TAL, IS
THAT THE STATUS QUO? BECAUSE |I'M NOT -- | DON' T WANT TO
PROTECT THAT STATUS QUO. | THINK ALL OF US DESERVE, THI S
COMMUNI TY DESERVES, | N FACT, ALL THE RES|I DENTS OF LOS ANGELES
COUNTY DESERVE, THAT ALL OF YOUR HOSPI TALS PROVI DE EXCELLENT,
FULL SERVI CE, HEALTHCARE TO WHOEVER NEEDS | T, AND WHI LE | KNOW
THE EMERGENCY ROOM TAKES 45, 000 PATI ENTS A YEAR AND THE TRAUMA
CENTER ONLY TAKES ABOUT 2, 000 A YEAR, CLOSI NG THE TRAUMA
CENTER DOESN T PREVENT TRAUMA CASES FROM COM NG | NTO THAT

HOSPI TAL. [ APPLAUSE ]

JANI CE HAHN: AS W KNOW THEY WALK I N, THEY' RE DROPPED OFF BY
THEI R FRI ENDS. MANY TRAUVA PATI ENTS COME | N THROUGH THE

EMERGENCY ROOM SO THEIR LIVES WLL BE PUT I N MORE JEOPARDY | F
THE TRAUVA CENTER |'S CLOSED AND YET THEY' RE STILL COM NG | NTO
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TH' S EMERCENCY ROOM THAT' S OPEN. THOSE QUESTI ONS HAVE NOT BEEN
FULLY ANSWERED, I N My OPI NI ON. TCODAY, WE HAVE I N THE AUDI ENCE,
AND | HOPE HE SPEAKS, DR BRI AN HUBBARD. FI NALLY, THE LGOS
ANGELES TI MES WROTE A GOOD ARTI CLE ABOUT THI S HOSPI TAL.

FI NALLY, THE L.A. TIMES TALKED ABOUT LEROY UPRI GHT, WHO WAS
VALKI NG WTH H S FRI ENDS NEAR CRENSHAW AND SLAUSSEN WHEN HE
WAS SHOT | N THE BACK. THE AMBULANCE TOOK HI M TO THE NEAREST
TRAUVA CENTER, WH CH WAS KI NG DREW AND TRAUVA SURGEQN, BRI AN
HUBBARD, HERO CALLY SAVED H' S LI FE. HE WAS BLEEDI NG TO DEATH.
HE ARRI VED AT THE HOSPI TAL TRAUVA CENTER W TH BARELY A LI TER
OF BLOOD LEFT IN H' S BODY. HE' D ARRI VED THERE 39 M NUTES AFTER
HE' D BEEN SHOT, AND HAD THI S TRAUMA CENTER BEEN CLOSED, THE
NOTE ON THE DOOR SAYI NG "GO SOVEWHERE ELSE, " LEROY PROBABLY
WOULD HAVE BEEN DI ED -- WOULD HAVE DI ED. TH S TRAUVA CENTER,
TH' S TRAUVA SURGEON HAS SAVED 900 LEROYS JUST LAST YEAR [
CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

JANI CE HAHN: VWE WANT YOU TO LOOK AT ANOTHER PLAN. WE TH NK A
PLAN HAS BEEN PRESENTED THAT' S SUPPORTED BY DOCTORS AND
NURSES. VW WANT TO HEAR FROM DR. GARTHWAI TE NOT A
RECOMVENDATI ON TO CLOSE THI S TRAUVA CENTER, BUT WHAT WE WANT
TO HEAR FROM HHM IS A STRATEGY ON HON WE BEG N RECRUI TI NG AND
PAYI NG FOR THE PROFESSI ONAL NURSES AND DOCTORS THAT THI S
TRAUVA CENTER NEEDS TO REMAI N OPEN, BUT KEEP AN OPEN M ND.
DON' T CLOSE THE TRAUVA CENTER, PLEASE. [ APPLAUSE ]
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SUP. KNABE, CHAI R COUNCI L MEMBER LUDLOW THEN COUNCI L MEMBER
VI LLA REGOSA.

COUNCI LMEMBER LUDLOW THANK YOQU, MR CHAI RVAN. FI RST OF ALL,
LET ME SAY THAT | APPRECI ATE YOUR FLEXI BI LI TY AND THE MANNER
IN VH CH YOU VE RUN THE HEARI NG TODAY, HEARI NG -- G VI NG
CONGRESSWOVAN WATERS AMPLE Tl ME TO EXPRESS HERSELF AND
REVEREND JACKSON. WE APPRECI ATE YOUR FLEXIBILITY I N THE

HEARI NG | ALSO WANT TO SAY TO YVONNE BURKE THAT | APPRECI ATE
THE COURACE THAT YQU VE DI SPLAYED TO VOTE | N OPPOSI TION TO THE
MAJORI TY ON THE BOARD. THERE ARE A NUMBER OF US I N THE

COVMUNI TY THAT THANK YOU FOR THAT "NO' VOTE AND -- [ APPLAUSE

]

COUNCI LMEMBER LUDLOW -- TWCE IN THE LAST MONTH, |'VE

| NTRODUCED MOTI ONS ON THE FLOOR OF THE L. A. CITY COUNCI L. BOTH
OF THOSE MOTI ONS HAVE SPOKEN TO THE CI TY'S OPPCOSI TI ON TO THE
CLOSURE OF THI S TRAUVA CENTER, AND ON TWO OCCASI ONS, ON A
UNANI MOUS VOTE, THE CI TY COUNCI L REPRESENTI NG 3.9 M LLI ON
PEOPLE HAVE VOTED I N TOTAL OPPCSI TI ON TO THE DECI SI ON THAT
YOU VE MADE TO CLOSE THI' S TRAUVA CENTER DOMN, AND | THINK IT'S
| MPORTANT THAT YOU RECOGNI ZE HOW DEEP THOSE FEELI NGS ARE
THROUGHOUT THE CITY OF L. A, BECAUSE PEOPLE ON THE WEST Sl DE
UNDERSTAND, AND | THI NK I F YOU WOULD TAKE A MOVENT TO LI STEN
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1 TO THE PRI VATE SECTOR, TRAUVA CENTER, MEDI CAL DI RECTORS WHO
2 ARE PETRI FI ED, THEY ARE PETRI FI ED, THEY RECOGNI ZE THAT THEY' RE
3 ALREADY OPERATI NG BEYOND THE BRI NK OF DI SASTER, AND TO SIT BY
4 AND WATCH YQOU DI SMANTLE WHAT HAS BEEN, BY MANY ARGUMENTS, THE
5 CORNERSTONE OF THE COUNTY'S TRAUVA CENTER, HAS THEM LI TERALLY
6 PETRI FI ED AND THEY ARE VERY, VERY QUTRAGED AT THE DECI SI ON

7 THAT THEY BELI EVE YOU HAVE ALREADY MADE NOTW THSTANDI NG

8 TODAY' S HEARI NG NOW TODAY, YOU VE HEARD SOVE VERY PASSI ONATE
9 TESTIMONY, GLORIA | DON T KNOWWHERE ZEV VEENT. |

10 I NTERJECTI ONS ]

11

12 COUNCI LMEMBER LUDLOW BUT SUPERVI SOR YAROSLAVSKY, | HOPE YQU
13 MAKE | T BACK HERE I N THE NEXT COUPLE OF M NUTES, BECAUSE WHAT
14 "M NOT GO NG TO DO TODAY IS TRY TO OQUT PCLITICI ZE YOU AND, I N
15 FACT, THE DEMEANOR THAT REVEREND JACKSON LEFT US I N WAS

16 PERHAPS THE MOST HELPFUL DEMEANCR. | T WAS A DEMEANOR OF

17 COLLEG ALITY, I'T WAS A DEMEANOR OF DI SCUSSI ON, AND I KNOW I AM
18 ONE THAT HAS NOT RECEI VED A SI NGLE PHONE CALL FROM THI S BOARD
19 OF SUPERVI SORS ASKI NG ME, REPRESENTI NG 250, 000 PEOPLE I N THE
20 CITY OF L. A, FOR ASSI STANCE.

21

22 SUP. KNABE, CHAI R WHO CALLED YQU?

COUNCI LMEMBER LUDLOW | HAVEN T RECElI VED THAT CALL. | HAVEN T
RECEI VED THE CALL. NOW DON, | WLL SAY WTH ALL DUE RESPECT,
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1 MY APPRECI ATION TO YQU THI S WEEKEND, VWHERE YOU MADE A PHONE
2 CALL THI S WEEKEND | N CONTEXT OF HOWN TO RUN TODAY' S HEARI NG WE
3 ALL APPRECI ATE THAT PHONE CALL, DON, AND YQU VE BEEN VERY OPEN
4 | N ALLON NG THE PROCESS TO UNFOLD. | THANK YOU FOR THAT. BUT

5 WHAT | WOULD LI KE TO DO, WHAT | WOULD LIKE TO DO I S | NTRODUCE
6 TWO PEOPLE TO SPEAK TO DR GARTHWAITE. | THINK I T'S | MPORTANT
7 THAT WE HAVE A DI ALOGUE BETWEEN | NTELLECTUALS, BETWEEN MEDI CAL
8 EQUALS, AND BEFORE | | NTRODUCE THEM | WANT TO JUST SAY THAT

9 ON BEHALF OF THE QUARTER OF A M LLI ON PEOPLE THAT | REPRESENT
10 |IN My D STRICT, THAT WE STAND AND SALUTE TO THE THOUSANDS OF
11 COUNTY EMPLOYEES THAT ARE DO NG AN ADM RABLE JOB EVERY SI NGLE
12 DAY TO KEEP HUMAN ALI VE I N KI NG DREW COULD THE COUNTY WORKERS
13 PLEASE STAND UP? COULD THE COUNTY WORKERS PLEASE STAND UP? [

14  APPLAUSE ]

15

16  COUNCI LMEMBER LUDLOW BEFORE | BRI NG THEI R REPRESENTATI VE

17 FORWARD, | WANT TO FI RST | NTRODUCE THE PERSON THAT W LL FOLLOW
18 THEI R REPRESENTATIVE. THI'S INDIVIDUAL IS A CLI Nl CAL PROFESSOR
19 AT THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND POLI CY MANAGEMENT AT COLUMBI A
20 UNI'VERSITY. HE HOLDS AN M B. A. IN THE SCHOOL OF BUSI NESS FROM
21  COLUMBI A UNI VERSI TY, HOLDS A JURI S DOCTORATE DECGREE FROM YALE
22 SCHOOL OF LAW HOLDS A MEDI CAL DEGREE FROM YALE SCHOOL OF

MEDI CI NE. HE HAS OVER 20 YEARS OF EXPERI ENCE AT TURNI NG AROUND
HOSPI TALS I N CRI SIS, HE HAS BEEN ASKED BY OVER 15 LARGE

MEDI CAL | NSTI TUTIONS IN THI'S NATION FOR HI S ADVI CE ON HOW TO
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1 TURN THEI R HOSPI TAL AROUND, AND HE | S HERE TODAY, DR

2 GARTHWAI TE, TO TALK COLLEAGUE TO COLLEAGUE. [ APPLAUSE ]

4  COUNCI LMEMBER LUDLOW LET ME FI RST BEG N BY | NTRODUCI NG THE
5 BARGAI NI NG UNI T REPRESENTATI VE FOR NEARLY 80, 000 PUBLI C

6 HEALTHCARE AND COUNTY WORKERS, PLEASE WELCOVE ANELLE GRAJEDA.
7 [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

9 ANELLE GRAJEDA: GOOD AFTERNCON, SUPERVI SORS. | DON T KNOW

10 ABOUT THAT | NTELLECTUAL STUFF, BUT | KNOW WHAT SIDE I'M ON.

11 OKAY? LET ME JUST SAY THIS. THIS IS NOT A JOBS | SSUE FOR US.

12 NOT A SI NGLE LAYOFF WOULD RESULT FROM THE CLOSURE OF THE

13 TRAUVA CENTER. QOUR OPPOSI TION TO THE CLOSURE OF THE TRAUMVA

14 CENTER | S BASED ON OQUR MEMBERS' CONCERN ABQOUT PATI ENT SAFETY
15 AND THEI R COMM TMENT TO THE FUTURE OF THE HOSPI TAL AND THE

16 COUNTY HEALTH SYSTEM NOR ARE WE HERE -- DON' T M SUNDERSTAND
17 US, WE' RE NOT HERE TO DEFEND THE STATUS QUO. WE RECOGNI ZE THAT
18  KING DREW IS A HOSPI TAL I N DI STRESS. WE KNOW THAT FI XI NG KI NG
19 DREW S PROBLEMS W LL REQUI RE SI GNI FI CANT CHANGES, AND WE WANT
20 TO BE PART OF THE PROCESS OF SHAPI NG OQUR HOSPI TAL' S FUTURE,

21  FRANKLY, A FUTURE THAT CGROANS MORE | NSECURE EACH DAY. BUT WE DO
22 NOT BELI EVE THAT CLOSI NG ONE OF THE HOSPI TAL' S STRONGEST
UNI'TS, AN I NSTI TUTION I N FACT ONCE USED BY THE M LI TARY FOR
TRAINI NG | TS MEDI CAL PERSONNEL, 1S THE WAY TO SAVE THE

HOSPI TAL. THE DEPARTMENT HAS PRESENTED NO EVI DENCE TO SUPPCORT
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| TS THEORY THAT THE H GH VOLUME OF TRAUMATI C | NJURI ES

PRESENTED TO THE HOSPI TAL THREATENS THE QUALI TY OF PATI ENT
CARE. | N FACT, THEY HAVE PRESENTED NO EVI DENCE OF ANY CLI NI CAL
ASSESSMENT AT ALL. THE DEPARTMENT HAS ATTEMPTED TO REMEDY THE
NEAR COVPLETE ABSENCE OF CAPABLE MANAGEMENT BY HI RI NG AN

QUTSI DE CONSULTANT, THE NAVI GANT FIRM AT A CONSI DERABLE COST.
I N THE ABSENCE OF EVI DENCE THAT THE CARE REQUI RED BY THE
TRAUVA PATI ENTS HAS, I N FACT, BEEN THE CAUSE OF WEAKNESSES AT
KI NG DREW THE DEPARTMENT MAY BE RECOMVENDI NG THE WRONG
SOLUTION. BUT IN I TS DEDI CATI ON TO THI S UNSUPPORTED THEORY, I T
HAS PO NTEDLY | NSTRUCTED NAVI GANT NOT TO EVEN ASSESS THE

RATI ONALE FOR CLOSI NG THE TRAUMA CENTER. | N FACT, THE
RESOURCES REQUI RED FOR THE CARE OF THE MOST COVPLEX PATI ENTS
N THE TRAUVA CENTER APPEARS TO BE EXACTLY WHAT WOULD BE

REQUI RED TO | MPROVE THE QUALITY OF CARE | N THE HOSPI TAL. WHAT
HAS BEEN LACKI NG | S THE MANAGEMENT TO ADDRESS THI S | SSUE, THE
| NDEPENDENCE OF MANAGEMENT TO | MPLEMENT UPGRADI NG PROGRAMS AND
THE RESOURCES TO FI LL | MPORTANT GAPS | N STAFFI NG ALSO,
APPARENTLY LACKING IS A WLL TO CONTI NUE TO PROVI DE

SOPHI STI CATED SERVI CES | N SOUTH LOS ANGELES. AS A RESULT, KI NG
DREW CONTI NUES TO DI SAPPEAR PI ECE BY PI ECE LI KE A CHESHI RE
CAT. THE DEPARTMENT' S SITE C M'S. PLAN OF CORRECTI ON AND
J.C.A HO SCRUTINY AND THE POTENTI AL LOSS OF THE

ACCREDI TATI ON, BUT NO COVMUNI CATION FROMC.MS. ORJ.C A H O
HAS REQUI RED OR EVEN SUGGESTED THE CLOSURE OF TRAUMA. | N FACT,
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1 DR O LEARY, PRESIDENT OF THE J.C. A . H O, INDI CATED THAT IT
2 WAS NOT NECESSARY TO CLOSE A TRAUMA CENTER IN ORDER TO REGAI N
3 THE ACCREDI TATI ON. [ APPLAUSE ]

5 ANELLE GRAJEDA: THE DEPARTMENT REFERENCES THE LOSS OF THE

6 RESI DENT TRAI NI NG PROGRAMS, BUT CLOSURE OF THE TRAUMA CENTER

7 VI RTUALLY GUARANTEES THAT, FOR EXAMPLE, THE SURG CAL RESI DENCY
8 PROGRAM W LL NEVER BE RESTORED AT DREW ON GRCOUNDS THAT W THOUT
9 TRAUWVA, THE VOLUME OF SURGERY AT KI NG DREW W LL CONTI NUE TO

10 DECLI NE. RESTORATI ON OF RESI DENCY PROGRAMS | S ESSENTI AL TO THE
11 FUTURE OF KI NG DREW BUT CLOSURE OF THE TRAUVA CENTER IS NOT
12 AN EFFORT IN THI' S DI RECTI ON. THE DEPARTMENT PO NTS OUT THAT

13 KING DREW S TRAUVA CENTER HAS BEEN W THOUT A.C. S.

14  ACCREDI TATI ON SI NCE 1999, BUT A NUMBER OF TRAUVA CENTERS,

15 I NCLUDI NG ST. FRANCI' S, ONE OF THE DEPARTMENT' S PROPCSED

16  DESTI NATI ONS FOR PATI ENTS, ONCE KING S TRAUVA CENTER | S

17  CLOSED, ALSO LACKS THE ACCREDI TATION OF A.C.S. LGSS OF A.C S
18  ACCREDI TATI ON SHOULD BE, I N FACT, A CHALLENGE TO THE

19 LEADERSH P OF THE DEPARTMENT, NOT A REASON TO CLOSE THE

20 FACILITY. EXPERI ENCE DEMONSTRATES THAT I N HOSPI TALS, THE BEST
21  AND THE BRI GHTEST TEND TO BE ATTRACTED TO SPECI ALI ZED

22 SERVI CES. REMOVI NG THE BEST AND THE BRI GHTEST FROM HOSPI TAL
PERSONNEL |'S A CERTAIN GUI DE TO DuMw DOWN THE HOSPI TAL.
METAPHORI CALLY, WH LE THE BRAI NS REQUI RE A DI SPROPORTI ONATE
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1 SHARE OF THE BODY' S OXYGEN, BEHEADI NG |'S NOT THE SOLUTI ON.
2 APPLAUSE ]

4 ANELLE GRAJEDA: THE DEPARTMENT Cl TES CONGESTI ON | N THE

5 EMERGENCY ROOM AND | NSUFFI CIENT |.C. U. BEDS. TH S IS TRUE, AND
6 |T' S BEEN TRUE FOR SOVE TIME AT KING IT I'S THE FAI LURE OF THE
7 DEPARTMENT TO ATTRACT AND RETRAI N EXPERI ENCED NURSES TO STAFF
8 THE CRI TI CAL CARE BEDS THAT HAS CREATED THI S CHACS. RATHER

9 THAN ADDRESSI NG THE ABSENCE OF CRI TI CAL CARE NURSES BY

10 COVPLETI NG ACTI ON ON A NURSE' S CONTRACT TO ADDRESS NURSE

11 SALARI ES, WH CH REMAI N 30% BELOW THE LABOR MARKET, THE

12 COUNTY' S RESPONSE HAS BEEN TO SUFFER THE CONTI NUED EMERGENCY
13 ROOM CHACS AND TO USE I T AS A RATI ONALE TO CLOSE THE TRAUMA

14 CENTER THE DEPARTMENT ALSO ARGUES THAT THERE' S NO REQUI REMENT
15 UNDER MEASURE B TO MAI NTAI N THE CURRENT CONFI GURATI ON OF THE
16 TRAUMA NETWORK. THI'S IS TRUE, BUT I T DOES NOT CHANGE THE FACT
17 THAT WHEN VOTERS AGREED TO TAX THEMBELVES TO PROVI DE

18 ADDI TI ONAL RESOURCES FOR TRAUMA SERVI CES, THEY CERTAINLY DI D
19 NOT HAVE IN M ND CLOSI NG THE SECOND BUSI EST TRAUMA CENTER I N
20 LOS ANGELES COUNTY. [ APPLAUSE ]

21

22 ANELLE GRAJEDA: THE DEPARTMENT ALSO SUGGESTS THAT AN ANALYSI S
OF THE ACUI TY AND TRANSPORT DI STANCE OF PATI ENTS TAKEN TO KI NG
DREW SHOWAS THAT ONLY A HANDFUL OF PATIENTS W TH LI FE-

THREATENI NG | NJURI ES WOULD HAVE TO TRAVEL FURTHER UNDER THE
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1 NEW BOUNDARI ES FOR TRAUVA. BUT THE PERI CD UNDER EXAM NATION | S
2 ONE IN VWH CH | N-PATI ENT RESOURCES WERE | NADEQUATE AT KI NG

3 DREW SO MANY CRI TI CALLY I NJURED PATI ENTS WERE TRANSPORTED

4 ELSEWHERE. | N OTHER WORDS, THE ANALYSIS | S RELEVANT ONLY | F WE
5 ASSUME THAT KI NG DREW S PROBLEMs CANNOT BE FI XED. MOREOVER, |IT
6 | S PURE HYPCCRI SY TO TELL THE VOTERS I N 2002, I N THE CASE OF

7 TRAUVA, M NUTES, EVEN SECONDS, CAN MEAN THE DI FFERENCE BETWEEN
8 LIFE AND DEATH AND THEN, TWO YEARS LATER, TRY TO SUGGEST THAT
9 I NCREASED TRAVEL TIMES WLL NOT MATTER MJUCH. [ APPLAUSE ]

10

11 ANELLE GRAJEDA: THE BOTTOM LI NE, SUPERVI SORS, |S THAT FROM OUR
12 PERSPECTI VE, THE CLOSURE OF THE TRAUMA CENTER LOOKS LI KE

13 ANOTHER NAIL I'N THE COFFI N I N THE SYSTEMATI C DI SMANTLI NG OF

14 KI NG DREW PI ECE BY PI ECE, SERVI CE BY SERVI CE. A REDUCTI ON OF
15 2,000 OR MORE TRAUMA PATI ENTS, 60% OF WHOM ARE HOSPI TALI ZED,

16 WLL DOM N SH THE VOLUVE OF ACTIVITY THROUGHOUT THE HOSPI TAL,
17 LEADI NG TO FURTHER REDUCTI ON | N THE FI NANCI AL AND CLI NI CAL

18 INTEGRITY OF THE MEDI CAL CENTER. THE SERI AL EROSI ON OF | N-

19  PATI ENT, OUT- PATI ENT, AND EMERGENCY SERVI CES W LL MAKE

20  MAI NTENANCE OF THE HOSPI TAL SERVI CES | N ANY FORM FI NANCI ALLY
21  UNTENABLE. I'N SUM THE DEPARTMENT' S TEMPTATI ON TO REMOVE

22 PATI ENTS FROM THE HCSPI TAL | S UNDERSTANDABLE, BUT IT'S ILL

SU TED TO THE NEEDS OF THE COWUNI TY AND | T'S THE VWRONG

MEDI CI NE FOR THE FUTURE HEALTH OF KI NG DREW [ APPLAUSE ]
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ANELLE GRAJEDA: THANK YQOU. [ APPLAUSE CONTI NUES ]

ANELLE GRAJEDA: |'D LIKE -- [ APPLAUSE CONTI NUES ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R ANTONI O?

SUP. BURKE: HE' S PUTTING UP H'S OMN LI ST OF PECPLE.

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THE PEOPLE STAND -- WE WLL BE CALLI NG
EVERYONE, SO I F YOU RE STANDI NG I N LI NE AND YOUR NAME HASN T
BEEN CALLED, PLEASE TAKE A SEAT, BECAUSE | T WLL, WE' LL GET TO
EVERYONE.

COUNCI LMEMBER LUDLOW CHAI RVAN KNABE, THANK YOU AGAI N FOR YOUR
FLEXIBILITY. AS | BRING UP DR. HYDE, THERE IS A REPORT HERE
THAT 1'D LI KE TO HAVE ENTERED | NTO THE RECORD THAT | S THE FULL
VOLUME OF HHS FINDINGS. I T IS A PONT BY PO NT, DR

GARTHWAI TE, RESPONSE TO YOUR LETTER | NDI CATI NG THE REASONS WHY
THE CLOSURE MAKES SENSE. HE HAS ADDRESSED THOSE PO NT BY PO NT
AND PROVI DI NG VWHAT | THINK | S SOMVE SUBSTANTI AL REASONS TO NOT
MOVE FORWARD ON YOUR RECOMMENDATI ON. AND | WANT TO JUST, AS WE
BRING HM UP AGAIN, IN THE SPIRI T OF WHERE REVEREND JACKSON
HAD US, I N TERMS OF LOOKI NG FOR SOVE HOPEFUL OPEN M NDEDNESS
AMONGST THOSE OF YOU ON THE PANEL, DR HYDE COVES WTH A LONG
RESUME, FAR TOO LENGTHY TO G VE H S FEW MOVENTS HERE JUSTI CE,
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1 BUT | DO HOPE THAT YQU LI STEN TO HM AND WHETHER | T' S BEEN
2 THE COMMENTS THAT THERE | SN' T ANOTHER ALTERNATI VE, | AM

3 ABSOLUTELY CONFI DENT THAT THI S GENTLEMAN REPRESENTS A VI ABLE,

4 RESPONSI BLE, FORWARD- THI NKI NG ALTERNATI VE TO THE DECI SI ON THAT
5 YOU VE PUT FORWARD. PLEASE WELCOVE DR. FRED HYDE. [ APPLAUSE ]

7 DR FRED HYDE: MR CHAI RVAN AND MEMBERS OF THE BOARD AND STAFF
8 AND LADI ES AND CGENTLEMEN, | T 'S AN HONOR, FRANKLY, TO BE HERE

9 AND TO HAVE AN OPPORTUNI TY AS AN QUTSI DER TO OFFER SQOVE

10 THOUGHTS FOR YOUR CONSI DERATI ON. | WANT TO ASK YOU JUST

11 MOMENTARI LY TO GO BACK TO THE ORIA@ N OF YOUR TRAUVA SYSTEM AND
12 MR ANTONOVI CH FRANKLY MAY RECALL THE REALLY DI STI NGUI SHED

13 HI STORY THAT LOS ANGELES COUNTY HAD BEG NNI NG IN 1979 W TH THE
14  ClI RCULATI ON OF A SURVEY | NSTRUMENT TO SEE WHAT COULD BE DONE
15 ABOUT CREATI NG A REG ONAL TRAUMA SYSTEM YOU KNOW | N THE OLD
16 DAYS, THE CITY OR THE COUNTY HOSPI TAL WAS DE FACTO OF THE

17 TRAUVA HOSPI TAL ANYWAY, BUT LOS ANGELES WAS AN | NTERNATI ONAL
18 PI ONEER, AN | NTERNATI ONAL PI ONEER | N THE DEVELOPMENT OF A

19 COVPREHENSI VE REG ONAL TRAUVA SYSTEM | T UNDERTOOK A PROCESS
20 THAT CULM NATED BETWEEN THE M DDLE OF 1983 AND 1985 I N

21 BRING NG IN WHAT I T WAS FELT WAS THE REQUI SI TE NUMBER OF

22 HOSPI TALS TO SERVE THE POPULATI ON AT THAT TI ME, WH CH WAS
ABQUT -- ESTI MATED ABOUT NI NE M LLION, BUT G VE OR TAKE A
COUPLE, AS WVE KNOW AND AT THAT TI ME, WE HAD ORI G NALLY 23
HOSPI TALS THAT SI GNED UP TO BECOME PART OF THE COVPREHENSI VE

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
64




November 15, 2004

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

1 REG ONAL TRAUMA SYSTEM I N A SMALL FOOTNOTE, EVEN BEFORE THE
2 SYSTEM WAS COVPLETED, ONE HOSPI TAL DROPPED QUT, CALIFORNI A

3 HOSPITAL, DECIDED IT DIDN' T WANT TO BE PART OF THE SYSTEM

4  SUBSEQUENTLY, N NE OTHER HOSPI TALS DROPPED QUT, AND THEY WERE
5 ALL WRESTLING WTH THE SAME | SSUE. I T'S NOT A MATTER OF

6 PERSONALI TI ES OR WHETHER THEY WANTED TO DO THE RI GHT THI NG OR
7 WHETHER THEY ASPI RED TO BE A BETTER I NSTI TUTI ON, THEY WERE ALL
8 WRESTLI NG WTH THE SAME | SSUE YOU ARE WRESTLI NG W TH, AND I,

9 FRANKLY | COWMEND YOU, AND I'M NOT SURE WHAT | WOULD DO I F |

10 WVERE IN YOUR SHOES W TH ALL ASPECTS OF TH' S, WHAT DO WE DO

11 WTH PECPLE VWHO HAVE H GH COST MEDI CAL TREATMENT BUT HAVE NO
12 MEANS OF PAYI NG FOR THAT MEDI CAL TREATMENT? THEY WERE

13 VWRESTLI NG W TH THE UNI NSURED THEN, YOU RE WRESTLI NG W TH THE
14  UNI NSURED NOW | F YOU WEREN T WRESTLI NG W TH THE UNI NSURED AND
15  FACED W TH AN EXTRAORDI NARY DEFI CI T NEXT YEAR, THEN WE PERHAPS
16 WE WOULDN T BE HERE. BUT | DO WANT TO SAY THAT I T'S WORTH

17  EVERYONE RECOGNI ZI NG THAT LOS ANGELES COUNTY WAS THE Pl ONEER,
18 AND I F YOQU LOOK BACK I'N THE LI TERATURE IN THI S FI ELD, FORA VE
19 ME FOR BEING A LITTLE BI T PROFESSORI AL, YOU RE NOT PAYI NG

20 TUITION AND |'M NOT GO NG TO TRY TO LECTURE, BUT IN THE 1992

21 IN "THE ARCHI VES OF SURGERY" THERE' S A TREMENDOUS SET OF

22 ARTI CLES THAT TALK ABQUT THE VICTORIES OF TH S SYSTEM FOR
EXAMPLE, AS WAS MENTI ONED BEFORE, SOVETHI NG LI KE 83% OF THE
TRAUVA VI CTIMS WTH N A YEAR WERE BACK AT FULL OR PART-TI ME
WORK OR FULL OR PART-TI ME SCHOOL. TRUST ME. NOTHI NG LI KE BEI NG
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1 SHOT OR STABBED TO CHANGE YOUR LI FE, YOU GO THROUGH A LOT OF
2 EXPERI ENCES, |F YOU RE LUCKY ENOUGH, |F YOU RE LUCKY ENOUCH,
3 TO BE NEAR A TRAUVA CENTER, YOU HAVE A DI FFERENT PERSPECTI VE

4 AND A DI FFERENT OUTLOOK ON THE LIFE I'N FRONT OF YOU, AND I N

5 TERMS OF LI FE YEARS SAVED, THI S IS MORE | MPORTANT | N MANY WAYS
6 THAN CANCER, HEART DI SEASE, STROKE, DI ABETES. THIS IS LI FE

7 YEARS SAVED FROM TRAUVA CENTERS, AND LOS ANGELES WAS THE

8 PIONEER. AND | HOPE YOU FEEL GOOD ABQUT THAT, | HOPE YOU HAVE
9 A GOAL IN FRONT OF YOU ABQUT THAT, AND | HOPE | T MEANS

10 SOVETHI NG IN TERMS OF THE KIND OF ROLE THAT PERHAPS YOU QUGHT
11 TO BE ABLE TO PLAY NOWIN TERMS OF LOOKI NG AT TH S NEW WAVE COF
12 UNI NSURED AND THE FI NANCI AL PRESSURES THAT I T CAUSES. WHAT WE
13 LEARNED FROM THAT FI RST WAVE | S SI MPLE: YOU CAN T OUTSOURCE

14 THE SAFETY NET. OKAY? THAT'S THE SI MPLE BOTTOM LINE, AND I T

15 DCESN T MATTER WHETHER | T' S CALI FORNI A HOSPI TAL BAI LI NG QUT | N
16 1984 OR CATHOLI C HEALTHCARE WEST DECI DI NG THAT I T' S

17 | NCONVENI ENT TO KEEP ALL OF I TS EMERGENCY ROOMS OPEN | N 2004.
18 | T"S THE SAME PROBLEM I T'S NOT THAT THEY DON' T WANT TO SERVE
19 EVERYONE WHO SHOWS UP; THEY CANNOT AFFORD THE WAVE OF

20 FI NANCI AL PRESSURE THAT COMES FROM THE UNI NSURED. | T HAS TO BE
21 A SHARED RESPONSI BI LI TY, BUT YOU ARE THE COUNTY, YOU ARE THE
22  PEOPLE WHO ARE LOOKED TO, TO BE THE SAFETY NET. THAT'S THE
FIRST THING |' D WANT TO KNOW THAT THERE | S SOVE PERSPECTI VE
TO THIS AND THAT I'T'S CERTAI NLY AN ELEGANT ONE. THE SECOND
THING I' D WANT TO KNOW | WANT TO PAY SOVE TRI BUTE TO MR
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1 DYMALLY, HE' S PAYI NG ATTENTION TO AN I SSUE I N H'S ROLE NOW AND
2 H'S STAND FOR I T, THAT REALLY VERY FEW PEOPLE PAY ATTENTI ON

3 TO HOW DO HOSPI TALS GO OQUT OF BUSI NESS. HOW DO WE LOSE

4  HOSPI TALS? WE LOSE HOSPI TALS 40 OR 50 A YEAR SOVE OF THEM ARE
5 MJINICPAL FACILITIES. | SPENT A LOT OF TIME, AND |I'M ENGAGED

6 NOWIN TRYING TO FI X THI NGS FOR DI FFERENT PARTI ES | N DI FFERENT
7 PARTS OF THE WORLD, SO I GET A CHANCE TO SEE TH'S, AND IT' S

8 DEVAO D OF THE | SSUES THAT MAYBE MAKE I T A LITTLE BIT TOO CLOSE
9 SOMVETI MES, THE PERSONALI TI ES AND THE | NDI VI DUAL | NI TI ATl VES,

10 AND YOU GET A CHANCE TO SEE I'T FROM A DI STANCE, AND BELI EVE

11 Mg, IT 1S AN HONOCR TO DO THAT AND TO BE ABLE TO SHARE W TH YQU
12 WHAT | SEE. NOBODY CAN BE FOUND WHEN THE HOSPI TAL Dl ES.

13 NOBODY. YQU LL HAVE PEOPLE WHO PROFESSI ONALLY WLL SAY, "WE RE
14 NOT DO NG ANYTHI NG TO CLOSE THI S HOSPI TAL, WE' RE AGAI NST

15 CLOSI NG THI S HOSPI TAL, NO WAY WE' RE GO NG TO CLOSE THI S

16 HOSPI TAL," BUT I'LL TELL YOU THE TRUTH, WHEN THE PO NT COVES
17 THAT A HOSPI TAL IS NOT FI NANCI ALLY VI ABLE, WHEN I T' S

18 ORGANI ZATI ONALLY DYSFUNCTI ONAL, WHEN I T'S SO RI DDLED W TH

19 QUALITY PROBLEMS THEY CANNOT BE SOLVED, NOBODY CAN FI X THAT,

20 |I'T"S UNFI XABLE. | CORRESPONDED W TH PEOPLE | N URBAN AREAS, I N
21  RURAL AREAS, |'VE BEEN CARRYI NG ON A TWO YEAR- LONG E- MAI L

22 CORRESPONDENCE W TH THE PEOPLE I N SANTA PAULA, WHO HAD A BOARD
THAT SOMVEHOW JUST WOULDN T G VE UP, THEY LOST THEI R HOSPI TAL,
BUT THEY' RE CETTI NG I T BACK NON NOBCDY CAN BE FOUND BECAUSE,
OVER TI ME, TH NGS HAPPEN. NOW LET ME G VE YOU SOVE EXAMVPLES OF
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1 TH NGS THAT HAVE HAPPENED THAT NOBODY' S ASKED YOUR PERM SSI ON
2 TO HAVE HAPPEN. DI D ANYBCDY COVE TO YOU AND SAY, "LET'S CLOSE
3 THE NEUROSURG CAL |I.C. U.," WHICH IS BY THE WAY A KEY BACKUP

4 FOR THE TRAUMA CENTER? NO, BUT THEY CLCSED I T. DI D ANYBODY

5 COVE TO YOU AND SAY, "LET'S HAVE AN ORTHOPEDI C WNG IN THI' S

6 HOSPI TAL", NO THEY DI DN T BUT NOW THEY HAVE THE ORTHOPEDI C

7 PATIENTS M XED I N WTH THE MEDI CAL SURG CAL PATI ENTS, AND, OF
8 COURSE, NURSI NG GETS ALL M XED UP. PECPLE HAVE TO KNOW THE

9 EQUI PMENT, THEY HAVE TO KNOW THE POLI CI ES, THEY HAVE TO KNOW
10 THE PROCEDURES, THEY HAVE TO KNOW VWHAT THE DOCTORS DO | T GETS
11 ALL M XED UP. DI D ANYBODY COVE TO YOU AND ASK YQU TO CLOSE THE
12 CGERIATRIC UNIT? NO, THEY DIDN T, AND IT'S CLOSED. AND

13 CGERIATRIC CARE IS CRITI CAL, ESPECI ALLY FOR EXAVPLE | N TRAUVA,
14 OLDER PATI ENTS, CONCENTRATED RESOURCES, NURSES WHO KNOW WHAT
15  THEY DO THE ONLY REASON YOU RE HERE, THE ONLY REASON YOU RE
16 HERE, IS THE THI NG THAT DI STI NGUI SHES THE TRAUVA CENTER FROM
17 ALL THE SERVI CES THAT HAVE BEEN CLOSED IN TH S HOSPI TAL

18  ALREADY, |S THAT IT'S LEGALLY REQU RED. I T'S A MANDATE. YOUR
19 HOSPI TAL |'S NOW CETTI NG TO THE PO NT WHERE SOMVEONE CAN

20 HONESTLY SAY TO YOU THE UNIT COST OF PROVI DI NG AN | N- PATI ENT
21 DI SCHARGE FOR ATRI AL FI BRI LLATI ON, HEART ATTACK, YEAH, HEART
22 FAILURE IN TH S HOSPI TAL | S TWCE WHAT IT IS I N YOUR OTHER
HOSPI TALS. I T''S NOT BECAUSE THEY HAVE TOO MJUCH | N EXPENSES;
BECAUSE THEY HAVE TOO FEW UNI TS THAT THEY' RE USI NG TOO FEW
PATI ENTS, TOO FEW SERVICES. | DON T THI NK THE RI GHT NUMBER | S
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1 4% 1T S CLOSER TO 10% YOUR BOOKS ARE OPAQUE AND UTI LI ZATI ON
2 DATA IS VERY DI FFI CULT, BUT LOOKI NG THROUGH THE CALI FORNI A

3 STATE AUDI TOR S REPORT IN MAY OF 2002 AND YOUR MEDI CARE COST
4 REPORTS, VWH CH TEND TO LEVEL THI NGS QUT I N TERV5 OF OPACI TY,

5 SOVETH NG AROUND AT THE FULL PRI ME HERE, ABOQUT 2,000 VI SITS,

6 ABOUT 60% OF THEM REQUI RE | NPATI ENT HOSPI TALI ZATI ON, THAT' S

7 1200 DI SCHARGES, SOVETH NG ABQUT 10% OF THI'S BUSINESS IS I N

8 TRAUVA. AND WHEN, AS ANELLE GRAJEDA SAI D, VWHEN YOU TAKE AVAY
9 ALL THE PEOPLE THAT ARE NECESSARY TO PERFORM THOSE FUNCTI ONS,
10 YOU ESSENTI ALLY STRI P THE PLACE DOMN, | T BECOVES A NEUTRON

11 BOVB, THE BUI LDING S STILL THERE, THE PECPLE AREN T. |'LL G VE
12 YOU ONE EXAMPLE, AND DR GARTHWAI TE SAYS HE' D LI KE TO SEE THE
13 EMERGENCY ROOM BE AS CAPABLE TO SERVE THESE 47, 000 PEOPLE

14 AFTER THE TRAUMA CENTER IS GONE. THE FRONT LI NE FOR SERVI CE TO
15 PATIENTS W TH TRAUVA, THE FRONT LI NE FOR SERVI CE TO PATI ENTS
16 | N THE EMERGENCY ROOM W TH ANY KIND OF WOUND, |S A CGENERAL

17 SURGEON. THE ONLY REASON ON THI S GOD' S EARTH VWHY YOU HAVE ANY
18  GENERAL SURGEONS THERE | S BECAUSE THEY HAVE TO BE THERE TO

19 SERVE THE TRAUMA CENTER. AND |'LL TELL YOU WHERE THEY' RE GO NG
20 TO BE AFTER YOQU CLOSE THE TRAUMA CENTER, THEY' RE GO NG TO BE
21 I N CALI FORNI A HOSPI TAL. [ APPLAUSE ]

22

DR FRED HYDE: THOSE VERY SAME HUMAN BEI NGS ARE GO NG TO BE
THERE. YOU W LL NOT HAVE -- YOU WLL HOLD QUT A SI GN THAT
SAYS, "EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT". YOU W LL NOT HAVE THE
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11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

| NTELLECTUAL | NFRASTRUCTURE OR THE HORSEPOWER I N THE

LABORATORY, THE RADI OLOGY, PHARVACY, AND ESPECI ALLY NURSI NG
ANY MORE TOMORROW THAN YOU HAVE | T TODAY. FI NAL THOUGHT.

YOU VE BEEN VERY PATI ENT, AND | APPRECI ATE THAT. | GAVE SOMVE
SWORN TESTI MONY TODAY I N THE CASE OF "FRI ENDS OF Kl NG DREW
VERSUS THE COUNTY" I N TERMS OF WHAT | THOUGHT WAS NECESSARY AS
AN ALTERNATIVE, AND I T'S VERY SI MPLE, I T'S VERY SI MPLE. |

THI NK WHAT' S NECESSARY | S FROM TWO TO THREE DOZEN CRI Tl CAL
CARE NURSES. | F YOU HAVE THOSE NURSES, AS M SS GRAJEDA SAI D,
NOT ONLY DO YOU ADDRESS THE QUESTI ON OF BACKUP | N THE
EMERGENCY, WHI CH IS CHAOTI C, YOU ALSO BEG N TO ADDRESS THE
QUESTI ON OF QUALITY. YOU CANNOT ADDRESS THE QUESTI ON OF

QUALI TY W THOUT STAFFI NG, AND YOU CANNOT ADDRESS THE QUESTI ON
OF STAFFI NG W THOUT HAVI NG SERVI CES THAT PEOPLE NEED. THERE
ARE OTHER REMEDI ES. |'VE BEEN PARTI Cl PATI NG | N AT LEAST ONE
VHERE BOARDS REFUSE TO SAY, "WELL, WE DON' T TH NK FRED, THAT
VWHAT | S HAPPENI NG | S DESTRUCTI VE TO THE HOSPI TAL. " SO, | HOPE
VERY MUCH THAT YOU WLL TAKE A SECOND LOCK AT THAT, | HOPE
YOU LL LOOK AT THE DOMNWARD SLI DE, THE FACT THAT AS

UTI LI ZATI ON GOES DOMWN, SERVI CES ARE CONSTRI CTED, AS SERVI CES
ARE CONSTRI CTED UTI LI ZATI ON GOES DOM. |IT |'S NOT | NCONCEI VABLE
THAT THE NEXT MOVE WLL BE A MOTI ON TO APPO NT A RECEI VER FOR
TH' 'S HOSPI TAL, AND | HOPE VERY MJUCH THAT | WON T BE THERE
TESTI FYI NG | N THAT COURT, BUT I'LL TELL YOU ONE THI NG YOU ARE
ON THE VERGE OF DECI DI NG El THER TO REVI TALI ZE THI S HOSPI TAL OR
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1 TAKE A STEP VHICH IS IN THE OPPCSI TE DI RECTION, AND | WLL PUT
2 30 YEARS OF EXPERI ENCE BEHI ND THAT, YOU ARE ON THE VERGE RI GHT
3 NOW AND I WSH YOU THE BEST I N MAKI NG THAT DECI SI ON, BUT I'LL
4 TELL YOU THE SECRET | S VERY SI MPLE, YOU VE GOT TO HAVE ON-SI TE
5 MANACGEMENT, | F YOU DON' T HAVE ON-SI TE MANAGEMENT, |F YOU DON T
6 HAVE SOMEBODY THERE WHO | S EXERCI SI NG MUSCULAR MANAGEMENT, WHO
7 IS FI GHTI NG DOMNTOMN WHEN DOWNTOWN HAS BAD | DEAS, JUST AS THE

8 OIHER HOSPI TALS DO, WHO | S STANDI NG UP FOR THEI R PEOCPLE, WHO

9 DOESN T ENGAGE I N TRASH TALK, YOU RE LOST. THANK YOQU. [

10 ENTHUSI ASTI C CHEERS AND APPLAUSE |

11

12 SUP. KNABE, CHAI R OKAY NEXT | S COUNCI LMEMBER ANTONI O

13 VI LLARAI GOSA, FOLLOWED BY COUNCI LMEMBER LAURA RI CHARDSON FROM
14 LONG BEACH. ANTONI O?

15

16  SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: | THOUGHT YOU CALLED ON MR VI LLARAI GOSA.

17

18 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR | DID.

19

20  SUP. YARCSLAVSKY: | THOUGHT YOU ASKED -- | THOUGHT YOU CALLED

21 ON MR VI LLARAI GOSA, MR CHAI RVAN.

22

23 SPEAKER (OFF-M KE) | AM CLOSING ZEV, | AM CLOSING | AM
24  CLOSING YOU HAVE ELECTED OFFI CI ALS HERE' S THAT ARE ANXI QUS TO
25 WORK WTH YOU, FROM A VALI D PHYSI Cl AN, JUST TELLI NG YOU FROM
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1 EXPERIENCE, |'M JUST SAYI NG MR GARTHWAI TE YOU ARE ABSOLUTELY
2  WRONG DELAY THE DECI SI ON DON, WE NEED YOUR VOTE, JO N

3 SUPERVI SOR BURKE AND VOTE NO ON THI'S | SSUE, AND LET'S SEE I T
4 WORK , WE'VE GOT TWD PEOPLE READY TO GO AND |' D LIKE TO

5 SUGGEST THAT YOU PUT DR HYDE ON THOSE DEL| BERATI ONS. |

6 APPLAUSE ]

8 SUP. KNABE, CHAI R ANTON O VI LLARAI GOSA, FOLLOVWED BY

9 COUNCI LMEMBER LAURA RI CHARDSON FROM LONG BEACH, FOLLOWED BY

10 TERRY STINSON, DI STRI CT DI RECTOR FROM CONGRESSWOVAN JUANI TA

11 M LLENDER- MCDONALD.

12

13 ANTONI O VI LLARAI GOSA: | COVE TODAY AS SOVEONE WHO HAS WORKED
14 VERY CLOSELY WTH THI'S BOARD I N THE PAST OVER THE LAST DECADE
15 THAT |I'VE BEEN I N PUBLIC SERVICE. | KNOW THAT THI S COUNTY | S
16 GROUND ZERO FOR THE UNI NSURED ANYWHERE | N THE NATI QN, AND

17 THAT' S WHY, WORKING WTH THI S COUNTY, | AUTHORED " THE HEALTHY
18  FAM LI ES PROGRAM', AND NOW 700, 000 CHI LDREN HAVE HEALTHCARE | N
19 TH' S STATE AS A RESULT OF THAT EFFORT. | WORKED WTH TH S

20 BOARD VWHEN THEY RAI SED THE | SSUE OF DI SPROPORTI ONATE SHARE

21  FUNDI NG AND THE PRI VATE HOSPI TALS AND THE NEED TO PROTECT THE
22 PUBLI C HCSPI TALS, ESPECI ALLY THE COUNTY HOSPI TALS, | STOCD
WTH THI S BOARD BACK THEN I N THE LEGQ SLATURE AND | WORKED W TH
YOU TO ENSURE THAT THE COUNTY WAS PROTECTED AND THE SAFETY NET
WAS PROTECTED. | WORKED W TH YOU TO PROTECT THE 750- BED
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1 HOSPI TAL HERE AT L. A COUNTY U.S.C., AN AREA ON THE EAST Sl DE
2 THAT | REPRESENT. | WORKED W TH YOU AND, | N FACT, WORKED W TH
3 THE EMPLOYEES HERE TO SAVE RANCHO LOS AM GOS. | WORKED W TH

4 YOU WHEN YOU ASKED ME TO CO- CHAI R MEASURE B, | WORKED W TH YOU
5 THEN, AND USED MY POLI TI CAL CAPI TAL TO CAMPAI GN AROUND THI S

6 COUNTY | N SUPPORT OF A MEASURE THAT WOULD KEEP THE PUBLIC

7 TRAUMA SYSTEM ALI VE AND VI ABLE IN THI'S COUNTY. SO | AM NO

8 JOHNNY COVE LATELY TO QUALI TY HEALTHCARE | N TH S COUNTY. |

9  APPLAUSE ]

10

11 ANTONI O VI LLARAI GOSA: | COMVE, THOUGH, RAI SED BY A MOTHER, A

12 SINGLE MOM WHO ALWAYS SHARED W TH ME THE PARABLE, CAST YE NOT
13 THE FIRST STONE |F YOU LIVE IN A GLASS HOUSE. AND SO | DON T
14 COME | N AN ACCUSATORY FASHI ON. | THI NK JESSE JACKSON SAID I T
15 BEST. JESSE SAID, THERE'S A LOT WE HAVE I N COWON. LET' S WORK
16 TOGETHER ON WHAT WE AGREE ON. WE AGREE THAT MARTI N LUTHER KI NG
17 HOSPI TAL AND MARTI N LUTHER KI NG TRAUVA UNI T SHOULD STAY OPEN.
18 [ APPLAUSE ]

19

20 ANTONI O VI LLARAI GOSA: WE AGREE THAT THIS |'S NOT AN | SSUE OF

21 RESOURCES. WE CAN SEE THAT THERE ARE MEMBERS OF CONGRESS HERE
22 LED BY MAXI NE WATERS, THERE ARE NATIONAL Cl VIL RI GHTS LEADERS
HERE, THERE ARE MEMBERS OF THE STATE SENATE HERE, MEMBERS OF
THE STATE ASSEMBLY, THE L.A. CITY COUNCIL, AND MANY OTHER

JURI SDI CTI ONS, | NCLUDI NG MANY OF THE COMMUNI TY LEADERS THAT
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1 ARE HERE WTH US TODAY. AND |'LL TELL YOU, |'M PROUD TO BE
2 HERE, TOO, BUT NOT BECAUSE WE' RE HAVI NG A HEARI NG, |'M PROUD

3 TO BE HERE WTH ALL OF YOU WHO ARE W LLI NG TO STAND UP AND

4 FI GHT AND WORK, WORK, WORK TOGETHER TO KEEP THI S TRAUVA SYSTEM
5 ALIVE. SO I'M HERE TODAY PRI MARI LY BECAUSE | RECOGNI ZE THERE

6 ARE NEVER EASY SOLUTI ONS TO ANY PROBLEM WE ARE GROUND ZERO,

7 AS | SAID, FOR THE UNINSURED IN THI S COUNTY. WE VE CLOSED 10,

8 11 TRAUMA CENTERS IN THI S COUNTY OVER THE YEARS. BUT VWHAT WE

9 NEED TO DO RI GHT NOW EVERY ONE OF US, THE COUNTY, THE STATE,
10 THE CTY, THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, 1S TO SPEAK QUT FOR THE | DEA
11 THAT HEALTHCARE IS A RIGAT, NOT A PRI VILEGE. [ APPLAUSE ]

12

13 ANTONI O VI LLARAI GOSA: TO SAY THAT WE' RE GO NG TO USE THE

14 RESOURCES, TO SAY THAT WE' RE GO NG TO USE THE RESOURCES THAT
15 WE RE GO NG TO PUT IN CALI FORNI A HOSPI TAL OR ANYWHERE ELSE,

16  AND I NVEST THEM HERE AT MARTI N LUTHER KI NG TRAUMA CENTER HERE
17 TO PROTECT THE SAFETY NET OF THE NUMBER TWO HOSPI TAL THAT'S A
18 PART OF THAT SYSTEM SO | RISE NOT TO CAST STONES, | RISE TO
19 REACH QUT AND SAY THAT | I NTEND TO WORK W TH YOU, BUT | | NTEND
20 TO STAND UP FOR US AS WELL. [ APPLAUSE ]

21

22 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDSON FROM
THE CI TY OF LONG BEACH, THEN TERRY STI NSON, DI STRI CT DI RECTOR,
CONGRESSWOVAN MCDONALD, THEN NATE HOLDEN.

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
74




November 15, 2004

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

1 LAURA RI CHARDSON: GOOD AFTERNOON, MR CHAI RVAN, SUPERVI SOR
2 KNABE, MY SUPERVI SOR, AND THE OTHER HONORED SUPERVI SORS. |'M A
3 COUNCIL MEMBER | N LONG BEACH AND | PERSONALLY REPRESENT THE

4 TWOD HOSPI TALS THAT MR GARTHWAI TE, AS | BELI EVE | MPROPERLY

5 STATED, ARE IN SUPPORT OF THI'S DEPLOYMENT AND DI VERSI ON PLAN.

6 [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

8 LAURA RI CHARDSON: | AM HERE TO SPEAK TO TWOD | SSUES: ONE,

9 PROFESSI ONAL, AND THE NEXT ONE, PERSONAL, BECAUSE THI S HAS

10 BECOVE PERSONAL. PROFESSI ONALLY, | WAS DI SAPPO NTED WHEN |

11 HEARD AT THE LAST BOARD MEETI NG THAT LONG BEACH WAS A PART OF
12 A DEPLOYMENT DI VERSI ON PLAN FOR THE KI NG DREW TRAUVA CENTER. |
13 HAVE SPCKEN, AND | WLL REPEAT, | HAVE SPOKEN DI RECTLY W TH
14 THE PRESI DENT AND C. E. O. OF LONG BEACH MEMORI AL MEDI CAL

15 CENTER | SPOKE WTH H M THEN AND | SPCKE W TH H M TODAY. HE
16 STATED OUR C. E. O OF LONG BEACH MEMORI AL, THAT MEMORI AL WOULD
17 ASSI ST I N THE PEDI ATRI C TRAUVA CASES BECAUSE WE ARE NOW THE

18  ONLY HOSPI TAL LEFT THAT CAN, BUT HE DI D NOT SAY THAT, I N FACT,
19 HE STATED THAT HE SHARED W TH CAROL | BELIEVE, OF EMS. AND
20 ALSO WTH DR GARTHWAI TE, THAT LONG BEACH MEMORI AL WAS NOT

21  PREPARED TO TAKE ON ADDI TI ONAL OTHER TRAUVA CASES. [ APPLAUSE

22 ]

LAURA RI CHARDSON: HE ALSO STATED THAT HE HAS NEI THER BEEN
ASKED, NEI THER HAS LONG BEACH MEMORI AL ACCEPTED. AND | F ANY
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1 SUPERVI SORS HAVE A QUESTI ON TO THAT CONVERSATI ON, | WOULD BE
2 HAPPY TO CALL MR SWAGGERT ON MY CELL PHONE RI GHT NOW |
3 APPLAUSE ]

5 LAURA RI CHARDSON: ADDI TI ONALLY, CHRIS, THE C.E. O OF ST. MARY
6 MEDI CAL CENTER, WHICH IS NOT CURRENTLY W THI N THE NETWORK,

7 STATED THAT THEY WERE W LLI NG TO ASSI ST W TH APPROXI MATELY 10
8 PATI ENTS, WH CH WOULD MEAN MAYBE 300 CASES PER YEAR, HOWEVER,

9 HE STATED THAT THE SERVI CE COULD NOT BE PROVI DED W THOUT THE
10 COUNTY SUBSI DI ZI NG THE HOSPI TAL BI LLS AND THE DOCTOR BI LLS. | F
11 TH' S SUBSI DY DCES NOT OCCUR, HE STATED THAT DOCTORS WOULD NOT
12 SERVE THESE PATI ENTS. AND WHY? BECAUSE | F THE DOCTORS ARE NOT
13 ABLE TO RECOUP THEI R FULL COST OF UNI NSURED PATI ENTS, WHY NOT
14 GO TO ANOTHER HOSPI TAL THAT W LL PROPERLY PAY THEM? SO WHAT WE
15 STAND TO LOSE AS A REG ON IS LONGER LI NES AND WE ALSO STAND TO
16 LOSE OUR BETTER DOCTORS. PERSONALLY, | GREWUP I N LOS ANGELES,
17 NOT IN GARDENA. | THINK IT I'S WRONG TO BUS AND SHUTTLE LI KE

18 CATTLE OUR COVMUNI TY THROUGHOUT THI S COUNTY. YOU SAID 3 TO 6%
19 MAYBE WOULDN' T BE COVERED. |'D LIKE TO SAY IF THAT 3 TO 6% IS
20 YOUR MOTHER, YOUR FATHER -- [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

21

22 LAURA RI CHARDSON: -- A GUNSHOT WOUND AND A MAJOR TRAUVA I N A
CAR ACCI DENT, TWO M NUTES | S THE DI FFERENCE BETWEEN A PERSON
HAVI NG A QUALITY OF LI FE AND A PERSON EI THER BEI NG A VEGETABLE
OR DEAD. DIDN T WE LEARN SOVETHI NG FROM PRI NCESS DI ANA? SHE
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1 COULDN T SURVIVE | N AN AMBULANCE. DO YOU THI NK WE CAN? | URCE
2  YOU NOT' TO CLCSE THE MARTI N LUTHER KI NG TRAUVA CENTER. | URCGE
3 YOQU, SUPERVI SOCRS, TO GET IT IN WRITING DON T JUST TAKE THE
4 COWENTS OF MR GARTHWAI TE. | CHALLENGE YOQU TO GET I N WRI TI NG
5 FROM THESE DI VERSI ON DEPLOYMENT POTENTI AL CENTERS TO SEE WHAT
6 ARE THEY WLLING TO PUT I N WRI TI NG THAT THEY CAN HANDLE, SO WE
7 HAVE AN HONEST EVALUATI ON OF WHERE THESE PATI ENTS ARE GO NG TO
8 GO | WANT TO SEE OQUR PATI ENTS NOT ONLY HELPED, BUT SERVED,

9 AND ALL OF THIS IS | MPORTANT TO NOT ONLY EVERYONE IN THI' S

10 ROOM BUT EVERYONE IN THI S REG ON. THANK YOU VERY MJCH. [

11 CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

12

13 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR NEXT IS TERRY STINSQON, DI STRI CT DI RECTOR

14 FOR CONGRESSWOVAN JUANI TA M LLENDER- MCDONALD, FOLLOWED BY NATE

15 HOLDEN, FOLLOWED BY LETECI A VASQUEZ.

16

17 TERRY STINSON: GOOD AFTERNOON. |'D LI KE TO READ A STATEMENT ON

18  BEHALF OF CONGRESSWOVAN JUANI TA M LLENDER- MCDONALD. CHAI RVAN

19 KNABE, LADI ES AND CGENTLEMEN OF THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY BOARD COF

20 SUPERVI SORS. | REGRET THAT PERSONAL MATTERS HAVE PREVENTED MY

21 BEI NG HERE BEFORE YOU TODAY. HOWEVER, MY PHYSI CAL ABSENCE BY

22 NO MEANS DIM NI SHES My COW TMENT TO MARTI N LUTHER KI NG,

CHARLES DREW COVPLEX, VWHI CH | REPRESENT, NOR MY COW TMENT TO

THE CONSTI TUENTS WHO HAVE BEEN EXTREMELY TOLERANT OF THE

MYRI AD PROBLEMS THAT HAVE PLAGUED THI S MEDI CAL FACI LITY. |'VE
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15
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18
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20

21

22

BEEN DEEPLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE FAI LURE OF THE SUPPORT

STRUCTURE FOR KI NG DREW MEDI CAL CENTER FOR SOVE TI ME AND THAT
VE RECOGNI ZE THE CRI TI CAL ROLE A STRONG C. E. O. PLAYS AT THE
HELM OF ANY HOSPI TAL TO ENSURE QUALI TY CARE IS PROVI DED TO
PATI ENTS. TH S VERY NEEDED MEDI CAL FACI LI TY HAS BEEN NEG._ECTED
FOR YEARS AND YET THE URGENT CALL FOR HELP HAS GONE UNHEARD.
THE SERI QUS PROBLEMS THAT HAVE BEEN | DENTI FI ED HAVE BEEN Cl TED
OVER AND OVER AGAI N, YET THOSE RESPONSI BLE FOR MANAGEMENT,
STAFFI NG, AND OVERSI GAT HAVE TURNED A DEAF EAR TO THE MANY
CALLS OF CONCERN. MY CONSTI TUENTS ARE PEOPLE OF GOCDW LL AND
ARE PEOPLE WHO WOULD ENTRUST THOSE WHO TELL THEM THE TRUTH.
TRUTH I'S SO | MPORTANT. VWHEN YOU SPEAK THE TRUTH, CONSTI TUENTS
RESPOND, BUT WHEN THERE IS A LACK OF RESPECT AND A LACK CF
RESPONSE TO THEI R NEEDS, THEY ARE NO DI FFERENT THAN ANY OTHER
CONSTI TUENTS | N ANY OTHER COMVUNI TY, THEY CRY OUT AND BEG N TO
PROBE. THROUGHOUT THE LAST YEAR, AS | ATTEMPTED TO GET TO THE
BOTTOM LINE OF THI S | SSUE, |'VE BEEN MET W TH EMPTY RESPONSES
TO QUESTI ONS SURROUNDI NG THE CORE | SSUES. |'VE THEREFORE HAD
TO DO MY OMN RESEARCH, QUERYI NG PROFESSI ONAL STAFF, DEPARTMENT
HEADS, AND OTHERS TO TRY TO GET TO THE BOTTOM LI NE. WHAT HAS
BECOVE APPARENT | S THAT THI S HCOSPI TAL HAS A NEED FOR A CHI EF
EXECUTI VE OFFI CER W TH EXPERTI SE | N HOSPI TAL OPERATI ONS. NO
HOSPI TAL CAN STAND AS AN EFFECTI VE FACI LI TY WHEN THE TOP
PEOPLE HAVE NOT HAD THE WLL TO DO THE RI GHT THI NG THE QU CK
DECI SI ON TO ENTER | NTO A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDI NG IS ALSO A
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1 CONCERN. |I'VE SPOKEN W TH THE HEAD OF THE NATI ONAL CENTER FOR
2 MEDI CARE AND MEDI CAI D SERVI CES, THE GENERAL ACCOUNTI NG OFFI CE,
3 VWH CH HAS OVERSI GHT OVER BOTH J.C A H O AND CMS., AND |'VE
4 SPOKEN W TH THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES. I N

5 COVMUNI CATION WTH MR MCCLELLAN, WHO HEADS C. M S. AND DI RECTS
6 ALL REG ONAL ADM NI STRATORS, HE ASSURED ME | WOULD BE

7 CONTACTED BEFORE ANY FUNDI NG TO THE HOSPI TAL IS PULLED. IN

8 SPEAKING WTH DR. DENNI'S O LEARY, THE PRESIDENT CF J.C A H O,
9 WHO MET WTH THE COVWUNI TY AT THE MEDI CAL FACI LI TY AT W

10 I NVITATION I N OCTOBER, HE TOLD EVERYONE PRESENT TO WORK ON

11 CORRECTI NG DEFI Cl ENCI ES | DENTI FI ED, NONE OF WHI CH HE FELT WERE
12 | NSURMOUNTABLE. THESE DEFI Cl ENCI ES DO NOT' EQUATE TO CLGCSI NG

13 THE TRAUMA CENTER. I N FACT, DR O LEARY | NDI CATED THAT CLOSURE
14 OF THE TRAUVA CENTER WAS NOT' A REQUI REMENT TOMARDS CORRECTI NG
15 DEFI Cl ENCI ES AT THE HOSPI TAL. MR WALKER OF THE GA O IS

16 CAREFULLY MONI TORING THE ACTIONS OF CMS. ANDJ.C A H O TO
17 ENSURE FAI RNESS AS WE PROCEED. | N ADDI TION, |'VE ASKED THE

18 | NSPECTOR GENERAL TO COME IN AND REVI EW THE FI SCAL MANAGEMENT
19 OF BOTH THE HOSPI TAL AND THE COUNTY. [ APPLAUSE ]

20

21  TERRY STINSON: | HAVE ALSO TALKED W TH MANY HOSPI TAL C.E. O S
22 ACROSS THE COUNTRY AND WHO ALL AGREE THE PROPCSAL TO CLOSE THE
TRAUVA CENTER | S PREMATURE. SI NCE YOU HAVE TAKEN STEPS TO

BRI NG | N EXPERTI SE BY H RI NG NAVI GANT, | URGE YOU TO HAVE AN
OPEN M ND TO ALLOW THEM TO LOOK AT EVERY ASPECT OF THE
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1 HOSPI TAL, | NCLUDI NG THE TRAUVA CENTER, AND ASK THEM TO PAY
2 ATTENTI ON TO THE ROOT CAUSES THAT HAVE BEEN | DENTI FI ED AS
3 BEING TIED TO THE CURRENT STATE OF AFFAI RS, | NCLUDI NG | MPROPER
4  STAFFI NG LEVELS, LACK OF A NURSI NG CONTRACT, WAGES LOVWER THAN
5 MARKET RATES, NEEDS OF THE PHYSI CAL PLANT AND LACK OF A

6 RELATI ONSH P W TH TRAI NI NG PROGRAMS THAT PROVI DE PI PELI NES FOR
7 A CONTI NUED PROFESSI ONAL STAFF. AS YOUR REPRESENTATI VE I N

8 WASHI NGTON, | ASK THAT WE COVE TOGETHER FOR THE COVMON GOCOD OF
9 THE PEOPLE OF THIS COVMUNI TY AND THE ENTI RE COUNTY OF LGS

10  ANGELES. I T IS MY BELI EF THAT REMOVI NG THE TRAUMA CENTER AT

11 KING DREW IS NOT I N THE BEST | NTERESTS OF THE PEOPLE. [

12 APPLAUSE ]

13

14 TERRY STI NSON: SI NCERELY, JUANI TA M LLENDER- MCDONALD, MEMBER
15 OF CONGRESS. THANK YOU.

16

17 SUP. KNABE, CHAI R THANK YOU. NATE HOLDEN, LETECI A VASQUEZ.

18

19 NATE HOLDEN: THANK YOU, MR CHAI RVAN. | JUST WANT TO START OFF
20 BY SAYING FOR ME THIS IS A VERY SAD DAY. IT'S A SAD DAY FOR

21 TH S COVWUNI TY AND FOR THI'S COUNTY. YOU PUT QUT A LITTLE

22 NOTICE ON YOUR WEB SITE, WTH ALL THE GOOD THI NGS THAT ARE
HAPPENI NG HERE AT DR MARTI N LUTHER KI NG HEALTH -- DREW

MEDI CAL CENTER, AND I T'S THE SAME REPORT, | T S NEW BECAUSE YQU
HAVE THE COUNTY SEAL M NUS THE CROSS. SO THIS IS REAL. AND I T
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1 SAYS HERE THAT THE KI NG DREW MEDI CAL CENTER SERVES A 94-
2  SQUARE-M LE AREA WTH A MULTI - CULTURAL POPULATI ON OF MORE THAN
3 1.5 MLLION PEOPLE. THE HOSPI TAL | S LI CENSED FOR 537 BEDS.

4 | T'S THE ONLY CERTI FI ED LEVEL ONE TRAUMA CENTER IN THE REQ ON,
5 THAT'S WHAT IT SAYS RIGHT HERE. I T IS SAID THE EMPLOYEES MORE
6 THAN 3, 000 PECPLE, PROVI DES POSTGRADUATE TRAI NIl NG FOR MORE

7 THAN 300 RESI DENT PHYSI Cl ANS, | NTERNS, AND FELLOA5, AND 14

8 APPROVED ACCREDI TED CLI Nl CAL PROGRAMS. NOWIF THIS I'S NOT TRUE
9 WE NEED TO TAKE THI S OFF THE | NTERNET, AND MAI NTAI N A TRAI NI NG
10 CENTER FOR A QUARTER OF THE SURCEONS I N THE UNI TED STATES OF
11 AMERI CA, TRAINING RI GHT HERE. THAT' S WHAT | T SAYS. HOW DO WE
12 GET THERE? | MJST SAY WHEN | SAY THAT I T'S A SAD DAY FOR ME,

13 1969, | WAS H RED BY SUPERVI SOR KENNETH HAHN TO BE HI S DEPUTY,
14 AND THI S WAS FOLLOW NG 1965. AND SPEAKI NG OF 1965, ALSO ON

15  YOUR WEB SITE, YOU SHOW PHOTOGRAPHS W TH THE COUNTY SEAL, IT
16 SAYS "WATTS RI OIS 1965 PCSSI BLE CONSTRUCTI ON' AND JUST SHOW

17 KING DREWAS I T IS TODAY. TODAY, THAT'S WHAT YOU HAVE. AND I

18 MJST TELL YOU, | HAD TO COVE TO THE PECPLE IN TH S COWUNI TY
19 AND ASK THEM TO G VE UP THEI R PROPERTI ES, RELOCATE FOR THE

20 GOOD OF THE COWUNI TY WHO BUY THE HEALTHCARE THAT WAS BEI NG

21 RECOMMENDED FOR THE COVMUNI TY. SO WE GAVE THEM A $15, 000

22 RELOCATI ON ASSI STANCE FEE, WTH A PROM SE OR A GUARANTEE THAT
THEY WOULD HAVE THE BEST HEALTHCARE SECOND TO NONE, MR
YAROSLAVSKY, |IN THI S AREA. NOW THE DOCTOR THAT JUST SPOKE
EARLI ER, HE TALKED ABCOUT HOW YOU RE GO NG TO CANNI BALI ZE OR I N
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THE PROCESS OF CANNI BALI ZI NG DR MARTI N LUTHER KI NG HOSPI TAL,
AND EVENTUALLY YOU RE GO NG TO COVE UP AND SAY NOW YOU RE
GO NG TO NEED A RECEI VERSH P. WHEN | SPCKE BEFORE THE BOARD OF
SUPERVI SORS ABOUT OPPOSI NG THI S | DEA, | MENTI ONED

CANNI BALI ZI NG | T FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVI DI NG THE ASSI STANCE
TO OTHER HOSPI TALS, AND | SAID THEN I T WOULD NOT WORK, | T HAS
NOT WORKED. YOU HAD A TRAUMA CENTER AT CENTI NELA, A TRAUVA
CENTER AT DANI EL FRI EDMAN, A TRAUMA CENTER AT BROTMAN, AND
THEY' RE CLOSED AND THE DOCTOR JUST | NFORMED US AT THE TI ME
VHEN THEY TRI ED TO ESTABLI SH TRAUVA CENTERS CALI FORNI A

HOSPI TAL SAID WE DON' T WANT TO BE A PART OF IT. AND | PRED CT
HERE TODAY SHOULD YOU APPROVE THE TRAUMA CENTER AT THE

CALI FORNI A HOSPI TAL, | T WON' T STAY OPEN, I T WLL CLOCSE, IT

W LL NOT BE PROFI TABLE, THE TI ME WLL COVE WHEN THE BOARD OF
SUPERVI SORS W LL SAY WE CANNOT PROVI DE YOU THAT KI ND OF FUNDS
TO CONTI NUE THE OPERATI ON OF THAT TRAUMVA CENTER. | T WLL
HAPPEN, LI KE WE HAD ANOTHER HOSPI TAL OQUT HERE, AND | THI NK
SUPERVI SOR KNABE' S DI STRICT TRIED TO CLOSE. BUT | WANT TO JUST
SAY TH'S. I T WAS NOT' EASY TO GET TO WHERE WE ARE. A LOT OF
FOLKS DI ED QUT THERE ON THE STREETS, I N FACT, | HAVEN T SEEN
THAT MANY PEOPLE ON THE STREETS SI NCE 1965 RI GHT OUT HERE. AND
"M NOT -- RIGHT QUT HERE, NO NO NO | WORKED FOR THE
SUPERVI SOR AND | MJST TELL YOU THE KIND OF TROUBLES WE HAD,

MR, YAROSLAVSKY, VWHEN THEY FI RST OPENED THI S HOSPI TAL, THE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH KEPT STABBING I T I N THE BACK, STABBING I T
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1 I N THE BACK, NOT PROVI DI NG THE FUNDS FOR | T AND OPERATI ON, NOT
2 PROVI DI NG THE MONEY | N ORDER TO GET THOSE DEPARTMENTS UP AND
3  OPERATI NG AND CERTI FI ED. AND YOU KNOW WHAT WE DI D? WE CALLED
4 THOSE DCCTORS IN, WE CALLED THE STAFF IN, WE TOLD THEM "YOQOU
5 ARE GO NG TO PROVI DE HEALTHCARE FOR SOUTH CENTRAL LOS ANGELES.
6 |F YOUDONT PROVIDE IT, YOU RE GO NG TO LEAVE. " [ APPLAUSE ]

8 NATE HOLDEN: THAT'S WHAT WE -- AND I T'LL BE SECOND TO NONE,

9 AND I T WAS SECOND TO NONE, BECAUSE | F THE FEDERAL GOVERNVENT
10 SAYS "HEY YOU RE PROVI DI NG THE BEST HEALTHCARE THERE, WE' RE

11 GO NG TO TRAIN OQUR DOCTORS", | T HAD TO HAVE BEEN SECOND TO

12 NONE. THERE' S NO REASON WHY WE CAN T GET THERE AGAIN. | WANTED
13 TO SAY I N CLOSI NG THAT I'T WAS NOT' EASY TO BUI LD TH S HOSPI TAL.
14 WE GOT A LOT OF "NO' VOTES AT THE TI Mg, I N FACT, THE COUNTY

15 VOTED "NO' AGAI NST THE HOSPI TAL, WE W LL NOT REWARD THOSE

16 PEOPLE, THEY VOTED "NO' AGAI NST THE CONVENTI ON CENTER, "NO WE
17 WLL NOT PROVI DE FOR A CONVENTI ON CENTER', SO THE JO NT PONERS
18 OF AUTHORITY, VWH CH YOU ARE FAM LI AR WTH, THAT'S HONIT WAS
19 SET UP, AND THAT' S HOWWE WERE ABLE TO GET THE HOSPI TAL. AND
20 THEN WE HAD PROBLEMS BEYOND THAT, YOU KNOW WHO GAVE US THI S

21  HOSPI TAL? A GUY NAMED RONALD REAGAN. RONALD REAGAN. RONALD

22 REAGAN SAI D YOQU PUT THE MONEYS FOR THE MARTI N LUTHER KI NG
HOSPI TAL BACK | NTO THE BUDGET OR WE' LL VETO THE BUDGET BECAUSE
THEY NEED I T. [ APPLAUSE ]
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SUP. KNABE, CHAIR DO YOU WANT TO WRAP | T UP NATE?

NATE HOLDEN:. THEY NEEDED | T THEN AND THEY NEED I T NOW AND
THEY NEED I'T NOW MORE THAN EVER, AND YOU KNOW WHAT? | T SHOULD
NOT BE SECOND TO NONE.

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R CKAY.

NATE HOLDEN:. IN TERMS OF THE COUNTY HEALTHCARE YOU PROVI DE.

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R MARGUERI TE LAMONT, PLEASE, MARGUERI TE
LAMONT.

NATE HOLDEN:. WELL, 1'M GO NG TO SIT DONN, MR PRESI DENT.

SPEAKER: BEFORE THE NEXT PERSON, |IF YOU DON' T M ND, WE HAVE
PEOPLE WHO CAME ON BUSES FROM ALL OVER THE COUNTY. THOSE BUSES
MUST LEAVE AND WE W LL REPLACE THEM W TH PECPLE WHO HAVE BEEN
VAI TI NG QUTSI DE. WE HAVE SEVERAL THOUSAND PECPLE WHO HAVE BEEN
VAI TI NG QUTSI DE. SO THE PEOPLE ON THE BUSES MUST LEAVE AND THE
PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN WAI TI NG QUTSI DE, WE' D LI KE THEM TO
REPLACE THEM |F YOU DON T MND, SO | F YOU CAME ON A BUS, ONE
OF THE BUSES THAT WAS SENT TO YOUR PROGRAM OR TO YOUR

NEI GHBORHOCD, | T'S TI ME FOR THOSE BUSES TO RETURN, SO WOULD
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1 YOU PLEASE LEAVE NOWP | T'S VERY | MPORTANT THAT YOU LEAVE NOW
2 AND YOUR SEATS WLL BE FILLED WTH OTHERS. THANK YOU.

4 SUP. KNABE, CHAI R OKAY. MARGUERI TE LAMONT, AND THEN -- IS
5 LETECI A VASQUEZ HERE? | GUESS -- OKAY. AND THEN LETEC A
6 PARDON ME? OKAY. GO AHEAD, MARGUERI TE.

8 MARGUERI TE LAMONT: MR KNABE AND MEMBERS OF THE BOARD, THE

9 OTHERS HAVE ELOQUENTLY STATED THE STATI STICS | NVOLVI NG THI S

10 CLOSURE. AS A MEMBER OF LOS ANGELES UNI FI ED SCHOOL DI STRICT,

11 ONE, | FIGHT 24/7 FOR MY STUDENTS FOR THREE THI NGS: EQUI TY,

12 ACCESS, ENTITLEMENT. THI'S YEAR, WE COMMEMORATE 50 YEARS OF

13 BROWN VERSUS BOARD OF EDUCATI ON, VHI CH DE- LEG TI M ZED

14 SEGREGATI ON. AND FOR SOVE REASON, | FEEL THAT | HAVE BEEN

15 CATAPULTED 40 OR 50 YEARS AGO AS WE STAND HERE TODAY FI GHTI NG
16 OR MAYBE DI SCUSSI NG, OUR RI GHTS. ARE WE NOT EQUAL TO OTHERS I N
17 DESERVI NG A TRAUMA CENTER | N OUR COMMUNI TY? SHOULD WE NOT HAVE
18 THE SAME ACCESS TO A TRAUMA CENTER AS OTHER COVMUNI TI ES? ARE
19 WE NOT ENTI TLED AS OTHER COMMUNI TI ES ARE TO THE SERVI CE OF A
20 TRAUMA CENTER | T HAS BEEN SAI D TONI GHT THAT THIS IS NOT A

21 POLITICAL | SSUE BUT A MEDICAL ISSUE. | SUBMT TOYOU IT IS

22 NEITHER 1T IS A MORAL | SSUE. [ ENTHUSI ASTI C CHEERS AND
APPLAUSE ]
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MARGUERI TE LAMONT: A MORAL | SSUE ON WHI CH YOU CANNOT PLACE A
DOLLAR SI GN. FOR OUR CHI LDREN S SAKE, YOU MJUST MAI NTAIN THE
INTEGRITY OF TH'S COWUNI TY AND AS OUR ELECTED REPRESENTATI VES
HAVE SAI D, YOU HAVE A MORAL OBLI GATION TO KEEP TH S TRAUVA
CENTER OPEN SO THAT OUR CHI LDREN, TWO OF VWHOM -- TWD STUDENTS
FROM WASHI NGTON PREP JUST DOMWN THE STREET A PI ECE, ARE ON THE
STAFF AS DOCTORS OF THI S TRAUVA CENTER. WE CAN | LL AFFORD TO
DENY THEM THE ACCESS, THE EQUI TY, AND THE ENTI TLEMENT OF A
CENTER I'N THEI R NEI GHBORHOCD THE WAY OTHERS HAVE. | URGE YQU,
DELAY YOUR VOTE TOMORROW BECAUSE THI'S IS NOT 1650, YOU TALK
W TH A DOUBLE MESSAGE WHEN YOU SAY TOMORROW HAS NOTHI NG TO DO
W TH WHAT WE HERE ABOUT TCDAY AND YOU PLAY W TH OUR

| NTELLI GENCE. WE ARE MJUCH MORE | NTELLI GENT THAN THAT, AND WE
KNOW THERE IS A CONNECTI ON. KEEP THE TRAUMA CENTER OPEN OR YQU
WLL SUFFER THE WAY WE ALL W LL, THE UNREST OF OUR CONSCI ENCE
VHENEVER ANOTHER LI FE | S LOST BECAUSE OF | TS CLOSURE.

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR: SANDRA DAVI S. SANDRA DAVIS. [ APPLAUSE
CONTI NUES ]

SANDRA DAVIS: HI . MY NAME | S SANDRA DAVIS, |'M FROM CULVER
CITY, BUT | STILL CONSIDER TH S My COMVUNI TY. THESE PECPLE ARE
A PART OF MYy COWUNI TY. | STAND BEFORE YQU | NSTEAD OF OUR
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1 CHLDREN. | RAN FOR THE SCHOOL BOARD THI NKI NG THAT |' M THE
2 VO CE FOR THE PEOPLE, FOR THE KI DS, AND ALL OF THE ELECTED

3 OFFI Cl ALS HERE ARE MY MENTORS. |'M A BABE | N THE WOODS, AND

4 THESE ARE MY MENTORS, AND |'M WATCHI NG YOU FOR GUI DANCE, |'M

5 WATCH NG YOU TO SEE WHAT | NEED TO DO IN MY PCSI TI ON, BUT |

6 NEED TO SEE THAT YOU SHOW ACCOUNTABI LI TY I N WHAT YOU DO. THI'S
7 HOSPITAL |'S SOVETHI NG THAT THIS COMMUNITY, IT'S A PART OF THE
8 COVMUNITY. WE CAN T JUST SAY THAT ALL OF A SUDDEN THAT WE' RE

9 GO NG TO JUST DI SPERSE EVERYBODY TO ALL THESE DI FFERENT

10 PLACES. |'VE LISTENED TO ALL OF -- |'VE LI STENED TO DR

11 GARTHWAI TE AND THEN ALL OF THE DOCTORS THAT HAVE COVE FORTH TO
12 REFUTE THE THI NGS THAT DR GARTHWAI TE HAS PUT FORTH. THAT

13 REALLY BAFFLES ME TO THI NK THAT OUR ELECTED OFFI Cl ALS ARE

14 SAYING "WELL, WE RE GO NG TO TAKE MR GARTHWAI TE' S WORD OVER
15 ALL OF THE OTHER DOCTORS, OVER ALL OF THE OTHER HOSPI TALS,

16 OVER ALL OF THE POLITICIANS. " |'M REALLY CURI OUS TO KNOW WHY
17 THI'S I'S HAPPENI NG THI'S WAY. SO WHEN | LI STENED TO JESSE

18 JACKSON, |'M THI NKING WN-W N SI TUATION. THAT'S ALL | LEARNED
19 | N SCHOOL, WAS WN-WN SI TUATION. THI'S LOOKS LIKE | T SHOULD BE
20 AWNWN SITUATION. IFITSAWNWNSITUATION, IFIT S A

21 WN SI TUATI ON FOR THE PEOPLE THEN IT'S A W N SI TUATI ON FOR

22 YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]

SANDRA DAVIS: OR I T SHOULD BE, AND THAT'S WHERE |' M KIND OF - -
"M GETTI NG REAL BAFFLED BY THI'S, AND AS | SAID, YOU RE MY
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MENTORS, YOU RE MY TEACHERS, |'M WATCH NG YOU FOR GUI DANCE.
GUI DE ME, BUT SHOW ME THE ACCOUNTABI LI TY. WHERE | S THE
ACCOUNTABI LI TY? IS THE ACCOUNTABI LITY TO THE COWUNI TY? IS IT
TO THE PECPLE? IS IT TO THE FAMLIES? IS IT TO THE ELDERS? | S

| T TO THE YOUTH? WE' VE GOT' YOUTH DYI NG EVERY DAY, WE' VE GOT
ELDERS DYI NG EVERY DAY, WE' VE GOI' PECPLE BEI NG SHOT, WE' VE GOT
PEOPLE BEI NG RUSHED I N. WHAT' S GO NG TO HAPPEN, THOSE FEW

M LES, SOVEBCDY SAID I T UP HERE, THOSE FEW M LES MAKE A BI G

Dl FFERENCE. M NUTES MAKE A DI FFERENCE I N A LI FE. HOW CAN WE
SAY, "OH, IT S OKAY, JUST GO A FEW MORE M LES AND YOU RE GO NG
TO MAKE | T"? WE' RE NOT GOD, BUT GOD IS WATCHI NG

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU.

SANDRA DAVI S: THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR NEXT IS DR FREDERI CK BURKE, FOLLOWED BY
PASTOR EMERY JAMES.

DR FREDERI CK BURKE: MR CHAI RVAN, MR CHAI RVAN, THANK YQOU SO
KINDLY FOR ALLOW NG ME THI'S OPPORTUNI TY TO ADDRESS THE BQARD
OF SUPERVI SORS. |'VE BEEN SI TTI NG HERE ALL DAY LONG BUT |I'M
GLAD TO BE HERE, BUT LET ME GET RIGHT TO THE PO NT. THE REASON
WE' RE HERE TODAY | S BECAUSE OF THE FACT THAT THE COUNTY BOARD
OF SUPERVI SORS | S RESPONSI BLE FOR THE FUNDS ADM NI STERED | N
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1 THE COUNTY OF LOCS ANGELES. THE COUNTY BQOARD OF SUPERVI SORS | S
2 RESPONSI BLE FOR H RI NG THE MEDI CAL DI RECTOR FOR MEDI CAL

3 SERVI CES FOR THE COUNTY, WH CH MAKES POLI CY DECI SI ONS THAT

4 AFFECT VARI QUS FACI LI TIES WTH N THE COUNTY. THE REASON WE' RE
5 HERE TODAY | S BECAUSE DR GARTHWAI TE, WHO |I' M SURE | S GOOD,

6 GARTHWAITE, WHO I' M SURE | S GOOD AT WHAT HE DOES, HAS COVE UP
7 WTH CERTAIN POLI CI ES THAT HAVE AFFECTED THE MARTI N LUTHER

8 KI NG DREW MEDI CAL CENTER I N AN ADVERSE WAY. WE ALL KNOW THAT
9 YOU CANNOT RUN A HOSPI TAL W THOUT AN ADM NI STRATOR. ANYTHI NG
10 WTHOUT A HEAD IS COVPLETELY OUT OF CONTROL. WE ALSO KNOW THAT
11 YOU NEED ADEQUATE STAFFI NG I N ORDER TO ADM NI STER THE PROPER
12 CARE THAT PATI ENTS NEED, AND WHEN YOU CONTRACT QUT SERVI CES

13 FOR NURSES AND YOU DON T HAVE ADEQUATE STAFFI NG, CERTAINLY IT
14 WOULD CREATE A PROBLEM THE OTHER PART -- NOW |'M GO NG TO

15  SPEAK, NOWI'VE BEEN HERE ALL DAY JUST LIKE YOU HAVE, AND |'M
16 GO NG TO SAY MY PI ECE. THE OTHER THI NG THAT WE FAI L TO REALI ZE
17 |'S THAT THE DREW MEDI CAL SCHOCL |'S THE TRAI NI NG FACI LI TY THAT
18  SENDS DOCTORS TO THE TRAUMA CENTER FOR TRAI NI NG THEY HAVE

19 TRAINED SOME OF THE TOP DOCTORS IN THI'S COUNTRY IN THE FI ELD
20 OF TRAUVA. NOW THE RATI ONALE FOR CLOSI NG THE TRAUMA CENTER

21  THAT WLL HELP DECOMPRESS THE HOSPI TAL, THAT WLL SOLVE --

22 APPARENTLY SCLVE THE PROBLEM THAT IS TOTALLY | RRATI ONAL. THE
TRAUVA CENTER HAS NOTHI NG TO DO W TH THE HOSPI TAL. THE FACT OF
THE MATTER IS, WHEN YOU HAVEN T GOT ENOUGH STAFF TO MEET THE
NEEDS OF PEOPLE, HOW DO YOU EXPECT THE HOSPI TAL TO HAVE A

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
89




November 15, 2004

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

1 STANDARD OR A REPUTATI ON THAT | S EXCELLENT? | WOULD SAY THI S.
2 YOU SPENT $13 M LLION TO BRING | N AN OUTSI DE CONSULTANT. |
3 WOULD HAVE TOLD YOU WHAT YOU NEED TO DO FOR FREE. [ APPLAUSE ]

5 SUP. KNABE, CHAI R OKAY, DO YOU WANT TO WRAP I T UP? [ GAVEL ]

7 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR WE VE GOT' A LOT OF PEOPLE TO TESTI FY.

9 DR FREDERICK BURKE: OH |'M VERY CLEAR ABOQUT THAT, | HAVEN T
10 HAD MY DI NNER YET EI THER. BUT LET ME JUST SAY THI' S, NOTHI NG

11 AGAI NST MR GARTHWAI TE, BUT WHEN YOU DO NOT BRI NG I N THE

12 PERSONS THAT ARE RI GHT ON THE SCENE, |'M TALKI NG ABOUT THE

13 DOCTORS AND THE NURSES THAT DEAL W TH THE DAY- TO- DAY PROBLEMS
14 OF THAT FACILITY, AND YOU MAKE DECI SI ONS DOMNTOWN AND YOU RE
15 OQUT OF TOUCH WTH THE REALI TI ES AND THE NEEDS OF THAT

16  PARTI CULAR FACI LI TY, WHAT DO YOQU TH NK YOU RE GO NG TO HAVE,

17 YOU RE CERTAINLY GO NG TO HAVE A PROBLEM THE OTHER PART | S

18 TH'S, AND I'LL STOP, BECAUSE | KNOW YOU WANT TO GO HOVE, TOO,
19 BUT I WLL SAY TH' S, | BELI EVE THAT, FIRST OF ALL, MOST OF YQU
20 ARE IN SHOCK, |'M SURE YOQU ARE, BECAUSE YQU DI D NOT ANTI Cl PATE
21 THAT TH'S COMUNI TY WOULD RALLY THE WAY | T HAS RALLI ED, YQU

22 DI D NOT ANTI CI PATE -- [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE |

DR FREDERI CK BURKE: AND AS | CLOSE MY SERMONS ON SUNDAY, |
W LL CONCLUDE W TH My CONCLUSI ON. [ LAUGHTER ]
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DR FREDERI CK BURKE: WHAT | S TAKI NG PLACE HERE TODAY | S NOT
JUST ABOQUT SOUTH L. A, IT IS ABOUT EVERY MEDI CAL FACI LI TY
WTH N THE COUNTY SYSTEM AND WHETHER FOLK LI KE ZEV, WHO S

SI TTI NG BACK THERE LOOKI NG AROUND, BEI NG DI SRESPECTFUL, |'M
GO NG TO SAY My PI ECE ANYWAY, YQU NEED TO TAKE SERI QUSLY WHAT
VE ARE SAYI NG WE' RE NOT' JUST QUT HERE KI LLI NG TI ME. VE ARE
HERE BECAUSE WE' RE CONCERNED ABOUT HEALTHCARE. WE' RE CONCERNED
ABOQUT POOR PECPLE, WE' RE CONCERNED ABOUT FOLK THAT WORK EVERY
DAY THAT HAVE A RI GHT TO HAVE DECENT HEALTHCARE, AND IT'S THE
COUNTY' S JOB TO PROVI DE THAT HEALTHCARE AND VWE WANT THAT
TRAUVA CENTER OPEN AND VWE DO NOT WANT | T CLOSED BECAUSE EVERY
COUNTY TRAUMA CENTER THAT HAS BEEN CLOSED HAS NEVER REOPENED
AND WE KNOW THAT AND WE DON' T WANT | T CLOSED.

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR MAYOR PRO TEM LETECI A VASQUEZ FROM
LYNWOOD, FOLLOWED BY PASTOR EMERY JAMES.

LETECI A VASQUEZ: ALL RI GHT, GOCD AFTERNOQON, HONORABLE MEMBERS
OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS. MY NAME | S LETECI A VASQUEZ, AND |
AM THE MAYOR PRO TEM IN THE C TY OF LYNWOOD. | STAND HERE
BEFORE YOU ON BEHALF MY COLLEAGUES ON THE LYNWOCD ClI TY COUNCI L
AND ALSO ON BEHALF OF THE 72,000 PEOPLE THAT | REPRESENT I N
THE CITY OF LYNWOOD, TO VO CE OQUR STRONG STRONG OPPOsSI TI ON OF
THE CLOSURE OF THE KI NG DREW TRAUVA CENTER. DUE TO THE RECENT
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1 DI VERSI ON OF PATI ENTS AT KI NG DREW TRAUMA CENTER TO SAI NT
2 FRANCES MEDI CAL CENTER LOCATED IN QUR CITY, INTHE CTY OF

3 LYNWOOD, OUR HOSPI TAL HAS EXPERI ENCED A DRAMATI C, DRAMATI C

4 | NCREASE | N THE NUMBER OF TRAUVA PATI ENTS BEI NG SEEN.

5 LYNWOOD S, SAI NT FRANCES MEDI CAL CENTER, |'S JUST THREE M LES

6 AWAY FROM KI NG DREW S TRAUVA CENTER AND IS THE CLOSEST TRAUVA
7 CENTER IN THE VIC NI TY. SAI NT FRANCES, AND | QUOTE FROM QUR

8 C.E O, "CANNOTI SUSTAI N THE | NCREASE | N PATI ENTS OF OUR TRAUNA
9 CENTER AND CLOSURE OF KI NG DREW TRAUVA CENTER W LL FURTHER

10 STRAIN THE RESOURCES IN OQUR COMMUNITY." AS YOU HAVE ALREADY

11 HEARD, SAINT FRANCES IN THE C TY OF LYNWOOD, WE HAVE OUR OMN
12 | SSUES RI GHT NOW W TH ACCREDI TATI ON, AND WE CANNOT TAKE ON THE
13 ADDED BURDEN WHEN WE ARE STILL HAVI NG TO FACE SOVE CHALLENGES
14 | NTERNALLY W TH OUR HOSPI TAL. WE ARE NOT PREPARED, SIMPLY NOT
15 PREPARED TO TAKE ON THE ADDI Tl ONAL PATI ENTS THAT WLL COME TO
16 OUR TRAUVA CENTER. [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

17

18 LETECI A VASQUEZ: AS SOVEONE WHO WAS BORN IN THI'S COMVUNI TY,

19 SOVEONE WHO GREW UP | N THE SHADOWS OF KI NG DREW TRAUMVA CENTER,
20 |'"M PERSONALLY OFFENDED THAT, AND | HAVE NEVER MET DR

21  GARTHWAITE, IN FACT, |I'M JUST BARELY BEI NG ABLE TO PUT A FACE
22 TO THE NAME AFTER READI NG A LOT OF THE ARTICLES IN THE L. A
TIMES, BUT |'M VERY OFFENDED THAT SOMEONE SUCH AS H M CAN MAKE
SUCH GRAVE RECOMVENDATI ONS THAT ARE GO NG TO | MPACT OUR
COMVUNI TY. DR GARTHWAI TE, |'M SURE, HAS NEVER BEEN A PATI ENT
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1  AND WLL NEVER BE A PATI ENT AT KI NG DREW TRAUVA CENTER
2 CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

4 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YQU. OKAY. LETECIA. TIME' S UP, SO, DO
5 YOU WANT TO WRAP | T UP?

7 LETECI A VASQUEZ: OKAY, WELL JUST -- YES, | N WRAPPI NG UP, ON

8 BEHALF OF THE GOOD PEOPLE NOT ONLY IN THE CITY OF LYNWOCD BUT
9 |INOUR REG ON, VWE URGE YOU TO MAKE THE RI GHT DECI SI ON, HELP
10 SAVE THE LIVES OF THE FAM LI ES THAT PECPLE I N OUR DI VERSE

11 COVMUNI TY, OUR LATI NO FAM LI ES, OQUR AFRI CAN- AVMERI CAN FAM LI ES
12 AND ALL THE FAMLIES IN TH S COWUNI TY AND SAY "NO' TO THE

13  CLOSURE OF THE TRAUMA CENTER.

14

15  SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YQU.

16

17 LETECI A VASQUEZ: THANK YOQOU.

18

19 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR PASTOR -- [ APPLAUSE ]

20

21  SUP. KNABE, CHAI R PASTOR EMERY JAMES. | S PASTOR JAMES STI LL
22 HERE? PASTOR EMERY JAMES? OH PASTOR W LLI AM CAMPBELL, HE

23 MENTIONED EARLIER HE'S GO NG TO SUBM T H' S TESTI MONY I N
24 WRI TING REVEREND FREDERI CK GLASS, FOLLOWED BY PASTOR REGQ NALD
25 POPE. |'VE GOI REVEREND FREDERI CK GLASS, AND THEN PASTOR
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1 REG NALD POPE, AND DEACON JOSI AH ALEXANDER SENI OR, | F YOQU D
2 GET IN LINE, PLEASE.

4 REVEREND FREDERI CK GLASS: |'M THE REVEREND FREDERI CK GLASS,

5 THE VOLUNTEER ADM NI STRATI VE CHAPLAI N, MARTI N LUTHER KI NG

6 HOSPI TAL FOR THE PAST 12 AND 1/2 YEARS. ALSO, | AM A RETI RED

7 COLONEL FROM THE UNI TED STATES Al R FORCE WHERE | HAVE MANAGED
8 Al RCRAFT BASES | NCLUDI NG HOSPI TALS. |' M ALSO A RETI RED PROJECT
9 MANAGER, FLIGHT TEST, FROM HUGHES Al RCRAFT COMPANY, SO | KNOW
10 QU TE A BIT ABOUT MANAGEMENT. | N LI STENING TO DR LEW S FROM
11 J.C.A H O TELL US THAT MARTIN LUTHER KI NG HOSPI TAL HAS HAD

12 ACCREDI TATI ON PROBLEMS FOR 10 YEARS AND THESE PROBLEMS HAVE

13 GONE UNTREATED, IT'S LIKE A WOUND AND WHI CH YOU DON' T TREAT,

14 THAT'S ALLOWED TO FESTER AND FESTER AND FESTER, A HOSPI TAL

15 WTHOUT ACE QO ISLIKEASHP WTHOUT A PADDLE. YOU, THE

16 BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS, ON DOWN TO THE LOWEST WORKER THAT SWEEPS
17 THE FLOOR, HAVE FAILED TH' S COWUNI TY, FAILED TH'S COMMUNI TY
18 MANAGEMENT- W SE! [ APPLAUSE ]

19

20 REVEREND FREDERI CK GLASS: YOU HAVE HI RED A MANAGEMENT TEAM TO
21 COME I|N NOW TO DO A JOB. LET THEM DO THEIR JOB. DON T GUESS BY
22 COM NG UP W TH SOMVETHING TO | T'S SO CALLED DECOVPRESS THE
HOSPI TAL BY CLOSI NG THE TRAUMA CENTER SOVETHI NG THAT' S NEEDED
IN TH'S COVWUNI TY. DR GARTHWAI TE SAI D BETVEEN 3 AND 6% W LL
BE THE EFFECT ON THI 'S HOSPI TAL. THAT EQUATES TO 60 TO 120
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1 PEOPLE WHO WLL D E IN THE STREETS. WE NEED TO SAVE LI VES. WE
2 NEED TH S TRAUVA CENTER. TH S TRAUVA CENTER | S WORLD RENOWNED
3 FOR THE SERVI CES THAT | T PROVI DES, SPECI FI CALLY TO THE

4 MLITARY AND TRAI NI NG | TS DOCTORS. WE NEED SOUND MANAGEMENT.

5 WE NEED SOUND CARE. PROVI DE THE CARE FOR THE PEOPLE THAT NEED
6 |ITINTHS COMIN TY. THANK YOU.

8 SUP. KNABE, CHAI R THANK YQU. PASTOR REG NALD POPE? [ CHEERS
9 AND APPLAUSE ]

10

11 SUP. MOLI NA: MR CHAI RVAN?

12

13 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR FOLLOWED BY DEACON JOSI AH ALEXANDER, SR,
14 FOLLOWED BY MRS. LILLI AN MOBLEY.

15

16 SUP. MOLINA: SIR BEFORE YOU BEA N, SIR, COULD THE DEPUTI ES
17 ASK MAYBE 20 MORE PEOPLE TO COME IN? THERE'S A LOT OF EMPTY
18 SEATS AND THERE' S PEOPLE WAI TI NG QUTSI DE. [ APPLAUSE ]

19

20 SUP. MOLINA: THIS IS I T? THANK YOU.

21

22 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR ALL RIGHT. PASTOR POPE, THEN DEACON
ALEXANDER AND THEN MRS. LI LLI AN MOBLEY.
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1 PASTOR POPE: TO THE HONORABLE SUPERVI SORS, MY NAME | S REG NALD
2 POPE. FOR THE LAST 29 YEARS, PASTOR OF THE BETHEL M SSI ONARY

3 BAPTI ST CHURCH AT 109TH AND COMPTON AVENUE, JUST ABOUT 12

4 BLOCKS FROM WHERE WE ARE I N THI'S LOCATION. | STAND THI S

5 AFTERNOON BEARI NG THE W SHES AND THE HOPE, NOT ONLY OF THE

6 BETHEL M SSI ONARY BAPTI ST CHURCH BUT OF THE THOUSANDS OF

7 CI TI ZENS SURROUNDI NG THI S AREA. AND THAT HOPE | S THAT YOU

8 WOULD FIND I T IN YOUR HEARTS TO DO THAT WHI CH ENHANCES LI FE

9 | NSTEAD OF ENDANGERI NG | T, TO DO THAT WHI CH SAVES LI VES

10 | NSTEAD OF SACRI FI CI NG THEM WE VE BEEN ACCUSTOVED TO HEARI NG
11 THE REGULAR BASI S OF THE SHRILL SOUNDS OF THE SI RENS THAT THE
12 GOOD SAMARI TANS OF THI'S 21ST CENTURY SPEED TO GET SOVE WOUNDED
13 PERSON | NTO THE HELPFUL HANDS OF THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO SERVE
14 | N THE TRAUMA CENTER OF THE MARTI N LUTHER KI NG, JR HOSPI TAL.
15 [ APPLAUSE ]

16

17 PASTOR REG NOLD POPE: THE FACT THAT THE SI RENS ARE SOUNDI NG

18 AND THE VEH CLES ARE SPEEDI NG SAYS THAT LI FE HANGS ON TI ME AND
19 HENCE I T DOESN T MAKE SENSE TO LENGTHEN THE TI ME BY MOVI NG THE
20 TRAUMA CENTER FURTHER AWAY FROM WHERE THE TRAUMA OCCURS. |

21 APPLAUSE ]

22

PASTOR REG NOLD POPE: AS A MNISTER IN THIS COWUNI TY, |'VE
HAD A CHANCE TO STAND BESI DE MEMBERS AND FRI ENDS AS THEI R
LOVED ONES WAS TREATED IN THI S TRAUMA CENTER. FAM LI ES LI KE
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1 JAMES B. HALL, VWHCSE SON, JI MW, WAS BROUGHT IN WTH A

2 DI ABETI C COVA. THEY GOT THERE TOO LATE. JIMW DIDN T MAKE I T.

3 BUT AT LEAST THEY HAD A PLACE TO TAKE HM THEI R OTHER SON,

4  MARCUS, WAS BROUGHT IN WTH MULTI PLE GUNSHOT WOUNDS. THANKS TO
5 THE TIMELY SERVI CE OF THE TRAUVA CENTER, MARCUS STILL LIVES. [

(o}

APPLAUSE ]

8 PASTOR REG NOLD POPE: FI NALLY, | WAS HERE WHEN MY OAN COUSI N,

9 WADE HUGHES, JR , WAS WHEELED I N, HAVI NG BEEN BEATEN AND

10 STABBED REPEATEDLY, LEFT ON THE SI DE OF THE ROAD TO Dl E.

11

12 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YQU.

13

14 PASTOR REG NOLD POPE: BUT THANKS TO THE GOOD SAMARI TANS KNOMN
15 AS THE PARAMEDI C AND THE L. A. FI RE DEPARTMENT AND THE ANGELS

16 OF MERCY KNOMWN AS THE DOCTORS AND NURSES I N THE TRAUMA CENTER,
17 WADE HUGHES STILL LIVES AND RESI DES | N THE STATE OF

18 CALI FORNI A

19

20 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YQU, PASTOR

21

22 SUP. MOLINA: THANK YOU VERY MJCH.

23
24 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR DON T BE PO NTI NG YOUR FI NGERS UP HERE. WE
25 HAVE A LOT OF PECPLE TO TESTIFY. |'M JUST. ..
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SUP. MOLI NA: THANK YOU. [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R OKAY, PLEASE SIT DOMN.

SUP. MOLI NA: THANK YOU!

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR HE SAID-- EXCUSE ME. HE SAID, "IN CLCSING "
| CALLED ON THE DEACON. [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R DEACON ALEXANDER.

PASTOR REG NCOLD POPE: NMAY | SUBM T THE REST OF MY ADDRESS TO
TH' 'S HONORABLE BQARD? THANK YOU SO MUCH.

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R THANK YOU, PASTOR [ APPLAUSE ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R DEACON ALEXANDER, FOLLOWED BY MRS. MOBLEY,
FOLLOVWED BY MARY HENRY.

DEACON JOSE ALEXANDER: CHAI RMAN KNABE, |' M DEACON JOSE
ALEXANDER FROM THE ROVAN CATHOLI C CHURCH HOLY NAME OF JESUS
LOCATED AT Cl MARRON AND JEFFERSON | N LOS ANGELES. | HAVE
SUBM TTED TO YOU PRI NTED DOCUMENTS AND ALSO A VI DECTAPE, A
TAPE OF A SHOW THE ST. MARTI N DE PORRES HOUR, VH CH WAS RUN
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1  TH'S PAST FRI DAY AT 4:30 AND 8:30 P.M ON THE COMCAST CHANNEL
2 PACIFI CA ACCESS, PUBLI C ACCESS CHANNEL. SO AT LEAST 500, 000

3 PECPLE HAVE ALREADY SEEN, | N SUMVARY, WHAT |'M ABOQUT TO DO

4 R GHT NON WE DID THAT IN 28 M NUTES AND 30 SECONDS. |' M HERE
5 TO TELL YOU THAT |'M HERE TO BUI LD BRI DGES. DR GARTHWAI TE,

6 YOU ALREADY HAVE THE CAPABI LI TY AT KI NG HOSPI TAL TO BU LD THAT
7 HOSPI TAL THAT SUPERVI SOR ZEV YAROSLAVSKY WANTS. HE WANTS A

8 H GH QUALITY HOSPI TAL. YOU ALREADY HAVE ONE. THE AGENCY FOR

9 HEALTHCARE RESEARCH AND QUALI TY RELEASED SOVE DATA I N JULY OF
10 TH'S YEAR THAT DATA SHOAS THAT, ON THE AVERAGE, THERE ARE 155
11 MEDI CAL ERROR DEATHS THAT COVMONLY OCCUR I N HOSPI TALS. THANKS
12 TO THE LGOS ANGELES TI MES, THE KING HAD SI X I N JUST TWO YEARS.
13 THAT MEANS THREE OVER, LIKE, 1,600 ADM SSI ONS. THAT MEANS THAT
14 THEY ONLY HAD TWO I N 1, 000. THAT MEANS THAT KI NG ALREADY IS A
15  QUALI TY HEALTHCARE CENTER. [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

16

17 DEACON JOSE ALEXANDER: I N 1971, | MANAGED THE URBAN HEALTH

18 SYSTEMS TASKS FUNDED BY THE NATI ONAL AERONAUTI CS AND SPACE

19 ADM NI STRATION. AT THE TIME, | WAS WTH CAL TECH JET

20 PROPULSI ON LABORATORY. WE S| MULATED THE ADM SSI ONS SYSTEMS AT
21  HARVARD GENERAL HOSPI TAL. AND, AT THE TI Mg, THEY THOUGHT I T

22 WAS | MPGSSI BLE. VWE THI NK THAT NAVI GANT NEEDS TO DO THE
FOLLOWNG THING | F YOU DON T HAVE A MODEL OF THE SYSTEM YOU
W LL NOT KNOW VWHAT | MPACT CHANGES YOU RE GO NG TO MAKE W LL
HAVE ON THAT SYSTEM OUR RECOVMENDATI ON TO YQU | S THAT, SI NCE
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1 YOU SPENT $13 M LLION, YOU QUGHT TO GET ONE THI NG QUT OF
2 NAVI GANT: YOU QUGHT TO GET A SI MULATI ON MODEL OUT OF THEM THE
3 DECI SION ON CALI FORNI A HOSPI TALS | S AT RI SK. HERE' S THE REASON
4  VHY. ONE-- ON THI S-- THE DATE IS GOOD FRI DAY, 1974, THE THREAT
5 OF A GAS LEAK ..

7 SUP. KNABE, CHAI R OKAY. DO YOU WANT TO WRAP I T UP, YOUR
8 TIME' S UP?

10 DEACON JOSE ALEXANDER: |'M GO NG TO WRAP IT UP I N JUST A

11 M NUTE. AND HERE' S WHAT HAPPENS TO YQU. A GRI DLOCK NEAR THE
12 HALL OF ADM NI STRATI ON MEANS | F SOMETHI NG HAPPENS TO YOU, YQU
13 CAN T GET TO THE EMERGENCY CENTER. THAT'S CALI FORNI A MEDI CAL
14 CENTER YOU DON' T WANT TO DO THAT.

15

16 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. MRS. MOBLEY, FOLLOWED BY MARY
17 HENRY, FOLLOWED BY SUSAN ROACH. [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ] [

18  ENTHUSI ASTI C CHEERS AND APPLAUSE |

19

20 LILLI AN MOBLEY: FIRST, G VING HONOR TO GOD. MY REASON FOR

21 BEING M HEART |S FILLED TODAY AND | FEEL GOCD. | FEEL GOCD
22 NO MATTER HOW YOQU VOTE. | FEEL GOOD BECAUSE THE PECPLE HERE | S
SAYING "WE DON' T LIKE IT AND WE' RE NOT GO NG TO TAKE IT." [
CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]
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1 LILLI AN MOBLEY: THE HONORABLE SUPERVI SORS, WE HAVE MADE MANY
2 TRIPS DOMN TO TALK TO YOU ABOUT MARTI N LUTHER KI NG HOSPI TAL.
3 WTHINTEGRITY, WTH DECENCY, W TH HONESTY AND FAI RNESS, WE
4 HAVE DONE THAT. BUT, AS YOU PUT MARTI N LUTHER KI NG ON A

5 M CROSCOPE, YOU NEED TO TURN ARCUND AND LOCK AT DR GARTHWAI TE
6 AND G VE A REAL LOOK OF WHAT'S GO NG ON W TH THE DEPARTMENT OF
7 HEALTHCARE SERVI CES. NOW YOU KNOWIF TH S WAS AT YOUR HOUSE,

8 YOU WOULDN T ALLOW ANYBQODY... [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

10 LILLI AN MOBLEY: ...TO MAKE YOQU LOOK AS BAD AS THE SUPERVI SORS.
11 YOU WOULD NOT LET THAT HAPPEN. YOU WOULD NEVER ALLOW THAT TO
12 HAPPEN. AND, |F ANY EX- ADM NI STRATOR FROM MARTI N LUTHER KI NG
13 HOSPI TAL WOULD WALK UP HERE I N MY FACE TODAY AND TELL ME THAT
14 THEY EVER RAN ANYTHI NG AT MARTI N LUTHER KI NG HOSPI TAL, | WOULD
15 TELL THEM THEY ARE LYI NG THEY NEVER HAVE. AND THERE' S SOVE

16 HERE TODAY. MARTI N LUTHER KI NG HAS ALWAYS BEEN MANAGED FROM

17 DOMTOM. ALWAYS. THEY CAN' T GO TO THE BATHROOM UNLESS THEY

18 CALL DOWNTOWN AND SEE WHAT TIME TO GO WE M GHT AS WELL BE

19 HONEST AND DECENT AND FAI R TODAY AND, ON THE COMVUNI TY PART,

20 WE ARE GO NG TO BE JUST THAT. EVERYBODY HAVE G VEN YOU THE

21 STATISTICS, THEY HAVE G VEN YOU THE FACTS, THEY' VE G VEN YOQU A
22 LOT OF SOUND, GOOD | NFORNVATI ON, AND WHAT YOU DOWTH IT IS UP
TO YOU. WE WANT TO WORK WTH YQU, | TOLD YOU ONCE BEFORE
DOMNTOM. WE REALLY WANT TO WORK W TH YOU BUT WE DARE PECPLE
TO KEEP COM NG I N AND TALKI NG ABOUT HOW HORRI BLE MARTI N LUTHER

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
101




The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

November 15, 2004

The Meeting Transcript of

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

KI NG HOSPI TAL |'S WHEN, ULTI MATELY, YOU KNOW WHO S | N CHARGE.
WE WLL NO LONGER SIT BY. | HAVE DEMONSTRATED, |'VE DONE
EVERYTH NG | N FAI RNESS THAT | KNOW HOW TO DO AND GOD HAVEN T
TAKEN THE FI GHT OUT OF ME YET. [ ENTHUSI ASTI C CHEERS AND
APPLAUSE ]

LI LLI AN MOBLEY: TOO MJUCH OF ME SACRI FI CED FOR US TO JUST G VE
UP AND ROLL OVER LI KE FI DO AND PLAY DEAD. WE DON T PARTI Cl PATE
N DOG AND PONY SHOWS. THAT' S NOT WHY WE ARE HERE. THIS IS
ABOUT SERI QUS BUSI NESS AND EVERY SPEAKER THAT HAVE GOTTEN UP
HERE TODAY HAVE TOLD YOU THE TRUTH ABOUT WHAT'S GO NG ON. YOQU
HAVE TO LOCK AT WHO S COOKI NG THE BOOKS. YOU GO TO DO THAT.
YOU HAVE TO LOOK AT WHO S DO NG I'T. AND, |F VW ARE GO NG TO BE
TRUTHFUL AND DECENT W TH EACH OTHER, WE' VE GOT TO TAKE A LOOK
AT TH'S. | WOULD HOPE THAT YOU WOULDN T VOTE TOMORROW | WOULD
HOPE THAT YOU VE HAD ENOUGH | NFORVATI ON SHARED W TH YOU OVER
THE YEARS. FOR SOVE OF US, THI S HAS BEEN A 40- YEAR FI GHT. A
40- YEAR FI GHT. | KNOW HOW HARD | T WAS FOR KENNY HAHN VWHEN HE
WAS THERE. THEY CALLED H M EVERYTHI NG | N THE WORLD ABQUT

TAKI NG CARE OF WATTS, W LLOWBROCK, SCUTH CENTRAL BUT HE STAYED
THE COURSE. HE STAYED THE COURSE. WE ARE HERE TONI GHT STANDI NG
W TH OUR SUPERVI SOR TO TELL HER AND TELL HER THAT WE' LL WORK
W TH HER BUT WE CANNOT LET YOU TAKE A LIFE, ONE LIFE, QUT OF
TH'S COMUNI TY. | DON T KNOW HOW MANY OF YOU HAVE EVER SEEN
ANYBODY W TH THEI R BRAI NS BLOWN QUT. | HAVE. |'VE SEEN MY
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1 NEIGHBOR S SON WTH H'S BRAINS HANG NG QUT H S HEAD AND VENT
2 TO MARTI N LUTHER KI NG HOSPI TAL. |'VE SEEN ALL KI NDS OF

3 |INJURIES. AND THEY CAME HERE AND THEY WERE SAVED. CGREG WAS

4 HERE, SHOT UP, WAS AFRAI D BECAUSE OF THE NAMES THEY CALL

5 HOSPI TALS. BUT HE CAME AND WE TOLD H M HE WAS KEEPI NG WATCH,
6 VIG LANT OVER HERE. WE TRY TO TAKE CARE OF OUR KI DS AND QUR
7 FAMLY AND CUR FRI ENDS. WE TRY TO DO THAT. WE ARE NOT MEAN,

8 EVIL PEOPLE. WE ARE NOT. BUT WE CAN T SIT ARCUND AND LET THE

9 CAT AND THE BI RDS AND THE PI GEONS AND THE ELEPHANTS GO TO

10 BATHROOM ON OUR HEAD AND SAY | T'S OKAY. [ ENTHUSI ASTI C CHEERS
11 AND APPLAUSE ]

12

13 LI LLI AN MOBLEY: NONE OF YOQU, NONE OF YOU, NOT A ONE OF YQU

14 WLL WANT TO BE DRI VI NG DOMN THE FREEWAY AND GET HURT OR FALL
15 OFF THE BRI DGE. WE HAVE PEOPLE | N CONSTRUCTI ON WORK THAT BUI LD
16 THE FREEWAYS AROUND HERE. YOU WOULDN T WANT A SCAFFOLD OR

17 SOVETHI NG TO FALL AND THERE' S NOT A TRAUVA CENTER TO TAKE CARE
18 OF IT. YOU WOULDN T WANT THAT TO HAPPEN. YOU DON T WANT TO

19 HEAR | T ABOUT YOUR NEI GHBORS. WE HEAR VWHAT HAPPENED TO QOUR

20 NEI GHBORS AND OUR FRI ENDS, QOUR CLI ENTS EVERY DAY AND THAT' S

21 VWHY WE GET THE COURAGE AND THE ENERGY TO COMVE QUT AND TELL

22 YOU, WORK WTH US. BE HONEST AND DECENT AND FAI R ENOUGH TO
WORK WTH US. WE' RE NOT GO NG ANYWHERE. [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

LI LLI AN MOBLEY: WE ARE NOT GO NG TO GO ANY PLACE. [ APPLAUSE ]
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2 LILLI AN MOBLEY: SO I'M TELLI NG YOU TODAY, ElI THER SI T DOWN AND
3 WORK WTH US OR ALL OF US WLL SUFFER THE CONSEQUENCES. AMEN.
4 [ APPLAUSE ]

6 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. [ ENTHUSI ASTI C CHEERS AND
7 APPLAUSE ]

9 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YQU. [ ENTHUSI ASTI C CHEERS AND

10  APPLAUSE CONTI NUES ]

11

12 AUDI ENCE CHANTI NG SAVE KI NG DREW SAVE KI NG DREW

13

14 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR MARY HENRY FOLLOWED BY SUSAN RHODES,

15 FOLLOWED BY T. D. WASHI NGTON, FOLLOWED BY BEVERLY BLAKE.

16

17 AUDI ENCE CHANTI NG SAVE KI NG DREW SAVE KI NG DREW

18

19 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR MARY AND THEN SUSAN AND GERRY WASHI NGTON
20 AND BEVERLY BLAKE.

21

22 GERALDI NE WASHI NGTON: GOOD AFTERNCON. | ' M GERALDI NE

WASHI NGTON, PRESI DENT OF THE LOS ANGELES NNA A C.P. AND I'M
HERE TODAY TO SPEAK FOR N. A  A.C.P. [ APPLAUSE ]
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1 GERALDI NE WASHI NGTON: SO | FI'RST WOULD LI KE TO THANK YOU FOR
2 THE TIME THAT YOU RE G VING AND TO THANK ALL OF YOU BUT ALSO

3 TO SAY A WORD OF THANKS TO MY SUPERVI SOR, SUPERVI SOR BURKE,

4 BECAUSE WE STILL NEED YOU, SUPERVI SOR BURKE AND WE HOPE THAT

5 THE OTHER MEMBERS-- WE GOT I T, ALL RI GHT. VERY GOOD. WELL,

6 THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNI TY TO SPEAK ON THIS TOPIC. I T WAS

7 NOT LONG AGO THAT KI NG DREW TRAUVA CENTER WAS A MODEL UNI' T

8 THAT MANY OTHER HOSPI TALS AND COUNTI ES USED AND EMULATED. THE
9 ARMED FORCES SENT A NUMBER OF THEI R DOCTORS TO KI NG DREW TO

10 OBSERVE, TO BE I NSTRUCTED, AND TO BE TRAI NED FI RSTHAND HOW TO
11 TIMELY AND SUCCESSFULLY TREAT TRAUMA VI CTI M5 OF GUNSHOT

12 WOUNDS, HEAD | NJURI ES AND OTHER LI FE- THREATENI NG | NDJURI ES, HOW
13 TO TREAT THEM SUCCESSFULLY AND UNDER EXTREME AND PRCOLONGED

14 Tl ME PRESSURES. JUST LI KE ANY PRECI SI ON MACHI NE, NEGLECT, OVER
15 TIME, WLL BREAK IT DOMN AND | TS EFFECTI VENESS W LL DECLI NE.

16 THAT' S WHAT HAPPENED TO KI NG DREW | T WAS NOTI' THE DOCTORS OR
17 THE NURSES OR THE OTHER DI LI GENT MEDI CAL AND STAFF PERSONNEL.
18 | T WAS MR THOVAS GARTHWAI TE, COUNTY HEALTH OFFI CER AND

19  COUNTY-- AND COUNTY SUPERVI SORS, | WLL I NCLUDE YOQU I N THAT

20 BECAUSE | KNOW THAT YOU TWO SHARE OVERSI GHT BUT I T WAS THOSE
21 OF YOU WHO CLOSED YOUR EYES TO THE NEEDS OF KI NG DREW TO

22 PROVI DE MORE DOCTORS, MORE NURSES, MORE MEDI CAL STAFF AND THE
NEED TO REPLACE WORN AND BROKEN EQUI PMENT AND TECHNOLOGY AND
TRAINI NG TO GO WTH THAT, SO THE RESULTS WERE THAT, ONE DAY,
VE LOCKED UP AND KI NG DREW WAS | N TROUBLE. NOW THAT KI NG
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1 DREWS TRAUMA SYSTEM | S BROKEN, THOSE RESPONSI BLE WANT TO
2 BLAME THE STAFF AND THE DOCTORS FOR THE PROBLEM THEY WANT TO
3 BLAME THE PUBLI C FOR BEI NG VI CTI M5 OF TRAUMA AND THEY WANT TO
4 BLAME THE COUNTY AND THE STATE AND THE COUNTRY FOR A LACK OF
5 FUNDI NG THEY BLAME EVERYBCDY BUT THEMSELVES. WE CAN RESPECT
6 AN ARGUMENT OF LACK OF FUNDS, WH CH MAY FORCE US TO BE MORE

7 SPARE BUT WE CANNOT ACCEPT CLOSI NG THE TRAUVA CENTER BECAUSE
8 MR GARTHWAI TE' S | NEPTNESS I N BLAM NG THE HOSPI TAL. . .

10 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR DO YOQU WANT TO WRAP I T UP, YOUR TIME S UP.
11

12 GERALDI NE WASHI NGTON: . .. FOR A PROBLEM THEY CREATED AND

13 | GNORED UNTIL THEIR-- | AM SPEAKI NG ON BEHALF OF THOUSANDS OF
14 PEOPLE, | NCLUDI NG THE NATI ONAL OFFI CE AND | RESPECTFULLY ASK
15 THAT YOU ALLOW ME TO COVPLETE MY STATEMENT. [ ENTHUSI ASTI C

16 CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

17

18 GERALDI NE WASHI NGTON:  BLAM NG THE HOSPI TAL FOR PROBLEMS THEY
19 CREATED AND | GNORED UNTI L, IN THEIR OPI Nl ON, THE HOSPI TAL WAS
20 TOO BROKEN TO FI X. WELL, WE, THE PUBLI C, RESENT THAT STATEMENT
21 AND VE KNOW NOW THAT I T IS TIME FOR YOU TO TH NK ABOUT FI XI NG
22 |IT. THHS I'S DEFI NI TELY A SLAP I N THE FACE OF OUR COVMUNI TY.
EVEN I N I TS WEAKENED STATE, KI NG DREW TRAUVA SYSTEM HAS

CONTI NUED TO HELP OQUR COMMUNI TI ES. I T HAS CONTI NUED TO SAVE

LI VES OF OQUR FAM LY MEMBERS, NEI GHBORS, FRI ENDS AND PECPLE WE
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1 DON T EVEN KNOW BECAUSE THEY WERE VI CTI M5 OF ACCI DENTS OR
2 PECPLE JUST PASSI NG THROUGH. SO WE DEMAND THAT THOSE

3 RESPONSI BLE FI X THI S PROBLEM THEY CREATED I T. WE CHALLENGE
4 THEM TO EI THER RESI GN AND LET SOVEBODY ELSE STEP IN... [

5 ENTHUSI ASTI C CHEERS AND APPLAUSE |

7 GERALDI NE WASHI NGTON: ... OR FIX I'T. TO ADD I NSULT TO | NJURY,

8 WE OPENED THE MORNI NG LOS ANGELES TI MES ONE MORNI NG THI S PAST
9 WEEKEND AND WERE JOLTED BY THE ACTIONS OF MR GARTHWAI TE

10 VWHCH, |IN EFFECT, WTHOUT DUE PROCESS, ALREADY STARTED THE

11 FIRST REAL STEP TO DI SMANTLE KI NG DREW HOSPI TAL. EMERCGENCY

12 VEH CLES WERE G VEN THE ORDERS AND DI VERTED AVAY FROM KI NG

13 TRAUVA CENTER TO OTHER HOSPI TALS.

14

15 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR OKAY. COULD YOU WRAP | T UP, PLEASE SO WE
16 CAN. . .

17

18 GERALDI NE WASHI NGTON: | CERTAINLY W LL. THANK YOU.

19

20 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU.

21

22 GERALDI NE WASHI NGTON:  TONI GHT, WE SEND A MESSAGE, DON T CLOSE
IT. FIXIT. DISCUSS | T, TALK ABOUT WHOEVER, WHATEVER, HOWEVER
AND VWHOMVEVER BUT JUST FI X I T. [ APPLAUSE ]
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1 GERALDI NE WASHI NGTON: AS WE REFLECT OVER THESE LAST TWO OR
2 THREE DAYS, WE KNOW THAT THERE REALLY IS, I N OUR OPI NI ON, AN
3 ATTEMPT TO CLCSE KI NG DREW

5 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR |F YOU WANT TO JUST. ..

7 GERALDI NE WASHI NGTON: WE W LL BE WATCHI NG AND WV THANK YOU FOR
8 YOUR ATTENTI ON.

10 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR IF YOU WANT TO-- MA'AM | F YOU CAN SUBM T
11 THE WRI TTEN COMVENTS FOR THE RECORD, TOO, |F YOQU D LI KE.

12

13 GERALDI NE WASHI NGTON: OH, NO. | COVPLETED MY STATEMENT.

14

15 SUP. KNABE, CHAI R OKAY. JEANNI E WASHI NGTON, MARY HENRY, SUSAN
16 RHODES, BEVERLY BLAKE. PLEASE. |F | HAVEN T CALLED YOUR NAME,
17 PLEASE DON'T GET IN LINE. OKAY? IF | HAVEN T..

18

19 LUS A CARILLO JEANNITE IS GO NG TO TAKE MY PLACE. |'M TAKI NG
20 HER PLACE.

21

22 GERALDI NE WASHI NGTON: | YIELD My TIME TO HM

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR AND YOUR NAME?
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1 LUS A CARLLO THANK YOU VERY MJUCH, JEANNITE. MY NAME IS LU S
2 CARILLO MY NAME | S COM NG UP SHORTLY, BUT | HAVE TO GO PI CK
3  UP MY GRANDSONS BY 7:00, SO | HAVE TO RUSH OQUT OF HERE. | WANT
4 TO THANK MAXI NE WATERS FOR FORM NG THI S BEAUTI FUL COALI TI ON. [
5 ENTHUSI ASTI C CHEERS AND APPLAUSE |

7 LUS A CARI LLO MAXI NE WATERS HAS BROUGHT TOGETHER THE

8 AFRI CAN- AVERI CAN, LATI NO AND VHI TE COWUNITI ES. .. [

9 I NTERJECTI ONS ]

10

11 LU S A CARILLO ...TO SAVE THE TRAUMA CENTER AND | THANK YQU.
12 YOU RE A FEARLESS FREEDOM FI GATER, MAXINE. | LOVE YQU. [

13 ENTHUSI ASTI C CHEERS AND APPLAUSE |

14

15 LUS A CARILLO | WANT TO SPEAK TO YOU W TH MY HEART.

16 GARCETTI, HE PO NTED OUT SOVE PROBLEMS. YOU DIDN' T COWPLY W TH
17 THE BROWN ACT. PERHAPS THERE WAS A RUSH, A RUSH TO JUDGVENT. |
18 WANT TO ASK YOU TO RECONSI DER, TO POSTPONE THE DECI SI ON OF

19 CALI FORNI A HCSPI TAL AND ALSO TO RECONSI DER OTHER VI ABLE

20 OPTI ONS THAT HAVE BEEN PRESENTED TO YOQU TODAY. THERE'S NO RUSH
21 TO SAVE THE TRAUVA CENTER THERE' S NO RUSH FOR YOU TO MAKE A
22 DECISION IN ORDER TO SAVE THE TRAUVA CENTER AND WHAT WE LACK
IN THI'S SOCI ETY | S CAREFUL JUDGVENT CONSI DERI NG THE | MPACT ON
HUMAN LI VES. THAT' S VERY | MPORTANT. GEORGE BUSH WAS | N A RUSH
TO JUDGVENT TO TAKE THI S COUNTRY TO WAR OVER A 1, 000 SERVI CE
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1 PEOPLE AND 30 TO A HUNDRED THOUSAND | RAQ S ARE DEAD NOW SO,
2 | N THE NAME OF HUVANI TY, PLEASE TAKE A STEP BACK. MEET W TH
3 SOVE OF THE FOLKS HERE. CERTAINLY, MEET WTH THE ELECTED

4 OFFI Cl ALS SO THAT YOU CAN TRY TO RESOLVE TH S PROBLEM AND
5 JESSE JACKSON S WORDS OF | NSPI RATI ON WERE VERY MOVI NG, AND |
6 TH NK THAT IS A WAY FOR US TO GET TOGETHER, BECAUSE NOBCDY
7 WANTS TO DAMAGE THE COMVUNI TY THAT HAS ALREADY BEEN DAMAGED
8 FOR YEARS BUT YOUR ACTI ONS, DR GARTHWAITE, | CAN T EVEN

9 PRONOUNCE YOUR NAME, YOUR ACTI ONS, YOU RE PROBABLY WORKI NG | N
10 GOOD FAI TH. HONEVER, YOU RE SO REMOVED BECAUSE YOU RE A

11 BUREAUCRAT, THAT SOVETI MES YOU DON' T FEEL THE | MPACT UNTI L YQU
12 SEE IT LIKE YOU SEE I T TODAY. TH S I S WHAT YOU HAVE TO

13 CONSI DER. THE HUVMAN CAPI TAL. YOU RE NOT TALKI NG ABOUT

14  FI NANCI AL CAPI TAL OR. ..

15

16 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YQU.

17

18 LUS A CARILLO ...BUT LOOK AT THE HUVAN | MPACT THAT YOU RE
19 MAKING ON THE COWUNI TY. MAXINE, | LOVE YA. [ CHEERS AND

20 APPLAUSE |

21

22 PAMELA NARCI SSO |'M PAMELA NARCI SSO W TH THE

COM TTEE. MY NAME | S PAMELA NARCI SSO W TH THE

COW TTEE.
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SPEAKER: YQOU ARE?

PAMELA NARCI SSO. AND | JUST WANT TO SAY TH S. YES, YES, SIR
MY GOOD FRI END. . .

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R WHO ARE YOU?

PAMELA NARCI SSO. PAMELA NARCI SSO W TH THE

COM TTEE. My HUSBAND AND | HAVE BEEN HERE FOR

THREE GENERATIONS. | JUST WANT TO LET YOU KNOW . .

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR OKAY. AND IF | HAVEN T CALLED-- PLEASE. |

MEAN, |I'M TRYI NG TO GET-- WE' VE GOI' ALL THESE PEOPLE TO

TESTI FY, WE' VE GOT' ALL THESE. ..

PAMELA NARCI SSO. | UNDERSTAND.

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR |'M CALLI NG THEM BY NAMES AND | F YOU CAN,
YOU KNOW ABI DE BY THAT, YOU KNOWP

PAMELA NARCI SSO. | UNDERSTAND BUT | WANT TO SPEAK. | NEED TO
SPEAK.

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R MARY HENRY, SUSAN RHCDES, BEVERLY BLAKE AND
BOBBY ANDERSON. GO AHEAD.
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PAMELA NARCI SSO. YVONNE? W TH ALL DUE RESPECT TO YOU, SIR |I'M
HERE ON BEHALF OF MY GOCD ADVI SORY FOR THE COW TTEE, FOR THE
COM TTEE. HER NAME WAS ANI TA LUGO KI NG, THE

WFE OF CELES KING Il AND | AM EMOTI ONAL BECAUSE | LOVE AN TA
BECAUSE THEY FOUGHT RI GHAT ON THE SI DE, LILLI AN MOBLEY AND
SUPPORT MAXI NE. | F ANYBODY KNEW CELES, YVONNE, YOU KNEW CELES?
BRAI THWAI TE- BURKE, YVONNE BURKE AND CONGRESSMAN. THIS | S

EMOTI ONAL FOR ME. | TOLD HER | WOULD GO TO THE END TO LET THEM
KNOW HOW SHE FELT AND HOW WE FELT, THAT WE MJUST KEEP THI S
TRAUVA EMERGENCY HOSPI TAL OPEN. THERE ARE CHI LDREN AT STAKE
HERE. DON T FORGET ABQUT THE KI DS WHO GOT' KI LLED | N COMPTON
13, 14 YEARS OLD. WHAT HAPPENED TO THAT YOUNG MAN? HOW COMVE HE
WAS NOT' TRANSFERRED HERE? HE GOI' TRANSFERRED TO LONG BEACH
MEMORI AL, WHERE HE DI ED. WE FI GHT FOR CHI LDREN S RI GHTS, AND
THS IS WHAT |'M FI GHTI NG FOR. |' M TELLI NG YOQU, |'M ASKI NG YOU
IN THE NAME, IN THE LEGACY OF ANI TA LUGO KI NG AND MYSELF AND
THE COMM TTEE, CELES KING Il AND | CAN SPEAK

FOR THEM BECAUSE | AM THE ONE THAT TOOK CARE THE LAST FI VE
YEARS AND | GAVE | T FROM MY HEART. THEY ALWAYS WANTED TO SEE
TH'S TRAUVA CENTER OPEN, THEY ALWAYS KNEW THERE WAS SOMETHI NG
VWRONG. THERE | S A PROBLEM W TH MR THOVAS GARTHWAI TE. YQOU VE
GOTTA GO HE NEEDS TO RESI G\

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU.
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2 PAMELA NARCI SSO | F YOU CAN T RESI GN, THEN WE NEED TO RECALL
3 HM

5 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU.

7 PAMELA NARCI SSO BECAUSE WE NEED TO MOVE ON. THI NK ABOUT QOUR
8 CHI LDREN. THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]

10 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YQU.

11

12 ADRI AN DOVE: SPEAKI NG ON BEHALF OF MARY HENRY.

13

14 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR |'M TRYI NG TO BRI NG SOVE SEMBLANCE OF ORDER
15 TO TH S PROCESS. A LOT OF PEOPLE HAVE SIGNED UP. ITF I DON T

16 CALL YOUR NAME-- PLEASE WAIT "TIL I CALL YOUR NAME THEN GET I N
17 LINE VHEN VE CALL YQU SO. ..

18

19 ADRI AN DOVE: YEAH, SPEAKI NG ON BEHALF OF MARY HENRY, |'M

20 ADRI AN DOVE, CHAIRVAN OF THE... [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

21

22 FEMALE VO CE: THAT' S VWHY HE HAS NOT CALLED MY NAME!

SUP. BURKE: WE' LL FIND YOUR NAME. WE'LL FIND IT.
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SUP. KNABE, CHAIR WE' LL FIND YOUR NAME. | DI D NOT HAVE A SLIP
ON YOU UNDER THE ELECTED OFFI CI ALS. |'M NOT TRYI NG - WE' LL CET
YOU UP THERE.

SUP. BURKE: WE' LL FI ND YOUR NAME.

ADRI AN DOVE: M NE | S VERY BRIEF. MY NAME | S ADRI AN DOVE. |'M
CHAI RVAN OF THE CONGRESS OF RACI AL EQUALI TY OF CALI FORNI A AND
VE' VE BEEN STRUGGLING WTH THIS FOR QUI TE A LONG TI ME AND WE

| NTEND TO STAY WTH IT. | TH NK IT'S PRETTY OBVI QUS TODAY THAT
THERE HAS NOT BEEN ONE SPEAKER VWHO SAI D, "PLEASE CLOSE THE
TRAUVA CENTER. " EVERY SI NGLE SPEAKER HAS BEEN FOR KEEPING I T
OPEN AND SAVI NG THE WHOLE ENTI RE HOSPI TAL. | THI NK SOVETHI NG
ELSE THAT'S EVI DENT IS THAT THE ACT ON THE RECOMVENDATI ON OF
DR, GARTHWAI TE TO PROPOSE CLCSI NG THI'S CENTER IS OF SUCH
NATURE, OF SUCH MAGNI TUDE THAT WE HAVE 10, 000 PEOPLE QUT IN
THE STREET, OUTSIDE AND | THI NK THE FACTS THAT ARE SO WELL
KNOMAN BY MANY OF OUR SPEAKERS AND PARTI CULARLY OUR LEADERS

LI KE MAXI NE WATERS, THAT IT'S PRETTY CLEAR THAT THERE NEEDS TO
BE A DI FFERENT COURSE OF ACTI ON TAKEN. NOW THERE' S TWO WAYS
TO GO AT I T. ONE WAY AND |I'M A PLAINTI FF-- CO PLAI NTI FF W TH
THE DOCTORS AT MARTI N LUTHER KI NG HOSPI TAL, THE CONGRESS OF
RACI AL EQUALI TY AND THE DOCTORS ARE FI LI NG A LAWSUI T, HAVE

FI LED A LAWSUI T AND SEEKI NG A TEMPORARY RESTRAI NI NG ORDER

AGAI NST THE CLOSI NG | N THE FEDERAL COURTS AS A CIVIL RI GHTS
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1 CASE. THE OTHER WAY, THE EASI ER WAY, IS |F THE BOARD OF
2 SUPERVI SORS OR | TS REPRESENTATI VE SI TS TO THE TABLE ACROSS

3 FROM MAXI NE WATERS, THE GOOD DOCTOR WHO SPOKE AND MAYBE A

4 MEDI ATOR FROM OUTSI DE, LI KE JESSE JACKSON, WHO SUGGESTED I T

5 AND LIKE IN THE WORDS OF RODNEY KI NG "CAN WE ALL GET ALONG?"
6 YOU KNOWP LET US SI T DOAN AND NEGOTI ATE THI S THI NG BECAUSE | T
7 SEEMS AS THOUGH NOBCODY ADM TS TO WANTI NG TO CLOSE THE

8 HOSPI TAL. SOMVE PEOPLE FEEL VERY STRONG ABOUT HOLDI NG OPEN THI S
9 TRAUMA UNIT, SO LET US ADMT I T TO ARBI TRATI ON BY REVEREND

10 JESSE JACKSON. THANK YOU.

11

12 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. SUSAN RHODES, BEVERLY BLAKE,

13 BOBBY ANDERSON AND MAE THOMAS.

14

15 TIMWATKINS: MY NAMES TI M WATKINS. SUSAN RHODES HAS YI ELDED

16 HER TIME TO ME. | AM THE PRODUCT OF A WH TE WOVAN THAT MARRI ED
17 A BLACK MAN FROM M SSI SSI PPl THAT CAME HERE WHEN HE WAS 13

18 YEARS OLD TO ESCAPE A LYNCH MOB. AND | JUST HAVE TO TELL YOU
19 THAT, TODAY, THE WHITE MAN IN ME IS TIRED OF SEEI NG THE BLACK
20 MAN I N ME TREATED AS THOUGH HE JUST DOESN T REALLY MATTER. |

21 CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ] [ GAVEL ]

22

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R PLEASE LET H M TESTI FY. GO AHEAD.
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1 TIMWATKINS: WE' RE NOT TALKI NG ABOUT A RACE CARD HERE; WHAT
2 WE' RE TALKI NG ABOUT | S WHETHER OR NOT-- WHETHER OR NOT THE
3 WLL OF THI'S COMMUNI TY W LL BE EXPRESSED THROUGH THE DECI SI ON-
4 MAKI NG AUTHORI TY OF YOU AS A GROUP OF POLI CY SETTERS AND

5 DECI SI ON MAKERS. AND WHAT | WOULD ASK YOU, WHAT | WOULD ASK

6 YOU |S PLEASE, PLEASE DO NOT LYNCH THAT I NSTI TUTI ON ACROSS THE
7 STREET. [ APPLAUSE ]

9 TIMWATKINS: LET YOUR DECI SI ON- MAKI NG AUTHORI TY REFLECT THE

10 WLL OF THE THOUSANDS OF PECPLE THAT TURNED OUT, M SSED WORK,
11 LET THEIR FAM LI ES GO BY THE WAYSI DE FOR TODAY TO COVE QUT AND
12 EXPRESS THEMSELVES. PLEASE EXPRESS THE WLL OF THE PECPLE I N
13 YOUR DECI SI ON- MAKI NG AUTHORI TY. THANK YQU.

14

15  SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

16

17 SUP. KNABE, CHAI R BEVERLY BLAKE, BOBBY ANDERSON, MAE THOVAS
18  AND ERI C PRI ESTLEY.

19

20 BEVERLY BLAKE: BEVERLY BLAKE OF | NTERAGENCY COUNCI L. |'M

21  SPEAKI NG TO YOQU AS YOUR CONSTI TUENT. WE ELECTED YOU TO OVERSEE
22 OUR I NTERESTS I N THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES. YOU HAVE HEARD OUR
VO CE. OUR | NTEREST AND OUR PCSI TION | S VVE WANT AND DEMAND TO
HAVE OUR TRAUMA CENTER. THAT IS OUR POSITION. | F YOU ARE
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1 FULFI LLI NG YOUR DUTY, THEN YOU W LL REPRESENT OUR | NTERESTS
2 AND KEEP THAT TRAUVA CENTER OPEN. [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

4 BEVERLY BLAKE: |F YOU ARE NOT REPRESENTI NG OUR | NTEREST I N
5 TH' S MATTER, THEN WHOSE | NTEREST ARE YOU REPRESENTI NG? [
6 | NTERJECTI ONS ]

8 BEVERLY BLAKE: | SUGGEST THAT THE NEXT ACTI ON STEP, |F YOU ARE
9 REPRESENTI NG US, THAT YOUR NEXT ACTI ON STEP IS TO DI SCONTI NUE
10 ANY DECI SI ON- MAKI NG AT TOMORROW S MEETI NG AND DECI DE TO

11 CONVENE A NEUTRAL THI RD PARTY MEETI NG BETWEEN WHO YQU

12 REPRESENT OR WHO YOU WANT ON A COW TTEE AND VWHO QOUR

13 CONGRESSWOVAN CHOOSES TO HAVE ON A COW TTEE AND REACH THE

14 COVMON GOAL THAT ZEV TALKED ABQUT. |F THE | SSUE IS QUALITY

15 MEDI CAL CARE, WE HAVE THE SKI LL AND THE PEOPLE TO ESTABLI SH
16 THE STEPS TO BE TAKEN TO REMEDY THAT. | F, | NDEED, WE ARE BOTH
17 WORKI NG ON THE SAME | SSUE W TH THE SAME | NTEREST, THEN YOU

18 WLL TAKE THE ACTI ON STEP TO SEE THAT I T'S CORRECTED. | HOPE
19 YOU DO THI S TOMORROWN MORNI NG  THANK YOQU. [ APPLAUSE |

20

21  SUP. KNABE, CHAI R BOBBY ANDERSON, MAE THOVAS, ERI C PRI ESTLEY
22  AND DR EVA HOLMES. BOBBY ANDERSON. OKAY. [ APPLAUSE ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR MAE THOVAS. MAE. MAE THOVAS. MAE THOVAS,
YOU RE NEXT.
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CELES KING THE HONORABLE BOARD, EVERYONE ELSE, DR

GARTHWAI TE, MR LEAF, IF HE'S STILL AROUND, IT'S REALLY HARD
FOR ME TO TALK RI GHT NOW BECAUSE YOU KNOW WAS

MENTI ONI NG - MY FATHER SAI D TO GOVERNOR REAGAN, HE SAI D, "THE
PEOPLE WHO HAVE THE LEAST ALWAYS PAY THE MOST," WHETHER | T BE
EMOTI ONALLY, WHETHER | T BE MORALLY, OR WHETHER | T BE

PHYSI CALLY AND, IN THI S CASE, WHAT WE HAVE SEEN | S W HAVE
SEEN A SYSTEMATI C DESTRUCTI ON OF A FI NE QUALITY | NSTI TUTI ON. |
AGREE WTH YOQU, RI GHT NOW TH' S HOSPI TAL IS NOT COST

EFFECTI VE. | T CANNOT BE COST EFFECTI VE BECAUSE | T DOES NOT
HAVE A COVPLEMENT OF PECPLE TO BE EFFECTI VE. WE NO LONGER HAVE
A HOSPI TAL AS A FULL SERVI CE HOSPI TAL. WHAT WE HAVE NOW IS A
GLORI FI ED CONVALESCENT HOVE THAT | S SERVI NG APPROXI MATELY 20%
OR LESS OF I TS ACTUAL CAPACI TY. THERE ARE NOT A HUNDRED PEOPLE
I N THAT HOSPI TAL OVER THERE. YOU RE TELLI NG ME THAT
DECOVPRESSI ON | S WHAT' S NEEDED? HOW DO YOU DECOVPRESS FROM 500
AND SOVE PEOPLE TO LESS THAN A HUNDRED AND CALL I'T AND SAY,
"WE NEED TO DECOVPRESS SOVE MORE. " VWHAT ARE YOU GO NG TO DO,
THROW THE REST OF THEM QUT? IS I T THE BABY WTH THE BATHWATER
PROGRAM? |S THAT WHAT IT'S ABQUT? IF IT IS, THEN WE, IN TH' S
COMVUNI TY, WOULD LI KE YOU TO JUST TELL US. TELL US FLAT QUT.
VE HAVE A SYSTEMATI C REASON FOR DO NG WHAT WE' RE DO NG AND
THAT 1S TO ELI M NATE TH S HCSPI TAL BECAUSE WE HAVE A NEW
MSSION IN MND, WE HAVE A M SSI ON TO RE- GENTRI FY THI S
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1 COMVMUNITY. WE HAVE A M SSI ON TO DESTROY WHAT ALREADY IS AND
2 PUT INITS PLACE A PROGRAM THAT WLL REBU LD IT I N A DREAM
3 THAT IS REALLY A DREAM BECAUSE WE' RE NOT GO NG ANYWHERE. |
4 TOLD THIS COW SSI ON ONCE BEFORE, THI S BOARD, THAT WE WERE
5 TIRED, THAT WE WERE TI RED OF THE DUPLI CI TY, THAT WE WERE TI RED
6 OF THE M SMANAGEMENT BUT NOW WE' RE NO LONGER Tl RED, WE' RE
7 STANDI NG UP, WE' RE TELLI NG YOU WE ARE HERE, WE' RE GO NG TO
8 STAY HERE AND WE DON' T WANT THI S TRAUVA CENTER OR OUR HOSPI TAL
9 CLOSED, WE WANT I T REBU LT! [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]
10
11 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. MAE THOVAS.
12
13 LORAIN CERVANTES: MAE THOVAS HAS 3 VEN ME YOUR TI ME.
14
15 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR OKAY. WOULD YQU | DENTI FY YOURSELF, PLEASE?
16
17 LORAI N CERVANTES: LORAI N CERVANTES, COVPTON COLLEGE BOARD OF
18  TRUSTEES AND |'M FROM TH S COWUNI TY. AND THI S TI ME LAST YEAR,
19 THAT TRAUVA CENTER SAVED MY FOSTER GRANDSON S LI FE. HE'S NOW
20 WTH A HEART TRANSPLANT PATIENT. IF HE HAD A WAI TED TO GET ANY
21 PLACE ELSE, HE WOULD HAVE DI ED. YOU KNOW WE DON' T HAVE THE
22 LUXURY THAT THE PEOPLE I N THE COMVUNI TI ES WHERE YOU GUYS LI VE.
[ ENTHUSI ASTI C CHEERS AND APPLAUSE |
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1 LORAI N CERVANTES: PARAMEDI CS HAVE PI CKED ME UP IN A LI FE-
2  THREATENI NG SI TUATI ON THREE TIMES AND I F | HAD TO BE

3 TRANSPORTED AS FAR AS YOU WANT US TO BE TRANSPCORTED, | WOULD
4 BE DEAD TODAY. AND |I'M HERE TO TELL YOU, I'M A SENIOR Cl TI ZEN
5 AND | HAVE MULTI PLE MEDI CAL PROBLEMS BUT | WLL DI E MAKI NG

6 SURE THAT ALL OF YOU ARE REPLACED WHEN YOUR TI ME COMES FOR

7 REELECTION. [ ENTHUSI ASTI C CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

9 LORAIN CERVANTES: BECAUSE YOU ARE HERE TO REPRESENT THE PEOPLE
10 AND THE DECI SI ON. . .

11

12 SUP. KNABE, CHAI R PLEASE LET HER TESTI FY.

13

14 LORAIN CERVANTES: ...TO CLOSE TH S TRAUVA CENTER IS NOT THE

15 VO CE OF THE PEOPLE. YOU FORGET WHERE YOU CAME FROM AND

16 ESPECI ALLY ONE OF THEM WHO WAS A COVMUNI TY ACTI VI ST, JUST LI KE
17 | HAVE BEEN FOR THE LAST 35 YEARS. |'M REALLY ASHAMED OF THE
18 WAY SHE' S CHANGED! [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

19

20 LORAIN CERVANTES: YQOU NEED TO COVE BACK TO WHERE YQU ALL

21 STARTED! [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

22

LORAI N CERVANTES: AND | F OQUR OANN REPRESENTATI VES CAN T SPEAK
UP FOR US, THEN WE' RE I N HOT WATER, WE ARE I N TROUBLE. THI S
HOSPI TAL SERVES PEOPLE OF COLOR VWHO DON' T HAVE TRANSPORTATI ON.
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1 PEOPLE COVE HERE ON BUSES AND WALK | NTO THE TRAUMA CENTER,
2  VWALK I NTO THE EMERGENCY ROOM BECAUSE THEY NEED THI S HOSPI TAL.
3 AND HOW CAN YOQU SLEEP AT NI GHT? HOW CAN YOU CALL YOURSELF

4 RELI 3 OQUS PEOPLE AND YOU RE DESTROYI NG LI VES? YOU RE GO NG TO
5 BE RESPONSI BLE FOR NUMEROUS DEATHS AND | TELL ANYBODY WHOSE

6 RELATIVE DI ES TRYI NG TO GET TO SOME OTHER TRAUMA CENTER NEEDS
7 TO SUE YOU GUYS AS | NDI VI DUALS!

9 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YQU. [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

10

11 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR MA'AM [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

12

13 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR [ GAVEL ] PLEASE LET HER TESTI FY.

14

15 DR EVA HOLMES: | AM DR EVA HOLMES, AND THAT IS MY SLAVE

16 NAME. MY AFRI CAN NAME | S YAUSANTURA. | WOULD JUST LI KE TO SAY
17 TO THE COWUNI TY, ALWAYS FOLLOW THE MONEY. NOW YOU KEEP

18 SAYI NG THAT THAT' S NOT' THE PROBLEM BUT | STILL SAY FOLLOW THE
19 MONEY. JUST RECENTLY, | WENT TO A PRI VATE HOSPI TAL BECAUSE |
20 CAN AFFORD I'T AND | HAD SURGERY. AND THE DOCTOR DI D AN

21  QUTSTANDI NG JOB. THE ONLY THI NG ABQUT | T, WHEN HE CUT Mg, HE
22 FOUND QUT THAT | DIDN T NEED THE SURGERY. [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

DR EVA HOLMES: SO THE NEXT TIME | WLL GO TO MARTI N LUTHER
KING [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]
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DR. EVA HOLMES: AND LET ME-- PLEASE HOLD ' CAUSE MY TIME, YOU
KNON 1S TICKING TICKING TICKING MY GRANDSON, WHO | S SEVEN
YEARS OLD, WAS RUN OVER BY AN S.U.V. THE LADY RAN OVER HI M AND
STOPPED ON THE OTHER SI DE OF THE STREET AND SAID, "I HT
SOMVETHI NG, " AND | T WAS MY GRANDSON. THEY BROUGHT HI M TO MARTI N
LUTHER KI NG AND THEY TESTED H M THANKS BE TO GOD THAT HE DI D
NOT HAVE ANY BRAI N DAMAGE, BECAUSE THEN |' D HAVE TO DEAL W TH
L. A U.S.D. IN TRYI NG TO EDUCATE A BRAI N- DAVAGED CHI LD. | HEARD
ON THE RADI O THI'S MORNI NG A YOUNG LADY TALKI NG ABOUT SHE HAD
TW NS AND WHATEVER AND SHE WENT TO MARTI N LUTHER KI NG AND THEY
SAVED HER CHI LDREN. PEOPLE, LET ME TELL YOU AND, | N FACT, |

LI VE R GHT DOWN THE STREET, |'M NOT FROM BEVERLY HI LLS. THE

SI RENS WAKE ME UP EVERY NI GHT, TWO OR THREE TI MES A NI GHT,

TRYI NG TO GET TO MARTI N LUTHER KING BUT |' M SAYI NG TO YQU,
THAT' S OKAY. JUST KEEP THE TRAUVA CENTER OPEN. | HAVE ANOTHER
GRANDSON THAT HAD A SERI OUS NOSEBLEED AND HI'S MOTHER IS A
DOCTOR SO SHE BROUGHT HI M TO MARTI N LUTHER KI NG AND WHATEVER
THEY DO, THEY SEALED | T UP AND HE HASN T HAD ANY PROBLEMS
SINCE. AND MY LAST COMMENT IS, | ALMOST CUT MY FI NGER OFF AND
MY-- WELL, WHATEVER-- TOOK ME TO MARTI N LUTHER-- WE DON T EVEN
WANT TO GO THERE! [ LAUGHTER ]
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1 DR EVA HOLMES: WE WON' T WANT TO GO THERE! TOOK ME TO MARTI N
2 LUTHER KI NG AND THEY SAVED MY FINGER, SO |'M NOTI' GO NG TO SHOW
3 YOU VHI CH FINGER I T WAS! [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

5 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR ERIC PRI ESTLEY... [ CHEERS ] [ CHEERS AND
6 APPLAUSE | [ GAVEL ]

8 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR ERIC PRI ESTLEY, LARK GALLOMY- d LLI AN,
9 BARBARA FRANKEL AND JASM NE CURRI E. OKAY.

10

11 ERIC PRI ESTLY: MY NAME | S ERI C PRI ESTLY.

12

13 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR JASM NE CURRI E. OKAY. ERI C? ERI C PRI ESTLY,
14 LARK GALLOMAY- G LLI AN, BARBARA FRANKEL, AND JASM NE CURRI E.
15

16 ERIC PRI ESTLY: OKAY. CAN | HAVE SOME ROOM PLEASE?

17

18 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR SIR CAN | HAVE YOUR NAME, PLEASE?

19

20 ERIC PRIESTLY: MY NAME | S ERI C PRI ESTLEY.

21

22 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR ALL RIGHT. YOUR Tl ME HAS STARTED, MR
PRI ESTLEY THEN | ASK LARK-- EXCUSE ME. |'LL START ALL OVER
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ERI C PRI ESTLY: WAIT A M NUTE, YOU RE ON MY TI ME NON YQOU RE ON
MY TI ME.

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR NO WE LL START IT OVER OKAY. EASY. LARK
GALLOMY- G LLI AN, ' M JUST ASKI NG PEOPLE TO LI NE UP, BARBARA
FRANKEL AND JASM NE CURRI E. OKAY? YES, SIR, MR PRI ESTLEY, GO
AHEAD.

ERI C PRI ESTLY: MY NAME | S ERI C PRI ESTLEY. | GRADUATED WTH A
DEGREE | N PSYCHOLOGY I N 1972 FROM CAL- STATE UNI VERSI TY, LGOS
ANGELES. | DI D A STATI STI CAL STUDY TO EVALUATE THE EFFI CACY OF
THE WRI TI NG PROGRAM | N CAL STATE UNI VERSI TY NORTHRI DGE 1985
THROUGH ' 87. THAT WAS TO EVALUATE THE EFFI CACY OF THE CH CANO
STATE DEPARTMENT, AFRI CA STATE DEPARTMENT AND THE ENGLI SH
DEPARTMENT. MR GARTHWAI TE, | READ YOUR LETTER, YOUR
RECOMVENDATION. | FOUND I'T TO BE FLAWED AND FULL OF FALLAC ES,
GENERALI ZATI ON AND NON SEQUI TUR, EI THER/ OR FALLACY, GENERAL- -
JUST A MESS. | T WAS FULL OF FALLACIES. NOT ONLY THAT, I'T WAS
FULL OF LIES. FURTHER, | READ YOUR STATI STI CAL ANALYSI S.
UNFORTUNATELY, YOUR SAVPLE WAS TOO SMALL. MR GARTHWAI TE' S
SAMPLE ONLY COVERED FROM THE TI ME, | F | REMEMBER CORRECTLY,
CORRECT ME IF | AMVWRONG SIR | THINK I T WAS FROM MARCH OF- -
NO. | T WAS FROM OCTOBER OF 19-- OF 2003 TO MARCH 31ST OF 2004.
| DD A STUDY ON TRAUMA VWH CH DI SAGREED W TH YOUR STATI STI CS.
NOW WHAT |1-- | DIDN T COVE HERE TO FI GHT WTH YOU QUYS. AS
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GLORI A AND THE REST OF YOU PEOPLE KNOW | DON T COME DOMN HERE
UNLESS I T'S SOVETH NG SERI OQUS AND THI S | S SERI QUS. WHAT |
PROPOSE | S THAT WE HAVE A REEVALUATI ON OF THAT ORI G NAL
RECOMVENDATI ON BY MR, GARTHWAI TE. ALSO, | PROPOSE A SUSPENSI ON
OF THE MONI ES TO BE PAI D TO NAVI GANT AND | ALSO PROPCSE THAT A
COMWM TTEE BE FORVED IN THE COVMUNI TY W TH MAXI NE WATERS AT THE
HELM TO EVALUATE A SUBSEQUENT RECOMVENDATI ON BY WHOEVER THEY
REPLACE MR GARTHWAI TE TO BE G VEN TO THE BOARD. THAT' S I T.

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE |

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR ALL RI GHT. LARK GALLOMY-G LLI AN, BARBARA

FRANKEL, JASM NE CURRI E AND | BELIEVE I T'S PAMELA NARCI SSO | F
| SAI D THAT CORRECTLY FROM THE COWMM TTEE. OKAY.

LARK?

LARK GALLOWAY- QG LLI AN: GOOD EVENI NG | BROUGHT MY OAN NUMBERS,
W TH ALL DUE RESPECT, BECAUSE, WHEN WE HEARD THI S WAS

HAPPENI NG WE SAT DOMN W TH DR. GARTHWAI TE AND TRY AND FI GURE
QUT WHAT THE HELL 1S GO NG ON HERE. WHY ARE WE CLCSI NG A
CENTER IN A COVWUNI TY I N WH CH WE KNOW | NTUI TI VELY, | S BEI NG
UNDERSERVED? AND SO WE PUT TOGETHER SOVE RESEARCH W TH DR
GARTHWAI TE AND SO | GOT TO CHALLENGE SOVE OF YOUR REASONI NG
AND, | MEAN, IF THERE'S SOVETH NG WE' RE M SSI NG, WE WANT TO
HEAR ABOUT THAT. THIS IS NOT THE FORUM TO DO I T, SO THERE
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1 SHOULD BE NO DECI SI ON MADE | N THE ABSENCE OF SOVE REAL DYNAM C
2 PROOF TO US THAT YOU VE GOI' OUR BACK COVERED, BECAUSE WE DON T
3 WANT TO BE LEFT QUT IN THE COLD. THIS COMUNITY | S SERVED BY

4 TH'S HOSPI TAL. | F YOU JUST TAKE THE-- 200% OF THE POVERTY AND
5 YOU LOOK AT THE NUMBERS, THI S HCSPI TAL, FAR ABOVE ANY OTHER OF
6 THE COUNTY HOSPI TALS, SHOULD REMAIN OPEN. I T I'S AN UNDERSERVED
7 COMMUNI TY. VWHEN YOU LOCK AT THE NUMBERS, WHAT'S NOT ON THERE

8 AND IT S IN M HANDOUT TO YOU AND YOU LOOK AT THE NUMBER OF

9 DOCTORS THAT ARE NOT IN THIS COMVUNI TY, AGAIN, TH S COVWUNI TY
10 |'S UNDERSERVED. KI NG DREW WE HAVE 21 DOCTORS PER 100, 000

11 FOLKS. YQU GO OVER TO THE WEST SI DE WHERE HARBOR-U. C. L. A. 1S,
12 AND WE ALL KNOW THAT THAT' S WHERE YOU WERE LEADI NG AT ONE

13 TIME, | DON T KNOWWHAT CHANGED THE CORNER ON YOUR THI NKI NG

14 BUT 268 DOCTORS FOR 100, 000 PEOPLE. THI S HOSPI TAL-- | T'S NOT
15 JUST ABOQUT TH S HOSPI TAL. THI S HOSPI TAL |'S ABOUT YOUR

16  OBLI GATI ON UNDER SECTI ON 17, 000 TO MAKE SURE THAT THE

17  RESOURCES ARE IN A COMUNI TY WHEN THE PRI VATE SECTOR | S NOT

18 HERE. AND, WTH ALL DUE RESPECT TO CALI FORNI A HCSPI TALS, THEY
19 CHANGED THEI R M ND ONCE BEFORE, SO WHAT'S TO LEAD ME TO

20 BELI EVE THAT THEY WON' T CLOSE THOSE DOORS DOWN THE LI NE AND W\E
21 WLL BE LEFT QUT IN THE COLD, NO, WE WLL BE LEFT AT THE CURB
22 BLEEDI NG AND DYI NG? THI S HOSPI TAL REPRESENTS THE PHYSI CI ANS | N
TH'S COMUNI TY. YOU CAN' T TAKE I T AVWAY. YOU CAN' T TAKE THE
TRAUVA CENTER, YOU CAN T TAKE THE NITCU, YOQU CAN T DM NI SH
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1 ANYTH NG | F YOU SHOULD BE DO NG ANYTHI NG, YOQU SHOULD BE
2 PUTTI NG RESOURCES | NTO THI S HOSPI TAL. [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

4 LARK GALLOWMAY- G LLIAN: AND SO-- AND VWHEN YOQU LOOK AT THE

5 QUALITY NUMBER, ZEV, YOU TALK ABOUT THI S HOSPI TAL' S KI LLI NG

6 PECPLE. YEAH, | T S KILLING PEOPLE BUT 98, 000 PEOPLE DI E EACH

7 YEAR I N HOSPI TALS ACROSS THIS TOMN. AND DON T TELL Mg, BECAUSE
8 | LOOK AT THE NUMBERS, THI S HOSPI TAL AIN T GREAT BUT I T'S NO

9 WORSE OFF THAN A LOT OF THE OTHERS. YQOU LOOK AT THE DATA ON

10 YOUR-- ALL FIVE OF YOUR HOSPI TALS AND YOQU LL SEE, NONE OF THEM
11 ARE DA NG THAT GREAT. YOU LL SEE THAT THE COUNTY' S HEALTHCARE
12 SYSTEM DOESN' T EVEN REPORT QUALI TY LI KE MOST HOSPI TALS ARE

13 SUPPOSED TO. WE WANT TO CALL YOU ON THE ROPE FOR THAT. IT IS
14 TIME THAT YOU GET YOUR ACT TOGETHER. I T'S NOI' TH S HOSPI TAL' S
15 JOB, IT'S THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS AND I T'S THE FOLKS

16 DOMWMTOM. PUT THE RESOURCES WHERE THEY BELONG

17

18  SUP. KNABE, CHAI R OKAY. THANK YOU, LARK

19

200 LARK GALLOMWAY-G LLIAN: SO-- | GO MY FOUR PO NTS | WANT TO

21 MAKE, SO YOU-- BECAUSE THIS I S NOT GO NG TO BE ONE OF THOSE

22 BUSH WE GO IN AND WE TEAR THI NGS APART WHEN WE DON' T HAVE A
PLAN. WE HAVE A PLAN FOR YOU. FIRST OF ALL, YOU NEED TO HAVE A
COALI TI ON UNDER CONGRESSWOVAN WATERS' LEADERSHI P THAT SAYS,
VWHAT' S THE FUTURE OF THE HOSPI TAL? NOT JUST TH S TRAUVA
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1 CENTER |'M TALKI NG ABOUT THE WHOLE HOSPI TAL. BECAUSE YOU
2 PULLED OQUT OF-- YOU REDUCED THE SERVI CE AREA FOR THE TRAUNVA

3 CENTER A COUPLE MONTHS AGO. NOW YQU RE CLOSING I T. SO WE WANT
4 TO TALK ABQUT THE WHOLE HOSPI TAL, NOT JUST THE TRAUMA CENTER

5 SECONDLY, WE WANT TO SEE RESOURCES PUT | N HERE. WE WANT

6 NURSES. WHATEVER | T TAKES, KATHY OCCHOA, IF IT'S 10% 25% TO

7 GET NURSES | NTO THI S HOSPI TAL, THAT'S WHAT YOU NEED TO DO,

8 BECAUSE TH S COVWMUNI TY DESERVES THAT. WE SHOULD NOT GET

9 ANYTHI NG LESS. WE ALSO WANT YOU TO COVE UP WTH A STRATEGY FOR
10 BRI NG NG DOCTORS BACK, BECAUSE 96 DOCTORS SERVI NG A HUNDRED

11 THOUSAND PEOPLE IN THIS COVMUNI TY IS NOT ADEQUATE AND YOU HAVE
12 NOT DONE YOUR JOB | F YOU DON' T DO SOMVETHI NG ABOUT THAT. AND,

13 FINALLY, IT'S TIME YOU GQUYS STARTED TELLI NG THE TRUTH ABOUT

14  VWHAT' S HAPPENI NG NOW NOT W TH JUST WTH THI S HOSPI TAL BUT ALL
15 THE HOSPI TALS. WE WANT TO SEE FI NANCI AL DATA AND VWE WANT TO

16 SEE QUALITY DATA. VW WANT TO KNOW THE TRUTH ABOUT THE COUNTY' S
17 HEALTHCARE SYSTEM THANK YOU. [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE |

18

19 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. BARBARA FRANKEL, JASM NE CURRI E,
20 PAMELA NARCI SSO, AND GARCI A STARLI GHT. OKAY. BARBARA?

21

22  BARBARA FRANKEL: THANK YQU, ESTEEMED MEMBERS OF THE BOARD COF
SUPERVI SOCRS, FOR NOTI CI NG AND CONDUCTI NG THI S HEARI NG MY NAME
| S BARBARA FRANKEL, |'M AN ATTORNEY W TH THE HEALTH CONSUMER
CENTER AT NEI GHBORHOOD LEGAL SERVI CES. WE OPERATE A COUNTYW DE
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1  HEALTHCARE RI GHTS OVBUDS PROGRAM FOR LOW | NCOVE RESI DENTS OF
2 THE COUNTY AND | AM HERE TODAY ON BEHALF OF OUR CLI ENTS. THE

3 CRISIS THAT WE ARE EXPERI ENCI NG AT KI NG DREW DI D NOT APPEAR

4 OVERNI GHT. KI NG DREW HAS BEEN A NEGLECTED | NSTI TUTI ON THAT

5 HAS, FOR TOO LONG NOT BEEN HELD ACCOUNTABLE TO THE COVMUNI TY
6 FOR DEFI Cl ENT SERVI CE. THE CULTURE OF ACCOUNTABI LI TY MJST

7 START AND MUST START HERE TODAY WTH THE L. A. COUNTY BOARD COF
8 SUPERVI SORS. TODAY' S HEARI NG CAN SET THE STANDARD BY PROVI DI NG
9 COWPLETE | NFORVATI ON TO THE PUBLI C AND BY ALLOW NG

10 STAKEHOLDERS AND EXPERTS TO BE | NVOLVED | N DEVELOPI NG

11 PROPOCSALS AND REMEDI AL STEPS THAT AFFECT THE SCOPE AND LEVEL

12 OF SERVI CES AT KI NG DREW THE HEALTH CONSUMERS CENTER URGES

13 TH' S BOARD TO AVAO D FRAM NG TODAY' S | SSUE AS A DI CHOTOWY,

14 EITHER THE COWUNI TY GETS A TRAUMA UNIT OR THE COMVUNI TY HAS A
15  QUALI TY HOSPI TAL. THE COMMUNI TY NEEDS AND DESERVES BOTH. [

16  APPLAUSE ]

17

18  BARBARA FRANKEL: THE FUNDAMENTAL | SSUE MUST BE TO DETERM NE

19 THE BEST PLAN TO ASSURE THAT THE COVMUNI TY W LL HAVE BOTH AS
20 VI ABLE COVMUNI TY RESOURCES. THE COUNTY HAS W SELY H RED AN

21  QUTSI DE MANAGEMENT TEAM NAVI GANT, TO | MPROVE THE MANAGEMENT
22 AND ADM NI STRATI ON OF THE KI NG DREW MEDI CAL CENTER. AS AN

ASI DE, HOWEVER, THE BEI LENSON STATUTE REQUI RED A COVMUNI TY
HEARI NG FOR THE TRANSFER OF MANAGEMENT TO THI S QUTSI DE
MANAGEMENT COVPANY. HOWEVER, W THOUT WAI VING THI'S COMVUNI TY' S
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1 RIGHT TO HAVE THAT HEARI NG BEFORE THI S BOARD DECI DES ON THE
2 VERY | MPORTANT | SSUE OF CLOSI NG THE KI NG DREW TRAUVA UNI T, WE
3 URGE THE BOARD, AGAIN, TO CONSI DER ALLOWN NG NAVI GANT OR A

4 SIMLAR QUTSI DE PANEL OF EXPERTS TO | NVESTI GATE AND REPCRT

5 BACK TO THE BOARD ON WHAT STEPS M GHT BE NECESSARY TO | MPROVE
6 AND PRESERVE MAXI MUM SERVI CES AT KI NG DREW | NCLUDI NG WHETHER
7 CLOSI NG THE TRAUMA UNI TS IS AN APPRCPRI ATE STEP TO PRESERVE

8 THE HOSPI TAL. | WLL SUBM T THE REST OF My TESTI MONY FOR THE

9 BOARD TO CONSI DER

10

11 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. ALL RIGHT. JASM NE AND THEN

12 PAMELA. GARCI A STARLI GHT, ZEETTA WLLI AMS AND THOVAS HENRY, |F
13 YOU D GET IN LINE, PLEASE AND DR. MARI E STEP. OKAY, JASM NE?
14

15 JASMNE CURRIE'S MOM YES. | HAD TO TAKE JASM NE HOVE BECAUSE
16 SHE HAD TO GO AND DO HER HOVEWORK. | AM JASM NE CURRI E' S MOM
17 | WAS SICK AT ONE TIME AND | HAD TO GO TO MARTI N LUTHER KI NG
18 HOSPI TAL SOVE YEARS AGO AND THEY SAVED MY LIFE. | AM ALSO HERE
19 BECAUSE YQU ARE SITTING IN THE AUDI TORI UM OF ALL YOUR FUTURE
20 DOCTORS AND YOQU NEED TO KNOW WHERE YOU ARE BEI NG PLACED AT FOR
21  TH' S PARTI CULAR REASON. ONE OF THE THI NGS THAT | KNOW FOR A

22 FACT THAT WE HAD $1.4 BILLION LEFT OVER FROM LAST YEAR
ACCOUNTS- - ACCORDI NG TO YOUR ACCOUNTS. WE ALSO HAD $400

M LLI ON LEFT I N RESERVE FOR THE TOBACCO COVPANY THAT WE HAD
SOME MONEY FOR. MY PROBLEM IS, YOU CAN SEND ALL THI S MONEY
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1 OVERSEAS AND YOU CANNOT SAVE THI S HCSPI TAL QUT HERE. WE HAVE A
2 LOT OF KIDS WHO NEED THI S PLACE BECAUSE THEY TRAI N OVER THERE.
3 THESE ARE OUR KIDS' LIVES THAT YOU RE TALKI NG ABQUT, TAKI NG

4  AVWAY OUR FUTURE. WE ALSO NEED TO LET YOU KNOW THAT WE ARE

5 AWARE OF THE MONI ES THAT ARE BEI NG PAID TO YOUR-- ON YOUR

6 BEHALF FI RST, WHEN YOU RE SUPPOSED TO BE LOOKI NG OQUT FOR OUR
7 BEHALF, YOU ARE FI LLI NG YOUR POCKETS UP FI RST. ME, MYSELF AND
8 THE REST OF THFS CROAD I N HERE, WE ALL WANT YOU QUT. |F YQU
9 CANNOT SUPPCRT US AND WE PUT YOQU IN OFFI CE, WE WLL DO

10 EVERYTH NG THAT' S NECESSARY TO CGET YOU QUT BECAUSE | AM Tl RED
11 OF EVERY TI ME WE COVE DOM HERE TO MARTI N LUTHER KI NG AND HAVE
12 TO PROTEST AGAI NST SOVETHI NG WE FOUGHT TO CGET IN THI' S

13 NEI GHBORHOOD AND YOU WANT TO TAKE I T QUT! WE HAVE DI ED OVER
14 HERE TRYI NG TO GET THI NGS FOR QUR PECPLE! | AM SO SI CK OF YQU
15 GUYS AND, LIKE THAT LADY SAI D THAT WAS BEFORE US, FOLLOW THE
16 MONEY! THE FI RST ONE GOT PAID, LIKE, OOPS, WE JUST FOUND $300
17 MLLION. THE FIRST ONE GOT THE MONEY WAS YQU!

18

19 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YQU.

20

21 JASMNE CURRIE'S MOM | AM SO SI CK OF YOU GUYS LYING TO US

22  ABQUT SOME REAL PETTY STUFF! CHANGE I T! FIX I'T AND DO WHAT 1S
NECESSARY BUT YOU SAVE THAT HOSPI TAL! BECAUSE My KI DS NEED I T!
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1 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR ZEETTA W LLIAMS, THOVAS HENRY, ERNI E SM TH,
2 DR EDWARD SCOTT.

4 ZEETTA W LLI AMS: GOOD EVEN NG

6 SUP. KNABE, CHAI R | DENTIFY YOURSELF, PLEASE.

8 ZEETTA WLLIAMS: MY NAME IS ZEETTA W LLI AM5 AND GOCD EVENI NG
9 TO MY PEOPLE, MY BEAUTI FUL PEOPLE. YQU SAY, "WHO ARE WE?" WE
10 ARE THE VA CE. "WHAT IS OUR PURPCSE?" OH, WE ARE THE CURE.

11 THEY WANTED US TO BELI EVE THAT THEY HAVE MADE THEI R DECI SI ON,
12 BUT VWE WANT YOU TO KNOW - TO RECONSI DER YOUR ACTI ONS BECAUSE
13 WE, THE PEOPLE, |S READY TO REACT. KING DREW IS OUR HEART, SO
14 YOU RE TRYI NG TO STOP OUR BEAT, BUT WE ARE GOD' S PECPLE AND
15 |"MA BIRD THAT' S HERE TO TELL YQU, OUR HEARTBEATS W LL GET

16 LOUDER. YOU WANT US TO LAY DOWN AND DI E LI KE THE DEAD? BUT

17 GUESS WHAT? YOU HAVE JUST AWAKENED THE SLEEP.

18

19 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR TINA CHRI STOPOLUS, JOHN WEATHERS, CARL

20 POPULUS, DOROTHY ROCHELLE AND GENEVI EVE CLAVREUL. 1S TINA

21 HERE? IS TI NA HERE? OKAY. JOHN WEATHERS. CARL POPULUS. DOROTHY
22 ROCHELLE AND GENEVI EVE CLAVREUL.

ERNI E SM TH. CHAI RVAN KNABE, MEMBERS OF THE BOARD, MY NAME | S
ERNTE SMTH, | AM OMBUDSMAN FOR THE BLACK COVMUNI TY HEALTH
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1 TASK FORCE. MANY OF YOU HAVE HEARD THE ADAGE THAT POWER
2 CORRUPTS AND ABSOLUTELY POWER CORRUPTS ABSOLUTE. | WANT TO

3 SPEAK TO THAT BECAUSE WE HAVE A SI TUATI ON HERE WHERE THE BOARD
4 OF SUPERVI SORS HAS, | N SECRET, MADE A DECI SION TO CLOSE THE

5 TRAUVA CENTER, WVH CH WAS A CORRUPT ACT, ACCORDI NG TO DI STRI CT
6 ATTORNEY STEVE COOLEY. THAT CORRUPT ACT LED TO A VI OLATI ON OF
7 THE BROWN ACT, VWH CH WAS CORRUPT AND, THEREFORE, A VI OLATI ON

8 OF THE BEI LENSON ACT, VH CH YOU NOW HOLD A SHAM FARCE HEARI NG
9 THAT YOU CLAIM YOU RE HOLDI NG WHEN YOUR DECI SI ON HAS ALREADY
10 BEEN MADE! NOW YOU POSTURE TODAY THAT, "WE HAVEN T REALLY

11 MADE A DECI SION. IN FACT, W WON'T MAKE A DECI SI ON UNTI L

12 PERHAPS NEXT TUESDAY, NOT EVEN TOVORROW " BUT WE UNDERSTAND

13 WHAT' S GO NG ON, BECAUSE WE HEARD GARTHWAI TE, A QUACK, QUACK
14 DOCTOR, WHO DOESN T KNOW MEDI CI NE, HASN T PRACTI CED MEDI CI NE,
15 CLAIM5 TO BE AN ADM NI STRATOR AND HASN T BEEN AN EFFECTI VE

16 ADM NI STRATOR! | CHALLENGED HHM I N ONE OF THE FI RST PLANNI NG
17 MEETINGS THAT HE HELD WHEN HE PROPCSED WHAT HE WAS GO NG TO DO
18 ABOUT THE $800 M LLI ON SHORTFALL I N THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
19 AND HE | NDI CATED THAT MARTI N LUTHER KING IS 25% LESS EFFI Cl ENT
20 THAN ALL THE HOSPI TALS IN THI S SYSTEM BUT WE DI SCOVERED, FROM
21 THE SAME DATA, THAT MARTI N LUTHER KI NG WAS THE MOST PROCFI TABLE
22 HOSPI TAL I N THE NATI ONI [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE |

ERNIE SM TH. AND WE CHALLENGED H M ON THAT SAME BASE. MY TI ME
'S UP BUT |I'LL BE BACK. [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]
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SUP. KNABE, CHAI R TINA CHRI STOPCLUS FOLLOWNED BY JOHN WEATHERS
THEN CARL POPULUS, DCOROTHY ROCHELLE AND GENEVI EVE.

TI'NA CHRI STOPOLUS: THANK YOU, CHAI RVAN KNABE. MY NAME IS TI NA
CHRI STOPCLUS AND |' M W TH COALI TI ON FOR COVWUNI TY HEALTH. WE,
TOO, OPPOSE THE CLOSI NG OF THE TRAUVA CENTER AT KI NG DREW AND
BELIEVE I T IS SI MPLY UNNECESSARY. SUCH CLOSURE W LL COVPROM SE
THE COUNTY AND W LL FURTHER COVPROM SE THE HOSPI TAL | TSELF,
LEADI NG TO DI M NI SHED CAPACI TY, RESOQURCES AND CAPABI LI TI ES.
LOS ANGELES' COUNTY PUBLI C HEALTH DATA REVEALED THAT THE
GREATEST DI SEASE BURDEN FOR BOTH CHI LDREN AND ADULTS IN THE
COMVUNI TI ES SURROUNDI NG THE KI NG DREW MEDI CAL CENTER 1 S

ACCI DENT AND I NJURY. THESE STATI STI CS EXCEED ACCI DENT AND

I NJURY RATES FOR OQUR COUNTY, STATE AND EVEN THE NATI ON. THE
HOSPI TAL, WTH I TS TRAUVA CENTER, SERVES THE NEEDS OF THE
COMVUNI TY AND CONTRI BUTES TO THE COUNTY' S OVERALL PREPAREDNESS
FOR PUBLI C HEALTH EMERGENCI ES. WE BELI EVE THAT THE DI AGNCSI S
OF THE PROBLEMS AT THE KI NG DREW MEDI CAL CENTER, AS PRESENTED
BY THE REPRESENTATI VES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVI CES,
'S SI MPLY DEFECTI VE. OUR CHALLENGE IS NOI' THE CLOSI NG OF THE
TRAUVA PROGRAM BUT THE STRENGTHENI NG OF THE CENTER AND I TS
NEEDED TRAUVA PROGRAM AND BUI LDI NG ON THE SUCCESSES THAT HAVE
ALREADY BEEN ACCOWPLI SHED. FURTHER, THE PROPCSAL TO
RESTRUCTURE AND REI NVEST SAVI NGS FROM TH S EFFORT AT THE
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1 I NSTI TUTI ON LACKS TRUST, CREDIBILITY AND THE PRECEDENCE OF A
2 SUCCESSFUL QUTCOME. THE FAI LURE OF THE KI NG DREW MEDI CAL

3 CENTER TO PERFORM OPTI MALLY | S DI RECTLY TIED TO | SSUES OF

4  GOVERNANCE, FUNDI NG AND MANAGEMENT POLI CI ES AND PROCEDURES,
5 AS ELOQUENTLY EXPRESSED BY MANY PREVI QUS PECPLE G VI NG

6 TESTI MONY. THESE | SSUES LI E AT THE ROOT OF THE PROBLEMS

7 REPORTED I N THE DELI VERY OF MEDI CAL CARE AND TRAI NI NG OF

8 FUTURE HEALTHCARE PROVI DERS. THESE | SSUES HAVE RESTRI CTED THE
9 GROMH OF KI NG DREW MEDI CAL CENTER AT A TI ME WHEN THE

10  SURROUNDI NG POPULATI ON AND DI SEASE BURDEN ARE GROW NG AT AN
11 ACCELERATED PACE AND HAVE LI M TED THE HOSPI TAL'S ABILITY TO
12 BENEFI T FROM PARTI Cl PATI ON | N FOUNDATI ONS AND DONCR

13 I NITI ATI VES AND TO RESPOND APPROPRI ATELY IN A MANAGED CARE

14  ENVI RONMENT. TOGETHER, THESE FACTORS NEGATI VELY AFFECT

15  PATIENT' S ACCESS TO CARE AND THE GENERATI ON OF HOSPI TAL

16 REVENUE. REMEDYI NG THESE ROOT PROBLEMS IS | MPERATI VE | F THE
17 HOSPITAL |'S TO SURVI VE AND THRI VE. FOR EXAMPLE, MORE SUPPORT
18 AND COVPENSATI ON W LL FACI LI TATE NEEDED | NCREASES | N STAFFI NG
19 FOR THE HOSPI TAL, RESTORATI ON OF THE RESI DENCY PROGRAMS AND
20 FOCUS ON STAFF STABILITY, QUALIFI CATI ON AND TRAI NI NG CLOSURE
21  OF THE TRAUVA CENTER | S MERELY TREATI NG A SYMPTOM OF THESE

22 UNDERLYI NG SYSTEM C PROBLEMS OF GOVERNANCE, FUNDI NG AND
MANAGEMENT PCLI CI ES AND PROCEDURES. UNTI L WE CAN BE ASSURED
THAT THESE SYSTEM C PROBLEMS ARE BEI NG ADDRESSED AND THAT THE
COMVUNI TI ES SERVED BY THE TRAUVA CENTER W LL BE ADEQUATELY
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1  SERVED VI A ALTERNATE MEANS UPON | TS CLOSURE, WE OPPOSE AND
2 CANNOT SUPPORT CLOSURE. TO DATE, WE HAVE NOT SEEN EVI DENCE
3 THAT THE SYSTEM C PROBLEMS ARE RESPONSI BLY ADDRESSED OR THAT
4  ALTERNATI VE SOLUTI ONS ARE BEI NG VI GOROUSLY PURSUED. . .

6 SUP. KNABE, CHAI R OKAY. CAN YOU WRAP I T UP, PLEASE? YOUR TI ME
7 1S UP.

9 TINA CHRI STOPCLUS: | WLL SUBM T THE REMAI NDER OF MY WRI TTEN
10  TESTI MONY.

11

12 SUP. KNABE, CHAI R OKAY. FOR ALL THOSE, THE REMAI NDER, |F YQU
13 DO HAVE WRI TTEN TESTI MONY, PLEASE SUBM T YOUR WRI TTEN

14  TESTI MONY FOR THE RECORD. THANK YOU. JOHN WEATHERS, CARL

15 POPULUS, DOROTHY ROCHELLE, CENEVI EVE CLAVREUL AND DR. EDWARD
16 ALEXANDER. GO AHEAD. JUST | DENTI FY YOURSELF.

17

18 DR EDWARD E. SCOIT: OH MY LORD, LORD, LORD, LORD WM HM | DO
19 THAT TO GET YOUR ATTENTION. |I'M DR EDWARD E. SCOIT, |'M THE
20 FOUNDER AND CHAI RMAN OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE BLACK

21  FOUNDATI ON CARE GROUP | NTERNATI ONAL, A COMMUNI TY- BASED

22 ORGANI ZATI ON FOUNDED HERE I N LOS ANGELES I N 1993. | CAME HERE
30 YEARS AGO AS A CONSULTANT AND WE WROTE A PROPCSAL TO
ESTABLI SH A MEDI CAL SCHOOL HERE AT DREW | F THEY HAD FOLLOWED
THAT, YOU WOULDN' T EVEN BE HERE WTH THI S | SSUE BECAUSE YOQU D
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1 HAVE A FOUR- YEAR MEDI CAL SCHOOL | N PLACE THAT IS IN A PGOSI TI ON
2 TO BRING ALL THE FUNDS AND ALL THAT YOU NEED AND NOT HAVE TO
3 RELY ON THE COUNTY FOR THE . THE ADM NI STRATI ON

4 HAS BEEN WEAK OVER 30 YEARS BUT |I'M HERE TO SAY THAT | HAVE

5 THE SOLUTION. | HAVE AN ASSOCI ATE AT RUTGERS UNI VERSI TY WHO | S
6 READY TO FLY OUT HERE AT A MOMENT' S NOTI CE AND RELI EVE YOQU OF
7 YOUR PROBLEM HE WLL ESTABLI SH A MEDI CAL SCHOCOL. HE' S GOT

8 ACCESS TO 400 STUDENTS AND RESI DENTS. HE'S THE CHAI RVAN OF THE
9 BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF RUTGERS UNI VERSI TY, THE DEPARTMENT OF

10 | NTEGRATED MEDI CI NE AND HE'S SAYING THHS REG ON I S RI PE FOR

11 THAT PROGRAM | SUBM T TO EVERYONE THAT | WLL USE ALL MY

12 RESOURCES TO SAVE THI'S I NSTI TUTION. | WAS ASKED I N 1974 AND

13 |'"M ONE OF THE PROPOSAL WRI TERS, YOU DI D NOT ESTABLI SH THE

14 FOUR- YEAR MEDI CAL SCHOOL HERE TO TRAI'N | NDI VI DUALS FROM THI S
15 REG ON. |IF YOU HAD DONE THAT, YOU D HAVE A FOUR- YEAR MEDI CAL
16 SCHOOL LIKE U.S.C. AND U.C. L. A HAVE AND YOU WOULD NOT BE

17 DEALI NG W TH THESE | SSUES BECAUSE YOU D HAVE A VI ABLE MEDI CAL
18 TRAI NI NG SCHOOL THAT CAN PI CK UP RI GHT AFTER YOUR MAGNATE

19 SCHOOL AND HAVE YOUR FOUR YEAR TRAI NI NG PROGRAM I N PLACE AND
20 THEN YOU HAVE YOUR HOSPI TAL THERE. | SUBM T TO YOQU ALL AND I'M
21  HERE, My ASSCCI ATE, DR DAVID FELTON, WHO I S THE-- OVER THE

22 MEDI CAL SCHOCL IN RUTGERS, HE' S ALREADY CALLED ME. HE SAID, "I
GOT YOUR SOLUTI ON, ED, JUST TELL ME WHEN AND |'LL COVE AND
TALK TO WHOEVER. " AND | T'S RUTGERS UNI VERSI TY | N NEWARK, NEW
JERSEY. |F YOU KNOW THE NEWARK AREA, | T'S A UNDERSERVED
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1 POPULATION. HE' S SAYI NG HE CAN MAKE I T FI NANCI ALLY FI SCAL I'N
2 LESS THAN SI X MONTHS.

4 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOQU.

6 DR EDWARD E. SCOTT: THANK YOU VERY MJUCH. [ APPLAUSE ]

8 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR YES, SIR 1'D LIKE TO ASK DR JOHN CLAUDE

9 HENRY TO JON US, GET IN LINE.

10

11 CARL POPULUS: GOCD EVENI NG AND THANKS FOR THI S OPPORTUNI TY. MY
12 NAME | S CARL POPULUS, ALSO KNOWN AS C.P. IN THE ' HOOD SO DON T
13 CALL ME POPULUS ' CAUSE YOU WON'T FIND ME IN THE ' HOCD | F YOU
14 COVE ARCUND SAYI NG THAT. BUT | WOULD LI KE TO SAY, FIRST OF

15 ALL, I'M ONE OF THE PEOPLE THAT COUNTER ACT ATTACKS AGAI NST

16 OUR CONGRESS PEOCPLE, LIKE SI STER-- MAXI NE WATERS,

17 CONGRESSWOVAN MAXI NE WATERS, VWHEN THE L. A. TI MES AND THE NEWS
18 SAY THAT YOU RE JUST I N THE WAY AND WE HAVE PEOPLE CALLI NG AND
19 BASHING SO |'LL BE HERE. AND | AIN T COM NG TO BASH ANYBODY. |
20  WANT TO SAY, BEFORE | GO ANY FURTHER, THANK YQU, ANTONOVI CH,

21  FOR ACKNOALEDG NG MY LETTER ABOUT THE GROUND SUPPORT SYSTEM

22 AND THE FUNDI NG WE' RE TALKI NG ABCQUT VOLUNTEERI NG | N THE HOCD.

| SAY ABOUT THE GROUND SUPPCRT SYSTEM AND THE UNI NSURED AND
THE UNDERI NSURED, |'M ONE OF THE UNI NSURED PEOPLE, |'M ONE OF
THE KI DS THAT WAS LEFT BEHI ND. THAT'S WHY | DIDN' T WRITE A
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1 NOTE TODAY BECAUSE MY ENGLI SH | S VERY LI M TED SUFFI CI ENTLY,
2  YOU KNOW SO | SAY THAT WE HAVE NMANY TESTI MONI ES HERE FOR
3 PEOPLE. AND | HATE TO ROLL UP IN THI S HOSPI TAL AND NOT SEE A

4 DOCTOR. | HAD A NEPHEW TO DI E AT THI S HOSPI TAL A FEW YEARS AGO
5 WHEN | WAS COWVPLI MENTI NG ONE OF THE DOCTORS THAT WORKS HERE

6 ABOUT SOVE WORK WE HAD DONE AND YET HE STILL, |'D RATHER FOR

7 HMTO HAVE DI ED LI KE THAT RATHER THAN THE HOSPI TAL TRAUMVA

8 CENTER TO BE CLGCSED. AND WE' RE NOT' EVEN GO NG TO TALK ABOUT

9 OUR URGENT CARE AND STUFF THAT' S SEEI NG 45 AND 50, 000 PATI ENTS
10 BECAUSE IT'S NOT JUST THI S TRAUVA CENTER HERE NOW WE HAVE

11  PEOPLE WALKI NG | N URGENT CARE W TH GUNSHOT WOUNDS. WE HAVE

12 PEOPLE WALKI NG | N URGENT CARE W TH THEI R BRAI NS BLONED QOUT

13 TRYING TO GET HERE. SO I ASK YOU @QUJYS TO CONSI DER US THE

14  GROUND SUPPORT SYSTEM AND CONSI DER THE TESTI MONY YOU HEARD

15 HERE TODAY AND THI NK ABOUT THE DELAY IN THE CLOSURE OF THI S

16 BECAUSE IT IS REALLY SERI QUS. THANK YOU VERY MJUCH. [ APPLAUSE
17 ]

18

19 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. ASK RICO SMTH TO JO N US, WOULD
20 YOQU GET IN LINE, PLEASE, RI CO SM TH.

21

22 DOROTHY ROCHELLE: YES. MY NAME | S DOROTHY ROCHELLE, AND |I'M
ONE OF THE PARENTS WHO WORKED VERY HARD TO GET THI S SCHOOL

BU LT. I WANT ALL THE PEOPLE TO LOOK DOMN UNDER YOUR FEET AND
LOOK IN THE Al SLES. | WAS THE REPRESENTATI VE FROM THE STEERI NG
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1 COW TTEE. | PUT ON My HARD HAT AND CAME OVER HERE DAILY TO
2 SEE WHAT WAS GO NG ON. THERE WAS ONLY CARPET I N THE Al SLES AND
3  YOU WOULD HAVE YOUR FEET ON CEMENT. HELLO? OKAY? YOQU SEE

4  WHAT'S GO NG ON NOW? YOU GOT CARPET UNDER YOUR FEET AND WE DI D
5 |ITWTH COWMUN TY SUPPORT. | DO NOT BELI EVE THAT THE BOARD OF
6 SUPERVI SORS THOUGHT THAT THEY COULD GET AWVAY WTH IT. | DON T
7 BELIEVE IT! | DO NOT-- YVONNE COULD HAVE TOLD 'EM SHE COULD

8 HAVE TOLD 'EM | F YOU GO QUT THERE, THE PEOPLE ARE GO NG TO

9 KILL YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]

10

11  DOROTHY ROCHELLE: | NMEAN, HOW COULD YOU DO I T? AND DR

12 GARTHWAI TE, YOU NEED TO BE OUTSOQURCED TO PAKI STAN. [

13 I NTERJECTI ONS ]

14

15 DOROTHY ROCHELLE: GO BACK WHERE YOU CAME. OKAY? THI S CENTER,

16 THI'S SCHOOL, YOU DON T EVEN THI NK ABOUT OUR SCHOOLS, QOUR KI DS
17 GO OVER THERE. IT"S IN THEIR CURRICULUM YOU DODN T GAVE IT A
18 THOUGHT. IF YOU RE GO NG TO DO IT, YOU SHOULD HAVE G VEN US A
19 YEAR TO PLAN FOR ANOTHER PLACE TO SEND OUR STUDENTS. WHAT

20 ABOUT THE DOCTORS FROM DREW? YOU SHOULD HAVE G VEN THEM TWO

21 YEARS TO FI ND SOVEWHERE ELSE. | CANNOT BELI EVE YOU DID TH S

22 STUPID THING | CANNOT BELI EVE I T!' OVER 200, 000 CASES OF
MALPRACTI CE AND BAD MEDI CI NE THAT KI LLS PEOPLE HAPPENS EVERY
YEAR | N AMERI CA. 200, 000 CASES. OUR EVI DENCE | S THERE. BUT |
WANT YOU TO LI ST QUT TO ME A LI ST OF ALL THE TH NGS YOU HAVE
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AGAI NST MARTI N LUTHER KI NG HOSPI TAL. | WANT YQU TO LI ST FOR
THE COVWUNI TY, A LIST. | WORKED AT ONE OF THE HCSPI TALS-- |'M
A RN | WORKED AT ONE OF THE HOSPI TALS THAT YOU RE GO NG TO
SEND PEOPLE TO NOW ONE DAY, THEY TOOK OUT THE WRONG Kl DNEY.
AND YOU RE GO NG TO SEND MY PEOPLE OQUT THERE?! THERE' S NOT A
HOSPI TAL | N AMVERI CA THAT DOESN T HAVE PROBLEMS, THAT DO BAD
THI NGS. BECAUSE PECPLE ARE HUMAN. DOCTORS ARE HUMAN. NURSES
ARE HUMAN. AND FOR THESE THI NGS THAT |I'VE SEEN IN L. A TI MES
EVERY DAY, | SAID, THERE MJUST BE A GAME GO NG ON, AND | CALLED
ALL THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SCRS. . .

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R DOROTHY, COULD YOU WRAP | T UP, PLEASE?

DOROTHY ROCHELLE: ...ONLY MOLI NA WROTE ME A LETTER. NOBODY
ELSE WROTE ME A LETTER FI NALLY, | CLICKED. | SAI D, EVERY
VEEK, THERE' S SOMETHI NG | N THERE ABOUT MARTI N LUTHER KI NG
THEY ARE TRYI NG TO CLOSE THAT HOSPI TAL. ABQUT SI X MONTHS
BEFORE THEN, | WAS READING THE L. A. TIMES. I T SAID, "WE ARE
GO NG TO CLOSE HARBOR GENERAL. "

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R CKAY.

DOROTHY ROCHELLE: WHY DIDN' T YOU CLOSE HARBOR GENERAL? THAT' S

VWHAT YOQU SAID. YEAH, BUT THEY' RE PUTTI NG THE PRESSURE ON YOU.
THEY HAVE ENOUGH PRESSURE.
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SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU.

DOROTHY ROCHELLE: AND WE DI DN T. BUT WE GOTI' THE PRESSURE NOW
I TS GO NG TO BE Bl GGER AND BETTER.

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YQU. ALL RI GHT. CENEVI EVE CLAVREUL,
DR ALEXANDER, DR JEAN CLAUDE HENRY, CH EF RI CO SM TH AND
ALAN CLAYTON W LL BE AFTER THE

GENEVI EVE CLAVREUL: YES. MY NAME | S GENEVI EVE CLAVREUL. |'M A
REG STERED NURSE, |'M AN EXPERT | N HOSPI TAL MANAGEMENT, | HAVE
A PH. D. I N THAT FI ELD. PERSONALLY, I'M NOT GO NG TO BE

PCLI TI CALLY CORRECT TODAY. | DON T THI NK NOBODY | S HONORABLE
BEHI ND THAT TABLE. WE ARE STl LL HAVE RECEI VED NONE OF THE
DOCUMENTATI ON ON VWHI CH YOU MADE YOUR DECI SION. THI' S MEETI NG
TODAY IS A SHAM MOLI NA, SUPERVI SOR MOLI NA, COUPLE OF WEEKS
AGO SAID, "I TOOK MYy DECI SI ON SOLELY, UNI QUELY, ON WHAT DR
GARTHWAI TE AND FRED LEAF TOLD ME." WE STILL HAVE NOT SEEN
THOSE DOCUMENTS. WHEN SOVEBCODY |'S NOT PERFORM NG YQOU FI RE
THEM I N THE REAL WORLD, I N THE BUSI NESS WORLD. THOSE TWO

| NDI VI DUALS HERE, FRED LEAF AND GARTHWAI TE, WOULD BE LONG TI ME
AGO GONE. WE HAVE SPENT-- WE HAD THE CAMDEN GROUP HERE, WE
SPEND CLOSE TO $1 M LLION. WE HAVE NOT RECEI VED ONE SI NGLE
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1 REPORT. THIS I'S NOT YOUR MONEY! THI S | S THE PECPLE' S MONEY!
2 CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

4 CENEVI EVE CLAVREUL: AND BECAUSE OF | T, BY LAWAND THE PEOPLE

5 HAVE SPOKEN, PROPCSI TI ON 59 PASSED 73% | N CALI FORNI A TWO WEEKS
6 AGO- A WEEK AGO OR TWO AGO. YOU ARE MANDATED TO @ VE US THOSE
7 DOCUMENTS. THEY BELONG TO THE PUBLI C. AND YOU CANNOT TAKE A

8 DECISION AND | DARE YOU TO DO THAT W THOUT US G VEN THE

9 DOCUMENTS. NOW YOU HAVE NAVI GANT, YOU HAVE NAVI GANT, A COVPANY
10 WHO I'S SUPPCSED TO BE SO EFFI Cl ENT. THEY HAVE ALREADY BEEN I N
11 THE HOSPI TAL FOR OVER A WEEK. NOT A SINGLE R N. FROM TH S TEAM
12 HAS BEEN THERE. THE MAI N PROBLEM AT KI NG DREW | S THE NURSI NG
13 PROBLEM WE ARE SPENDI NG $30 M LLI ON AND THAT' S JUST, YQU

14 KNOW THE ROUGH NUMBER, BECAUSE, |F YOU READ THE FI NE PRI NT,

15  THEY CAN CHARGE 25% OVER THAT FOR EXPENSES. | N My BOOKS S| NCE,
16  YOU KNOW 1'M FRENCH, | LEARNED TO COUNT EARLY ON, YOU KNOAWP
17 3.3 MLLION EXTRA ON EXPENSES. THAT MAKE IT 16 M LLION...

18

19 SUP. KNABE, CHAI R GENEVI EVE, CAN YOU WRAP I T UP, PLEASE.

20

21 GENEVI EVE CLAVREUL: WELL, ALL VWE WANT FROM YOU BEFORE YOU TAKE
22 ANY DECI SI ON, W WANT THE DOCUMENTS. WE HAVE THE RI GHT, WE
HAVE PAID FOR I T AND VE ARE GO NG TO DEMAND |I'T AND WE ARE NOT
GO NG TO TAKE ANY VOTE ON ANYTH NG BECAUSE YOQU W LL HAVE TO
TURN I T OFF. THE PEOPLE ARE FED UP.
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SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YQU, GENEVI EVE.

GENEVI EVE CLAVREUL: AND VWE KNOW WE' RE GO NG TO RECALL YOU. WE
HAVE ALREADY DONE THE LI ST. THAT'S FINE. YOU KNOW GRAY DAVI S
DI D NOT LI STEN TO US. WE GOT H M RECALLED. WE CAN DO THE SAME
THI NG TO ALL OF YOU. [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR DR EDWARD ALEXANDER, DR HENRY, CH EF RI CO
SM TH, ALAN CLAYTON AND ADRI AN DOVE.

SUP. BURKE: ADRI AN DOVE SPOKE ALREADY.

DR. EDWARD ALEXANDER: |' M DR. ALEXANDER. THI S YOUNG GENTLEMAN
HAS TO GO HOVE AND GET H S HOVEWORK DONE. AND, | N SUPPORT OF
ALL OF OUR TEACHERS HERE, |I'M GO NG TO LET H M DO THAT I F |
CAN-- | F THE SUPERVI SORS W LL ALLOW ME TO DO THAT.

CHUVA OBI OR® MY NAME | S CHUVA OBIOR |I'M A STUDENT HERE AT
KAYVI EW HEART MEDI CAL MAGNATE H GH SCHOOL. |' M ELEVENTH GRADE
AND ALSO I N THE HOSPI TAL PROGRAM |'M HERE THI S EVENI NG ON
BEHALF OF THE STUDENTS AT KI NG DREW JUST TO LET YOU KNOW HOW
CLCSE THHS COMMUNI TY | S AND THE POSSI BLE CLOSI NG OF THE

HOSPI TAL AFFECTS NOT ONLY YOU ALL BUT THE STUDENTS HERE AT THE
SCHOOL, ALSO THI' S HOSPI TAL AND THE TRAUMA UNI TS G VES THE

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
144



November 15, 2004

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

1 STUDENTS A CHANCE TO EXPERI ENCE HOWIT IS TO BE A PHYSI CI AN S
2 ASSI STANT. MANY STUDENTS WOULD LOVE TO BE I N THE HOSPI TAL

3 PROGRAM AS WELL AS AT OUR SCHOOL BUT UNFORTUNATELY THERE' S A
4 LIMTED AMODUNT OF PLACES. WHEN EVERYBODY AT THE SCHOOL NEEDS
5 MEDI CAL ATTENTI ON, WHAT DO YOU THINK THAT IT IS BEST-- IS IN
6 THE BEST | NTERESTS TO TAKE THEM ACRCSS THE STREET? LAST YEAR,
7 A FRESHMAN, SHE NEEDED MEDI CAL ATTENTI ON BUT SHE WAS TAKEN TO
8 SAINT FRANCI S MEDI CAL CENTER I N | NGLEWOOD. BUT WHEN | WAS [N

9 NI NTH GRADE, | HAD TO BE TRANSPORTED AND TREATED, SO THEY TOOK
10 ME ACROSS THE STREET TO THE HOSPI TAL AND THEN | PROBABLY WOULD
11 NOT BE HERE IF | DIDN' T BECAUSE | HAD A VERY SEVERE ASTHVA

12 ATTACK. WHEN | WAS AT THE HOSPI TAL, | WAS SURPRI SED OF THE WAY
13 | WAS TREATED BECAUSE PEOPLE OFTEN ARE CALLING I T Kl LLER KI NG
14 BUT I'M PRETTY SURE, YOU KNOW THAT PECPLE CALL KI NG DREW

15 MEDI CAL CENTER KI LLER KI NG BECAUSE MANY OF YOU SAY THAT PECPLE
16 TEND TO DI E HERE BUT PEOPLE DI E AT EVERY HOSPI TAL. [ CHEERS

17 AND APPLAUSE ]

18

19 CHUMA OBIOR | F A PERSON DIES AT KING |IT IS USUALLY BECAUSE
20 THEY' RE EI THER ALMOST DEAD BY THE TI ME THEY REACH HERE OR

21 THEY' RE TOO CRITI CAL TO SAVE THEIR LI FE. WHY WOULD YQU CLOSE A
22 HOSPI TAL THAT' S UNLI KE ANY OTHER HOSPI TAL? OTHER HOSPI TALS
SERVE JUST THE AREA AROUND THEM BUT Kl NG DREW SERVES NOT ONLY
W LLONBROCK BUT ALSO WATTS, COWPTON, SOUTHGATE, PARAMOUNT AND
PARTS OF CARSQN, LYNWOOD, GARDENA, HAWHORNE, | NGLEWOOD, LGOS
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1 ANGELES AND MANY OTHER AREAS. DOCTORS AND NURSES FROM ALL
2 ARCUND THE COUNTRY WANT TO TRAIN HERE. THE M LI TARY EVEN SENDS
3 DOCTORS TO TRAIN HERE. THE STUDENTS AT GEORG A UNI VERSI TY GO

4 TO KI NG DREW FOR CLASSES AND TO WORK. TELL Mg, VWHERE WOULD

5 THEY GO | F YOU CLOSED KI NG? FI NALLY, CAN | ASK ALL OF YOQU A

6 QUESTI ON? HOWWOULD YOQU FEEL | F YOU OR YOUR FAM LY MEMBER OR
ONE OF YOUR FRI ENDS WERE TOLD THAT THEY WANTED TO MOVE A PART

~

8 OF YOU THAT WOULD EVENTUALLY LEAD TO THE CLOSI NG OF YOUR VWHOLE

©

BODY? [ | NTERJECTIONS ] [ APPLAUSE ]

10

11 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU.

12

13 DR EDWARD ALEXANDER. |'M DR. EDWARD ALEXANDER W TH ST. MARTI N
14 DE MEDI A | NSTI TUTE. OVER THE LAST TWO YEARS, THE

15 LGOS ANGELES TI MES HAS DULY REPORTED THE DEATHS DUE TO MEDI CAL
16 ERROR, SI X | NDI VI DUALS. WE KNOW THAT, IN L. A, 6,000

17 I NDI VI DUALS W LL D E EVERY YEAR DUE TO MEDI CAL ERRORS. | F WE
18 DI VIDE THOSE BY THE 100 HOSPI TALS, WE HAVE 60 DEATHS PER EVERY
19 OTHER HOSPI TAL. |F WE DO THE MATH, IT'S SI X OVER 60. KING IS
20 ACTUALLY A CENTER OF EXCELLENCE. [ APPLAUSE ]

21

22 DR EDWARD ALEXANDER: PART ONE. PART TWO, IT'S IN A CENTER OF
EXCELLENCE, SURVI VI NG ON LI TTLE MONEY, ON AN ANEM C BUDGET.

I TS GO NG TO NEED RESTAFFING | T 'S GO NG TO NEED

REVI TALI ZATION AND I T'S GO NG TO NEED THE THI NG THAT WE MOST
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1 NEED I'S THE | MPACT STUDY. THE | MPACT STUDY ASKS THE REAL
2 QUESTI ON, WHAT W LL HAPPEN? THE | MPACT STUDY IS A

3 | NTERNATI ONAL TOOL. YOU CAN FIND I T AT THE WORLD HEALTH
4 ORGANI ZATI ON, YOU CAN FIND I T AT THE UNI TED KI NGDOM YOQU CAN

5 FINDIT INCANADA. I T IS A TOOL THAT HAS SPECI FI C PATHWAYS

6 AND, AT THE TOP OF IT, IT ASKS THAT YOU ARE BI ASED TOMRD THE
7 POOR TH S I'S AN | NTERNATI ONAL RECOMVENDATI ON, NOT A LOCAL

8 ONE, THAT YOQU ARE BI ASED TOMRD THE POOR. THERE ARE SOVE OTHER
9 THI NGS WE DON T KNOW ABOUT KI NG HOSPI TAL. THAT, FOR EVERY

10 DOLLAR THAT YOU WOULD RECEI VE FOR TRAUVA CARE ON THE WVEST

11 SIDE, YOU GOT TWDO CENTS FOR THE SAME CARE HERE ON THE EAST

12 SIDE BUT YET THE SAME AMOUNT OF CARE WAS DELI VERED. THAT TAKES
13 HEART. AND THAT' S WHY THESE | NDI VI DUALS ARE HERE, BECAUSE OF
14 THE HEART. WE NEED TRANSPARENCY, WE NEED TO KNOW VWHAT THE

15 BUDGET WAS OR | S FOR TRAUMA. THERE' S NEVER BEEN MENTI ON OF A
16 BUDGET. THE REAL NUMBERS WERE NEVER KNOWN BY THE PRI NCl PLES

17 INVOLVED. |IF YOU DON T KNOW WHAT YOU HAVE, YOU DON T KNOW

18 WHERE YOU RE GONG | F YOU DON' T KNOW HOW EXCELLENT YQOU ARE,

19 | TS VERY DI FFI CULT FOR YOU TO GET A GOLD STANDARD. KING IS A
20 GOLD STANDARD. |'LL CLOSE BY THI'S. FIRST OF ALL, WE HAVE TO

21  ASK THE QUESTI ON, WHAT ARE THE OTHER HOSPI TALS DA NG? HOW DO
22 WE KNOWWE' RE NOT SENDI NG PATI ENTS | NTO HARM S WAY? | F YQU
HAVE 60 DEATHS THAT ARE REPORTED BY THE AGENCY FOR HEALTHCARE
QUALI TY, THEY REPORT TO CONGRESS, | T HAS BEEN REPORTED | N
JAMA, |F THERE ARE 60 QUTLYI NG DEATHS | N EVERY OTHER HOSPI TAL
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1  AND ALL WE HAVE REPCRTED AT KI NG ARE SI X, WHERE ARE WE SENDI NG
2 OUR PATI ENTS?

4 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOQU.

6 DR EDWARD ALEXANDER: ONE LAST PO NT. THE | MPACT STUDY MJST
7 TAKE A LOOK AT THE STRUCTURAL VI ABI LI TY OF CALI FORNI A

8 HOSPI TAL. WHEN AN EARTHQUAKE CAME I N 1994, ST. JOHN S

9 HOSPI TAL, GOOD SAMARI TAN HOSPI TAL, AS WELL AS CALI FORNI A

10 HOSPI TAL. . .

11

12 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YQU.

13

14 DR EDWARD ALEXANDER: ... SUSTAI NED SI GNI FI CANT DAMAGE. BEFORE
15 WE MOVE PEOPLE DOMN THERE, LET'S MAKE SURE THAT THAT | MPACT
16  STUDY | S TRANSPARENT AND COMPLETE.

17

18 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. DR HENRY. [ APPLAUSE ]

19

20 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR DR HENRY, THEN CH EF SM TH, ALEX CLAYTON,
21 UNGRA LEW'S, VI VI AN JOHNSON, AND EDWARD SAWVY.

22

23 DR JEAN- CLAUDE HENRY: MR CHAI RMAN, DI STI NGUI SHED BOARD OF
24 SUPERVI SORS AND HONCRED GUESTS AND DR, GARTHWAI TE. THANK YQU
25 FOR ALLOWN NG ME THE OPPORTUNI TY TO PRESENT MY CASE ON VWHY THE
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1 KI NG DREW TRAUVA CENTER SHOULD REMAI N OPEN. MY NAME | S JEAN-
2 CLAUDE HENRY, DR HENRY. | HAPPEN TO BE YOUR TRAUMA DI RECTOR
3 AT THE KI NG DREW MEDI CAL CENTER. [ MJUCH CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

5 DR JEAN-CLAUDE HENRY: | HAVE OVER 20 YEARS OF EXPERI ENCE IN
6 MANAG NG CRI TI CALLY | NJURED TRAUVA PATI ENTS AND | FEEL THAT

7 1" M EXCEPTI ONALLY QUALI FI ED TO MAKE THE FOLLOW NG STATEMENT

8 REGARDI NG THI S TRAUVA CENTER THE QUESTI ONS THAT NEED TO BE

9 ANSWERED ARE SI MPLY THESE: NUMBER ONE, W LL A PATIENT D E AS A
10 RESULT OF BEI NG DI VERTED AWAY FROM THE KI NG DREW TRAUVA

11 CENTER? SECOND, DOES A FEW M NUTES' DELAY | N TREATMENT | MPACT
12 THE SURVI VAL OF CRI Tl CALLY | NJURED PATI ENTS? AND, LASTLY, DO
13 I NDI VIDUAL LIVES MATTER? [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

14

15 DR JEAN- CLAUDE HENRY: | N MY EXPERI ENCED OPI Nl ON, THE ANSWER
16 TO ALL THREE OF THESE QUESTI ONS IS AN ABSOLUTELY RESOUNDI NG
17 100% "YES'. [ APPLAUSE ]

18

19 DR JEAN- CLAUDE HENRY: ALLOW ME TO EXPLAI N. RECENTLY, AS YQU
200 ARE ALL AWARE, OUR TRAUMA CENTERS-- OUR TRAUVA CENTER WAS

21  UNDER DI VERSI ON FOR 22 DAYS, 81% OF THE TI ME. DURI NG THAT

22  TIME, THE KI NG DREW TRAUMA CENTER WAS SUPPOSED TO BE CLOSED TO
ALL TRANSFERS IN THI S FACI LI TY. HONEVER, DURI NG TH S TI ME
FRAME, WE CONTI NUED TO RECEI VE TRAUMA PATI ENTS BOARDI NG BY
BOTH PARAMEDI C AMBULANCES AS WELL AS BY BOTH FAM LY MEMBERS
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1 AND FRIENDS. YOU MAY ASK THE QUESTI ON, WHY DI D THE PARAMEDI CS
2 CONTI NUE TO BRI NG TRAUVA PATI ENTS TO KI NG DREW TRAUVA CENTER
3 DESPITE TH S DI VERSI ON? THE ANSVER WAS SI MPLY, I N THEIR

4 EXPERI ENCED OPI NI ON, THESE PATI ENTS WOULD HAVE DI ED | F THEY

5 HAD ANY DELAY I N TRANSPORT TO ANOTHER TRAUMA CENTER. AND,

6 AFTER ALL, WHO I S MORE QUALI FI ED TO MAKE THE CRI TI CAL

7 DECI SIONS ON WHERE TO TRANSPORT A PATI ENT BLEEDI NG TO DEATH

8 THAN OUR SUPERB PARAMEDI CS? [ APPLAUSE ]

10  SUP. MOLI NA: THANK YOU.

11

12 DR JEAN- CLAUDE HENRY: | T IS APPARENT THAT THESE PARAMEDI CS
13 BELIEVES, AS |, THAT PATIENTS WLL DI E AS A RESULT OF BEI NG
14 DI VERTED AVAY FROM KI NG DREW TRAUVA CENTER, AND THAT A FEW
15 M NUTES DELAY I N TREATMENT DCES, | EMPHASI ZE, DOES ADVERSELY
16 AFFECT THE SURVI VAL OF CRI Tl CALLY | NJURED PATI ENTS.

17

18 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]

19

20 DR JEAN- CLAUDE HENRY: MR CHAI RVAN, MAY | BE AFFORDED A FEW
21 MORE M NUTES, PLEASE? [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

22

23 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR MA'AM RELAX, | THOUGHT HE WAS FI NI SHED,
24 OKAY? [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

25
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SUP. KNABE, CHAIR ALL RI GHT. RELAX! |'M TRYI NG TO LET
EVERYONE SPEAK. EASY. [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR YES, SIR GO AHEAD.

DR JEAN- CLAUDE HENRY: | BASE TH S STATEMENT ON THE TYPE OF

I NJURI ES THAT WE' RE SEEI NG | N THESE PATI ENTS I N MY 20 PLUS
YEARS OF TRAUVA SURGERY EXPERI ENCE. MANY OF THESE PATI ENTS
BOARDI NG BY PARAMEDI CS THROUGH THI S PERI OD OF DI VERSI ON
SUSTAI NED MULTI PLE GUNSHOT WOUNDS THAT | NJURED MAJOR BLOOD
VESSELS, RESULTI NG I N MASSI VE AND LI FE- THREATENI NG BLEEDI NG
VHEN THESE PATI ENTS UNDERWENT AN | MVEDI ATE OPERATI ON TO STOP
THE MASSI VE BLEEDI NG, | T WAS VERY APPARENT TO ME THAT ANY
FURTHER CONTI NUED SUSTAI NED AND UNCONTROLLED BLEEDI NG, AS
WOULD ABSCLUTELY OCCUR W TH A DELAY DUE TO DI VERSI ON TO
ANOTHER TRAUMA CENTER, WOULD HAVE RESULTED | N THESES PATI ENTS
BLEEDI NG TO DEATH. THESE ARE EXACTLY THE TYPE OF | NJURI ES THAT
NEED TO BE TREATED BY THE NEAREST TRAUVA CENTER AND VWY
CLOSURE OF OUR TRAUVA CENTER W LL RESULT I N THE NEEDLESS

PATI ENTS BLEEDI NG TO DEATH. AND, UNLESS ANYONE I N THI S ROOM
CONTRADI CTS WHEN THERE W LL NOT BE A TRAFFI C ACCI DENT
RESULTING IN A TRAFFIC JAMIN THIS A TY, THEN I TH NK THAT WE
NEED TO FACTOR | NTO THE EQUATI ON THAT M NUTES DELAY COULD, I N
REALI TY, TRANSLATE | NTO A HOUR OF DELAY W TH DEADLY
CONSEQUENCES. | N ADDI TI ON, SI GNI FI CANT NUMBERS OF QUR TRAUVA
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1 PATIENTS CONTI NUE TO ARRI VE BY FAM LY MEMBERS OR FRI ENDS WHO
2 DO NOT CARE | F THEI R TRAUMA CENTER IS UNDER DI VERSI ON. THE

3 ONLY WANT THEI R LOVED ONES' LI VES SAVED. ANY DI VERSI ON W LL
4 NOT PREVENT THESE UNEXPECTED TRAUVA PATI ENTS WHO ARE LI TERALLY
5 OFTEN DROPPED OFF AT THE FRONT DOOR WHI LE BLEEDI NG TO DEATH.

6 CLOSURE OF THE TRAUVA CENTER W LL UNDOUBTEDLY RESULT I N THESE
7 PATI ENTS DYI NG UNNECESSARI LY AS WELL. FINALLY, SINCE CLOSURE

8 OF OUR TRAUVA CENTER WOULD RESULT I N PATI ENTS DYI NG

9 UNNECESSARI LY, WE NEED TO ADDRESS THE QUESTI ON, WHAT IS THE

10 VALUE OF A SINGLE HUVAN LI FE? I N MEDI CAL SCHOOL, WE ARE TAUGHT
11 THAT ALL HUNMAN LI VES ARE SACRED AND THAT EVERY SINGE LIFE IS
12 PRECI QUS AND SHOULD BE PRESERVED. | T DOES NOI' MATTER WHETHER
13 TO PHYSI CI ANS WHETHER YOU ARE THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS, WH TE-
14  COLLAR WORKER, BLUE- COLLAR WORKER, | LLEGAL | MM GRANT OR GANG
15 MEMBER. EVERYONE DESERVES THE BEST CHANCE TO LIFE. [ APPLAUSE
16 ]

17

18 DR JEAN CLAUDE HENRY: AFTER ALL... [ APPLAUSE CONTI NUES ]

19

20 DR JEAN CLAUDE HENRY: AFTER ALL, WE PHYSI Cl ANS ARE NOT BEAN
21 COUNTERS AND I WOULD HOPE, FOR THE SAKE OF THIS CITY, THAT THE
22 BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS WOULD AGREE W TH ME THAT EVERY LIFE IS
PRECI QUS AND WORTH SAVI NG NO MATTER WHOSE SON, DAUGHTER,
BROTHER, SI STER, GRANDPARENT, FATHER, OR MOTHER THEY BELONG
TO. THANK YOU AGAIN FOR ALLOW NG ME TO CONTI NUE.

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
152




The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

November 15, 2004

The Meeting Transcript of

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE |

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR OKAY. CH EF RICO SM TH, ALAN CLAYTON, AUDRA
LEWS, VIVI AN JOHANSON, EDWARD SAVACGE, THOVAS KUTUSKI . CHI EF?

CH EF RICO SM TH. THANK YOU VERY MJCH, HONORABLE SUPERVI SORS.
SUPERVI SOR KNABE, THI S M GHT TAKE MORE THAN TWO M NUTES. |
HAVE WTH ME TODAY ENRICO SM TH, FIRE CH EF, CITY OF COVPTON,
CUR MEDI CAL DI RECTOR, DR SHEPARD, WHO WORKS FOR THE CI TY OF
COMPTON AND HE IS ALSO HAS WORKED | N THE TRAUVA CENTER HERE AT
M L. K, AND HAS ALSO TRAI NED HERE. DURI NG MY 31- YEAR CAREER AS
A FI REFI GHTER, |'VE HAD THE EXPERI ENCE OF RESPONDI NG TO MARTI N
LUTHER KI NG TRAUVA CENTER ON A RQOUTI NE BASI S. THE COVMPTON FI RE
DEPARTMENT SUPPORTS KEEPI NG THE TRAUVA CENTER OPEN BECAUSE OUR
FI REFI GHTERS HAVE SEEN THE OVERWHELM NG NEED FOR THI S CENTER,
FI RSTHAND I N THE LI VES THAT HAVE BEEN SAVED, ESPECI ALLY
BECAUSE OF SHORT DI STANCES OF EMERCGENCY TRANSPORTATI ON. MANY
MEMBERS OF THI S COVMUNI TY ARE HERE TODAY BECAUSE OF THE
TEAMANORK BETWEEN THE PARAMEDI CS I N THE FI ELD AND THE TRAUVA
CENTER STAFF. THIS IS A RESULT OF | MVEDI ATE PATI ENT CARE

PROVI DED ON THE SCENE AND AT THE RELATI VELY SHORT TRAVEL TO
THE TRAUVA CENTER. TIME | S A CRITI CAL FACTOR AND I T IS NOT
ALWAYS ON OQUR SIDE. THE CLOSE PROXIM TY OF SUCH A FACILITY IS
VI TAL TO THE PRESERVATI ON OF LI FE, CODE 3 RESPONSE W TH AN
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ONBOARD PATIENT IS, I N ITSELF, HAS AN EFFECT ON PATI ENT CARE.
TO EXTEND THE LENGTH OF TRANSPORTATI ON ADDS TO THE | MPACT ON
THE PATI ENT AS WELL AS THE FI RST RESPONDERS. | T'S BEEN SAI D,
OTHER LOCAL TRAUMA CENTERS WLL BE ABLE TO ASSI ST WTH THE
NEEDS OF THS COWUNI TY. WELL, TH S IS A VERY Bl G ASSUMPTI ON
BECAUSE THI S | S ASSUM NG WE KNOW THAT THE OTHER HOSPI TAL

PATI ENT LOAD I'S GO NG TO BE-- WHAT THEY' LL BE DO NG I N TI MES
OF CRITI CAL NEED. WHAT WLL THEY BE DO NG? WE HAVE NO CLUE.
VHAT THI'S COMMUNI TY DOES NOT NEED IS ITS FAM LY AND LOVED ONES
BEI NG TRANSPORTED TO OTHER DI STANT HOSPI TALS AS A RESULT OF
TH' S POSSI BLE CLOSURE. WHAT THE COMMUNI TY DOES NOT NEED IS THE
POTENTI AL FOR FAM LY AND LOVED ONES WAI TI NG TO BE SEEN BECAUSE
OF ANOTHER HOSPI TAL HAS BECOVE SATURATED W TH PATI ENTS. WHAT
TH'S COMWUNI TY DCES NOT NEED | S THE PARAMEDI CS AND ANMBULANCES
BEI NG TI ED UP | N HOSPI TALS FOR LONG PERI ODS W TH PATI ENTS

VI TI NG TO BE SEEN. CONSI DERATI ON MUST BE G VEN TO THE

POTENTI AL | MPACT ON THE OTHER HOSPI TALS. I T'S MY UNDERSTANDI NG
THAT THHS IS NOT A MONEY ISSUE. IT IS ALLEGEDLY A MANAGEMENT
PROBLEM THE FACTS ARE, WE' RE LIVING I N A ADVANCED SCClI ETY,
LAST | CHECKED, AND IT IS My BELIEF TH S | SSUE CAN BE FI XED.
IF 1T 1S A MANAGEMENT | SSUE, HOW CAN THE ONLY SCLUTI ON BE TO
CLOSE THE TRAUVA CENTER? THE COVMUNI TY HAD NOTHI NG TO DO W TH
THE MANAGEMENT CONCERNS OF THE CENTER. WHY SHOULD THEI R
POTENTI ALLY EMERGENCY HEALTHCARE BE AT RI SK? WHAT THI S

COMVUNI TY DESERVES | S COMPASSI ON AND UNDERSTANDI NG AND

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
154



November 15, 2004

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

1 OBJECTI VE OVERSI GHT I N THE TRAUVA CENTER. WHAT THI S COVMUNI TY
2 DESERVES IS TO MAI NTAIN THE SERVI CES OF MARTI N LUTHER KI NG

3 TRAUVA CENTER WHI LE THE PERSONS RESPONS| BLE FOR THEI R

4 OVERSI GHT ADDRESS THE CONCERNS. IN CLOSING | WLL YIELD MY

5 TIME, THE REST OF WY TIME, TO DR SHEPARD.

7 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR WELL, YOUR TIME IS UP.

9 SUP. MOLINA: THERE IS NO TIME. [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

10

11 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR DR SHEPARD, DID YOQU SIGN UP? DID YOU SI GN
12 UP? YOUR TIME'S UP, CH EF, SO ..

13

14 SUP. MOLINA: SIR YOU VENT OVER YOUR TI ME.

15

16 CH EF RICO SM TH: YOQU [I NAUDI BLE] IT'S TWO PART PRESENTATI ON.
17 | BROUGHT HM HERE W TH ME.

18

19 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR OKAY. YOQU HAVE SOMVE TI ME.

20

21 DR SHEPARD: THANK YOU. | WLL ENDEAVOR TO BE BRIEF. | AM

22  PLEASED TO HAVE THE OPPORTUNI TY TO SPEAK W TH YOU TODAY AS A
PROUD AND HONORED GRADUATE OF THI'S FI NE | NSTI TUTI ON ON TWO
CAPACI TIES, BOTH IN THE ALLI ED HEALTH AND I N THE THI RD CLASS
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OF MEDI CAL SCHOOL HERE AT KI NG DREW MEDI CAL CENTER. |
PLEASED AND HONORED. .. [ APPLAUSE ]

DR. SHEPARD: ...TO SAY THAT | AM VERY MJUCH AWARE AND WOULD

LI KE TO SHARE W TH YOU THE | MPACT THAT TH'S WLL HAVE. |

TRAI NED HERE | N THE TRAUMA CENTER | STOOD I N THE TRAUMA BAYS
AND CARED FOR PEOPLE WHO HAD, | N MANY CASES, NO OTHER PLACE TO
GO. AND, ON MANY OCCASI ONS, WE HAVE BEEN FORTUNATE ENOUGH TO
BE THERE AND TO SAVE A LI FE THAT OTHERW SE WOULD NOT HAVE HAD
THE OPPORTUNI TY TO CONTI NUE. | KNOW FROM FI RSTHAND

EXPER ENCE, TH'S WLL HAVE AN | MPACT. IN MY CAPACI TY AS

MEDI CAL DI RECTOR W TH THE COVPTON FI RE DEPARTMENT, NO DOUBT
THAT THERE W LL BE A SI GNI FI CANT DELAY I N BRI NG NG OUR UNI TS
TO BEAR AND BEI NG ABLE TO PROVI DE THE SERVI CES NECESSARY | N
CRI TI CAL TRAUMA SI TUATI ONS. AND WHI LE, TO A LARGE EXTENT, VE
ARE LOOKI NG LARGELY AT NUMBERS, THE REALITY IS THE | MPACT IS
GO NG TO BE FELT. | CAN REMEMBER A TIME IN TH'S COMMUNI TY
WHERE THERE WERE HOSPI TALS ON THE CORNERS OF 120TH STREET AND
BROADWAY, ON CENTURY BOULEVARD AND A NUMBER OF OTHER VERY
CLOSE LOCATI ONS. AND, TODAY, THOSE HOSPI TALS ARE NO LONGER I N
EXI STENCE. | F WE TAKE AWAY THE TRAUMA CENTER, WE W LL HAVE A
DEVASTATI NG | MPACT ON THOSE WHO VERY MUCH THAT NEED CARE. [
APPLAUSE ]
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1 DR SHEPARD: SO | SAY TO YOQU AGAI N, PLEASE RECONSI DER THI S AND
2 UNDERSTAND THAT, IF IT IS A PROBLEM | ACCEPT THE CHALLENCE TO
3 TRY TO FIND A WVAY TO FIX IT.

5 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOQU. [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

7 SUP. KNABE, CHAI R OKAY. ALAN CLAYTON, OLGA LEWS, VI VI AN
8 JOHNSQN, EDWARD SAVAGE, THOVAS KADUSKI AND DR. PRI NCESS SYKES.

10 ALAN CLAYTON: THANK YOU, HONORABLE CHAI RVAN KNABE AND BOARD
11 MEMBERS. MY NAME IS ALAN CLAYTON. |'M HERE REPRESENTI NG THE

12 CLERGY LABOR COALI TI ON FOR LOS ANGELES. AND, ON FRI DAY, |

13 REQUESTED A COPY OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS' LETTER BECAUSE |
14 WANTED TO READ I T THOROUGHLY BEFORE | CAME AND TESTI FI ED AT

15 THE HEARI NG AND VWHAT | FOUND WAS VERY | NTERESTI NG | N THE

16 LETTER, | T SAYS, "MEASURE B REQUI RES THE FUNDS RAI SED BY

17 | NCREASED PROPERTY TAXES. REVENUE W LL BE USED, I N PART, TO
18 MAI NTAIN ALL ASPECTS OF THE COUNTY TRAUMA NETWORK. TO EXPAND
19 THE TRAUMA NETWORK TO COVER ALL AREAS OF THE COUNTY PROVI DES
20 THE NATURAL | NCENTI VES TO KEEP EXI STI NG TRAUVA CENTERS W THI N
21 THE SYSTEM TO PAY THE COST OF THE TRAUMA CENTERS, | NCLUDI NG
22 PHYSI Cl AN AND OTHER PERSONNEL COSTS, AND TO DEFRAY

ADM NI STRATI VE EXPENSES | NCURRED BY DHS | N ADM NI STERI NG THE
PROGRAM " THIS I S WHAT THE LETTER SAID, AND IT GOES ON TO SAY,
"THERE' S NO REQUI REMENT, UNDER MEASURE B, THAT THE CURRENT
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CONFI GURATI ON REMAI N THE STATUS QUO. " BUT, AS A VOTER, AND I
D D VOTE FOR MEASURE B, AND | DO LIVE IN A HOUSE AND WE DO PAY
PROPERTY TAX, WHAT | VOTED FOR WAS TO KEEP THE NETWORK THAT WE
HAVE AND TO ENHANCE THE NETWORK THAT WE HAVE. WHAT | VOTED FOR
WAS TO ENSURE THAT WE HAD QUALI TY HEALTHCARE FOR I NNER CI TY
RESI DENTS | N LOS ANGELES BECAUSE THERE' S A TREMENDOUS NEED AND
THE NEED | S GROW NG WHAT | VOTED FOR WAS TO ENSURE THAT, WHEN
AN I NDI VIDUAL | S I NJURED, SEVERELY | NJURED, THAT THERE BE
REASONABLE TI ME TO GET THAT | NDI VI DUAL. |'VE DRI VEN AROCUND LGOS
ANGELES SINCE |'VE LI VED HERE I N 1986 AND THERE' S TRAFFI C JAMS
ALL OVER LCS ANGELES. YQOU CAN BE I N AN AMBULANCE AND THEY CAN,
YOU KNOW PUT ON THE SIREN AND | CAN TELL YOU WHAT HAPPENS
VWHEN THEY GET IN A TRAFFIC JAM THEY SIT THERE. YOU KNOW

OFFI CERS ALSO SIT THERE I N TRAFFI C JAMS SOMETI MES BECAUSE YQU
CAN' T GET AROUND THE TRAFFI C I N LOS ANGELES. I T'S HORRI BLE. WE
HAVE ONE OF THE MOST CONGESTED CI TIES IN THE UNI TED STATES AND
I TS NOTI' GETTI NG ANY BETTER

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R OKAY, ALAN.

ALAN CLAYTON: MY CONCERN-- |'LL JUST FINISH UP, THANK YQU,
SUPERVI SOR KNABE, IS THAT THE TRAVEL TI ME COULD BE A KI LLER
AND | THI NK YOU SHOULD LOCK AT |I'T VERY CAREFULLY. | KNOW YQU
HAVE A VERY TOUGH DECI SI ON AND | COMMEND YOU FOR HOLDI NG THI S
OPEN SO YQU CAN HAVE TESTI MONY. THANK YOU VERY MJCH.
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SUP. ANTONOVI CH: ALAN? ALAN? ALAN? ALAN? ALAN, FOR THE RECORD,
THIS  SSUE | S NOT ABOUT MONEY. IT'S ABOUT MANAGEMENT. SO IT'S
NOT ABOUT MONEY. THE MONEY |'S NOT THE | SSUE ON THI S | SSUE.

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R OKAY. AUDRA LEW S, VI VI AN JOHNSON, EDWARD
SAVAGE, THOVAS TADUSKI, DR SYKES AND LI SA ALEXANDER

PHYLLI S STI CKNEY: ADRI AN DOVE HAS YI ELDED THE TI ME TO ME. MY
NAMVE | S STI CKNEY AND | - -

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R PHYLLI S WHAT?

PHYLLI'S STI CKNEY: STICKNEY, S-T-1-CGK-N-E-Y. | BEG TO DI FFER

I THINK IT IS ABOUT MONEY. ULTIMATELY, I T 'S ALWAYS ABOUT MONEY
VHEN YOU MAKE SOME OF THE DECI SIONS. |T''S NOT ABOUT LI FE
BECAUSE, IF I T WAS LI FE, EVERYONE HERE HAS G VEN YOU ENOUGH

I NFORVATI ON, FROM THE PCLI TI CI ANS, COVMUNI TY LEADERS,
CLERGYMEN, TO LET YOU KNOW THAT THEY DO WANT THI S CENTER OPEN.
| AM BLESSED AND CURSED TO BE TRAVELI NG BETWEEN BOTH COASTS SO
" VE SEEN WHAT W LL HAPPEN TO THIS COWUNI TY. |'VE SEEN I T
HAPPEN | N HARLEM | F YOU ALLOW VWHAT YOU RE TRYI NG TO DO TO BE
DONE. | CAN TELL YOU THAT I'T WLL NOTI REFLECT ANY OF THEI R
SENSIBILITIES, |'T WLL NOT ADDRESS ANY OF THEI R NEEDS. AND |'M
NOT TALKI NG ABQUT | NSTEAD OF BUT I N ADDI TI ON TO SOMVE OF THOSE
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1 THI NGS THAT YOU PLANNED FOR CALI FORNI A. WHEN | ' VE HEARD THI NGS
2  NOW THAT |I'M BEI NG TAUGHT, THI S IS THE ONLY BLACK MEDI CAL

3 SCHOCL WEST OF THE M SSI SSI PPI. AND SO, | F YOU TAKE THAT

4  SCHOOL AWAY, THE RAM FI CATI ONS W LL BE GREATER THAN YOU W LL

5 EVEN SIT HERE, AND |'VE WATCHED YOQU ALL AS YOU HAVE TRIED TO

6 | GNORE ME TH'S MORNI NG AND |' M SURE YOU VE TRI ED TO | GNORE

7 THIS COMUNITY I N THE SAME WAY THAT YOU VE TRI ED TO | GNORE ME.
8 SO I'MTHAT SPOCK WHO CONTINUES TO SIT BY THE DOOR TO TELL YQOU
9 THAT WE ARE NOT GO NG TO BE SILENT BUT | T'S NOT OKAY; THAT

10  YOUR ARROGANCE |'S UNCONSCI ONABLE AND THAT YOU VE SAT HERE AND
11 REALLY NOT LI STENED MOST OF THE TIME. [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

12

13 PHYLLI S STI CKNEY: YOU VE DONE A GREAT DI SSERVI CE TO

14  YOURSELVES, NOT THE COVMUNI TY ONLY BUT TO YOURSELVES BECAUSE |
15 CAN ASSURE YOU THAT THEY ARE ANGRY, THAT THEY ARE | NCENSED AND
16 THAT THEY ARE | MPATI ENT AND W LL NO LONGER TOLERATE YOUR

17 DI SRESPECT. SO, FOR WHATEVER REASONS YOU HAVE, | SUGGEST THAT
18  YOU REALLY GO BACK AND FI ND THAT 13 M LLI ON THAT YOU VERE

19 TRYING TO G VE TO NAVI GANT OR WHOEVER THEY WERE AND

20 REDI STRI BUTE THOSE FUNDS AND REDI RECT THOSE FUNDS SO THAT THEY
21  CAN REALLY HELP THE COVMUNI TY AND THE MAGNATE OF KI NG DREW AS
22 |IT"S NEEDED. SO AS YQU SAY, IT'S A SMALL | SSUE, EARLY ON, IT' S
SO SIMPLE. IT IS REALLY SI MPLE, |F YOU REALLY WANT TO RESCOLVE
| T AND NOT JUST FATTEN YOUR POCKETS. SO | WOULD JUST SAY, IF
VE REALLY. ..
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2 SUP. MOLI NA: THANK YOU. THANK YOU.

4 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR OKAY. THANK YOU.

6 PHYLLIS STICKNEY: ...FOLLOW THE BUCK AND SEE WHERE | T REALLY,
7 REALLY ENDS AND WHAT YOUR INTEREST IS INIT, YOU, SIR AND
8 YOUR-- YOUR PARTNERS IN CRI ME. THANK YOU.

10 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR AUDRA LEWS. AUDRA LEWS. [ CHEERS AND

11 APPLAUSE ]

12

13 SUP. KNABE, CHAI R LEONARD SHAPI RO. ASK LEONARD TO JO N THE. ..
14 [ APPLAUSE ]

15

16 SAKKARA | NGRI D THOMAS: | JUST WANT TO START BY ASKI NG

17 PERM SSI ON FROM QUEEN MOTHER LILLI AN, MAY | SPEAK? OKAY. THANK
18 YOU. MY NAME | S SAKKARA | NGRI D THOMAS. | AM THE FOUNDER OF

19 QUEENS HI STORI CAL SOCI ETY IN THE CI TY OF LONG BEACH, THE

20 DI STRICT WHERE YOU RE FROM YOUR HONORABLE KNABE. FOR THE LAST
21 FOUR YEARS, YOU VE BEEN | NVOLVED W TH A PRQJECT W TH US AT THE
22 PYRAM D CALLED THE FESTI VAL OF AFRI CAN ROYALTY. YOU VE ONE OF
OUR SPONSORS. AND WE BROUGHT OVER 30, 000 CHI LDREN FROM
THROUGHOUT SOUTHERN CALI FORNI A BUT |' M HERE TODAY TO LET YOU
KNOW THAT THE SUCCESS OF THAT PROGRAM BEFORE THOSE FOUR YEARS
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HAD A LOT TO DO W TH THESE PECPLE IN TH' S COVWUNI TY HERE.
1980, MAXI NE WATERS SPONSORED MY FI RST QUEENS OF THE NI LE
PERFORMANCE. | N 1987, | TRAVELED TO EGYPT W TH QUEEN MOTHER

LI LLI AN AND W TH JESSE JACKSON AND W TH KORENGA. THESE ARE THE
PEOPLE WHO HAVE TAUGHT AND RAI SED ME SO THAT | AM ABLE TO
PRODUCE SOMETHI NG SUCCESSFUL | N OUR COMMUNI TY | N LONG BEACH
TODAY AND THEY HAVE TAKEN THE TIME, A LOT OF TIME, TO HELP US.
AND |' M HERE TODAY TO JUST ASK YOU AND THE BOARD, THE

SUPERVI SORS, COULD YOU TAKE THE TI ME AND LI STEN TO THEM? THEY
ARE OUR COVMUNI TY PARTNERS. THEY' VE SPENT TIME W TH US.

THEY' VE HELPED US CREATE A VERY SUCCESSFUL PROGRAM THAT,

W THOUT THEM WOULD NOT EXI ST. AND WE JUST NEED YOUR SUPPORT.
IN CLOSING, |'D LIKE TO SAY THERE |'S AN ACH EVEMENT GAP RI GHT
NOW | N THE SCHOOL DI STRICT AND THERE |'S ALSO A GAP HERE BUT
|'LL TELL YOU, LIKE MY SON SAID, WHEN | ASKED H M WHAT DO THE
LETTERS ON YOUR T-SHIRT MEAN, G-A-P? HE SAID, "MOM THIS IS
OUR YOUTH CHURCH REVI VAL T- SHI RT, GAP MEANS GOD ANSVERS
PRAYERS. AND OUR PRAYER TODAY OF OUR FAM LY HERE, MY EXTENDED
FAM LY HERE | S THAT THE KI NG DREW TRAUMA CENTER STAY OPEN.
THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE CONTI NUES ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR COLGA LEWS.
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VI VI AN JOANSON: HI, 1'M VIVI AN JOHINSON. BEFORE | START, |
WOULD LI KE TO SAY HOW PROUD | AM OF My COVMUNI TY FOR COM NG
QUT TODAY AND SO WE ARE NOT GO NG TO TAKE THI' S. WE ARE NOT

GO NG TO ALLOW YOQU TO STEP ON US AND PUSH US TO THE SIDE. IT
CANNOT HAPPEN. | WEAR MANY HATS HERE TONI GHT. THE FI RST HAT |
VAR | S BEING A MEMBER OF THFS COWUNI TY FOR 35 YEARS. |'VE
BEEN COM NG TO THI S HOSPI TAL SINCE A CH LD. TH S | S WHAT MADE
ME WORK HERE, SEEI NG PECPLE OF COLOR WALK ARCUND W TH

ADM NI STRATI VE JOBS, DOCTORS, RADI OLOGE STS, AND SO ON. AND |
ALSO BRI NG MY SEVEN YEAR DAUGHTER HERE TO SEE I'T GO ON AS
VELL. SHE IS OUR FUTURE HERE | N QUR COMMUNI TY. HOW MANY OF YOU
HAD TO ASSI ST SOVEONE BEI NG SHOT ON YOUR FRONT DOOR, 4 VI NG
THEM C. P. R, WAI TING ON THE AMBULANCE TO GET THERE 30 M NUTES
LATER AND THEN THEY CAN T EVEN ASSI ST THE VI CTI M? VWHY? BECAUSE
THE PCOLICE | S NOT EVEN THERE. SO YOU MEAN TO TELL ME THESE
PEOPLE ARE GO NG TO MAKE | T DOMNTOWN? PLEASE DON' T LET THERE
BE A LAKER GAME. THEY ARE GO NG TO DI E AND YOU KNOW I T AS WELL
AS | DO TH S IS MORE THAN JUST ECONOM CS. |F I T'S NOT

ECONOM CS, THEN SETTLE THE NURSES CONTRACT. WHY ARE YQU

OFFERI NG THEM A LAST AND FI NAL CONTRACT IF I'T'S NOI ABOUT
ECONOM CS? THAT |'S THE FI RST START I N REBUI LDI NG TH S HOSPI TAL
'S GETTI NG US A NURSE CONTRACT. HOW ARE YOU GO NG TO OFFER
THEM A 10% BONUS W TH STI PULATI ONS? NO. THAT DOES NOT WORK. WE
NEED A CONTRACT, LADI ES AND GENTLEMEN, AND YOU KNOW THI S AS
VELL AS | DO THIS IS WHAT' S GO NG TO KEEP OQUR HOSPI TAL
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1 THRIVING ALONG WTH HI RI NG CUSTODI ANS. WHY ARE WE' RE CETTI NG
2 RGED U FOR J.C AHO FOR HAVING A D RTY HOSPI TAL VWHEN

3 WE' RE 85 CUSTCODI ANS SHORT? YOU MEAN NO ONE IN THI'S COMMUNI TY
4  WANTS JOBS? NO, THAT'S NOT TRUE. I N CLOSING | WOULD LIKE TO
5 SAY, | AM URG NG YOU TO PLEASE TURN AROGUND THE VOTE THAT YQU
6 HAVE ALREADY DECI DED ABOUT CLOSI NG THE TRAUVA CENTER BECAUSE
7  VE NEED THI S PLACE. THANK YOU. [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

9 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR SIR, |DENTIFY YOURSELF.

10

11 ANTONI O BONET: ANTONI O BONET.

12

13 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR WHO?

14

15  ANTONI O BONET: ANTONI O BONET. THEY CALLED ME BEFORE BUT |

16 WASN T HERE. CAN | JUST G VE | T REAL QUI CK?

17

18 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THAT'S A GOOD TRY, BUT WE' LL LET YOU GO
19 AHEAD AND SPEAK.

20

21 ANTONI O BONET: OKAY. THANKS. MY NAME |'S ANTONI O BONET AND | ' M
22 A HERE AT DREW UCLA MEDI CAL STUDENT. [ CHEERS

AND APPLAUSE |
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ANTONI O BONET: LI KE MANY MEMBERS OF THIS COMVUNI TY, | AM ALSO
AN | MM GRANT AND, AS SUCH, | AM HERE REPRESENTI NG THEM AS WELL
AS U. C. L. A AND DREW MEDI CAL STUDENTS. SEVEN YEARS AGO, MY
MOTHER AND | LEFT EL SALVADOR AND EXPERI ENCED HARDSHI PS | N

| MM GRATI NG TO THE UNI TED STATES, POVERTY, PREJUDI CE AND LACK
OF HEALTHCARE. | ALWAYS HAD A DREAM OF BEI NG A PHYSI Cl AN, LI KE
MY MOTHER, ONE THAT IS COW TTED TO CARI NG FOR THE
UNDERSERVED. My CLASSMATES AND | HAVE FOUND OQUR PLACE AT DREW
AND WE WANT TO FI NI SH OQUR TRAI NI NG HERE SO WE CAN BETTER SERVE
THI' S AND OTHER DI SADVANTAGED COVMUNI TI ES. [ APPLAUSE |

ANTONI O BONET: BUT | AM CONCERNED OF THE RECOMVENDATI ON BY THE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVI CES TO CLOSE THE TRAUMA UNI T WLL
COMPROM SE THE LI VES OF THE PEOPLE WHO DEPEND ON THI S
EMERGENCY CARE. FURTHERVORE, | FEEL THAT THI'S DECI S| ON WOULD
LIM T THE TRAI NI NG AND EDUCATI ON OF THE STUDENTS AND

PHYSI CI ANS WHO ARE COVM TTED TO SERVI NG TH'S COMMUNI TY I N THE
FUTURE. [ APPLAUSE ]

ANTONI O BONET: W TH THE H GH RATE OF VI OLENCE AND

W LLOWBROOK/ WATTS, THI'S COVMUNI TY UNDENI ABLY NEEDS A TRAUVA
FACI LI TY NEARBY. EVEN | F THE SURROUNDI NG HOSPI TALS ARE
UPGRADED TO ACCOVMODATE THOSE PATI ENTS, | NCREASED TRANSPORT
TIMES WLL BE DETRI MENTAL FOR CRI Tl CALLY | LL PATI ENTS. CLOSI NG
THE TRAUVA UNI T AT KING DREWW LL DIM NI SH THE ACCESS TO
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1 CRITICAL CARE IN THE AREA THAT NEEDS | T THE MOST. THE PROPOSED
2 CLOSURE W LL ALSO | MPACT CLI NI CAL TRAI NI NG PROGRAMS RELATI NG

3 TO TRAUMA, AFFECTI NG ALL AREAS OF HEALTH PROFESSI ONS. KI NG

4 DREW IS RECOGNI ZED FOR PRODUCI NG PHYSI Cl ANS THAT PRACTICE I N

5 UNDERSERVED AREAS. | CHOSE DREW FOR THE OPPORTUNI TY TO TRAI N

6 AT KI NG DREW MEDI CAL CENTER AND WORK | N | TS RENOWNED TRAUMA

7 CENTER [ APPLAUSE ]

9 ANTONI O BONET: ONCE KI NG DREW LOSES | TS TRAUVMA DOCTORS AND

10 STAFF, I T WLL BE VERY DI FFI CULT TO GET THEM BACK. THE

11 DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVI CES RECOMVENDATI ONS W LL NOT ALLOW
12 ME AND OTHER FUTURE HEALTH PROFESSI ONALS TO CARRY ON KI NG

13 DREW S M SSI ON TO PROVI DE CARE FOR THI'S COVWUNI TY. | RECOGN ZE
14 THE CHALLENGES FACI NG THE COUNTY BUT | DI SAGREE W TH THE

15 DECI SI ON TO DI SVANTLE KI NG DREW YES, THERE ARE PROBLEMS AT

16 KING BUT CLOSI NG THE TRAUVA CENTER HURTS BOTH THE COMMUNI TY

17 AND THE HOSPI TAL. | URGE YQU TO LI STEN TO THE PEOPLE THAT YQU
18  REPRESENT AND EXPLORE OTHER, MORE SENSI BLE, SOLUTI ONS. THESE
19 ARE THE PEOPLE THAT NEED THI S TRAUMA CENTER AND HAVE THE RI GHT
20 TO DECIDE I TS FATE. PLEASE CONSI DER THE FOLLOW NG

21 RECOMVENDATI ONS: KEEP THE TRAUMA UNI T OPEN AND FULLY

22 OPERATI ONAL, MAI NTAI N STABLE AND PERVANENT STAFF, CREATE A NEW
SYSTEM OF REPORTI NG AND ACCOUNTABI LI TY WTH FORVAL COMMUNI TY

| NVOLVEMENT AND COMM T TO LONG TERM | NVESTMENT AND JOB

CREATI ON I N SOUTH LOS ANGELES. LET'S REMEMBER THAT I T WAS
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1 NEGLI GENCE TOMRD TH S COVWUNI TY THAT LED TO THE BUI LDI NG OF
2 THE MARTI N LUTHER KI NG HOSPI TAL AND CHARLES R DREW

3 UNIVERSI TY. CONSCI ENTI OUS LEADERS FOUGHT A LONG AND HARD

4 BATTLE TO PROVIDE THI'S COMMUNI TY W TH HEALTH AND EDUCATI ON.

5 LET'S NOT ALLOW THEI R STRUGGLE TO BE IN VAIN. | STAND I N

6 SOLIDAR TY WTH MY BROTHERS AND S| STERS, THE WORKERS, STUDENTS
7 AND COMMUNI TY HERE TODAY. THI'S HOSPI TAL BELONGS TO THE PECPLE.
8 [ SPEAKS SPANISH ] [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

10 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE CONTI NUES
11 ]

12

13 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR ALL RIGHT. OKAY. DO YOU WANT TO | DENTI FY
14 YOURSELF, PLEASE. [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE CONTI NUES ] [AUDI O OFF
15  THEN ON|

16

17 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR OKAY. |DENTIFY YOURSELF, PLEASE.

18

19 DR PRI NCESS SYKES: YES, | AM EVANGELI ST, DR PRI NCESS SYKES.
20 TURN YOUR CLOCK OFF BECAUSE, WHEN | GO | NTO A VOTI NG BOOTH,

21 THERE IS NO CLOCK. [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

22

DR PRI NCESS SYKES: PLEASE TURN I T OFF. | ASK YQU. ..

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR |IT'S GO NG TO GO OFF. KEEP TESTI FYI NG
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DR. PRI NCESS SYKES: | ASKED WHEN | CAME UP HERE EARL|I ER BEFORE
YOU STARTED FOR PERTI NENT | NFORMATI ON AND THEN | ASKED, DI D
YOU KNOW THE PROCESS FOR RECALL? EVERY TIME | BOUGHT A
AUTOMOBI LE OR TRUCK, SOVETHI NG VWENT WRONG, | GOTI' A LETTER I N
THE MAIL SAYING | T HAS BEEN RECALLED. BRING I T ON I N AND WE' RE
GING TOFI X IT. AN T NEVER SAY, "SHUT IT DOM. " | COVE HERE
TODAY. | SAID HERE-- | HAVE IN MY CAR SOVE GREAT GRANDBABI ES,
GREAT, GREAT GRANDBABI ES OF LILLI AN MOBLEY. ONE FI VE- WEEK OLD
BABY, A 11-MONTH AND A FI VE- YEAR-OLD SI TTI NG OQUT THERE I N THE
CAR VAI TI NG FOR ME TO COME HERE TO HAVE MY SAY, SO PLEASE

DON' T PUT NO CLOCK ON ME. PLEASE DON T DO THAT TO ME TCODAY.

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THE CLOCK'S ON. WE' VE GOT' A LOT OF PECPLE
TO TESTI FY.

DR PRI NCESS SYKES: LET ME SAY TH S. SIR, WHAT YOU RE TALKI NG
ABOUT DO NG WLL BE FOR A LI FETI ME FOR SOVEBODY. NOTI TWO

M NUTES. WHEN | GO TO VOTE, | GOI' ALL THE TI ME | WANT, OKAY? |
REMEMBER THE STORY OF THE GOOD SAMARI TAN. ONE PASSED BY AND
SAY, "IF 1 STOP AND HELP HHM WHAT'S GO NG TO HAPPEN TO ME?"
THE NEXT ONE PASSED BY AND SAY, "IF | DON T STOP TO HELP H' M
VWHAT' S GO NG TO HAPPEN TO HI M?" | SAY TO YOU, DR GARTHWAI TE,
THERE IS A PARABLE THAT SAYS, "MAY THE WORK GOD DCES SPEAK FOR
ME. " SUPERVI SORS, YOUR WORK MJST SPEAK FOR YOQU. RIGHT NOW | F
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1 THAT HOSPI TAL SHOULDN T OF BEEN THERE, | T WOULDN T HAVE BEEN
2 THERE. YOU GOT' ALL KIND OF EXCUSES, BUT LET ME G VE YOU A

3 LITTLE PARABLE HERE. | T'S CALLED A DRESSED-UP LI E. OLD MAN

4 LIE-- NO YQU JUST LISTEN, SIR [IT S VERY, VERY | MPORTANT.

6 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR YOUR TIME IS UP.

8 DR PRINCESS SYKES: COLD MAN LI E AND OLD MAN TRUTH... [ YELLING
9 ]

10

11 DR PRI NCESS SYKES: ...VWENT SW MM NG AND OLD MAN TRUTH GOT

12 DROMDED. OLD MAN LI E GOT QUT OF THE WATER, PUT ON OLD MAN

13 TRUTH S CLOTHES, AND WALKED TO THE STREET AND EVERYBODY SAYS,
14 "HELLO, MR TRUTH " HE WAS NOTHI NG BUT A DRESSED UP LIE. WE

15 DON T NEED H M HERE TODAY. [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

16

17 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

18

19 MOLLIE BELL: MY NAME IS MOLLIE BELL AND |' M STRAI GHT QUT OF

20 COVWPTON. HOAEVER, AUDRA LEW S HAS G VEN ME HER SPOT AND YOU RE
21 GO NG TO ALSO CALL ON ME. ..

22

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R ON AUDRA LEW S?
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MOLLI E BELL: YES. BUT |I'M MOLLI E BELL, STRAI GHT OQUT OF

COMPTON. AND | WOULD, AS WE LI STEN TO THESE HEARI NGS, THERE' S
A PART OF ME THAT WANTS THE SHERI FF' S DEPARTMENT AND THE

PCLI CE DEPARTMENT TO PUT UP THI S YELLOW TAPE BECAUSE | THI NK
THS 1S ACRIME AND | TH NK THAT WE NEED A CRI M NAL

| NVESTI GATI ON. [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

MOLLI E BELL: THIS IS A CRIME SCENE RI GHT HERE. WE NEED TO CALL
IN C.S.1. SO VE CAN | NVESTI GATE WHAT' S GO NG ON. [ CHEERS AND
APPLAUSE ]

MOLLI E BELL: AS A COVWUNI TY ACTIVIST, | KNOWWHAT IT IS, |I'VE
SEEN PEOPLE, | KNOWWHAT IT IS FOR ACCESSCORY TO MJURDER, | KNOW
VHAT I T IS TO CONSPIRE TO COW T MJRDER. [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

MOLLI E BELL: ANY TIME YOU CAN SIT HERE AND HEAR THE PECPLE SAY
THAT THE AMBULANCE CAN T GET THERE IN TI ME, YOU HEAR THE
DOCTORS SAY | T, YOU HEAR ALL THE PEOPLE TELL YOU THAT THEI R
PEOPLE WLL DI E, LIVES WLL BE GONE AND, |F YOU ALLOW THAT,
THEN YOU NEED TO BE CHARGED W TH CONSPI RACY TO COMWM T MJRDER.

[ ENTHUSI ASTI C CHEERS AND APPLAUSE |

MOLLI E BELL: AND | F WE HAVE TO CALL | T THAT, SUPERVI SOR YVONNE
BRATHWAI TE- BURKE, YOU RAN THI S LAST TIME AND ON-- | GOT YOUR
PAPERS, YOU SAID, "WE WLL NOT CLOSE KING DREW" THAT' S WHAT
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1 YOQU SAID. |'M STANDI NG ON YOUR WORD. YOU NEED TO CALL | N SOMVE
2 OF YOUR PROM SES FROM SOME COF YOUR COLLEAGUES. | KNOW YQU

3 VOIED WTH THEM ON SOVE THI NGS! NOWIT'S TI ME FOR YQU TO SAY,
4 "COME ON, Y'ALL, GET WTH ME." ALL WE NEED IS YOU AND THREE

5 MORE OTHER SUPERVI SORS AND IT'S OVER WTH' YOU AND THREE MORE
6 SUPERVI SORS! MOLI NA, COVE ON, YOU KNOW WHAT YOU NEED TO DO

7 KNABE, YOU KNOW WHAT YOU NEED TO DO | DON T KNOW WHO THE

8 OIHER ONE IS BUT | KNOWWE WLL SEE YOU AGAI N. GARTHWAI TE AND
9 LEAF, | DON T KNOW YQU, | WLL PROBABLY NEVER SEE YOU AGAI N

10 BUT I WLL BE VOII NG FOR SOVE OF THESE PEOPLE OR NOT VOTI NG

11 FOR THEM AGAI NI

12

13 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU, MOLLIE.

14

15 MOLLIE BELL: WAIT A MNUTE. | GO ONE MORE M NUTE. . .

16

17 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. EDWARD. ..

18

19 MOLLIE BELL: ...ON MY TIME SO WHEN YOU GET TO ME, YOU DON T

20 HAVE TO CALL FOR ME. ALL | JUST WANT TO DO IS TO JUST SAY AS
21 YOU HEAR ALL OF THI'S, | DON T SEE ANY KIND OF WAY YOU CAN MAKE
22 A DECI SION ON TOVORROW W TH ALL THESE AFFI DAVI TS. |' M ASKI NG
ALL YOU PRAYER WARRI ORS QUT THERE, HERE' S WHAT YOU VE GOT TO
DO. YQU VE GOT TO CONTI NUE TO KEEP ON FASTI NG YOQU VE GOT TO
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1 KEEP ON PRAYI NG BECAUSE THE STRUGGLE CONTI NUES. BUT ALWAYS,
2 TO GOD BE THE GLORY! [ ENTHUSI ASTI C CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

4 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THOWAS... [ ENTHUSI ASTI C CHEERS AND
5 APPLAUSE ]

7 SUP. KNABE, CHAI R LISA ALEXANDER, LEONARD SHAPI RO, GABRI EL
8 ALVAREZ, M BRUCE MASSEY.

10 CHRI STI NE KOUNDAKJI AN: HI, 1'M CHRI STI NE KOUNDAKJI AN. |'"M ONE
11 OF THE REQ STERED NURSES AT KI NG DREW [|'M TALKI NG ON BEHALF
12 DR SAVAGE. HE HAD TO LEAVE. | HAVE TWO QUESTI ONS AND ONE | S
13 TO ZEV YAROSLAVSKY AND CHAI RVAN KNABE, THANK YOU SO MJCH FOR
14  YOUR PATI ENCE. UNLI KE A BOARD OF SUPERVI SOR MEETI NG, PEOPLE
15 RUDELY BEI NG ESCORTED QUT, YOU RE VERY PATI ENT. THANK YQOU.

16 MAYBE YOU CAN RUB OFF ON SOVE OF THE OTHER COLLEAGUES OF

17 YOURS. SECOND, THI S IS FOR ZEV YAROSLAVSKY. |'M REPRESENTI NG
18 THE DOCTORS AND THE NURSES. | THI NK YOU ONE US AN APOLOGY, AND
19 A BIG APOLOGY. | WANT TO HAVE YOU ANSWER THI S QUESTI ON TO ME.
20 HOWIS IT PGOSSI BLE-- YOU KNON NURSES AND DOCTORS DON T JUST
21  HAVE ONE JOB; WE HAVE SEVERAL JOBS, OKAY? NONW HOWIS IT

22 POSSIBLE, FROM 7: 00 A M TO 7: 00 P.M ON MONDAY MORNI NG FOR
EXAMPLE, |'M AT KI NG DREW MEDI CAL CENTER S TRAUVA CENTER,
SURGERY CENTER, WHATEVER, THE |.C. U., AND |I'M DEEMED

| NCOVPETENT, ALONG W TH MY COLLEAGUES, AT KI NG DREW WHEN | ' M
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1  THERE. BUT THEN, THE FOLLOW NG DAY, ON My NEW MOONLI GHTI NG
2 SH FT AT ST. JOSEPH S, FOR EXAMPLE, BECAUSE, ALONG W TH ME AND
3 A COUPLE COLLEAGUES, WE WORK PRI VATE SECTOR AND A LOT OF YQU

4 ELECTED OFFI Cl ALS HAVE BEEN TREATED I N THOSE FACI LI TIES, NO

5 NAMES NEED TO BE MENTI ONED, WERE SO | MPRESSED W TH OUR CARE

6 THAT WAS G VEN TO YOU THAT YOU COMVENTED AND, YOU KNOW

7 COWPLI MENTED US AND THEN ONE OF MY OWN COLLEAGUES SAID, "W TH
8 ALL DUE RESPECT, |'M ALSO A COUNTY NURSE." YOU WERE SHOCKED.

9 HOW CAN YOU BE SO WONDERFUL | F YOU RE A COUNTY NURSE? IT'S

10 LIKE A HYPOCRI TI CAL OXYMORON. 12 HOURS WE' RE EXCELLENT, 12

11 HOURS WE' RE | NCOWPETENT. | T DOESN T MAKE SENSE. | T JUST

12 DOESN T. CAN YQU JUST EXPLAIN THAT TO ME ON YOUR OMN TI ME ONCE
13 MY CLOCK |'S UP? SECOND, | WAS TO TRY TO GET A PATIENT I N HERE.
14 HE WAS WTH A VHEELCHAI R AND | T WAS JUST TOO CROADED. ON

15 BEHALF OF THAT PARENT, | DON T KNOWH S NAME, HE WANTED TO

16 EXPRESS H S GRATI TUDE TO ALL THE KI NG DREW FAM LY AT WHAT

17 WONDERFUL CARE WE GAVE HM | MET MAXI NE WATERS, CONGRESSMVAN
18 WATERS | N THE EMERCGENCY ROOM PASSI NG THROUGH AND | WAS SO

19 ELATED TO SEE HOW COVPASSI ONATE SHE WAS AND, VWHEN | SHARED

20 THAT COWPASSI ON W TH HER, SHE HAD ME TALK ABOUT THE M RACLES
21  OF THE WORKPLACE. NOT ONCE YOU MENTI ONED THE M RACLES THAT GO
22 ON AT KING DREW NEVER! NEVER! ONLY THE HOSPI TAL'S-- THE ONLY
HOSPI TALS-- WE' RE NOT' HERE FOR CREDI T. WHAT | DON T UNDERSTAND
'S VHY YOU ALWAYS KNOCK US DOWN. DR. O LEARY FROM J. C A H O
NEVER, NEVER ATTACKED THE NURSES AND DOCTORS. HE SAID I T WAS A
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1 SYSTEM PROBLEM SYSTEM M SMANAGEMENT SYSTEM PROBLEM NOT ONE
2 PERSON, THE SYSTEM SO FI X THAT, PLEASE!

4 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. [ ENTHUSI ASTI C CHEERS AND
5 APPLAUSE ]

7 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR WE D ASK DR BRI AN JOHNSON. DR JOHNSON.

9 PASTOR STUART: HE' S NOT HERE BUT |'M HERE.

10

11 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR YES, SIR |F YQU D | DENTI FY YOURSELF.

12

13 PASTOR STUART: IN THE COWUNI TY, |'M KNOWN AS PASTOR STUART.
14 |'"VE BEEN M NI STERI NG TO THESE PRQJIECTS. |I'M A INNER CI TY

15 M SSI ONARY HERE. MY CHURCH | S NEW BEG NNI NGS COMVUNI TY CHURCH
16 ON 103RD STREET AND WATTS.

17

18 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR WE LL FIND YOUR NAME. | DIDN' T CALL YOU BUT
19 WE LL CALL YOU. | MEAN, |F EVERYBODY-- IF | HAVE NOT CALLED
20 YOUR NAME, |IF YOU D PLEASE SIT DOMN SO WE CAN CONTI NUE TO GO
21  THROUGH ALL THE NAMES. WE' LL EVENTUALLY GET TO YOU.

22

PASTOR STUART: | EMPLOY THREE EX- GANG MEMBERS AT ONE BUSI NESS
AND THREE MORE AT MY CONSTRUCTI ON BUSI NESS AND | WORK EVERY
DAY. I N 1992, SHORTLY AFTER THE RIOTS, | WAS STABBED I N THE
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1 CHURCH. | PAY MY OAN MEDI CAL | NSURANCE BUT | HAD THEM RUN ME
2 TO KI NG DREW MEDI CAL-- KI NG DREW TRAUVA CENTER. AND | WAS

3 BLEEDI NG TO DEATH BUT THEY SAVED ME. THE BI BLE SAYS, IN

4 PROVERBS CHAPTER 18: 13, "HE WHO ANSWERS A MATTER BEFORE HE

5 COWLETELY HEARS IT, TOH MIT WLL BE HS FOLLY AND H' S

6 SHAME." | SAY PLEASE. AND, Ms. BURKE, YOU KNOW ME, YOU KNOW
7 VWHEN | ASKED YOQU FOR BRI NG NG THE 700 CLUB, | ASKED FOR

8 PERM TS, YOU ALWAYS WAI VED My FEES. OTHERS OF YQU, | DON T

9 KNOWYQU, BUT I TH NK YOU RE HONORABLE AND | THI NK YQU

10  UNDERSTAND WHAT CLOSI NG THIS TRAUVA UNI T WLL MEAN NOW DON T
11 ANSWER THE MATTER | T LL BE YOUR OAN FOLLY AND SHAME. [

12 APPLAUSE ]

13

14  MAXVELL RUSSELL: I'M A EX- MARINE, BORN I N ALABAVA. MY BROTHER
15 DI ED FI GHTI NG FOR THE COUNTRY! | SERVED | N THE MARI NE CORPS!
16

17 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR YQOU ARE WHO, SIR?

18

19 MAXVELL RUSSELL: |'M KNOMW I N THE STREET AS JEWEL MAXVELL! A
20 EX-MARI NE!' BROTHER DI ED FI GHTI NG FOR THI S COUNTRY! | KNOW THE
21  DEAL ON Y' ALL! Y'ALL FOOL THEM BUT YOU DON' T FOCOL ME! YQU

22 GO NG TO CLOSE ONE UNIT DOMWN AT A TIME 'TIL YOU CLOSE THE
VHOLE DAWN HOSPI TAL DOMWNI'!  AND AFTER YOU DO THAT, FROM TODAY
TO FI VE YEARS, YOU RE GO NG TO FI NI SH THE HOSPI TAL CAESAR
CHAVEZ, |'M UP ON YOU, CRACKERS. |I'M UP ON YOU. |'M EX- MARI NE.

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
175




November 15, 2004

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

1 THIS IS THE Y'ALL DO NG BUT I'M UP ON YA. EVERY

2 BROTHER | TALK TO I N SOUTH CENTRAL L.A. ON THE WEST SIDE, EAST
3 SIDE, SOUTH CENTRAL GOT GOOD THI NGS TO SAY ABOUT MARTI N LUTHER
4 KING SURE THEY HAVE BECAUSE MARTI N LUTHER KI NG SAVED THEI R

5 LIVES. [ YELLING ]

7 MAXWELL RUSSELL: THEY' RE SCARED TO COVE HERE BECAUSE THEY' RE
8 SCARED OF THE PCLI CE, SCARED OF THEM POLI CE!'! THE NAZI POLI CE
9 THEY' RE SCARED COF LI KE THAT SERGEANT-- THAT BI G SERGEANT WAS
10 STANDI NG OVER THERE!'! STARI NG AT YOU!'! BROTHERS, WE' RE DYI NG !
11 AND MARTI N LUTHER KI NG SAVED THEIR LI VES!'! BUT Y' ALL DON T
12 WANT A BLACK MAN TO BE I N CHARGE OF NOTHI NG THAT'S THE DEAL!!
13 YOU DON' T WANT A BLACK MAN THAT WLL STAND UP!'! A FREE BLACK
14 MANI NO, YOU WANT A SLAVE! YOQU WANT A YO YO YOU WANT A MAN
15  WHO OPERATES ON REMOTE CONTROL!'! THAT' S WHAT YOU RE LOOKI NG
16 FOR AND HAHN GOT RID OF PARKS, CHI EF PARKS, BECAUSE HE WASN T
17 NO YO YO YOU-- CH EF PARKS DIDN' T WORK ON THOSE GOD DAMNED
18 REMOTE CONTROLS. HE H 'S OAN MAN.
19
20 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOQU. YOUR TI ME'S UP.
21
22 MAXVELL RUSSELL: Y'ALL DON'T WANT NO MAN'! Y'ALL WANT A CH LD
[ UNI NTELLI G BLE] . THAT' S WHAT Y' ALL WANT. YQU
[ UNI NTELLI G BLE] .
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1 SUP. KNABE, CHAI R EASY. EASY. EASY. [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

3 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR ALL RIGHT. ALL RIGHT. [GAVEL] OKAY, SIR |
4 | NTERJECTI ONS ]

6 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR |F WE CAN HAVE YOUR ATTENTI ON, WE HAVE SOVE
7 MORE PEOPLE TO TESTIFY HERE. SIR, |F YOU D | DENTI FY YOURSELF,
8 PLEASE.

10 SHAHEED SALDEM MY NAME | S SHAHEED SALDEM

11

12 SUP. KNABE, CHAI R WHAT WAS THAT?

13

14 SHAHEED SALDEM SHAHEED SALDEM

15

16 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR AH, | DIDN T CALL YOU. YOU SNUCK UP ON ME.
17

18 SHAHEED SALDEM | WON' T BE AS LONG AS THE LAST GENTLEMAN, |
19 GUARANTEE YOQU.

20

21  SUP. BURKE: DON' T YELL | NTO THE M CROPHONE, EI THER

22

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R JUST BE GENTLE.
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SHAHEED SALDEM OKAY. WHAT | WANT TO SAY | S DI RECTED TO ZEV.
ZEV, IN THE ' 80S, WHEN THEY GOTI READY TO START THE BLUE LANE,

| CALLED | NTO THE M CHAEL JACKSON SHOW AND YOU CALLED I'N RI GHT
BEHIND ME AND | DIDN T THHNK | T WAS A GOOD | DEA AT THAT TI ME
FOR THEM TO HAVE A BLUE LANE AND THEN TO GO THROUGH THE RED
AREA WHERE THE GANG MEMBERS STAY BECAUSE | THOUGHT THAT WOULD
CREATE A PROBLEM AND THEN YOU CALLED I N RI GHT BEH ND ME AND

M CHAEL JACKSON, HE ASKED YOU, WHAT WAS YOUR THOUGHTS

PERTAI NI NG TO THE BLUE LANE GO NG THROUGH THE RED AREA? AND
YOU AGREED WTH HM YQOU SAID YOU DODN'T THI NK I T WAS A GOOD

| DEA, ElI THER. NOW DO YOU RECALL THAT? OKAY. | SHOULD HAVE
KNOMWN YOU VWERE GO NG TO SAY THAT. | HAD NO REASON TO COVE UP
HERE AND SAY THAT. SO BUT, ANYWAY, HERE'S THE PO NT. WHEN YOU
CAME ON M CHAEL JACKSON AND YOQU SAID YOU DIDN' T THINK | T WAS A
GOOD | DEA FOR THAT BLUE CAR TO GO THROUGH THAT RED AREA, |

SAY, WELL, THIS IS A GOOD GQJY, HE'S A SVELL GQJY. HE'S A LITTLE
CONCERNED W TH MY PEOPLE. THAT' S WHAT | THOUGHT ABQUT YOU. BUT
NOW LET' S FAST FORWARD | T TO 2004 AND LOOK AT YOU. YOU RE UP
THERE PUSHI NG THE DRI VE TO CLOSE THE TRAUMA CENTER. WELL, THI' S
'S WHAT | HAVE TO TELL YOU, RI GHT WHERE WE' RE ALL GATHERED

RI GHT HERE | S WHERE | HAVE BEEN SI NCE 1946. AND My MOTHER, MY
PARENT' S PLACE IS STILL THERE, RI GHAT OVER THERE, 30 SECONDS
FROM HERE, RI GHT NOW AS | SPEAK. AND WHAT | NEED TO TELL YQU
'S YOU CHANGED, MY FRI END. AND YOU KNOW VWHAT YOU NEED TO DO?
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YOU NEED TO El THER CHANGE YOUR DREAMS OR CHANGE YOUR
ASSOCI ATES.

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. SAMURAI DOBI E, ED SAVAGE. MR
SAVAGE? ALL RI GHT.

M BRUCE MASSEY, I111: MY NAME | S M BRUCE MASSEY.

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR OH, OKAY,

M BRUCE MASSEY, 111: AND YOU CALLED ME.

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR YES, | DID.

M BRUCE MASSEY, I11: | SAT THERE AND WAl TED. OKAY. HERE WE
&, FIRST OF ALL, "M GJ NG TO TURN A LITTLE TH S WAY BECAUSE
| REALLY WANT TO TALK TO My COVWUNI TY. AND LET ME TELL YQOU,
THESE PEOPLE, DON T WORRY ABOUT THEM WHATEVER THEY DO, WE GOT
THEM COVERED, BECAUSE TH S RI GHT HERE, AT FIRST IT WAS FULL
BUT WE GOT' A FEW EMPTY SEATS BUT THEY DON T KNOW WE GOT
BACKUP! AND, GUESS WHAT, WE COM NG AT THEM SEE, YOU TH NK WE
DON' T HAVE STRONG BLACK MEN BUT | T''S EVI DENT BY THE BROTHER
THAT WAS A MARI NE. YOU KNOW HE WAS | N CONTROL OF HI'S EMOTI ONS
BUT WE FEEL PASSI ONATE. AFRI CAN- AVERI CAN PECPLE ARE PASSI ONATE
PEOPLE ABOUT THEI R CAUSES. DON T BE M SGUI DED BY OUR EMOTI ONS
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1  BECAUSE WE W LL PUT QUR MONEY AND OUR HARD- EARNED TI ME BEHI ND
2  SAVING KING DREW SO, WHEN | CLCSE TONI GHT, |'M GO NG TO LEAVE
3 THREE WORDS ON YOUR M ND SO WHEN YOU BE IN BED WTH THE W FE

4 WHO SAYS, "WHAT'S WRONG W TH YQU?" SAY "I JUST CAN T GET THESE
5 THREE WORDS QUT OF MY HEAD." SO YOQU ALL HELP ME. SAVE Kl NG

6 DREW PUT IN QUT. LET THEM KNOW SO THEN, YOU KNOW WHEN THEY
7 GET READY TO VOTE TOMORROW THEY SAY, "I GOI' THESE THREE

8 WORDS, | GOT TO GO WTH My CONSCI ENCE AND | CAN T VOTE THAT

9 WAY." GOD BLESS YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]

10

11 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR SYLVI A ARGUETA. GO AHEAD, SIR

12

13 GABRI EL ALVAREZ: |'M GABRI EL ALVAREZ. GOOD EVENI NG, MR

14  CHAI RVAN, DI STI NGUI SHED BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS, JUST TO SEE

15  TODAY THAT YOU HAD TO COVE OVER HERE AND | DON' T TH NK YQOU

16 WLL LIKE TO COVE BACK AGAI N BUT YOU KNOW VWHAT, YQU BETTER

17 TAKE I T SERI QUS. WE NEED THI S HOSPI TAL, WE NEED THI S COLLECE.
18  FROM HERE, THERE'S A LOT OF PROFESSI ONALS THAT ARE GO NG TO BE
19 |IN YOUR SERVI CE I N THE FUTURE FOR EVERYBCODY. ONE OF THE THI NGS
20 THAT YOU HAVE TO REMEMBER, | KNOW YOQU HAVE A LOT OF POVER

21 WHERE YOU ARE RIGHT NOW | F IT WAS A MEXI CAN OR A BLACK RI GHT
22 HERE IN THE POSI TI ON THAT SOVEBODY MAKES A DECI SI ON I N CLOSI NG
THE TRAUVA CENTER, HE W LL NOT BE WORKI NG WTH YOU NO MORE.
YOU WLL HAVE KICKED HHM QUT A LONG TI ME AGOD. THERE' S ONE
THING I HAVE TO REMEMBER, ESPECI ALLY RI GHT NOW THAT | HAVE
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1 SOMETHI NG TO TELL GLORI A MOLI NA. GLORI A MOLI NA, THANK YOQU FOR
2 THE LIBRARY YOU PUT IN EAST L.A. AND | DON T REMEMBER-- |

3 DON' T WANT TO FORGET THE TI ME THAT WE I NVI TE YOU TO THE SCHOOL
4 | NWEST L. A TO BE REPRESENTATI VE OF THE PARENTS AND TALK TO

5 THEM |'M GABRI EL ALVAREZ, WHI CH | HAVE SPENT 14 YEARS IN THE
6 SCHOCL DI STRI CT, REPRESENTI NG THE PARENTS AND THE STUDENTS,

7 350,000 STUDENTS THAT | REPRESENT AT THAT TI ME. ANOTHER THI NG
8 - ANOTHER PERSON THAT | KNEWIN THE STATE WAS A GROUP OF

9 PARENTS THAT | WVENT OVER THERE, TRIED TO GET THE STATE TO G VE
10 US $50 M LLION. AND YOU KNOW WHAT? WE WERE VERY LUCKY. WE WERE
11 VERY LUCKY THAT MAXI NE WATERS WAS THERE. YES, BECAUSE OF HER,
12 VW WON THE $50 M LLION TO BUY THE AMBASSADOR HOTEL. 400

13 STUDENTS THAT WERE GO NG TO DI FFERENT AREAS, WAKI NG UP AT 5: 00
14 | N THE MORNI NG AND SPENDI NG THREE HOURS IN THE BUS. SO |'M

15 VERY GRATEFUL BUT, AT THE SAMVE TIME, |'M NOT TOO AGREEABLE

16 WTH YOQU, WHAT ARE YOU DO NG FOR US, WHI CH THE MAJORI TY RI GHT
17 NOWNEED TH S HOSPI TAL. |'M TALKI NG ABQUT HI SPANI CS AND

18 M NORITIES RIGHT NON AND, RI GHT NOWN WE ALL NEED I'T, AND

19 THAT'S SOVETH NG THAT WE ARE DEPENDI NG ON | T BECAUSE YOU

20 SHOULD KNOW HOW MANY PECPLE THAT HAVE DI ED BECAUSE | T''S NOT

21 TIME ENOUGH TO TAKE THEM TO ANOTHER HOSPI TAL.

22

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R OKAY. DO YOQU WANT TO WRAP I T UP? YOUR
TIME S UP.
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GABRI EL ALVAREZ: THE M NORI TI ES RI GHT NOW OVER HERE ARE
TH' 'S HOSPI TAL AND A LOT OF BABIES GRONNG IN THI S AREA. SO
THNK I'T OVER AND | HOPE YOU MAKE A GOOD DECI SI ON AND | THANK
YQU, EVERYBODY.

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR LUZAR |'D ASK RCSALI O MUNOZ TO JO N US AS
VELL AS ELENA ACKEL. YES. | DENTIFY YOURSELF.

LI SA ALEXANDER: YES. MY NAME | S LI SA ALEXANDER AND, BEFORE YQU

START MY M NUTES, | WOULD LIKE TO KNOW I F I CAN G VE MY

M NUTES TO THE DOCTOR. HE WAS NOT FI NI SHED.

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R WHAT DOCTOR?

LI SA ALEXANDER: DR. SM TH. [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R HE ALREADY TESTI FI ED.

LI SA ALEXANDER: HE WASN' T FI NI SHED SO | WOULD. . .

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R HE ALREADY TESTIFIED. [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]
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1 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR | F YOU WANT TO G VE YOUR TWO M NUTES, GO
2 AHEAD.

4 DR ERNITE SMTH THANK YOU, SUPERVI SOR KNABE. THE PO NT THAT |
5 DIDN T MAKE, AND |' M GO NG TOREAD IT SO |'LL BE BRI EF, THE
6 SUPERI OR COURT | SSUED AN | NJUNCTI ON AGAI NST ANY FURTHER CUTS
7 I N SERVI CES AT KI NG DREW MEDI CAL CENTER PRI OR TO YOUR BOARD S
8 CONDUCTI NG A BEI LENSON HEARI NG YET, PRI OR TO TODAY'S HEARI NG
9 | N DEFI ANCE AND CONTEMPT OF THE COURT' S ORDER, YOUR BOARD HAS
10 APPROVED A DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVI CES CLOSURE OF SEVERAL

11 OTHER SERVI CES AT KI NG DREW MED CENTER, MOST NOTABLY THE

12 CGERI ATRICS WARD 3-B AND NEONATOLOGY. WHAT IS MORE, | N 2002,

13 THE C TI ZENS OF SOUTH CENTRAL LOS ANGELES, AS PO NTED OUT,

14 VOTED OVERWHELM NGLY TO SUPPORT THE PASSAGE OF BALLOT MEASURE
15 B AND TO MAI NTAI N THE EXI STI NG TRAUVA SERVI CES OF KI NG DREW
16 YET, PRIOR TO TODAY'S HEARI NG, THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

17 SERVI CES ALREADY | NSTI TUTED THE CLOSURE OF TRAUMA SERVI CES AT
18 KI NG DREW | NDEED, POWER CORRUPTS AND ABSOLUTE PONER CORRUPTS
19 ABSCLUTELY. YOUR BOARD SHOULD KNOW THAT, IN THE CASE OF SM TH
20 VERSUS THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS OF SAN LU S OBI SPO, THE COURT
21 RULED THAT BULK NOTI CES DO NOT' MEET THE REQUI REMENTS OF THE
22 BEILENSON ACT. I T DOES NOI' TAKE A PRESCHOOL CH LD S LEVEL OF

| NTELLI GENCE TO DI SCERN THAT THE NOTI CE POSTED AT THE

BEI LENSON HEARI NG NOTI CE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVI CES
RELATI VE TO THE CLOSURE OF TRAUVA SERVI CES AT KI NG DREW | S NOT
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1 A LAWUL NOTI CE, THEREFORE, THE VERY HEARI NG YOUR BOARD | S
2 HEARI NG TODAY IS A FARCE AND FURTHER CORRUPTI ON. | N CLOSING |
3 HAVE BEEN ASKED TO REM ND YOU THAT YOUR BOARD DI RECTED DR

4 GARTHWAI TE TO BRI NG TO THE BOARD, TO ADDRESS A PLAN, TO

5 ADDRESS A $800 M LLI ON SHORTFALL | N THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

6 SERVI CES BUDGET. | N 2002, WHAT HE PRESENTED TO YOUR BOARD WAS
7 THREE SCENARI OS, WH CH WE HAVE DEP| CTED AS THREE CARD MONTE.

8 YOUR BOARD HAS ADMONI SHED DR GARTHWAI TE AND WE TOLD YOU THAT
9 HE HAS CLANDESTI NELY PLANNED TO CLOSE KI NG DREW MED CENTER S
10 TRAUMA UNIT AND, |N DO NG SO THAT HE WAS STOKI NG THE FI RES OF
11 ClVIL UNREST. YOU NEED ALL OF THE TROOPS YOU HAVE FROM THE

12 CALI FORNI A NATI ONAL GUARD I N | RAQ WE DO NOT NEED THE TROOPS
13 FROM THE NATI ONAL GUARD | N THE STREETS OF SOUTH CENTRAL LOS

14 ANGELES. [ APPLAUSE ]

15

16 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. THANK YOU. OKAY. MA'AM |F YOU D
17 | DENTI FY YOURSELF, PLEASE.

18

19 ALBERTENI A GRAY: GOOD AFTERNOON. |'M NOT ON YOUR ROSTER THERE,
20 BUT MY NAME | S ALBERTENI A GRAY. | COVE ON BEHALF, FIRST OF

21 ALL, ARE THERE ANY ATTORNEYS | N THE HOUSE? | COMVE ON BEHALF OF
22 YOUR , MY BROTHER, WHICH DIED IN ' 79 GO NG TO

CEDARS SI NAI. |I'T HAS TOUCHED MY HEART DEEPLY BECAUSE HE COULD
HAVE CAME FROM 1421, WEST 47TH STREET TO GET-- OKAY, TAKE TH S
SERIQUS! THIS IS MY LOVED ONE. |I'T ONLY LEAVES ME, JUST Mg, MY
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1  BROTHER, MY LOVED ONE AND HE WAS SHOT BY THE L. A P.D., HE WAS
2 SHOT IN THE ARM THE BULLET RI COCHETED AND, HEY, THEY TOOK HI M
3 TO CEDARS. AND HOWLONG DI D I T TAKE THEM TO GET THERE? THAT' S
4 WHAT HI T MY HEART. | KEPT SAYING HOWLONG DID I T TAKE? | HURT
5 VERY BADLY BEHI ND YOUR DECI SI ONS. EVERYBODY ELSE HAS CAME UP
6 AND TALKED AND |' M TELLI NG YOU ABOUT SOMVETHING | FEEL, OKAY?

7 1'M TELLI NG YOU ABOUT WHAT | FEEL. HERE | AM |' M STANDI NG
8 HERE, |'M GO NG THROUGH CANCER TREATMENT RI GHT NOW MYSELF BUT
9 |'M STANDI NG HERE, |'VE BEEN HERE ALL DAY JUST TO SAY THI S

10 DOES NOT MAKE ANY SENSE WHATSOEVER | N MY HEART, | TRIED TO

11 RATI ONALI ZE, MAYBE, JUST MAYBE | WAS WRONG BUT WHEN | SAWIN

12 MY MND THAT TRAFFIC, IN MY M ND, SEE, |'VE BEEN UP TO CEDARS,

13 | HAD A BROTHER THAT VENT TO CEDARS WHEN HE HAD CANCER AND |

14  THOUGHT ABOUT THE HOURS | T TOOK FOR ME TO GO BACK AND FORTH

15 EVERY DAY AND | THOUGHT ABOUT THE M NUTES THAT WAS TAKEN AWAY

16 FROM H S LI FE WHERE HE COULD HAVE BEEN HERE POSSIBLY. | COULD

17 HAVE ACCEPTED H S DEATH HERE BUT GOl NG ACROSS THE COUNTRY LI KE

18 THAT? NO WAY. NO WAY. THIS IS SAD. TODAY, | CALLED THE

19 CORONER S OFFI CE TO SEE WHEN HI S BODY WOULD BE RELEASED. THEN

20 | CAME HERE. | COULD NOT GET ANY | NFORMATI ON. | CAME ON HERE

21 BECAUSE | KNEW I T WAS NECESSARY THAT | COVE AND LET YOU KNOW

22 THERE |'S SOVEONE HURTING AND IT'S ME. IT'S ME. AND MY MOTHER

MY OTHER FAM LY MEMBERS. WE' RE IN PAIN. WE RE IN PAIN. AND |

WANT YOU TO KNOW YOUR DECI SI ONS BRI NG ABOUT PAIN. THI NK ABOUT
| T. [ APPLAUSE ]
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2 SUP. KNABE, CHAI R THANK YQU. [ APPLAUSE CONTI NUES ]

4 SUP. KNABE, CHAI R ROSY WASHI NGTON. ELI ZABETH MCBRI DE, | F
5 YOUDJANUS YES M'AM | DENTIFY YOURSELF, PLEASE.

7 SYLVI A ARGUETA: GOOD EVENI NG MEMBERS OF THE BOARD. MY NAME | S
8 SYLVIA ARGUETA. |I'M AN ATTORNEY W TH THE LEGAL Al D FOUNDATI ON
9 OF LOS ANGELES. FOR 75 YEARS, THE LEGAL Al D FOUNDATI ON OF LGS
10  ANGELES HAS BEEN PROVI DI NG CIVIL LEGAL SERVI CES TO LOW | NCOVE
11 PEOPLE I N METROPCLI TAN LOS ANCELES. VWV WORK W TH LOW | NCOVE

12 CLI ENTS I N ACCESSI NG AND MAI NTAI NI NG HEALTHCARE BENEFI TS. |

13 SPEAK ON BEHALF OF THOSE CLI ENTS TODAY, THOSE CLI ENTS WHO USE
14  KI NG DREW MEDI CAL CENTER AND OTHER L. A. COUNTY HEALTHCARE

15 FACILITIES. THE | SSUE BEFORE YOU TODAY IS WHETHER OR NOT TO

16 CLOSE THE TRAUMA CENTER AT KI NG DREW WE BELI| EVE THE | SSUE

17 NEEDS TO BE REFRAMED AS FOLLOWS: HOW DO WE ENSURE THAT THI' S

18 COVMUNITY IS PROVIDED WTH THE QUALI TY MEDI CAL CARE THAT WAS
19 ENVI SI ONED WHEN THI' S HOSPI TAL OPENED I N 19727 TODAY, ON BEHALF
20 OF THE LEGAL Al D FOUNDATI ON OF LOCS ANGELES AND THE HEALTH

21  CONSUMER CENTER OF LOS ANCELES COUNTY, A PRQJECT OF

22 NEI GHBORHOCD LEGAL SERVI CES OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY, WE SUBM T
THE FOLLON NG WE SUBM T DECLARATI ONS FROM PECPLE IN TH' S
COMVUNI TY, FROM PATI ENTS WHO HAVE USED THE KI NG DREW MEDI CAL
CENTER, FROM MANY DOCTORS WHO HAVE d VEN US-- VWHO HAVE G VEN
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US THEIR TI ME AND TOLD ABOQUT MANY STORI ES. | N THESE

DECLARATI ONS, EVERYDAY PECPLE FROM THI S COVMUNI TI ES ELOQUENTLY
TELL ABOUT HOW THEI R LI VES WERE SAVED BY THE EFFORTS OF THE
DOCTORS, NURSES, AND STAFF AT THE TRAUVA CENTER. YQOU W LL READ
THE DECLARATI ON OF SCOTTI E GRAY, WHOSE NI NE- YEAR- OLD NEPHEW
RAN | NTO A GLASS DOOR, CAUSI NG H' S WHOLE FACE TO SPLI' T OPEN.
HE WAS TAKEN TO THE TRAUMA CENTER BY CAR AND NOW DUE TO
EFFORTS OF THOSE DOCTORS AND NURSES, HE BARELY HAS A HAI RLI NE
SCAR. YOU WLL HEAR FROM DI ANE KELLOGG, WHO TELLS OF HER SON,
JAVAL, VHO RAN | NTO SECOND BASE HEADFI RST AND BROKE HI S NECK
AND SPI NAL CORD. THE DOCTORS AT THE TRAUVA CENTER WERE ABLE TO
WORK ON HI M SO QUI CKLY THAT HE IS NOW ABLE TO MOVE BETTER THAN
EVER | MAG NED AND HE NOW HAS A BETTER QUALITY OF LIFE. YQU LL
ALSO HEAR FROM DOROTHY LACEFI ELD, TELLI NG OF HER GRANDSON,
DANDRE, VWHO WAS SHOT TWCE IN THE BACK AND TWCE | N THE HEAD
BUT SURVI VED DUE TO BOTH THE WORK OF PARAMEDI CS WHO DELI VERED
H M QUI CKLY TO KI NG DREW MEDI CAL CENTER AND WHERE THE DOCTORS
SAVED H S LI FE. THESE ARE BUT A FEW OF THE STORI ES OF HOW KI NG
DREW TRAUVA CENTER AFFECTS THE DAILY LI VES OF RESI DENTS | N
TH'S COMWUNI TY. YOU WLL ALSO HEAR THE STORI ES OF MANY OF THE
DOCTORS VWHO WORK ON THESE PATI ENTS. THEY ARE THE COW TTEE OF
THE | NTERNS AND RESI DENTS WHO SO GRACI QUSLY GAVE THEI R VA CE
AND LEND THEIR VO CES | N THOSE DECLARATI ONS THAT WE' VE

SUBM TTED SO THAT YOU CAN TELL HOW | MPORTANT TH S TRAUVA
CENTER 1 S.
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SUP. KNABE, CHAI R THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R CAN YQU | DENTI FY YOURSELF? | S PAT MCKOSKER
HERE?

M SS WOODS: GOOD EVENI NG MY NAME |S M SS WOODS. | SAI D GOOD
EVENING MY NAME IS MSS WOODS, |'M A COVWUNI TY PERSON. |
SERVED AT MARTI N LUTHER KI NG FOR MANY YEARS AND | HAVE SEEN
THEM SAVE MORE THAN | HAVE SEEN THEM LCSE. | HAVE TWO
TESTIMONIES. | HAVE ONE OF MY NI ECE. SHE HAD A BRAIN TUMOR WE
TOOK HER TO MANY HOSPI TALS: HOLLYWOOD PRESBYTERI AN, WE TOOK
HER TO OVER TO CEDARS SI NAI, WE TOOK HER OVER TO KAI SER, WE
TOOK HER NUMEROUS PLACES BUT THEY ONLY PI CKED UP HERE WHERE
THEY HAD THAT BRAIN TUMOR AND THEY SAVED HERE. AND ANOTHER, MY
UNCLE, HE HAD PASSED OUT ON THE BUS. HE HAD A HEART ATTACK
THEY BROUGHT HI M HERE TO THE TRAUVA UNI T. VWE DI DN T KNOW WHERE
HE WAS FOR THREE WEEKS. |' M WORKI NG DOMNSTAI RS AND | JUST BUWP
INTO HM | HEAR SOVEONE CALL OQUT H'S NAME. | SAID, "WELL,
VAIT A MNUTE, THAT'S MY UNCLE." AND FOR THREE WEEKS, HE WAS
UP THERE. THEY SAVED H M AND WE WERE LOOKING FOR HM BUT I'M
GO NG TO SAY THIS. WE' RE GO NG TO PUSH, WE' RE GO NG TO PRAY
UNTI L SOMETHI NG HAPPENS AND THEY CALL | T KILLER KI NG BUT THEY
KI LLED OUR KI NG OH, SO MANY YEARS AGO, BUT HERE WRONG AGAI N
AND WE SHALL STAND ON PRAYER AND PRAYER ALONE BECAUSE YOU GUYS
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1 DON T HAVE THE FINAL SAY. IT'S ALL UP TO HM ABOVE. SO I'M
2 GO NG TO LEAVE I T THERE AND |'M GO NG TO ASK THAT EVERYBODY
3 PRAY UNTIL SOVETH NG HAPPENS AND WE SHALL SEE VI CTORY.

5 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. THANK YQU. YES, SIR

7 ROSALI O MUNCGZ: ROSALI O MUNCZ. |' M HERE ON BEHALF OF THE

8 SOUTHERN CALI FORNI A DI STRICT OF THE COVMUNI ST PARTY USA. AND |
9 WANTED TO SAY-- BEGA N WTH, IN TH S COUNTRY, THERE S

10 TREMENDOUS CONCERN ABOUT WHERE OUR COUNTRY |I'S GO NG SI NCE TWO
11 WEEKS-- THE VOTE ALMOST TWO WEEKS AGO. THERE'S 55 M LLI ON PLUS
12 PEOPLE REALLY WORRI ED WHAT' S GO NG TO HAPPEN TO THE HEALTHCARE
13 OF PECPLE IN THI S COUNTRY? AND PEOPLE MORE AND MORE AROCUND

14 TH' S COUNTRY ARE LOOKI NG TO THI S EFFORT HERE. THI S SECOND

15  WATTS REBELLI ON THAT' S ONE OF PCLI TI CAL POVNER, OF EMPONERVMENT,
16 NOT ONLY OF THE AFRI CAN- AMERI CAN COVMUNI TY, FOR THE UNI NSURED
17 COVMUNI TY AND EVERYBODY THAT NEEDS | MPROVED HEALTHCARE. AND

18 THAT'S HOWIT' S GO NG TO BE LOOKED AT AND | HOPE YOU THI NK

19 ABOUT THAT. IT'S GO NG TO HAVE POLI TI CAL | MPLI CATI ONS ALL

20 THROUGHOUT THI' S COUNTY, THI S STATE AND THI S NATI ON. PECPLE ARE
21 LOOKI NG HERE AND TAKE THAT RESPONSI Bl LI TY. | WANTED TO SAY

22 THAT-- | HAVEN T SPOKEN AT A BEI LENSON HEARI NG | N ABOUT 24, 25
YEARS, VWHEN BOB WHI TE WAS THE MEDI CAL DI RECTOR AND WE HAD A
BEI LENSON ACT THAT YOU COULD REALLY CALL A BEILENSON ACT. TH' S
IS A B-B-B-B ACT BECAUSE | T DCESN T G VE YOU THE 90 DAYS
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NOTICE, IT G VES YOU, LIKE, 14 DAYS NOTICE. IT DOESN T G VE
YOU 60 DAYS AFTER TO MAKE A DECI SION, WHI CH YOU DO THAT. I T
DCESN T REQUI RE YOU FOLKS TO MAKE A FI NDI NG THAT THERE IS NO
DETRI MENTAL | MPACT TO THE HEALTHCARE OF | NDI GENTS. AND IT'S
PRETTY CLEAR, EVEN IF IT'S A .3% OR A . 6% THAT MEANS THERE' S
DETRI MENTAL | MPACT. WELL, THEY' VE GUTTED THE BEI LENSON ACT.
OKAY? BUT WE' RE STILL HERE AND WE NEED | T RESPECTED, BECAUSE
THS IS-- IT'S THE HEALTHCARE NEEDS OF THE PECPLE IN TH' S
COMVUNI TY THAT PECPLE NEED TO REALLY LOCK AT. AND | SEE

YOU RE-- IN A WAY, | T HEARTENS ME A LI TTLE BI T BECAUSE WE' VE
BEEN HERE SUCH A LONG Tl ME, THAT |I' M NOT SEEI NG ALL THE POKER
FACES, |'M SEEING A LITTLE BIT MORE APPRECI ATI ON OF HUMOR AND
ALL OF THAT. BUT |I'D LI KE TO SEE SOVE REMORSE ABOUT WHAT

YOU RE PUTTING THIS COMVUNI TY THROUGH. |' M LOOKI NG FORWARD TO
A PCSI TI VE QUTCOVE OF THI S BUT WHAT WE' RE GO NG THROUGH I N THE
COMVUNI TY ON THI S I S EXCRUCI ATI NG.  AND VWHERE | S THE REMORSE UP
HERE ON THIS STAGE? | DON T QU TE SEE IT, | DON T QU TE HEAR
IT. AND I TH NK THAT M GHT HELP THE PROCESS AND HELP YOUR OMN
THI NKI NG PROCESSES. AND, FI NALLY-- WVELL, | TH NK THAT. ..

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR WRAP | T UP, PLEASE?

ROSALI O MUNOZ: WVELL, | THINK |'VE FI NI SHED. THAT' S ENOUGH.

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R OKAY. THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]
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SUP. KNABE, CHAIR |'D ASK DR GWENDOLYN HUBBARD TO JO N US
AND DR. BRI AN HUBBARD. OKAY, GO AHEAD.

ELENA ACKEL: |'M ELENA ACKEL FROM THE LEGAL Al D FOUNDATI ON OF
LOS ANGELES AND | CAN UNDERSTAND THAT DR. GARTHWAI TE THI NKS
THAT HE MADE A WELL- REASONED PLAN BUT THEN, WHEN | LOCK AT
VWHAT THERE | S TO BACK | T UP THAT THE SUPERVI SORS SAW THERE
SN T MUCH THERE OTHER THAN THE SEPTEMBER 13TH LETTER AND THAT
SIMPLY I SN T ENOUGH TO DO AWAY W TH THE TRAUMA CENTER AT

MARTI N LUTHER KI NG THERE HAS TO BE MORE FACTS, MORE ANALYSI S,
MORE | NDEPENDENT JUDGVENT FROM A THI RD PARTY TO MAKE THAT HUGE
STEP TO ELI M NATE THE MARTI N LUTHER KI NG TRAUVA CENTER. AND
ONE OF THE THI NGS THAT WE' VE TALKED ABQUT IS THAT TI ME AND

DI STANCE AND THOSE TYPE OF THI NGS BUT ALSO PART OF THE PURPOSE
OF MEASURE B WAS TO HAVE A TRAUMA SYSTEM SO | F THERE WAS A

Dl SASTER, | F THERE WAS A MULTI - PARTY | NCI DENT, THERE WOULD BE
A SYSTEM TO HANDLE THAT. I N THE PRESENT TRAUVA SYSTEM THERE' S
ABSCLUTELY NO PLAY. AT COUNTY U.S.C., AT ANY G VEN DAY, THERE
ARE 20 PEOPLE THAT HAVE BEEN ADM TTED TO THE HOSPI TAL THAT ARE
BOARDED | N THE EMERGENCY ROOM BECAUSE THERE' S NO SPACE FOR
THEM NOW | N TH S PARTI CULAR | NSTANCE, ONE OF THE PERSONS
THAT CAME TO SPEAK BEFORE THE-- MR DI MELY' S COWMM TTEE WAS
JUDY CHOU, WHO REPRESENTS PASADENA | N THE STATE LEG SLATURE.
SHE TALKED ABOUT HER FRI END BEI NG HELI COPTERED TO MARTI N
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1 LUTHER KI NG FROM THE SANTA MONI CA FARMERS MARKET WHEN A LOT OF
2 PECPLE VWERE I NJURED. AND, |F WE ELI M NATE KING WE WON' T HAVE
3 THAT TYPE OF BACKUP. AND I DON T TH NK THAT CALIFORNIA | S

4 GO NG TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM BECAUSE, DURI NG THE MONTH COF

5 SEPTEMBER, VWHEN THERE WAS | NTERNAL PROBLEMS AT MARTI N LUTHER

6 KING THEY WERE ON DI VERSI ON FOR A VWHOLE WEEKEND: FRI DAY,

7 SATURDAY AND SUNDAY. BETWEEN 12: 00 AT NI GHT SATURDAY AND 1: 00
8 |IN THE MORNI NG 15 AMBULANCES WERE DI VERTED FROM MARTI N LUTHER
9 KING CAME TO COUNTY U.S.C. HOSPI TAL. NOW | T MAY BE THAT FI VE
10 OF THOSE COULD GO TO HARBOR, TO CALI FORNI A HOSPI TAL AND THE

11 LIKE, BUT ALL 10 OF THEM COULD NOT GO THERE, THEY CAN T ABSORB
12 THAT TYPE OF-- THEY CAN T ABSCRB THAT TYPE OF NUMBERS. AND,

13 LASTLY, 1'D JUST LIKE TO SAY, | MEAN, ONE OF THE WHCOLE

14 PURPOSES OF MARTI N LUTHER KI NG HOSPI TAL AND ClI VI L UNREST WAS,
15 | REMEMBER WHEN LEONARD DETTW ELER AND |'M OLD ENOUCGH TO

16 REMEMBER, WAS ON THE WAY WTH HHS WFE TO COUNTY U. S. C. VWHEN
17 SHE WAS PREGNANT AND WAS SHOT AND THAT WAS ONE OF THE

18 MOTI VATI NG FORCES OF MARTI N LUTHER KI NG AND WE SHOULDN' T LET
19 | T GO SO EASILY. THANK YQU.

20

21  SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YQU, ELENA. [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

22

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R MARY ANN RUSH, PLEASE JO N US. YES, SIR
| DENTI FY YOURSELF, PLEASE.
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1 DELE AILEMEN: MY NAME IS DELE. | TH NK YOU CALLED ME EARLI ER
2 | REPRESENT TCODAY | NTERNATI ONAL HEALTH FORUM FOR AFRI CA AND |
3  WANT TO BEG N BY SAYI NG THAT, ALTHOUGH THE | SSUE OF MARTI N

4 LUTHER KI NG CENTER COULD BE CONSI DERED BY SOVE AS A LOCAL

5 |ISSUE, IT IS ALSO | NTERNATI ONAL | N NATURE. PARTI CULARLY, FOR
6 AFRI CAN | MM GRANTS | N CALI FORNI A AND OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLD,
7 TH'S MEDI CAL CENTER IS SEEN AS AN EDI FI CE OF PRIDE AND THAT 1S
8 VWHY WE COMVEND THE EFFORTS, PARTI CULARLY OF CONGRESSWOVAN,

9 MAXINE WATERS, FOR LEADING THI S FI GAT. BECAUSE IT IS NOT JUST

10 ABOUT THE CLOSURE OF THE TRAUVA CENTER, I T IS THE NEED TO SAVE
11 THE WHOLE OF THI S HOSPI TAL. THI S IS AN EDI FI CE OF H STORY AND
12 ITI1S A SHAME THAT WE ARE HOLDING THI'S SI TTI NG THI S EVENI NG

13 TALKI NG ABOUT THE POSSI BI LI TY OF CLOSING ANY UNIT OF TH' S

14  HOSPI TAL. FOR A COWUNI TY THAT HAS COVE THROUGH A LONG PERI OD
15 OF HI STORY, MEDI CAL EXPERI MENTS, YQU FI ND THAT

16 BLACK WOVEN ARE SUFFERI NG THE MOST IN TERVS OF H.1.V./A |.D.S.
17 AND ALTHOUGH THE HEAD CRI SES CONFRONTI NG OUR COMMUNI TY, THI'S
18 1S NOT A MATTER THAT SHOULD EVEN BE ON THE AGENDA OF THI S

19 SUPERVI SORS . [ APPLAUSE ]

20

21 DELE AILEMEN: | WLL NOT ATTEMPT TO TAMPER W TH MY TI ME BUT |
22 JUST WANT TO SAY THI S TO SUPERVI SOR YVONNE, SHE IS NOT' HERE
NOW TO GLORI A MOLI NA, BUT VERY, VERY MJCH | MPORTANTLY TO OUR
SI STER, MAXI NE WATERS, THE HANDS OF HI STORY ARE ON YOUR
SHOULDERS. DO NOT LET THI S HAPPEN. [ APPLAUSE ]
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SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. |F DR JOANNE W LLI AMS COULD
JO N US, PLEASE. YES, SIR

PEDRO BAEZ: YES, SIR |'M PEDRO BAEZ AND |'M ON THE W TNESS
LI ST TO TESTIFY AND |'D LIKE TO DO SO | F | MNAY.

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR DID | CALL YQU?

PEDRO BAEZ: NO, YOU HAVEN T, SIR, BUT | AM- BUT |'D LIKE TG
I F | NMAY

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R OKAY, GO AHEAD.

PEDRO BAEZ: MY STORY W LL WLL TAKE ALL BUT A FEW MOMENTS.

VE' VE ALREADY HEARD FROM REPRESENTATI VES OF THE COVMUNI TY
ABOUT HOW THI S MEDI CAL CENTER HAS HELPED AND SAVED THEI R

LI VES. AND RI GHT NOW VWHAT 1'M GO NG TO TALK ABQUT | S NOT
REALLY FOR THE BENEFI T OF THESE FOLKS HERE BECAUSE THEY
ALREADY KNOW WHAT |'M GO NG TO TALK ABQUT. IT'S FOR THE PECPLE
VWHO ARE LI STENI NG AND THE PEOPLE WHO ARE WATCHI NG WE ALL HAVE
HEARD STORI ES ABOUT 9/11 BUT WE ALSO HAVE TO REMEMBER, TQOO,

7/ 4/ 2002. THAT THURSDAY, JULY THE 4TH, WAS A DAY THAT ALL OF
US INL. A WLL NEVER FORCET. I T WAS THE DAY THAT A GUNVAN AT
L. A X. VENT AHEAD AND SHOT TWO | SRAELI TOURI STS COM NG OFF OF
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EL AL AND, W THOUT ANY HESI TATI ON, WHEN | T CAME TO

TRANSPORTI NG THOSE PATI ENTS TO THE HOSPI TAL, I'T WASN T TO
CEDARS- SI NAI  THAT THEY VWENT TO, THEY DIDN T GO OVER TO THE
VEST SI DE, THEY WENT TO KI NG DREW BECAUSE THEY KNEW THAT THAT
WAS THE PLACE THAT THEY HAD TO GO TO I F THEY WERE GO NG TO GET
THE CARE THAT WAS GO NG TO SAVE THEI R LI VES AND TCDAY THEY ARE
ALI VE!I' NOW ONE OF THE THI NGS THAT | DI D AND THE CONGRESSWOVAN
DCESN T KNOW ABOQUT THI S BUT HER FRI END, WHO TESTI FI ED VERY,
VERY ELOQUENTLY, ELAI NE KNOAS ABOUT | T, BECAUSE | TALKED TO
HER ABOUT I T, | VEENT AHEAD AND | COUNT-- AND | CONTACTED THE

| SRAELI CONSUL- GENERAL OF L. A UNFORTUNATELY, | WAS UNABLE TO
GET A VWRI TTEN DECLARATI ON BECAUSE OF THE FACT THAT THE
CHARTER, WHI CH STATES THAT YOU CANNOT MAKE ANY TYPE OF MOVES
THAT W LL I NFER THE APPEARANCE OF GETTI NG | NVOLVED | N THE

| NTERNAL AFFAI RS OF THE REG ON THAT YOU ARE ASSI GNED TO.
HOWNEVER, THE VI CE CONSUL- GENERAL KNEW ALL ABOQUT THI S AND
REGRETTED THAT HE COULD NOT' SUPPLY US WTH A WRI TTEN

DECLARATI ON, BECAUSE | WOULD HAVE LI KED TO HAVE HAD THAT

VIRI TTEN DECLARATI ON FOR YOU TO READ.

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R COKAY. THANK YOU.

PEDRO BAEZ: BEFORE |-- JUST A MOMENT. BEFORE | GO, | WANT TO

SHARE SOVETHI NG W TH YOU. EVERY MORNI NG, AS | GET PREPARED TO
GO TO WORK, THE LAST THING THAT | PUT ON IS TH S MEDALLI ON
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1 THAT | WEAR AROUND MY NECK. YQU, ZEV, KNOWWHAT THIS IS. TH S
2 MY BROTHERS AND S| STERS, IS A HAIF. A HAIF MEANS TO LI FE.

3 EVERY FRI DAY NI GHT, WHEN WE BLESS THE W NE AT SHABBAT

4 SERVICES, WE SAY HAIF. TO LIFE. WE DO NOT GO AHEAD AND SAY "TO
5 DEATH. " REMEMBER THAT VWHEN YOU MAKE YOUR DECI SI ON. THANK YQU.

7 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOQU. [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

9 SUP. KNABE, CHAI R OKAY. YES, MA'AM [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE

10  CONTI NUES ]

11

12 ROSY WASHI NGTON: MY NAME | S ROSY WASHI NGTON, |'VE BEEN I N THE
13 COVMWUNITY-- | GREWUP IN TH S COWUNI TY AND, NEEDLESS TO SAY,
14 |'"M AGAINST THE CLOSURE OF THI S HOSPI TAL. WELL, THE CLOSURE OF
15 THI'S TRAUVA CENTER, WHI CH W LL | NEVI TABLY LEAD TO THE CLOSURE
16 OF THI S HOSPI TAL STEP BY STEP. BUT | WON T TAKE A LONG TI ME. |
17 JUST WANT TO ASK ONE QUESTI ON OF DR GARTHWAI TE. A COUPLE OF
18  YEARS AGO, WHEN YOU SET UP YOUR PHASE |11 PLANS, YOU CAME OVER
19 TO HARBOR HOSPI TAL, HARBOR MEDI CAL CENTER, AND YOQU SAI D THAT
20 HARBOR-- THERE WAS A CHO CE BETWEEN DOMWNSI ZI NG HARBOR OR

21 DOWNSI ZI NG KI NG AND, JUST FOR POLI TI CAL REASONS, THEY DECI DED
22 TO DOMSI ZE HARBOR. | JUST WANT TO KNOW WHAT YOU MEANT BY THAT
AT THE TI ME, CONSI DERI NG YOU WERE SAYI NG THAT HARBOR WAS,

LI KE, THE STELLAR, THE STAR OF THE COMPLEX. | WANTED TO KNOW
EXACTLY WHAT YOU MEANT BY THAT, CONSI DERI NG THESE DI FFERENT
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1 AREAS THAT THESE HOSPI TALS ARE PLACED IN. AT FIRST, YQU SAID
2 THAT I'T WAS BECAUSE OF-- | T WAS BECAUSE THERE WERE MORE

3 HGOSPI TALS AND MORE TRAUVA CENTERS, MORE SERVI CES | N THAT AREA
4 AND, IN TH S AREA, THERE WAS NOT THAT MANY-- NO SERVI CE AT

5 ALL. | JUST WANT TO KNOW WHAT HAPPENED TO CHANGE YOUR M ND?

6 AND VWHY | T WAS, I N YOUR ESTI MATI ON, JUST A PCLI TI CAL DECI SI ON?

8 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YQU. | MEAN, | COULD CLARI FY THAT FOR
9 YOU. THE REASON I T CHANGED I N THE RECOMVENDATI ON WAS THE

10 RECOVMENDATI ON CAME QUT OF THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT TO CLOSE

11 RANCHO LGOS AM G0s. YES, SIR

12

13 DR BRYAN HUBBARD: HI . My NAME | S DR BRYAN HUBBARD, |'M ONE
14 OF THE TRAUVA SURGEONS HERE AT M L.K AND |'VE BEEN HERE FOR
15 THE LAST 12 YEARS, TAKI NG CARE OF PATI ENTS WHO WOULD HAVE

16 RAPIDLY BLED TO DEATH | F THEY WEREN T TRANSPORTED HERE

17 | MVEDI ATELY. THE CLOSURE OF THE TRAUMA CENTER W LL CAUSE

18 PATIENTS LIKE THIS TO SPEND THEI R LAST FEW M NUTES COF LI FE

19 BLEEDI NG TO DEATH I N THE BACK OF AN AVBULANCE. AND WE TRAUVA
20 SURCEONS SEE THE FI RSTHAND NEED FOR A TRAUVA CENTER IN THI S

21 VI OLENCE- PLAGUED COMVUNI TY. MANY OF YOU MAY HAVE READ ABOUT A
22 PATIENT | TOOK CARE OF A COUPLE MONTHS AGO, LEROY EPWRITE, IN
THE LCS ANGELES TIMES, IN A VERY WELL DONE ARTI CLE, A VERY
SURPRI SI NGLY VWELL DONE ARTI CLE, AND HE'S A LI VI NG EXAMPLE OF A
PATI ENT VWHO BENEFI TED FROM RAPI D TRANSPORT. | F THE TRAUNVA
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CENTER WERE TO CLOSE, BECAUSE OF THE LARGE NUMBER OF GUNSHOT
WOUNDS THAT OCCUR I N THE | MMEDI ATE RADI US OF THE HOSPI TAL, THE
MEDI CAL CENTER WOULD STI LL RECEI VE MANY PATI ENTS WHO ARE
BLEEDI NG TO DEATH, MANY BROUGHT BY PRI VATE CAR AND AMBULANCE
BECAUSE OF PROXIM TY. THE DI FFERENCE W LL BE THAT THE COUNTY
AND D.H S. WLL HAVE CRI PPLED OUR ABI LI TY TO BE ABLE TO SAVE
THESE PATI ENTS BECAUSE THE TRAUMVA CENTER IS SHUT DOAN AND
PEOPLE WLL DI E. | CHALLENGE EVERYBODY ON TH S PANEL, AND ALL
OF YOQU SUPERVI SORS, TO JON ME ONE NI GHT ON A TRAUVA CALL TO
SEE FI RSTHAND THE URGENCY W TH WHI CH My COVMUNI TY NEEDS THI S
TRAUVA CENTER. AND I WANT YQU TO LOOK | NTO THE EYES OF A

PATI ENT THAT' S BLEEDI NG TO DEATH AND TELL THEM THAT THEY AND
THE COVWUNI TY W LL BE BETTER SERVED | F THE TRAUVA CENTER | S
CLOSED. THANK YOU. [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR ASK THAT | DA BELL FOSSY JO N US, LEE
RUSSELL, G.ADYS RUSSELL, |F THEY'D JON US UP HERE I N THE
LI NE, PLEASE. YES, SIR

RANDY SM TH. OKAY. |'M RANDY SMTH. | AM A PATIENT. | AM
SKEPTI CAL AND CRI TI CAL OF THE MEDI CAL ESTABLI SHVENT. | TRY TO
STAY HEALTHY W TH ORGANI C FOOD, VI TAM N SUPPLEMENTS, EXERCI SE,
USI NG ALTERNATI VE METHODS, GO TO DOCTORS AS A LAST RESCORT. AS
A PATIENT, "M A PAIN IN THE NECK. | ARGUE W TH DOCTORS, OFTEN
DON' T FOLLOW THEI R ADVI CE AND HALF THE TIME | DON T TAKE THE
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1 DRUGS THEY PRESCRI BE. THAT'S WHO I AM AND | THI NK KI NG DREW | S
2 REALLY GOOD. |'VE HAD | NNUMERABLE APPO NTMENTS THERE, BEEN

3 SEEN IN FI VE DI FFERENT DEPARTMENTS, HAD MANY TESTS AND A

4 NUMBER OF DI FFERENT PROCEDURES AND | WAS ADM TTED FOR TWO DAYS
5 FOR SURGERY. I N ALL My EXPERI ENCE THERE, | NEVER SAW ANY SI GNS
6 OF I NCOVPETENCE OR NEGLI GENCE IN THE MEDI CAL CARE. [ APPLAUSE

7]

9 RANDY SM TH: THE DOCTORS ALL SEEMED TO KNOW THEI R STUFF, THEY
10 GAVE ME GOOD CARE AND | WSH | HAD SOVETI MES FOLLOWNED THEI R

11 ADVI CE MORE. ALL THE MEDI CAL PERSONNEL, DOCTORS, NURSES AND

12 TECHS, ARE N CE PECPLE WHO CARE ABOUT HELPI NG PATI ENTS. FROM
13 EVERYTHI NG | ' VE SEEN, | HAVE TO BELI EVE THAT THE BAD REPORTS
14 YOU HEAR ON THE MEDI A ARE | SOLATED CASES, THE EXCEPTI ON RATHER
15  THAN THE RULE, AND THAT THEY HAVE BEEN SOUGHT OUT TO DI SCREDI T
16 KING DREW KI NG DREW - KI NG DREW HAS REALLY HELPED ME. | N

17 FACT, | WOULD HAVE LI TERALLY DI ED HAD I T NOT BEEN FOR THEI R

18 CARE AND | SEE PATI ENTS OFTEN WHO ARE | N WORSE SHAPE THAN ME.
19 SO KING DREW IS A REALLY GOOD THI NG AND NOW YOU RE

20 CONSI DERI NG TAKING I T AWAY FROM US. | F NOT OUTRI GHT, THEN

21 Pl ECEMEAL. WHOA, IS THAT RI GHT? PLEASE, A LITTLE MORE. ..

22

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR | F YOU DON' T LI STEN TO YOUR DOCTOR, LI STEN
TO THE TI MER, PLEASE. THANK YOU.
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1 RANDY SM TH: PLEASE. PLEASE. |, | WAITED. PLEASE. YQU JUSTI FY
2 TH'S ON THE BASI S OF PROBLEMS AT KI NG DREW | SUSPECT MANY OF
3 THESE CHARGES ARE TRUVPED UP AND VWHAT REAL PROBLEMS DO EXI ST
4 ARE PERFECTLY UNDERSTANDABLE. IT'S A NATURAL CONSEQUENCE OF

5 | NADEQUATE FUNDI NG

7 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU.

9 RANDY SM TH: | F THERE ARE PROBLEMS5, THEY' RE | NADEQUATE

10  FUNDI NG THE CORRECT RESPONSE IS TO | NCREASE THE FUNDI NG, NOT
11  DECREASE | T. THAT SEEMS ELEMENTARY. BUT, REALLY, THE SI TUATI ON
12 | S TRANSPARENT. | T'S CLEAR THAT WHAT YOU RE DO NG I S CREATI NG
13 A VIC QUS CYCLE, YOU REDUCE FUNDI NG AND, WHEN PROBLEMS OCCUR
14 AS A RESULT, YOU USE THOSE PROBLEMS TO JUSTIFY REDUCING | T

15 FURTHER.

16

17 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. THANK YOU. THANK YQU. YES,

18 MA'AM [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

19

20 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR YOU CAN SUBMT IT. SIR, SUBMT IT. YOQU CAN
21 SUBM T THE WHOLE STATEMENT I N WRI TI NG FOR THE RECORD. YOU CAN
22 SUBM T THE WHOLE STATEMENT I N WRI TI NG FOR THE RECORD. YES,

VA" AM
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1 MARY ANN RUSH: THANK YOU. GOCD EVENI NG MY NAME |S MARY ANN
2 RUSH

4 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR EXCUSE ME, BEFORE YOUR TI ME STARTS, |'D ASK
5 THAT | DABELL FOSSY, LEE RUSSELL AND GLADYS RUSSELL. OKAY. YES,
6 MA' AM SORRY.

8 MARY ANN RUSH: THAT'S OKAY. MY NAME IS MARY ANN RUSH, | AM AN
9 RN AND I LIVE IN AGOURA HI LLS. | TRAVELED AN HOUR AND A HALF
10 TONIGHT TO GET HERE BECAUSE THI S | S NOT A LOCAL PROBLEM TH S
11 IS AN L. A COUNTY PROBLEM | CONSIDER THI S MY PROBLEM THAT' S
12 VWHY "M HERE TONIGHT. "M AN R N. AND | TOOK CARE OF PECPLE I N
13 THEI R HOVES. MANY OF THEM WERE FALLI NG APART AND NEEDED TO BE
14 RUSHED RI GHT BACK. | DI D TAKE CARE OF PATIENTS IN TH S AREA

15 WHEN | WAS | N HOVE HEALTHCARE. KI NG DREW MEDI CAL CENTER NEEDS
16 TO BE SAVED. I T IS NON THE PATI ENT. THI S HOSPI TAL W LL SAVE

17 THE LI VES OF CHI LDREN, PARENTS, GRANDPARENTS, POLI CE OFFI CERS,
18 FI REMEN, OR EVEN PUBLI C HEALTH WORKERS THAT ARE OUT WORKI NG | N
19 OUR SCCI ETY. |IT DOESN T MATTER WHAT NEI GHBORHOOD A PERSON

20 LIVES I N BECAUSE WE ALL TRAVEL ON THE FREEWAY DAILY. A PERSON
21  FROM THE VALLEY CAN BE TRAVELI NG TO DI SNEYLAND AND | NJURED AND
22 NEED KING DREW A PERSON ON A SCHOCOL BUS W TH 36 STUDENTS CAN
BE TRAVELI NG TO ONE OF OUR LOCAL MUSEUMS AND BE IN A TERRI BLE
BUS ACCI DENT AND NEED KI NG DREW THAT'S 38 PECPLE NEEDI NG
CARE. 38 PEOPLE THAT DON' T NEED TO BE SCATTERED ABCUT, THEY
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1 NEED TO BE BROUGHT TO THE PLACE THAT CAN TAKE CARE OF THEM AND
2 TAKE CARE OF THEM QUI CKLY. CARE NEEDS TO BE | MPLEMENTED | N

3 NNE TO 15 M NUTES OR DEATH W LL RESULT. NOT WON' T OR M GHT,

4 | T WLL RESULT. CLOSING TH S TRAUVA CENTER TAKES AVWAY THE HOPE
5 AND SAFETY OF ALL THE PEOPLE IN THI S AREA. THIS AREA | S

6 DESPERATE FOR CARE. THE DOCTORS THAT ARE GO NG TO | RAQ COVE

7 HERE BECAUSE I T IS JUST LIKE A WAR ZONE. W THOUT DREW

8 KINGSIC] TRAUMA CENTER, I T WLL BE A KILLING ZONE. THE LI FE

9 YOU SAVE MAY BE YOUR OAN. WE ALL DRI VE THESE ROADS, WE ALL

10 NEED | MVEDI ATE CARE WHEN AN ACCI DENT OR A DI SASTER LI KE AN

11 EARTHQUAKE OCCURS. PLEASE CONSI DER THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF

12 YOUR CI TI ZENS AND ALL THE TOURI STS THAT COVE TO THE LOS

13 ANCELES AREA. USE THE DOLLARS FROM THE DOCTOR RELOCATI ON

14 PROGRAM TO BRI NG DOCTORS TO AREAS THAT ARE UNDERSERVI CED AND
15 NEEDED. ALSO, PUT TOGETHER A ROSE PROGRAM SO THAT, EVERY TI ME
16 WE BUY A ROSE AND PLANT I T IN QUR CITY PARKS, $5 WLL GO TO

17  HELP SAVE THE TRAUMA CENTER. |'D BUY ONE.

18

19 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. THANK YOQU. [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE
20 ]

21

22 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR |I'D ASK DANI EL TAYLOR, COACH CARR AND RUTH
DARBY TO JO N US, PLEASE. YES, SIR
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1 MORRIS RIFFIN "M MORRI'S GRIFFIN, BETTER KNOAWN AS BI G MONEY
2 GRIFF, COMVUNI TY ACTI VI ST AND LEADER AND | STAND BEFORE YQOU AS
3 NOI' ONLY A SHOP STEWARD BUT |' M ALSO ON THE BARGAI NI NG TABLE

4 TO THE CUSTODI ANS THAT WORK FOR THE COUNTY. AND | JUST TH NK

5 |IT"S A SHAME AND A PITY THAT WE HAVE TO BE STANDI NG HERE

6 FIGHTI NG FOR MARTI N LUTHER KI NG AS YOU ALL KNOW THE TRAUNA

7 CENTER HAS TRAI NED THE ARMY, THE NAVY, THE AIR FORCE, THE

8 MARI NES. WE HAVE A LEGACY THAT NEEDS TO STAND. |'M ALSO THE

9 CHAI RPERSON AND FOUNDER OF A GROUP CALLED NCREW WHI CH IS THE
10  NATI ONAL COALI TI ON FOR REPARATI ONS AND ECONOM C WEALTH. VWHY AM
11 | SAYING THAT? BECAUSE | THINK IT'S A DISSERVICE, IT S

12 DI SRESPECTFUL TO DI SRESPECT DOCTOR MARTI N LUTHER KING A CVIL
13RI GHTS MAN THAT HELPED EVERY MAN, WOMAN, CHI LD IN TH S COUNTRY
14 AND HOW CAN | FORGET, CHARLES R DREW WHO DEALT W TH BLOOD

15  PLASMVA. | CAN T BELI EVE THAT WE ARE STANDI NG HERE FI GHTI NG TO
16 KEEP THI S TRAUMA CENTER OPEN. IT IS A SHAVE AND A PITY THAT

17 YOU, KNABE, YOU, ZEV, YOU, ANTONOVI CH, ARE NOT ON THE SAME

18 SIDE AS BOARD OF SUPERVI SOR, YVONNE BRATHWAI TE- BURKE. GLORI A
19 MOLINA, |'M EXPECTI NG BETTER FROM YOU. |'M EXPECTI NG BETTER

20 FROM YQU. [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

21

22 MRRIS GRIFFIN: AND AS FOR YOU, GARTHWAI TE, THREE YEARS, THREE
YEARS | T TOOK YOU TO GET US TO WHERE WE ARE AND NOW WE' RE

PAYI NG $13 M LLION MORE. WE FEEL AS THOUGH YOQU SET US UP BY

DI SENFRANCHI SI NG VARI QUS DEPARTMENTS I N OUR HOSPI TAL. IT IS
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1 WVWRONG AND | T HAD TO GO DOWN THE WAY | T VENT DOMN. SO I ASK OF

2 YOU TO RESIGN. [ CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ]

4 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR ASK THAT LEWS... [ I NTERJECTI ONS ]

6 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR LEWS RILLO FLORENCE ATKINS AND | BELI EVE
7 I T"S CHRI STI NE KOUNDAKJI AN TO JO N US. YES, MA' AM

9 DR JOANNE W LLIAMS: MY NAME IS DR. WLLIAMS. |'M ACTUALLY

10 HERE TO READ THE TESTI MONY OF DR. MARCELLE W LLOCK, WHOSE

11 MOTHER HAS JUST BEEN HOSPI TALI ZED AND SHE HAD TO LEAVE. AS YQU
12 KNOW SHE'S THE DEAN OF OUR COLLEGE OF MEDI CI NE. BUT FI RST |

13 WANT TO SAY WHAT' S MOST DI STURBI NG TO ME, |'VE BEEN SI TTI NG I N
14 THE BACK WATCHI NG AND OBSERVI NG AND THE EXPRESSI ON THAT | SEE
15 ON THE FACES OF THE MAJORITY YOQU | S A FACE OF UNCONCERN. YOUR
16 MND IS MADE UP. | RREGARDLESS OF WHAT WE DO, WE FEEL THAT YQU
17 ARE WASTI NG OQUR TI ME AND YOUR TI ME. JUST BY OBSERVATI ON, |

18 THINK IT'S VERY DI STURBING |'M AN EMERGENCY PHYSI Cl AN. |' VE
19 BEEN CERTI FI ED AND RECERTI FI ED. 1'VE WORKED AT A LOT COF

20 PRI VATE HOSPI TALS AND TO YOQU, MR YAROSLAVSKY, THE TRAUNA

21  SURCGEONS AT CALI FORNI A HOSPI TAL, ST. FRANCES, ST. MARY' S,

22 HARBOR GENERAL, THE MAJORITY OF THOSE SURGEONS WERE TRAI NED AT
MARTI N LUTHER KING SO, |IF OUR SURCEONS ARE | NCOWPETENT, THEN
THEI R SURCGEONS ARE | NCOMPETENT AND | THI NK YOU OAE US, AS
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1  HEALTHCARE WORKERS AND EXCELLENT MEDI CAL PROVI DERS-- MR
2 YAROSLAVSKY, |'M SPEAKI NG TO YOU!

4  SUP. YARCSLAVSKY: MA'AM 1'M TRYI NG TO VERI FY WHETHER THE
5 STATEMENT YOQU JUST MADE |'S ACCURATE OR NOT.

7 DR JOANNE WLLIAMS: IT IS

9 SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: SO - WELL, I KNONYOU THINK I T I S.

10

11 DR JOANNE WLLIAMS: ITIS ITIS.

12

13 SUP. YARCSLAVSKY: MAYBE |IT DOESN' T MATTER TO YOU WHETHER I T' S
14  ACCURATE OR NOT BUT | T WOULD BE | NTERESTI NG FOR ME TO KNOW

15

16 DR JOANNE WLLIAMS: IT IS ACCURATE. AND | F YOU CHECK THE

17 PHYSI Cl AN ROSTERS, YOU W LL SEE THAT THE MAJORI TY OF THOSE

18  PHYSI Cl ANS VWERE TRAI NED AT KI NG DREW MEDI CAL CENTER AND |

19 DON T DI SRESPECT YOU AND | DON T APPRECI ATE YOU DI SRESPECTI NG
20 ME AS BEI NG A DOUBLE BOARDED EMERGENCY PHYSI Cl AN. |

21 | NTERJECTI ONS ]

22

DR JOANNE W LLIAMS: AND WTH THAT, | DON T THI NK |'LL HAVE
THE OPPORTUNI TY TO READ DR. WLLOCK' S STATEMENT AND | THI NK
| T"S VERY DI STURBING. .. [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]
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DR, JOANNE W LLIAMS: ... VERY DI STURBI NG THAT YOU DI SRESPECT ME
AS AN EDUCATED. . .

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR PLEASE, |IF YOU RE GO NG TO READ THE
STATEMENT, READ THE STATEMENT.

DR. JOANNE W LLIAMS: ...BLACK WOMAN-- DO YOU W SH ME TO READ
| T2 [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R PLEASE. SO SHE CAN READ THE STATEMENT,
PLEASE. PLEASE QUI ET DOWN SO WE CAN LI STEN.

DR JOANNE WLLIAMS: MR KNABE, | WLL READ THE STATEMENT BUT

LET THE RECORD SHOW THAT | DON' T LIKE... [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]
DR. JOANNE W LLI AVB: . ..BElI NG DI SRESPECTED AS AN EDUCATED
BLACK WOVAN. [ APPLAUSE ] [ GAVEL | [ WA STLES ]

DR, JOANNE W LLI AMS: DEAR SUPERVI SORS-- THI S | S FROM DOCTOR
MARCELLE W LLOCK. DEAR SUPERVI SORS, THANK YOU FOR ALLOW NG US
TO PRESENT OUR PO NT OF VIEWIN TH S BEI LENSON HEARI NG THE
CLOSURE OF THE TRAUVA CENTER W LL ADVERSELY | MPACT THE

UNI VERSI TY AND I TS PHYSI CI ANS AND MEDI CAL STUDENT TRAI NI NG
PROGRAMS. VWHEN THE MARTI N LUTHER KI NG HOSPI TAL WAS
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ESTABLI SHED, THE COUNTY ESTABLI SHED A COVPACT W TH THE

UNI VERSI TY. THEREFORE, WHENEVER THE COUNTY PLANS TO MAKE
CHANGES AT THE HOSPI TAL, |'T MJUST NECESSARI LY CONSULT WTH THE
UNI VERSI TY AND TAKE | NTO CONSI DERATI ON THE | MPACT ON THE

UNI VERSI TY' S PROGRAMS. THE COLLEGE OF MEDI CI NE W LL HAVE A
ACCREDI TATION SITE VISIT I N JANUARY BY THE LI Al SON COW TTEE
OF MEDI CAL EDUCATI ON, AND YOUR DECI SION TO CLOSE THE TRAUNVA
CENTER W LL MOST LI KELY HAVE A DI RECT NEGATI VE | MPACT ON OUR
ACCREDI TATI ON, JUST AS THE FAI LURE OF THE HOSPI TAL TO LI VE UP
TO I TS SHARED RESPONSI Bl LI TIES W TH THE RESI DENCY PROGRAMS HAD
A NEGATI VE | MPACT ON OUR | NSTI TUTI ONAL ACCREDI TATI ON BY THE

A .C GME LGOS ANGELES COUNTY HAD A POPULATION CF 9.9 M LLION
AND 13 TRAUVA CENTERS, DOWN FROM 23 I N THE 1980S. I N 2002, NEW
YORK CI TY HAD 17 TRAUVA CENTERS FOR A POPULATION OF 8 M LLI ON
WTH A DENSI TY MUCH GREATER THAN LOS ANGELES. | N 2002, THE

MAI N NUMBER OF CASES NEW YORK CI TY TRAUMA CENTERS HANDLED WAS
1,535 WTH A RANGE OF 1,021 TO 2,221. 7.9% OF THEI R CASES HAVE
A SURVEY SEVERI TY SCORE, | NJURY SEVERI TY SCORE OF GREATER THAN
15 AND THE NUMBERS OF SUCH REALLY | NJURED PATI ENTS RANCGE FROM
45 TO 179. COWARE THOSE TO KING S NUMBERS I N 2002. 2,723
CASES WTH 14% OR 385 HAVI NG AN | NJURY SEVERI TY SCORE OF MCORE
THAN 15. I N 2003, KING S TRAUVA CASES WERE 2, 149 WTH, AGAIN,
14% OR 296 HAVI NG AN I NJURY SEVERI TY SCORE OF. ..

SUP. MOLI NA: MA' AM DO YOU WANT TO SUMVARI ZE? YOUR TIME IS UP.
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DR JOANNE WLLIAMS: ... MORE THAN 15. HOW CAN YOU EVEN

CONSI DER THAT THE COVMUNI TY CAN DO W THOUT THI S | MMEDI ATE- -
| MVEDI ACY OF THE KI NG DREW MEDI CAL CENTER. THE L. A. TIMES. ..

SUP. MOLINA: MA' AM DO YOU WANT TO SUMVARI ZE? YOUR TIME IS UP.
[ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

SUP. MOLI NA: SORRY.

DR JOANNE W LLIAMS: THE L. A TIMES RECENTLY. ..

SUP. MOLI NA: YOU CAN SUBM T YOUR WRI TTEN STATEMENT.

DR, JOANNE W LLIAMS: ...HAD AN ARTI CLE BY PREPONDERANCE OF

TRAUVA SO THE L. A. TIMES IS THE ESSENCE | N GETTI NG A PATI ENT

TO ..

SUP. MOLI NA: MA" AM

DR, JOANNE W LLIAMS: ... THE TRAUVA CENTER

SUP. MOLINA: NOW.. [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]
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SUP. MOLI NA: UNLESS YOU RE NEXT. ARE YOU LU S GARI LLO? [
2 I NTERJECTI ONS ]

4 SUP. MOLINA: MA'AM YOUR TIME IS UP. [ I NTERJECTI ONS ]

6 SUP. MOLINA: WE HAVE RUTH DARBY, FLORENCE ATKINS... [
7 I NTERJECTI ONS ]

9 SUP. MOLINA:® M SS DARBY? PLEASE. YOUR TURN.

10

11 RUTH DARBY: YES, | REALLY HATE TO-- | SHOULD TAKE MY SEAT IF
12 YOU WON' T LET HER SPEAK. SO |'LL JUST LET HER TAKE MY TIME. |
13 APPLAUSE ]

14

15 SUP. MOLINA: YOU RE ON. [ WHI STLES ] [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

16

17 SUP. MOLINA: CAN YOU START HER TI ME AGAI N, PLEASE?

18

19 DR JOANNE WLLIAMS: THE LOS ANGELES TIMES RECENT ARTI CLE BY
20 JILL LEDBY SHOWS THAT THE PREPONDERANCE OF TRAUMA SURROUNDS
21 THI'S HOSPI TAL, NO OTHER HOSPI TAL BUT THI'S HOSPI TAL. TIME IS OF
22 THE ESSENCE | N GETTI NG PATI ENTS TO A TRAUMA CENTER | F DHS
CLOSES THE TRAUMA CENTER, UNDOUBTEDLY MANY OF THESE NURSES

W LL LEAVE OR BE REASSI GNED BY DHS TO WORK | N OTHER COUNTY
TRAUMA CENTERS SO THAT KI NG W LL NOT HAVE DECOMPRESSI ON.
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1 SIMLARLY, THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVI CES MAY REASSI GN SOVE
2 OF THE SURG CAL PHYSI Cl ANS AND FURTHER CONTRI BUTE TO THE

3 DEPLETI ON OF SERVI CES AT KI NG DREW MEDI CAL CENTER. ALL OF

4 VHCH WLL BE IN VI OLATI ON OF THE COURT ORDER NOT TO REDUCE

5 SERVI CES. WHY HAS THE CONDI TI ON OF THE KI NG HOSPI TAL BECOVE SO
6 SEVERE? BECAUSE OF YEARS OF M SMANAGEMENT BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
7 HEALTH SERVI CES, | NTENSI FI ED OVER THE LAST TWO YEARS W TH AN

8 EMPHASI S ON COST CUTTI NG AND NOT ON QUALITY OF CARE. IN

9 ADDI TION TO THAT, AS DR O LEARY OF JCAHO STATED, THE LACK OF
10 PROPER OVERSI GHT BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS ONLY COVPOUNDS

11 THE PROBLEM AS YOU W LL RECALL, THE COURT RULED, ON JUNE

12 25TH, 2003, THAT THE PUBLI C HEALTH SERVI CES COULD GO FORWARD
13 W TH STAFFI NG REDUCTI ONS AT KI NG DREW AND HEALTH CENTERS BUT
14 WAS NOT ALLOVNED TO MAKE ANY SERVI CE REDUCTI ONS W THOUT HOLDI NG
15 BEI LENSON HEARI NGS, YET D.H S. PROCEEDED TO MAKE SERVI CE

16 REDUCTI ONS AT KI NG DREW I N VI OLATI ON OF THE COURT ORDER. THE
17 REDUCTI ONS | N NURSI NG WERE PARTI CULARLY EGREQ OQUS I N LI GHT OF
18 THE ACU TY OF THE | LLNESS OF OUR PATI ENTS, THE VOLUME OF

19 TRAUVA AND THE | MPENDI NG CALI FORNI A NURSE/ PATI ENT RATI O LAW

20 NURSES WERE CASCADED OQUT OF KING IN THE EARLY 2003. THE THEN
21 C E O FAILED TO AUTHORI ZE THE H RI NG OF 60 NURSES, WHO HAD

22 BEEN RECRUI TED BY THE NURSI NG DI RECTOR FOR THE HOSPI TAL.
APPALLED AT THE FAI LURE TO ACT BOTH BY LOCAL LEADERSHI P I N
DHS , | WROTE DR. GARTHWAI TE IN APRI L 2003 TELLING HHMIT
APPEARED D. H. S. WAS FACI LI TATING M L. K 'S | MPLOSI ON AND THAT
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1 THE FOCUS NEEDED TO BE ON QUALITY CARE AND NOT JUST ON COST
2 CUTTING RECOGN ZI NG THAT THE SHORTAGE OF NURSES WOULD | MPEDE
3 CARE, THE PHYSI CI AN CH EFS OFFERED TO HELP RECRU T NURSES AND
4 THE UN VERSI TY. ..

6 SUP. MOLINA: YOUR TIME IS UP, NMA" AM

8 DR JOANNE W LLIAMS: ...COFFI CE TO RESPOND TO FOREI GN NURSES
9 JUST AS...

10

11 SUP. MOLINAT MA'AM YOUR TWO M NUTES ARE UP, PLEASE.

12

13 DR JOANNE WLLIAMS: ...BUT A LOT OF THESE OFFERS HAVE

14 RESULTED. . .

15

16 SUP. MOLI NA: COULD WE HAVE FLORENCE ATKI NS UP? FLORENCE

17 ATKINS? CHRISTINE... [AUDI O OFF THEN ON|

18

19 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR NOW YQU CAN SUBM T THAT-- YOU CAN SUBM T
20 THE WRI TTEN TESTI MONY.

21

22 SUP. MOLI NA: CHARLES BRI STER BRI STER I S. . .

SPEAKER: NO. | HAVE A PO NT OF | NQUI RY.
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SUP. MOLI NA: EXCUSE ME. LET ME JUST CALL UP SOME NANMES,

PLEASE? CHARLES BRI STER CHARLES. THANK YQU, SIR KATHERI NE
LEWS. MARGARET TOLMER. ROBERTA BRUNY, ROBERTA? UVASI A MORRI S-
GAF. THANK YOU, MA' AM VENDY LI ONS. BARBARA BUTLER. SHARON
ROGERS. LASTI ER WLSON. MR WLSON. ALL RI GHT. SORETTA BUTLER
ARE YOU HERE, M SS BUTLER? M SS BUTLER? THANK YQU. JO ELLEN
SCHUMATTE. BRANDON JACKSON. YES, SIR THANK YOU. ALL RI GHT.

SPEAKER: | HAVE A PO NT OF I NQUIRY. THE QUESTION I S, DO YQU
RECALL AT THE BEGQ NNI NG OF TH S HEARI NG WHEN CONGRESSWOVAN
WATERS STOOD UP AND ASKED | F YOU COULD EXTEND TH S HEARI NG SO
THAT YOU COULD HEAR FROM THE COVMUNI TY MEMBERS? FOR FAR TOO
LONG, YOU HAVE ACTED UNACCOUNTABLE TO ANY OF THE COVMUNI TY
MEMBERS HERE. . .

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R EXCUSE Mg, NA' AM

SPEAKER: ... AND TCODAY, ANY TIMES FOR YOU TO HEAR WHAT THE

COMVUNI TY MEMBERS HAVE TO SAY! PLEASE DO NOT CUT ANYBODY ELSE

OFF!' PLEASE LI STEN AND | F YOU DO NOT HAVE THE TI ME TODAY,

PLEASE EXTEND | T UNTIL TOMVORROW

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE | [ GAVEL ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R COKAY. THANK YOU.
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GLADYS RUSSELL: MY NAME | S GLADYS RUSSELL AND TO THE YOUNG MAN
THAT'S SITTI NG THERE, WHEN | YIELD MY TIME TO THE DOCTOR, |'D
LI KE TO THANK YOU FOR THAT. MRS. MOLI NA, YOU RE A VERY RUDE
PERSON. [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

GLADYS RUSSELL: | MEAN NO DI SRESPECT TO ANY OF YOU. YOU-- YOU
- YOQU ARE SITTING I N A SEAT AND EVERY ONE OF YOU UP THERE, OUR
TAX DOLLARS, THE TAX DOLLARS ARE PAYI NG YOUR WAGES. THESE
PEOPLE HERE AT THI S HOSPI TAL-- | HAVE BEEN TO MARTI N LUTHER
KING 1'VE SAT IN THE ROOM AND SEEN THEM COME I N, THROAN ON
THE SI DEWALK, PECPLE FROM THE STREETS. AS THEY SAY, ALL THE
THI NGS BEEN DESCRI BED TO YOU, YQOU STILL DON' T HAVE ANY
COMPASSI ON.  YOU RE TOO COLD!I YOU GOT TO BE HUMBLED. MRS.

BRAI THWAI TE, | WAS DOWN AT ONE OF THE MEETI NGS AND | SPOKE
BEFORE YOQU. | DON'T MEAN TO BE OFFENSI VE TO ANYBODY BUT THI S
'S AN | MPORTANT | SSUE HERE TODAY. | T'S ALREADY GETTI NG DARK
QUTSI DE BUT, BEFORE I T'S OVER, AND WHEN THE EARTHQUAKE STOPS
SHAKI NG, THE W NDOAS STOP FALLI NG ONE OF YOUR KIDS OR MY

KI DS, OR GRANDKI D NEEDS A DOCTOR OR NEEDS SOVETHI NG THEY

AIN T GO NG TO TAKE TI ME TO WORRY ABOUT NO DR GARTHWAI TE AND-
- NONE OF YOU UP THERE. YOU RE GO NG TO LOOK FOR SHELTER. AND,
BELI EVE ME, YOQU SEE WHAT' S HAPPENI NG TO YOUR BOYS I N | RAQ YQU
SEE VWHAT' S HAPPENI NG TO ALL THESE PEOPLE THROUGHOUT THE
COUNTRY. YOUR TIME | S THESE PECPLE' S TI ME. AT LEAST LI STEN TO
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1 THEM HEAR THEIR CRI ES. THEY' RE TELLING YOU THE TRUTH. FACE
2 THE FACTS. THE FACTS HAVE BEEN PRESENTED TO YOU HERE. THEY
3 TOOK-- PEOPLE CAME FROM THE STATE. YOU RE A LI TTLE BUNCH OF
4 NOTHI NG COVPARED TO THE STATE. HEAR US. YOU DON T HAVE TO BE
5 RUDE. |F YOU DON' T LIKE WHAT WE SAY, AT LEAST KEEP QUI ET. |
6 APPLAUSE ]

8 GLADYS RUSSELL: NOW | DON T HAVE THE PH.D. THAT ERNIE SM TH

9 BACK THERE HAS BUT | WAS BORN W TH ONE: POVERTY, HUNCER,

10 DETERM NATI ON. AND WE FROM COVPTON, | LIVE IN COVWPTON I N A

11 LITTLE SMALL THREE BEDROOM HOUSE, 1'VE TOOK CARE OF 27 OF

12 SOVEBCODY ELSE' S KIDS, TOOK A OLD MAN OFF THE STREETS, BROUGHT
13 H M HERE TO MARTI N LUTHER KI NG HALF THE FACE OPENED, PECPLE
14 TURNED THEIR NOSE UP AT HM | BATHED HM TOOK CARE OF H M

15 AND MARTI N LUTHER KI NG SAVED H M THEY EXTENDED H S LIFE. HE' S
16 DEAD NOW BUT HE VENT HOME TO GLORY AND ONE THI NG HE LOVED, HE
17 LOVED MARTI N LUTHER KING | LOVE MARTI N LUTHER KI NG AND | LOVE
18 ALL THE C TI ZENS.

19

20 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU.

21

22 GLADYS RUSSELL: REGARDLESS TO WHAT COLOR YOU ARE OR VWHO YQU
ARE, YOU RE GO NG TO NEED-- MARTI N LUTHER KI NG GO NG TO SAVE
SOVE OF YQU, JUST AS THEY SAI D.
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SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU.

GLADYS RUSSELL: ACCI DENTS HAPPEN. SI R, YOU CAN EXTEND THE
TIME, BUT I'D LIKE FOR YOU TO KNOW THAT |'M GO NG TO BE
FIGHTING. |'M AN OLD LADY PUSHI NG 80 YEARS OLD, |'LL BE
FIGHTING, |'M GO NG TO OUTLI VE SOVE OF YOU UP THERE! |
APPLAUSE ]

GLADYS RUSSELL: BECAUSE MARTI N LUTHER KI NG GO NG TO BE SAVED.

[ APPLAUSE ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR |'D ASK... [ APPLAUSE CONTI NUES ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR ...RONALD, RONALD HAYDEN. |S RONALD HAYDEN
STI LL HERE?

MALE VO CE: YEAH, HE S PRESENT.

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R CERALDI NE GORAM SAMUEL GARDENER, JR IS
SAMUEL HERE? THANK YOQU, SI R AND RHONDA? RHONDA? OKAY. YES,
SIR. GO AHEAD.

LETHESTER W LSON: YES. HELLO. MY NAME | S LETHESTER W LSON, THE
TRAUVA SUPERVI SORS OVER AT KI NG DREW MEDI CAL CENTER AT- -
DURI NG THE 11-TO-7 SH FT. 1'M HERE BASI CALLY BECAUSE |' M VERY
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1 I NTERESTED I N WHAT' S GO NG ON FOR THE TRAUVA CENTER FOR THE
2 FACT OF | LIKE TO TAKE CARE OF THE PECPLE THAT |I TAKE CARE CF.
3 | CAME ON ANOTHER OCCASI ON WHEN WE WERE DOMNTOWN AND WE SAT

4 BACK AND WE SPOKE ABQUT THI S SAME | SSUE AND, BASI CALLY, THE

5 DEEP CONCERN | S TRANSLATED WHAT YOQU SEE THE ACTIVITY OF THE

6 COWUNI TY HERE. ANY TI ME YOU HAVE THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE WHO COMVE
7 HERE AND TELL YOU THEI R WORRI ES, THEI R CONCERNS AND DI STRUST,

8 YOU KNOW DOGGONE WVELL THAT BASI CALLY SOVEBCDY SHOULD LI STEN TO
9 THEM THE DOCTORS HERE ARE TELLI NG THE TRUTH. | HAVE 32 YEARS
10 EXPERI ENCE AS A REG STERED NURSE, TAKI NG CARE OF PECPLE ALMOST
11 AT EVERY COUNTY HOSPI TAL YOU CAN THI NK OF AND A FEW PRI VATE

12 ONES. | PROBABLY HAVE MORE EXPERI ENCE | N HOSPI TAL SERVI CE THAN
13 MR GARTHWAI TE SITTING UP THERE, AND I'M GO NG TO SI T BACK AND
14 TELL YOU THFS RIGHT NOW | LOOK AROUND HERE AND | SEE THESE

15 DOCTORS AND | SEE THESE NURSES, SOME OF THEM WERE MEDI CAL

16  STUDENTS WHEN | WAS SI TTI NG AROCUND MANNI NG THE DESK AND

17 TRAINING THEM SOVE OF THEM WERE SI TTI NG BACK HERE | NTERNS

18 WHEN | WAS SITTI NG DO NG AND YOU SPEAK ABOUT CALI FORNI A

19 HOSPI TAL. VELL, LET ME G VE YOQU A LI TTLE SECRET ABOUT

20 CALI FORNI A HOSPI TAL. CALI FORNI A HOSPI TAL BASI CALLY HAS SOVE OF
21  THE FINEST DOCTORS I N THE WORLD THERE. THEY HAVE SOVE OF THE
22 FINEST NURSES I N THE WORLD THERE, AND, GUESS WHAT, THEY WERE
TRAI NED AT KI NG DREW MEDI CAL CENTER. WHEN YQU SI' T BACK AND GO
I NTO THE COVWUNI TY OF THE HOSPI TAL, WHEN YOU GO TO LONG BEACH
MEMORI AL AND JUST LI KE THE DOCTOR SAID I N WRI TTEN STATEMENT,
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1 ST. FRANCES, CENTI NELA, DANI EL FREEMAN, CEDARS-SI NAI, ALL THE
2 LISTS AND LI STS, THEY OAE A LOT TO WHAT WENT ON ACROSS THE

3 STREET OVER THERE AT KI NG DREW MEDI CAL CENTER. I N MY LIFE, WE
4 SIT BACK AND WE CORRELATE SERVI CES OVER THERE. | CAN TAKE A

5 PERSON WHO HAS SHOT ANY KI ND OF WAY, ANY PLACE YOU CAN NAME,

6 HEAD, TORSO, STOVACH, LIMBS AND I GUARANTEE YQU, | CAN GET

7 THEM ON THE OPERATI NG TABLE FASTER THAN ALMOST ANYBODY BECAUSE
8 | WAS TAUGHT AT KI NG DREW MEDI CAL CENTER. | WANT TO SIT BACK

9 AND TELL YOU ONE THI NG AND ONE THI NG HERE. |'M LOOKI NG AT Ms.
10 MOLINA RIGHT THERE. | HAD A PATI ENT WHO LOOKED JUST LI KE YOU.
11 SHE WAS SHOT | N THE ABDOVEN, SHE HAD A BABY, SHE WAS NI NE

12 MONTHS' PREGNANT. WE SAT BACK AND MOBI LI ZED THE TEAM WE HAD A
13 THREE COURT EFFORT, WE HAD NEUROSURGERY, GYN AND CGENERAL

14  SURGERY. THAT LADY WAS SI TTI NG BACK | N HER ROOM SURGERY AND
15 |IN HER ROOM W THI N THAT DAY. SHE WALKED OQUT OF THE HOSPI TAL.

16 HER BABY WAS DELI VERED. |'VE HAD PATI ENTS THAT LOCK LI KE YQU,
17 M SS BRATHWAI TE- BURKE. THEY WERE SI T BACK, GENTLE LADI ES, N CE
18 LADI ES, SWVEET LADI ES, WHO SAT BACK AND VWENT TO CHURCH AND A

19 BULLET CAME THROUGH THE CHURCH PEW AND SHOT HER I N THE HEAD.

20 YOU UNDERSTAND WE WORKED ALL NI GHT BUT WE SAVED HER. [|'VE HAD
21 PEOPLE WHO LOXX LI KE YQU, SIR, THAT WE SAT BACK AND WE SAVED.
22 AND WHEN THI S CGENTLEMAN, ZEV YARCSLAVSKY, SAT BACK AND TURNED
TO MR GARTHWAI TE, "IS THAT TRUE?" WELL, LET ME TELL YQOU,
BECAUSE |'VE LIVED THE LIFE. IT IS TRUE. WHEN SHE TELLS YQU
THAT KI NG DREW TRAI NS DOCTORS, WE' RE EVERYWHERE. [ APPLAUSE |
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SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. HAROLD GERON. | S HARCLD HERE?
FLOYD THOWPSON. |S FLOYD HERE. ALMA HOLLAND. 1S ALMVA HERE?
ANI TA THOVAS. COKAY. YES, SIR GO AHEAD.

CHARLES BRI STER: YES. CHARLES BRI STER, 1-800-UN TE-US. ALL YQU
GQUYS ARE OLD ENCUGH TO REMEMBER MARTI N LUTHER KI NG AND, |F
YOU RE OLD ENOUGH TO REMEMBER MARTI N LUTHER KI NG YOU RE OLD
ENOUGH TO REMEMBER WHEN A LOT OF US IN THIS ROOM DI DN T HAVE
OUR CONSTI TUTI ONAL RI GHTS, DIDN' T EVEN HAVE THE RI GHT TO VOTE,
COULDN T EVEN GO TO THE NEAREST HOSPI TAL, HAD TO GO TO A

HOSPI TAL FURTHER AWAY BECAUSE OF RACI AL PREJUDICE. | DON T
WANT TO GO BACK 40, 50 YEARS TO WHERE WE HAD TO GO TO A

HOSPI TAL FURTHER AWAY. AND YOU GQUYS SHOULD NOT MAKE THAT

DECI SI ON. THERE' S TOO MANY LI VES AT STAKE. THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE
WLL LOSE THEIR LI VES JUST BECAUSE OF THE EXTRA TRANSPORT
TIME. IT'S REALLY A COLD, COLD- BLOODED DECI SI ON THAT YOU GUYS
ARE THI NKI NG ABOUT MAKI NG AND I T DCESN T HAVE TO BE MADE. TALK
ABOUT MANAGEMENT, WELL, MAKE A GOOD MANAGEMENT DECI SI ON AND
PUT THOSE LI VES FI RST. FULLY STAFF THE HOSPI TAL. THAT SHOULD
BE NUMBER ONE. ZEV YAROSLAVSKY, ZEV, YOU MADE A STATENMENT
THURSDAY THAT | THI NK SHOULD REALLY DI SQUALI FY YOU FROM
PROCEEDI NG I N THI'S CASE. WHAT YOU SAI D ON THE NEWS WAS THAT
THERE WERE NO QUALI FI ED DOCTORS OR NURSES. NONE. AND | T'S BEEN

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
218



The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

November 15, 2004

The Meeting Transcript of

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

LI KE THAT FOR 40 YEARS. FOR YOU TO MAKE SUCH A BLANKET,
EXTREMELY BI ASED STATEMENT SHOULD DI SQUALI FY YOU.

SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: THAT IS NOT' A STATEMENT THAT | MADE.

CHARLES BRI STER: THAT' S WHAT YOU SAID. | SAWIT ON TELEVI SI ON.

SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: WELL, YOU GO GET ME THE QUOTE.

CHARLES BRI STER | SAW YOU. WHAT DO YOU THI NK YOU SAI D? WHAT
DO YOU THI NK YOU SAI D? THAT' S EXACTLY WHAT YOU SAID. YOU SAI D
THERE WERE NONE. [ GAVEL ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR GO AHEAD AND FI NI SH YOUR TESTI MONY.

CHARLES BRI STER: OKAY. AND CONTI NUI NG THE TESTI MONY, YOU NEED
TO OWN UP TO THAT BUT THE OTHER THING IS, TOO, IF MR

GARTHWAI TE RECOMVENDED THAT YOU GET A AMPUTATI ON, WOULDN T YQU
VWANT A SECOND OPI Nl ON? WE' RE TALKI NG ABOUT A THOUSAND LI VES.
NOT JUST ONE LI FE OR ONE AMPUTATI ON, HE' S TALKI NG ABQUT A
THOUSAND LI VES AND AMPUTATI NG THE TRAUMA CENTER. THAT' S NOT

RI GHT. THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]
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1 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR ALL RI GHT. DEBORAH ALLEN. | S DEBORAH HERE?
2  TAYLOR MAYFI ELD. NORM SWRIN. | APOLOG ZE IF I-- OKAY. WLLIE
3 HOCOD. RENEE RACHEL. OKAY. GO AHEAD.

5 SYREETA BUTLER THANK YOU VERY MJUCH. MY NAME IS SYREETA

6 BUTLER | AM COM NG FROM CAL STATE NORTHRI DGE. | AM A SEN OR

7 PSYCHOLOGY/ PEN- AFRI CAN STUDIES. |I'M COM NG TO YOU TODAY, TH' S
8 EVENI NG TON GHT, AS THE 25- AND- UNDER GENERATI ON. WE HAVEN T

9 BEEN REALLY REPRESENTED. THERE' S BEEN A LOT OF OLDER PECPLE

10 HERE. SORRY. IT'S THE WVAY IT IS. [ LAUGHTER ]

11

12 SYREETA BUTLER: BUT | WOULD LIKE TO LET YOU KNOW THAT OUR

13 VO CE NEEDS TO BE HEARD ALSO AND THAT WE DO HAVE A VO CE IN

14 VWHAT GOES ON I N THE KI NG DREW MEDI CAL CENTER AND THE TRAUVA

15 UNIT. I JUST WANT TO FI RST PO NT QUT THAT, FROM A

16 PSYCHOLOGE CAL ASPECT, BY THI' S TRAUMA CENTER BEI NG CLOSED, |IT
17 WOULD DO MORE HARM THAN GOOD | N THE PSYCHOLOQ CAL ASPECT OF

18 AFRI CAN- AMERI CAN AND LATI NO- AMERI CANS THAT LI VE I N THESE

19  SURROUNDI NG AREAS. A LOT OF THEM ALREADY-- A LOT OF US,

20 LATINGS, BLACK, |IT DOESN T MATTER, I F YOU LIVE IN THE

21 COVMUNITY AND YOU ARE TREATED AT KI NG DREW YOU ALREADY FEEL
22 THAT, BY BEING IN TH S COWUNI TY, YOU RE NOT HEARD. THAT'S THE
PSYCHOLOG CAL ASPECT OF DESTRUCTI ON AND YOU RE ONLY CONTI NUI NG
IT BY CLOSING THHS DOMN. SO | WOULD LI KE TO FI RST PUT THAT ON
YOUR M ND. VWHEN YOU HAVE THE POTENTI AL ON MAKI NG A DECI SI ON
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1 THAT M GHT START ANOTHER REVOLT, THAT M GHT BE SOVETH NG YQU
2 VWANT TO THI NK ABOQUT. | KNOW YOU GQUYS CAN DRI VE HOME TO THE SAN
3 FERNANDO VALLEY, THE ANTELOPE VALLEY AND DI FFERENT PLACES LI KE
4 THAT BUT THESE PEOPLE AND US, Mg, WE HAVE TO STAY HERE. BUT WE
5 CAN COVE TO YOUR COVWMUNI TI ES, TOO, AND WE CAN REVOLT I N YOUR

6 COVMMUNI TI ES. VWHAT WOULD HAPPEN? WOULD WE BE PUSHED OUT? |

7 MEAN, WHAT DO YOU WANT? | WOULD ALSO LI KE TO KNOW THAT THE

8 KI NG DREW MEDI CAL CENTER DOESN T ONLY-- I T DOESN T ONLY TREAT
9  GUNSHOT WOUNDS, STAB WOUNDS, OF GANG MEMBERS THAT DO DRI VE- BY
10 SHOOTI NGS AND ALL THI'S OTHER STUFF. THESE ARE PEOPLE THAT LI VE
11 IN TH'S COMUNI TY THAT HAVE A STRAY BULLET HT THEM H T THEI R
12 THREE- YEAR- OLD SON, DAUGHTER AND | ' M SPEAKI NG TO YQU DI RECTLY,
13 "M NOT' EVEN GO NG TO @ VE YOU ENOUGH RESPECT TO CALL YQU BY
14  YOUR LAST NAME, ZEV, BECAUSE YOU HAVE JUST DONE A DI SSERVI CE
15 BY PUTTI NG YOUR HANDS UP AND ALL THI S OTHER STUFF AND YQU

16 HAVEN T G VEN US ANY KIND OF RESPECT, SOl DON T THNK |'M

17 GO NG TO G VE YQU. ..

18

19 SUP. KNABE, CHAI R OKAY. THANK YOU.

20

21 SYREETA BUTLER HOLD ON. |'M NOT DONE.

22

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR WRAP I T UP.

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
221




November 15, 2004

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

1 SYREETA BUTLER OKAY. |'LL WRAP I T UP. | REALLY TH NK THAT
2 | T"S FUNNY THAT PEOPLE HERE EXPECT DOCTORS AND NURSES TO

3 REALLY DO AN ADEQUATE JOB ON 14- HOUR SHI FTS AND 15- HOUR SHI FTS
4 GO NG FOUR, FIVE DAYS TO A WEEK, BECAUSE YOQU RE TRYI NG TO MAKE
5 UP FOR THE MONEY THAT THEY COULD HAVE GOTTEN I N THE PRI VATE

6 SECTOR TH S I'S SOVETH NG THAT'S | MPORTANT. | THINK IT'S

7 REALLY FUNNY THAT, |F YOU WERE ASKED TO DO YOUR JOB FOR LESS

8 PAY, |'M REALLY, REALLY SURE THAT YOU PROBABLY WOULD TURN THE

9 OIHER CHEEK AND SAY, "I'M NOT." SO |1 DON' T THI NK THAT IT' S

10 RIGHT FOR PEOPLE TO SAY THAT NURSES AND DOCTORS AREN T DO NG A
11 ADEQUATE JOB BECAUSE THEY' RE TOLD THAT THEY HAVE TO DO 14, 15

12 HOURS TO SUPPORT THEI R FAM LY WHEN PHYSI CI ANS LI KE DR

13 GARTHWAI TE. . .

14

15 SUP. KNABE, CHAI R OKAY. THANK YOU.

16

17 SYREETA BUTLER: |'M NOT DONE.

18

19 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR YQOU TOLD ME YOU WERE GO NG TO WRAP I T UP. |
20 KNOW YOU RE PROBABLY NOT DONE BUT PLEASE |'M TRYI NG TO BE

21 FAIR

22

SYREETA BUTLER: SO | THI NK THAT I T'S REALLY | MPORTANT FOR ALL
OF YOU AND ALL OF US TO REALLY SI'T BACK AND WONDER, WHAT | S
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THE PSYCHOLOGQ CAL ASPECT OF WHAT YOUR POSI TIONS ARE GO NG TO
DO TO THE COWUNI TY THAT WE LIVE IN AS A VHOLE?

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR YES, SIR

BRANDON JACKSON: HOW S I T GO NG TONI GHT? MY NAME | S BRANDON
JACKSON AND | WOULD FI RST LI KE TO START OFF BY SAYING |'M A
VERY PROUD PATI ENT OF MARTI N LUTHER KING, |'M VERY PROUD OF
| T. [ APPLAUSE ]

BRANDON JACKSON: ANY TIME [ | NDI SCERNI BLE | EXEMPLARY SERVI CE,
RESPECT AND DI GNI TY, YOU KNOW BUT I'M NOT GO NG TO STAND UP
HERE AND KEEP ON SAYI NG, WELL, WE SHOULD KEEP I'T OPEN, AND WHY
AND EVERYTH NG BECAUSE YOU GUYS ALREADY HEARD ALL OF THAT. IF
THE COVPELLI NG STORY OF ALL THESE PECPLE ARE ALL MOVED-- THEN
YOU GUYS AREN T HUMAN. SO |'M NOT' GO NG TO SIT HERE AND STAND
UP HERE AND SAY, OKAY, YOQU GUYS SHOULD KEEP I'T OPEN. BECAUSE
YOU GUYS HAVE HEARD HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF CASES ALREADY
TH'S WHOLE DAY. SO YOU GUYS SHOULD JUST-- YOU KNOW WHAT |'M
SAYI NG, JUST KEEP I'T OPEN, YOU KNOA? | F YOU RE HUNVAN, YQU
WOULD KEEP | T OPEN. AND | WOULD LI KE TO THANK OR SHOW

APPRECI ATI ON TO YVONNE BRATHWAI TE- BURKE, GLORI A MCOLI NA, MAXI NE
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1 WATERS, NATE HOLDEN, EVERYBODY THAT PUT AN EFFORT | NTO KEEP I N
2 TH' S HOSPI TAL OPEN.

4 SUP. KNABE, CHAI R OKAY.

6 BRANDON JACKSON: SO [|'M SORRY, |'M SORRY, | APOLOG ZE.

8 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR ALL RI GHT. NO PROBLEM THANK YQU. YES,

©

MA' AM [ APPLAUSE ]

10

11 UMASI A MORRI S- GAF: NOT MOLINA. GOOD EVENI NG MEMBERS OF THE

12 BOARD. THIS IS A PERSONAL | SSUE FOR ME. . .

13

14 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR SHHH.

15

16 UMASI A MORRI S- GAF: |' M HERE BECAUSE, | N 2002, | WAS SAVED AT
17 KING | WAS SAVED IN THE E.R BY A VERY COVPETENT E.R STAFF
18 AND WHAT | WANT TO SAY IS THAT, WHEN | ARRI VED I N CRI Tl CAL

19 CONDITION IN THE EER ROOM | DID NOT HAVE TO COMPETE FOR

20 SERVI CES W TH TRAUMA PATI ENTS. THE TRAUMA PATI ENTS WERE | N THE
21 TRAUMA SECTI ON, WHI CH MEANT | WAS NOT BUMPED BEHI ND OR HAVE TO
22 WAI T ON THE TRAUMA PATI ENTS WHO TAKE PRI ORI TY WHEN THEY COME

23 IN. AND MAKE NO M STAKE, YOQU VE HEARD | T OVER AND OVER AGAI N
24 THAT WE, IN THI'S COMVUNI TY, MAYBE NOT YOU ALL, WE GO TO THE
25 NEAREST PLACE WHERE WE CAN RECEI VE SERVI CES. AND, FOR ME, |IT
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1 WAS KING NOW THERE ARE A COUPLE OF THI NGS THAT |'VE HEARD
2 TH'S EVENING ONE WAS ON THE | MPACT OF PATI ENTS WHO HAVE TO BE
3 TRANSPORTED FURTHER DI STANCE TO RECEI VE TREATMENT. WHAT | WANT
4 TO ALSO BRING TO YOUR ATTENTION I'S THAT THOSE AMBULANCES,

5 THOSE PARAMEDI CS ARE GO NG TO BE FURTHER FROM THE NEXT

6 PATIENT, THE NEXT CALL IS GO NG TO ALSO BE EXTENDED BY

7 PRECI QUS MOMENTS. YOU M GHT NOT CGET THEM EI THER [ APPLAUSE ]

9 UVMASI A MORRI S- GAF: AND ONE MORE THING TO DR GARTHWAITE, IT S
10 KIND OF HARD FOR ME TO BELI EVE THAT YOU COULD FI ND ADEQUATE

11 PERSONNEL FOR L. A U S. C.-- | MEAN L. A COUNTY-- COUNTY U. S.C
12 |IT"S KIND OF HARD FOR ME TO BELI EVE THAT YOU CAN STAFF

13 U C L.A HARBOR ADEQUATELY BUT, IN THE ENTI RE WORLD, YOU CAN T
14 FI ND COVPETENT MANAGEMENT FOR OUR HOSPI TAL. YOU CAN T FI ND

15  COVPETENT MANAGEMENT FOR US BLACK FOLK AND LATI NO FOLKS WHO

16 USE THE SERVI CES AT KING OKAY. |IF YOU CAN T, WELL, THEN, MR
17  GARTHWAI TE, PLEASE RESI G\.

18

19 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]

20

21  SUP. KNABE, CHAIR MARTI N ESTELLE. PARDON ME? MARTI N ESTELLE
22  HERE? CAROLYN FOMLER, CARCLYN, ARE YOU HERE? THANK YQU. JA N
US. TERRY LEEWAY. MAXVELL RUSSELL. OKAY. YES, SIR GO AHEAD.
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RONALD HAYDEN: HOW YOU DA NG? MY NAME | S RONALD HAYDEN AND |'M
A FORMER GANG MEMBER, GREW UP RI GHT HERE I N COWPTON, AS A
MATTER OF FACT, RIGHT ON 118TH AND COMPTON AVENUE VWHICH | S A
COUPLE OF BLOCKS FROM HERE. AND, YOU KNOW | JUST CAME TO
REALLY SPEAK TO THE COVMUNI TY BECAUSE, BASI CALLY, | KNOW THAT
OUR ANCESTORS, | NCLUDI NG MARTI N LUTHER KI NG ARE PROBABLY
TURNI NG OVER | N THEI R GRAVES AT THE WAY THAT YOUNG MEN LI KE
MYSELF, YOU KNOW KILL EACH OTHER OVER OUR COLOR AND | DON T
KNOW HOW MANY FORMER GANG MEMBERS OR GANG MEMBERS ARE HERE
TODAY BUT | THI NK, BY WHAT WE SEE HERE TCODAY, | T S OBVI QUS
THAT WE NEED TO COME TOGETHER AND STOP KI LLI NG EACH OTHER
BECAUSE THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD DON T SEEM TO CARE AT ALL
BASED ON THEI R DEMEANCR. | LOST A COUSIN, MY FI RST COUSI N,

Bl LLY WASHI NGTON, WHO WAS SHOT, LIKE, NINE TIMES WTH A NI NE
M LLI METER Rl GHT HERE ON 126TH AND W LLOABROOK AND HI S LI FE
WAS SAVED AT FI RST BECAUSE HE WAS RUSHED TO MARTI N LUTHER KI NG
HOSPI TAL. JUST MAYBE ABOUT A COUPLE OF WEEKS AGO RI GHT HERE ON
W LM NGTON, My COUSI N, KIKI, AND HER BOYFRI END WAS GUNNED DO
AT AN APARTMENT BUI LDI NG AND THEY DIDN' T MAKE | T, EVEN THOUGH
THEY WERE RI GHT ACROSS THE STREET FROM THE HOSPI TAL. SO MY
PONT IS |IT S OBVIOQUS, BASED ON ALL THE | NFORVATI ON AND THE
FACTS THAT HAS BEEN SHARED W TH Y' ALL, THAT IT WOULD BE VERY
NEGLI GENT TO THE COMVUNI TY FOR YOU TO CLOSE THE TRAUMA CENTER
AND |I' T WOULD BE CGREATLY APPRECI ATED | F YOU COULD SHOW YOU MORE
PASSI ON AND RESPECT FOR THE COMVUNI TY BECAUSE, REALLY, YOU RE
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1 SITTING UP THERE MAKI NG FACES, EATING PILE OF SEEDS, DRI NKI NG
2 YOUR WATER AND | T SEEMS LI KE YOU COULD CARE LESS BUT YOU VE

3 HEARD ALL THI'S BEFORE AND | REALLY HOPE THAT THE COMMUNI TY HAS
4 SPOKE TO YOUR CONSClI OUS BECAUSE GOD W LL HOLD YOU ACCOUNTABLE.
5 THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]

7 SAMUEL GARDENER, JR.: YES. MY NAME | S SAMUEL GARDENER, JR.,

8 AND |'MA GUNSHOT VICTIM SURVIVOR. | WAS SHOT APRIL THE 10TH

9 AND, BECAUSE MARTI N LUTHER KI NG S TRAUMA CENTER WAS OPEN, |I'M
10 HERE TODAY TO SPEAK TO YOU. YOU KNOW | T'S A SHAME THAT, RI GHT
11 NOW | HAVE TO FEEL THAT | AM GLAD THAT | WAS SHOT | N APRI L

12 | NSTEAD OF LAST NI GHT BECAUSE, |F I T HAD HAVE BEEN LAST NI GHT,
13 | WOULDN T BE HERE TODAY. | WOULD HAVE DI ED. [ APPLAUSE ]

14

15 SAMUEL GARDENER, JR. : MY UNDERSTANDI NG I S THAT, YOU KNOW WE
16 PAY TAXES HERE. OUR TAX DOLLARS GO TOMRDS KEEPI NG THE

17 HOSPI TAL I N QUR COVWWUNI TY OPEN BUT THEY' RE BEI NG DI VERTED TO
18  OTHER HOSPI TALS | N OTHER AREAS. | CAN T UNDERSTAND THI S. WY

19 UNDERSTANDI NG | S THAT, OVER AT KING DREW THERE' S A UNDER

20 STAFF PROBLEM THERE S A UNDERPAI D PROBLEM THERE' S A OVERWORK
21 PROBLEM AND THERE' S A PROBLEM OF GETTING CREDI T FOR ALL THE

22 HARD WORK THAT' S PUT I N AT KING DREW WHEN | WAS THERE, | WAS
TAKEN CARE OF. MY FAM LY WAS CONSOLED AND THEY WERE LET KNOW
THAT | WOULD BE OKAY. YOU KNOW WHEN I T COVES UP FOR ELECTI ON,
NONE OF YOU HAVE A PROBLEM IN COM NG TO US, ASKI NG US FOR OUR
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1 VOTE AND YOU KNOWWE G VE YOU OUR VOTES BECAUSE WE BELI EVE I N
2  YOU. NONVE WANT YOU TO BELIEVE IN US AND YOUR VOTES ARE

3 REQUI RED FOR US, SO LET US SEE HOW YOQU FEEL ABQUT US. YOU SEE
4 WE CARE ABQUT EACH OTHER BUT OUR CONCERN |'S, DO YOQU CARE ABOUT
5 US? DO YOU REALLY G VE A DAMN, AND EXCUSE MY FRENCH, DO YQU

6 REALLY CARE WHETHER OR NOT WE LIVE OR DI E? WE' LL KNOWIN A FEW
7 DAYS AND YOU LL KNOW AT ELECTI ON TI ME. THANK YOU.

9 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YQU. [ APPLAUSE ]

10

11 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR ROBERT COLE. IS ROBERT COLE HERE? JO N US
12 I N THE LI NE PLEASE. YES, MA' AM

13

14 RHONDA GARDENER: HI, MY NAME | S RHONDA GARDNER. |'M USING THI S
15 ADDRESS BY MY HUSBAND, SAMUEL GARDENER AND WE' VE HEARD A LOT
16 ABOUT THE VI CTI Ms BUT NO ONE TALKS ABOUT THE CARE THAT THE

17 HOSPI TAL GAVE TO THE FAM LY. WHEN HE FI RST WAS SHOT, HE WAS

18 NOT IN A GANG HE TAKES CARE CF HS FAM LY, HE WAS SHOT I N QUR
19 HOVE. WHEN HE FI RST WAS SHOT, THE FI RST THI NG THE AMBULANCE

20 DRIVER SAID, "WHERE ARE WE GO NG TO TAKE H M?" THEY SAI D, "THE
21 BEST PLACE TO TAKE H M THAT HAS THE BEST CARE WAS KI NG DREW "
22 HE WAS SHOT I N THE CHEST. THEY HAD TO STI CK TUBES TO KEEP HI S
23 LUNGS FROM FI LLI NG UP W TH BLOCD. THEY CONSCLED NOT ONLY H M

24 BUT THEY TOOK CARE OF US, THE NURSES, THE DCCTORS, THAT WE
25 WERE INFORMED ON H'S CONDI TION. | T WAS A QUTSTANDI NG JOB. |
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1 APPRECI ATE KI NG DREW | APPRECI ATE THE DOCTORS BECAUSE KI NG
2 DREWIS THE HEART OF THI'S COMMUNI TY. THE HEART OF THI S

3 COVMMUNI TY KEPT MY HEART HERE. MY HEART |'S SAMUEL GARDENER, JR
4 [ APPLAUSE ]

6 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YQU. YES, SIR BEFORE YOU START, R W
7 AKILE. IS RW HERE? IS RW HERE? CKAY.

9 CHRI STI NE KOUNDAKJI AN: |' M YI ELDI NG MY TI ME TO DEREK EVANS. HE
10 WORKS IN THE PHARMACY. . .

11

12 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR YQOU ALREADY TESTI FI ED.

13

14  CHRI STI NE KOUNDAKJI AN: | TOOK DR SAVAGE' S TI ME TI ME BUT NOW
15 |"MYIELD NG MY OTHER TWO M NUTES TO H M

16

17 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR YOU CAN T DO IT BUT HE'S SIGNED UP SO HE' S
18 OKAY.

19

20 CHRI STI NE KOUNDAKJI AN: HE WASN T SI GNED UP.

21

22 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR YEAH, HE WAS. HE WAS SI GNED UP. YES, SIR
GO AHEAD.
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1 DERRICK EVANS: MY NAME | S DERRI CK EVANS. | AM A EMPLOYEE AT
2 KING DREW MEDI CAL CENTER, | WORK SPECI FI CALLY | N TRAUVA

3 PHARVACY. |'M HERE ON BEHALF OF THE | NCOWPETENT STAFF THAT,
4 SI NCE 1998, RESOURCES ARE BEI NG CUT AND A LOT OF US HAS BEEN

5 WORKI NG SI X, SEVEN, EVEN SOVETI MES EI GHT DAYS IN A ROW EI GHT-
6 HOUR SHI FTS, NURSES DA NG 16S, DOCTORS DA NG 24, THREE, FOUR

7 DAYS. AND |'M PART OF 660, I'M A STEWARD. VWHAT | WOULD LI KE TO
8 SAY TODAY IS I'MA LITTLE UPSET ABOUT ONE THING IN A

9 PROCEEDI NGS OF 2003, WHEN WE WERE AT THE TABLE TALKI NG ABOUT
10 THESE REDUCTI ONS I N THE STAFF AND HOW VWE WERE-- WE HAD SOVE

11 DEFI Cl ENCI ES, WE WERE TOLD THAT WE HAD TO CUT STAFF AND WE

12 KNOW THAT, OQUT OF 770 THAT WERE ElI THER LAI D OFF, TRANSFERRED
13 TO CASCADE AND THE COUNTY, 440 OF THOSE POSI TI ONS CAME FROM

14 KING AND WE ALL KNOW WHAT HAPPENED ONCE THAT 440 POSI TI ONS WAS
15 RELEASED. WE ARE IN THE PCSI TI ON WE ARE | N TODAY. BUT SOVEONE
16 DROPPED A ARTICLE IN My LAP TODAY FROM THE MANAGEMENT

17 HEALTHCARE EXECUTI VE EDI TI ON, JUNE OF 2004. | N THAT SPECI FI C
18 | SSUE, THE COLLEGE, WHI CH IS THE COLLEGE OF TEACHI NG

19 HOSPI TALS, DI D A SURVEY OF THE 10 BEST TEACH NG FACILITIES IN
20 THE UNI TED STATES OF AVERI CA. THE NUMBER ONE TEACHI NG HOSPI TAL
21 IN THE UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA, ACCORDI NG TO THE JUNE 24

22 EDITION OF TH S MAGAZI NE, WHICH | S A NATI ONALLY RECOGNI ZED
MAGAZI NE, WAS L. A. C. KING DREW MEDI CAL CENTER. [ APPLAUSE ]
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1 DERRICK EVANS: ALSO AND |'M JUST ABOUT DONE, WE GOT SOMVE
2 | NFORVATI ON FROM A REPORT FROM C. M S. FOR 2003 AND |'D LIKE TO
3 AGAIN TELL THE COWUNI TY THAT 440 PHYSI CI ANS WERE TAKEN FROM

4 US IN 2003. THAT REPORT FROM C. M S. STATED, AND THE FI GURES,

5 |1'"MGONG TO ROUND OFF, THAT KI NG DREW MEDI CAL CENTER PROFI T

6 MARG N WAS 36. 9% AND THAT WE MADE A REVENUE OF $632 M LLION IN
7 THE YEAR 2003. | WOULD LIKE TO KNOW HOW IS I T THAT, TODAY,

8 WE' RE STANDING IN A POSI TION TO CLOSE A TRAUVA CENTER WHI CH

9 CMS ANDJ.CAHO D DNOI RECOGN ZE ANY MAJOR

10 EFFIC ENCI ES, WHEN VWE HAVE NO NURSI NG CONTRACT, WHEN WE HAVE
11 NO PHARVACI ST CONTRACT, AND WE' RE TALKI NG ABOUT CLOSI NG

12 SOVETH NG THAT HAS NOTHI NG TO DO W TH SAVI NG THE HOSPI TAL.

13 WHAT WE NEED I N THE HOSPI TAL WAS STAFF. WE CANNOT HAVE

14 EMERGENCY ROOM PATI ENTS SITTING IN OUR EER FOR TWO AND THREE
15  WEEKS BECAUSE WE HAVE NO |.C. U BEDS, BECAUSE WE HAVE BEDS

16  AVAI LABLE BUT NO NURSES TO OPEN THOSE BEDS.

17

18  SUP. KNABE, CHAIR OKAY. THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]

19

20 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR YES, MA' AM

21

22 PATRICIA VICTORY: H . MY NAME | S PATRICIA VICTORY, AND I'M I N
THE WATTS NEI GHBORHOCD AND |' VE BEEN HERE A LONG TI ME, ALMOST
60 YEARS. AND WHAT | COVE TO TELL YOU, THE BI BLE SAYS MY
PEOPLE PERI SHED FOR THE LACK OF KNOALEDGE. WHAT HE MEANS BY
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1 THAT, VWHAT Y' ALL DO NG WE NEED THAT TRAUVA CENTER BECAUSE
2 | T"S TOO MANY PEOPLE GETTI NG KI LLED AND REMEMBER ONE THI NG

3 ALL Y'ALL SITTING ON TH' S PANEL RI GHT NOW | F YOQU CLOSE THAT

4 TRAUVA CENTER, ALL OF Y'ALL, YOU M GHT BE IN TH S AREA OR YOUR
5 GRANDKI DS OR YOUR CHI LDREN M GHT BE GO NG HOME, YOU DON' T KNOW
6 WHERE YOU M GHT BE AT, AND I F YOU CLOSE THAT TRAUMA CENTER,

7 ALL OF Y'ALL MAY DIE. THINK ABQUT IT. TH NK ABQUT |IT. ALL OF

8 Y ALL. I'M NOT TALKI NG ABOQUT THE PECPLE HERE BUT |'M TALKI NG

9 ABQUT ALL OF Y'ALL SITTING UP THERE. Y'ALL M GHT BE | N HERE,

10 YOU M GHT GO HOVE TODAY AND M GHT HAVE A ACCI DENT OR YOU M GHT
11 GET SHOT OR ANYTHI NG M GHT HAPPEN TO YQU. AND | F YOU CLOSE

12 THAT TRAUVA CENTER, Y'ALL M GHT DI E BUT YOU KNOW WE ALL A

13 CH LD OF GOD AND GOD IS NOT PLAYI NG HE WANTS TO SAVE LI VES

14 BECAUSE HE SAID, "I COVE AND GAVE LI FE MORE ABUNDANTLY." HE

15 DON T WANT TO KI LL NOBODY. SEE, THAT'S THE DEVIL'S WORK. THE
16 DEVIL WANT TO KILL YOU BUT GOD WANTS YQU TO LIVE AND LIVE A

17 LONG TIME. SO | F YOU CLOCSE THAT TRAUVA CENTER, ALL OF Y' ALL

18 M GHT GET SHOT. Y' ALL M GHT GET SHOW ONE OF Y' ALL VWHEN Y' ALL
19 LEAVE HERE. YOU DON' T KNOW VWHERE YOU MAY BE AT. YOU M GHT BE
20 ON A FREEWAY, YQU MAY BE I N A ACCI DENT. YOU KNOW VWHAT |'M

21 SAYING? YOU M GHT BE ANYWHERE IN THIS VICINITY AND YOU M GHT
22 HAVE NO CHO CE BUT TO GO TO MARTI N LUTHER KI NG, BECAUSE THAT' S
THE CLOSEST PLACE COULD HELP YOU. YOU MAY NOT HAVE TI ME TO GO
VAY DOMNTOM NOWHERE. BUT |' M TELLI NG YOU, THI NK ABOUT WHAT
YOU RE DO NG BECAUSE, SEE, YOU GOT TO PAY FOR | T BECAUSE, SEE,

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
232




November 15, 2004

The Meeting Transcript of
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors

1 WE ALL THE CH LD OF GOD, WE ALL GOT' TO LAY BACK AND GO TO
2  SLEEP.

4 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR OKAY. THANK YOU.

6 PATRICI A VICTORY: YOU UNDERSTAND WHAT |' M SAYI NG? THI NK ABOUT
7 1IT. [ APPLAUSE ]

9 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR OKAY. MA' AM BEFORE YOU GO, KARI MJ MCNEAL,
10 RICHARD JOHNSON. RICHARD, IF YOU D JON US IN LI NE. SHARON

11 RETTIC. THANK YOU. YES, NA' AM

12

13 RENEE ROCHELLE: H . MY NAME IS RENEE ROCHELLE AND | GREW UP
14 HERE IN THE COMVUNI TY. | WAS A FORMER PATI ENT OF KI NG DREW

15  TRAUVA. | WAS I NVOLVED I N A AUTOMOBI LE ACCI DENT ON MY WAY TO
16  WORK, ME AND M¥ SON. THE FI RE DEPARTMENT HAD TO CUT ME QUT OF
17 MY CAR THE POSI TION THAT | WAS IN WAS A SI TTI NG PGSI T ON.

18 THAT WAS THE PCSI TION | HAD TO BE PUT I N THE AMBULANCE AND

19 TAKEN TO THE NEAREST HOSPI TAL, VWH CH WAS KI NG DREW TRAUVA. THE
20 FAST THI NKI NG OF THE ORTHOPEDI C DOCTORS, EVERYTHI NG THAT |

21 RECEI VED THERE, MY SON AND MYSELF, WAS FABULOUS. | AM WALKI NG
22 TODAY BECAUSE OF THE WORK THERE AT KI NG DREW [ APPLAUSE ]

23
24 RENEE ROCHELLE: | WOULD LIKE FOR YOU ALL TO REALLY TAKE TO
25 HEART WHAT THE PEOPLE ARE SAYI NG TO YQU, THAT WE WANT THE
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1  TRAUMA CENTER OPEN. THAT HOSPI TAL WAS ERECTED AFTER THE WATTS
2 ROIS. ONE OF THE PROBLEMS BACK THEN WAS THAT BABI ES WERE

3 DYING ON THE WAY TO THE HOSPI TALS BECAUSE WE DI DN' T HAVE A

4 HOSPI TAL I N QUR COMVUNI TY. WTH THE THREAT OF TERRORI SM |

5 DON T UNDERSTAND HOW THEY' RE SHUTTI NG DOMN ANY OF THESE

6 FACILITIES, TRAUMA, EMERGENCI ES. | MEAN, |IT'S LI KE WE' RE GO NG
7 BACKWARDS. PLEASE, PLEASE KEEP THE TRAUVA CENTER OPEN.

9 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]

10

11 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR YES, SIR

12

13 NORM SWRIN: H. MY NAVE IS NORM SWRIN AND | WANT TO THANK
14 YOU ALL FOR KEEPI NG THI'S MEETING GOING TH'S LONG A LOT OF US
15 HAVE BEEN HERE ALL DAY BECAUSE WE G VE A RAT'S BEHI ND ABOUT
16 VHAT'S GOING ON | N THE COMMUNI TY. | WANT TO MAKE A COUPLE OF
17 FEW COMMENTS | N PARTI CULAR, THOUGH. MR YAROSLAVSKY, | FIRST
18 MET YOU WHEN YOU WERE A CI TY COUNCI LMEN AND | LIKED YOU BACK
19 THEN. [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

20

21 NORM SWRIN: | MET YOU WHEN SOVE LUNATI C SET FIRE TO A CHURCH
22 IN YOUR NEI GHBORHOOD AND | SHOAED UP TO JO N THE COMMUNI TY
ACTI ON GROUP. THI'S WAS A LONG TI ME AGO AND YOU WERE A GOOD GUY
THEN. | HAVEN T SEEN THAT GUY FOR A LONG, LONG TIME. |
APPLAUSE ]
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NORM SW RIN:  YOU WALKED QUT OF HERE WHEN THE COWPTON FI RE

CH EF WAS Q@ VI NG TESTI MONY. THAT SHOWAS GREAT DI SRESPECT. |
DDN' T LIKE I T AT ALL. WHEN THE NURSE ASKED YOU TO G VE HER AN
ANSVER TO A QUESTI ON, YOU TOLD HER YOU WOULD NOT. | STILL WANT
THAT ONE WORKED OQUT I N THE PRESS. AND | HAVE A QUESTI ON FOR
ALL OF YOU. CAN ANY OF YOU GUESS WHAT W LL HAPPEN WHEN THE
PEOPLE OF THHS COMMUNI TY FI ND THAT YOU HAVE ALREADY REACHED
YOUR DECI SI ON AND THAT ALL WE HAVE ACCOWPLI SHED HERE TODAY | S
TO SIT AND TO PARAPHRASE THE LYRIC OF A GOCD OLD SONG, SPIT IN
THE W ND? THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]

CARMEN TAYLOR: GOCD EVENI NG MY NAME | S CARMEN TAYLOR |'M THE
MANAGER OF COVMUNI TY AND ADM NI STRATI VE AFFAI RS FOR WLCAC AND
"M NOT HERE TO REALLY APPEAL TO ANY TYPE OF PASSI ON BECAUSE
I, TOO, BELI EVE THAT YOU CAME HERE W TH YOUR MOTI ONS PREPARED
TO MOVE TO CLOSE THE TRAUMA CENTER, THAT HAS ALREADY BEEN A
DONE DEAL. MY QUESTION | S, BECAUSE, SEE, ALL OF THIS | S HARD
TO- - YOU KNOW | T'S HARD TO UNDERSTAND FOR AN | NTELLI GENT
PERSON AND SEE, WHEN YOU RE TRYI NG TO PUT TOGETHER RESEARCH,

| TS VERY DI FFI CULT WHEN YOU HAVE SO MANY CONTRADI CTORY PI ECES
OF | NFORVATI ON. SO, DR GARTHWAI TE, | JUST HAVE ONE QUESTI ON
AND THI S HAS STUWPED ME. SENATOR KERRY, ONE OF THE THI NGS THAT
HE WAS-- BEEN DO NG WAS THAT-- WE KEPT ACCUSI NG H M OF FLI P-
FLOPPI NG LESS THAN SI X MONTHS AGO, YQU SAI D THAT $466, 000 WAS
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1 ENTIRELY TOO MJUJCH MONEY TO BRING I N A CONSULTANT TO TURN
2 ARCUND THI S HOSPI TAL. BUT NOW WE HAVE NAVI GANT AT THE TUNE OF-
3 - YES YOQU DID. YEAH, YOQU DID. | HAVE THE ARTI CLE WTH ME.

4 $13.2 MLLION. $13.2 MLLION. AND | CAN T UNDERSTAND THAT SO
5 |F YOU HAVEN T ADDRESSED ANYONE' S QUESTI ONS HERE THI S EVENI NG
6 THAT I CAN REMEMBER. SO | F YOU WOULDN T M ND, | F YOU WOULD SO
7 KINDLY ANSWER THAT QUESTI ON FOR ME, |'D APPRECI ATE I T.

9 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR WE RE HERE TO TAKE COWMUNI TY | NPUT AND

10 WE' LL BE RESPONDI NG TO ALL THESE TESTIMONIES IN... [

11 I NTERJECTI ONS ]

12

13 SUP. KNABE, CHAI R THANK YQU.

14

15 SUP. BURKE: YOU KNOW MWELL, | JUST-- JUST A SECOND. JUST A

16 SECOND. | THI NK THAT... [ I NTERJECTI ONS ]

17

18 SUP. BURKE: LET ME JUST BE VERY CLEAR IN TERM5 OF THE CONTRACT
19 WTH NAVIGANT. C M S. REQU RED US TO ENTER I NTO A CONTRACT

20 WTH A CONSULTANT. AND, IN ORDER TO KEEP THE $200 M LLI ON FROM
21 MEDI CAI D, WE SI GNED AN AGREEMENT WTH C. M S., THE FEDERAL

22 GOVERNMVENT, THAT WE WOULD HI RE A CONSULTANT AND THAT THEY
WOULD ALSO APPROVE | T. SO WE PUT OQUT AN R F. P. NAVI GANT WAS
ACTUALLY THE LOWEST IN TERM5 OF PRI CE I N ORDER TO PROVI DE THE
SERVI CES BECAUSE WHAT WAS REQUI RED IS THAT THERE BE A
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1 CONSULTANT WHO WOULD COMVE I N TO TAKE RESPONSI BILITY FOR A
2  NUMBER OF PHYSI CI ANS, 26 PHYSI CIl ANS W THI N THE HOSPI TAL,
3 ASSESS THE HOSPI TAL.

5 CARMEN TAYLOR DI D NOT-- DI D NOT SUPERI OR CONSULTI NG GROUP
6 RESPOND TO YOUR R. F.P. TO THE TUNE OF $466, 000? THAT'S A LOT
7 LESS MONEY THAN 13. 2.

9 SUP. BURKE: NO, OKAY, YOU KNOW WHAT YOU VE GOT M XED UP?
10
11 CARMEN TAYLOR NO, | HAVE-- OKAY.
12
13 SUP. BURKE: THAT WAS-- WAIT A M NUTE. THAT WAS ONE PERSON.. .
14
15 CARMEN TAYLOR WE LL MOVE FORWARD FROM THERE. MY OTHER
16 QUESTION IS. ..
17
18 SUP. BURKE: THAT WAS ONE PERSON-- JUST A SECOND.. .
19
20 CARMEN TAYLOR: WHAT ELSE |'S NOT | NTELLI GENT |'S HOW YOU CAN
21 SPEND $2.9 M LLION TO BU LD A NEW TRAUMA CENTER AND $13. 2
22 MLLION TO TEAR ONE DOWN. WHAT KI ND OF SENSE DOES THAT MAKE?!
[ APPLAUSE ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU.
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CARMEN TAYLOR: THESE ARE QUESTI ONS THAT | NTELLI GENT PEOPLE
HAVE. WE' RE NOT APPEALI NG TO YOUR PASSI ON. THESE ARE
QUESTI ONS, THESE ARE FACTS THAT WE WANT TO KNOW

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU.

CARMEN TAYLOR: THANK YOU FOR YOUR TI ME.

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR YES, MA'AM GO AHEAD, MA' AM

CAROLYN FOANLER: GREETI NGS. MY NAME | S CARCLYN FOALER |' VE

LI VED I N THE SOQUTH BAY YEAR FOR ABQUT 30 YEARS NOW | GUESS- -
"M A MEMBER OF SEVERAL ORGANI ZATI ONS, BLACK WOMEN S FORUM

L. A COUNTY CENTRAL COWM TTEE, NEW FRONTI ERS DEMOCRATI C CLUB,
AND ALL OF THESE ORGANI ZATI ONS HAVE UNANI MOUSLY, UNANI MOUSLY
OPPOSED THE CLOSI NG OF THI S TRAUVA CENTER, NOT TO MENTI ON
EVERYBODY ELSE YOU VE HEARD HERE. | GUESS MY QUESTI ON WOULD
BE, NUMBER ONE, HOW COULD FOUR OF YQU, W TH EVERYBODY ELSE I N
A DI FFERENT PLAIN, REALLY SIT THERE AND TRULY THI NK "I"M ON
THE RIGHT SPOT, |I'MIN THE RI GHT PLACE"? |' M HOPI NG, AND
CERTAI NLY NOT BASED ON SOVE OF THE BEHAVI ORS | ' VE SEEN,

PARTI CULARLY FROM YQU, MR ANTONOVI CH, BELI EVE THAT WE' RE

GO NG TO THI NK THAT YOU CARE ABOUT WHAT' S GO NG ON. NI NE OQUT
OF 10 AMERI CANS CANNOT BE LYI NG YOU NEED TO RE-LOOK AT THE
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1 SITUATION. FIRST OF ALL, ANYTHI NG ELSE, YOU TALKED ABOUT YOUR
2 BIDS. YOU GET A SECOND OPINION. | F YOU GET TO A DOCTOR AND

3 THEY SAY MAJOR SURGERY, YOU GET A SECOND OPI NI ON. JESSE

4 JACKSON, MY CONGRESSWOMAN HAS TAKEN THE LEAD W TH MANY OTHER
5 ELECTED OFFI Cl ALS AND COMMUNI TY LEADERS. WHY ARE WE NOT

6 Fl GURI NG OUT-- BECAUSE YOU TALKED ABOUT MANAGEMENT, MR

7 ANTONOVI CH. PEOPLE THINK I T'S M SMANAGEMENT. GOOD MANAGEMENT
8 LOOKS AT SOLUTI ONS, NOT PROBLEMS, DOES PROBLEM SOLVI NG AND

9 WANTS TO FI GURE OUT HOW CAN THI S WORK. | CHALLENGE THI' S BOARD
10 TO GET A RECOVMENDATI ON FROM DR. GARTHWAI TE ON HOW THI S COULD
11 WORK, WORKING W TH SOVE OF THE COMMUNI TY LEADERS HERE.

12

13 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]

14

15 ROBERT COLE: GOOD EVENING. MY NAME |'S ROBERT COLE. |'M CHAIR
16 OF ONE OF THE AREA NEI GHBORHOOD COUNCI LS AND | JUST WANT TO,
17 FIRST OF ALL, SAY THANK YOU TO ALL OF THE NURSES AND DOCTORS
18 AT KI NG WHO ARE OVERWORKED AND UNDERPAID. | JUST WANT TO SAY
19 THANK YOU. [ APPLAUSE ]

20

21 ROBERT COLE: ABOUT THREE OR FOUR WEEKS AGO, THE NEI GHBORHOOD
22 COUNCI L HELD HELD THI'S FORUM AND WE DI SCUSSED SOVE OF THE

| SSUES AT KI NG HOSPI TAL. AND ONE OF THE | SSUES WE DI SCUSSED
THAT WAS NEVER ADDRESSED WAS THAT, WHEN PROPCSI TI ON B WAS
PASSED AND OVER $200 M LLI ON WAS COLLECTED, WHY WAS THAT NMONEY
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1 NOT USED TO ADDRESS THE | SSUES AT KI NG HOSPI TAL? NO ONE HAS
2 TALKED ABOUT THAT. WE COULD HAVE USED THAT MONEY TO HI RE

3 SOMEONE OTHER THAN DR. GARTHWAI TE OR MR LEAF. THAT MONEY

4 COULD HAVE BEEN USED TO PAY THE NURSES MORE THAN VWHAT THEY' RE
5 BEING PAID. BUT, NO THERE WAS SOME DEAL-- BEH ND THE DEALS

6 MADE ABOUT KI NG HOSPI TAL TO CLOSE I'T. NOW TODAY, WHAT | WANT
7 TO SAY TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS | S THAT THI S I'S NOT JUST

8 ABQOUT THE HCSPI TAL SAVI NG LI VES. THERE ARE MANY PECPLE THAT

9 ARE TRAINED AT THAT HOSPI TAL AND THEY GROW UP AND SAVE OTHER
10 LIVES. MY WFE, WHO REPRESENTS MAYBE TWO PERCENT OF THE WOMEN
11 WEST OF THE M SSI SSI PPI W TH HER CREDENTI ALS, TRAI NED AT KI NG
12 HOSPI TAL. My RELATI VES ATTENDED SEVERAL SERVI CES AT KI NG

13 HOSPI TAL. THAT HOSPI TAL HAS BEEN IN THIS COMMUNI TY FOR MANY
14 YEARS AND YOU ARE TELLI NG US TODAY THAT YOU ARE TURNI NG YOUR
15 BACKS ON US. MANY OF THE PECPLE ON THI S PANEL WE PUT | N

16 OFFI CE, OQUR TAXPAYERS DOLLARS PAY YOUR SALARI ES. YQU TRI CKED
17 US I NTO G VI NG YOU PROPGSI TI ON B. YOU TOOK THE MONEY, YQU

18 LOANED DI SNEY $25 M LLION. WHY NOT G VE THAT MONEY TO KI NG

19 HOSPI TAL? | F YOU VE GOT MONEY G VE TO DI SNEY, WHY NOT FI X THE
20 PROBLEMS OF THI'S COMVUNI TY? YOU ARE TURNI NG YOUR BACK ON US
21 AND VE WLL NOT' FORGET THAT. AND PLEASE NOTE THAT, WHEN

22 ELECTION TI ME COVES, WE WLL NOT BE THERE FOR YOU.

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. SIR
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1 R W AKILE: My NAME | S AKILE, AND THEY ALSO CALL ME QUANZA
2 MAN. ONE OF THE THI NGS THAT | WANT TO SAY HERE IS THAT |'VE
3 READ YOUR REPCORT AND IT SEEMS TO ME THAT EXCUSES PLEASE THOSE
4 WHO MAKE THEM PATERNALI SM WAS A SLAP I N THE FACE I N THE PAST
5 ANDIT S A SLAP IN THE FACE NOW THI'S COMMUNI TY | S THE HOVE OF
6 OR SELF- DETERM NATI ON. I'T WAS AN ACT OF SELF-

7 DETERM NATI ON THAT BROUGHT THI S HOSPI TAL | NTO EXI STENCE I N THE
8 FIRST PLACE. WE KNOW THE PROBLEMS THAT EXI ST HERE AND WE DO

9 HAVE THE EXPERTI SE TO SOLVE THEM THE FRUSTRATI ON WE EXPRESS
10 AND THAT YOU HEAR AND YQU VE HEARD ALL DAY IS DUE TO THE FACT
11 THAT AN QUTSI DE PERSON HAS BEEN BROUGHT I N TO SOLVE OUR

12 PROBLEM5S AS OPPOSED TO LETTI NG US SOLVE OUR PROBLEMS FOR

13 OURSELVES. HOW ABSURD. YOUR WHOLE APPRQOACH IS SUSPICI QUS. | F
14 WE WERE REAL OR | F YOU WERE REAL, RATHER, YOU WOULD HAVE SAI D,
15 "WHAT DO WE HAVE TO DO TO HELP SOLVE THE PROBLEMS AT KI NG

16 DREWP" CLOSURE OF OUR TRAUVA CENTER WOULD NOT BE AN OPTI ON.

17 EVERY HOSPI TAL HAS PROBLEMS. SOLVI NG OF THOSE PROBLEMS ARE

18  PART OF THE MANAGEMENT OF THE HOSPI TAL. AT NO TIME | S CLOSURE
19 OF A CRITICAL SEGVENT OF A HOSPI TAL AN OPTI ON. WWE NEED MORE
20 TRAUMA CENTERS, NOT LESS. THANK YQU.

21

22 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YQOU. [ APPLAUSE ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR YES, MA' AM
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1  KARI MJ: GOOD EVENING MY NAME |S KARI MJ AND |' M PLEADI NG W TH
2 YOQU TO PLEASE DO NOT' CLOSE THE TRAUMA CENTER. | WOULD HAVE

3 DIED TWO YEARS AGO | F THE TRAUVA CENTER WAS NOT OPEN. MR

4  YAROSLAVSKY, COULD YOU PLEASE PAY ATTENTI ON?

6 SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: | AM

8 KARI MJ THANK YOU VERY MUCH. I-- | WAS ADM TTED | NTO THE

9 TRAUMA CENTER AND THEY PROVI DED EXCELLENT CARE. AT THAT

10 PARTI CULAR TIME, | WAS DI AGNOSED W TH COLON CANCER | HAD A

11 TUMOR I NSI DE OF ME THAT WAS AT LEAST 10 POUNDS. BECAUSE OF THE
12 MARTI N LUTHER KI NG DOCTORS AND STAFF, THEI R NURSES, THE

13 EXCELLENT CARE THAT | RECEIVED, | AM ALl VE TODAY. | CAN PULL
14 UP MY SHI RT AND SHOW YOU MY INCISION, | F YOU NEED TO SEE I T.

15 THAT HOSPI TAL, PLEASE DO NOT CLOSE THAT HOSPI TAL. | DI D NOT

16 HAVE ANYWHERE ELSE TO GO BECAUSE | DI D NOT HAVE ANY | NSURANCE,
17 | COULD NOT AFFORD ANY | NSURANCE. AND UNTIL YOU ARE | N THAT

18 POSI TION, YOU REALLY DO NOT KNOW HOW WE FEEL. BUT | F YOU CLOSE
19 THE TRAUMA CENTER, YOU W LL KNOW HOWWE FEEL. THANK YOU. [

20 APPLAUSE ]

21

22 SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THANK YOU. YES, SIR YOU, SIR ARE THE LAST
MEMBER TO TESTIFY IN PUBLIC. | CALLED ALL THE NAMES. | HAVE NO
MORE SI GNED UP. [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]
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SUP. BURKE: GO RI GHT AHEAD. GO ON.

Rl CHARD JOHNSON: MY NAME | S RI CHARD JOHNSON. |'M AN EDUCATOR
HERE IN L. A | TEACH IN L. AL PUBLIC SCHOOLS. |'M ORI G NALLY
FROM THE M DWEST, FROM M NNEAPCLI S, M NNESOTA. |'VE LI VED KI ND
OF AROUND THE COUNTRY. ONE OF THE THI NGS THAT DI STURBS ME | S
THAT, WHEREVER | GO, | OFTENTI MES SEE BLACK FOLKS AND MANY

TI MES SEE H SPANI CS AND POOR VWHI TE FOLKS GETTI NG SHORTCHANGED.
OKAY. |'M NOT' HERE TO ASK YQU TO KEEP THI S TRAUVA CENTER OPEN.
"M NOT HERE TO DO THAT. My POSITION IS |I'M TELLI NG YOU, |'VE
LOOKED AT SOVE OF THE SILLY FACES AND EXPRESSI ONS UP THERE
EARLI ER AND | DON T APPRECI ATE WHAT | SAW SO |I' M TELLI NG YQOU,
"M TELLI NG YOU HOW | STAND ON TH' S. ElI THER YOU SERVE US OR WE
DON' T SERVE YOQU. NOW WHAT YOU NEED TO UNDERSTAND ABCUT THAT
IS TH'S: YOU GOT' PLENTY OF BLACK FOLKS IN THE M LI TARY,

H SPANICS I N THE M LI TARY, ET CETERA. | T WOULD BE My PCSI Tl ON
THAT, IF YQU CLOSE TH S TRAUVA CENTER, WE DON' T SERVE I N YOUR
M LI TARY. WE' RE DONE. THE LAST ONE THAT YQU SI GNED UP
YESTERDAY, HOPEFULLY, THAT'S I T, BECAUSE OTHER THAN THAT, MY
POSI TION IS WVE NO LONGER SERVE Y' ALL BECAUSE, WHAT, YOU DON T
SERVE US. GOOD DAY! [ APPLAUSE ]

RONALD ANTW NE: MY NAME | S RONALD ANTW NE, A K. A. CARTOON AND
" VE SAID THE SAME THI NG THAT I'M GO NG TO SAY TONI GHT | N JUNE
OF TH S YEAR AT THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS. Y' ALL REM ND ME OF A
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1 PAROLE PRI SON BOARD BECAUSE ONLY ONE OF YOU ALL BE PAYI NG
2 ATTENTI ON, THE REST OF Y' ALL GOT OTHER THINGS TO DO. I F

3 NOTHI NG ELSE WAS SAI D TODAY, | TH NK THERE IS NOTH NG ELSE |

4 CAN ADD TO I T BUT | JUST WANT TO SAY TO MR GARTHWAI TE THE

5 SAME THI NG THAT | TOLD YOU WHEN YOQU CAME AND DI SRESPECTED QOUR
6 COWUNI TY AT WOCAC | N THAT OPEN MEETI NG YOU HAVE TAUGHT ME A
7 LESSON. YOU HAVE MADE ME FEEL THE SAMVE WAY THAT THE PEOPLE

8 THAT SUFFER FROM THE RESULTS OF THE ENRON SCANDAL HAS FELT.

9 ALL OF YOU UP HERE, YOU HAVE ALL TAUGHT ME A VALUABLE LESSON.
10 TODAY, | UNDERSTAND WHAT MY MOTHER AND MY FATHER AND EVERYBODY
11 ELSE FOUGHT FOR COM NG FROM THE SOQUTH. YOU MAKE ME REMEMBER

12 HOW THOSE KI DS I N ALABAMA HAD TO HAVE A NATI ONAL GUARD ESCORT
13 THERE TO THAT COLLEGE. IT'S REAL SAD, MS. MOLINA. | WONDER HOW
14 YOU WOULD FIGHT | F WVE WAS UP THERE TELLI NG YOU WVE WERE GETTI NG
15 R D OF CI NCO DE MAYO | WONDER HOW YOU WOULD FEEL | F VW WAS

16 TRYI NG TO TAKE AVWAY SOVETH NG THAT HAS BECOME A PART OF YOUR
17 LIFE. | WAS HERE BEFORE THE HOSPI TAL WAS HERE, |I'M A FORMER

18  PATIENT, I'M A FORMER EMPLOYEE. My OLDEST SON WAS BORN AT THAT
19 HOSPI TAL. My MOTHER DI ED AT THAT HOSPI TAL. | APPLAUDED THE

20 PHYSI Cl ANS YESTERDAY VWHEN THEY PULLED THE PLUG MY HOVE BOY

21  OFF THE LI FE SUPPORT SYSTEM AND HE STARTED BREATHI NG ON HI S
22 OMN YESTERDAY. SATURDAY NI GHT, | WAS AT THE HOSPI TAL. SATURDAY
Nl GHT, | WAS AT THE HOSPI TAL AND | WATCHED THEM PULL THE PLUG
ON MY AUNT AND SHE PASSED AWAY. BUT YOU KNOW WHAT THE FAM LY
SAI D, SHE WAS BEYOND HUMAN Al D. SEE, I'M FROM A COWUNI TY
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WHERE NOT ONE PERSON HAVE A TRAFFI C ACCI DENT, MR GARTHWAI TE.
NOT ONE PERSON GETS SHOT. |'M FROM A COMMUNI TY WHERE, DUE TO
THE | GNORANCE AND THE STUFF THAT'S GO NG ON OUT THERE, FIVE
AND S| X PEOPLE GET SHOT AT A TIME AND GUESS WHAT, THEY ALL
MAKE | T HERE! ONE OUT OF FIVE MAY DI E. THESE DOCTORS ARE
WORKI NG OVERTI ME!' HOW DO | KNOWP BECAUSE | BE | N THE EMERGENCY
ROOM RI GHT WTH THEM HOWDO | KNOW? MR GARTHWAI TE, YOU LI ED
TO US AT WLCAC AND |' LL NEVER FORGET THAT. YOU HAVE LI ED ON
ALL YOUR REPORTS. WHEN | HEARD DR WARD, DR SM TH, BOTH DR
SM TH COVE UP AND THEY HAD PAPERWORK W TH STATI STI CS BUT YOUR
PAPERWORK, WHEN THEY GET DOWN THERE TO W LSHI RE, THE NUVBERS
AND STUFF SEEMS TO CHANGE AND | TOLD YOU WAY BACK THEN, LIKE I
TELL YOU NON |'M JUST A PERSON FROM THE COMMUNITY. |'M

LEARNI NG AND |' M LI STENI NG AND ONE THI NG THAT | HAVE LEARNED

| S THAT THERE' S A NEW WORD THAT YOU SHOULD CONSI DER, COLI N
PONELL EVEN USED | T TODAY AND THAT IS, "YOU SHOULD RESIGN." |
CHEERS AND APPLAUSE ] [ WHI STLES ]

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR TO ALL OF YOU-- TO ALL OF YOU, IT'S BEEN A
LONG DAY FOR ALL OF YOU AND FOR ALL OF US AND | JUST TRULY
APPRECI ATE YOUR PATI ENCE AND CONTRCL THI S EVENI NG AND
THROUGHOUT THE DAY. AND SO VVE WANT TO SAY THANK YOU FOR YOUR
PARTI Cl PATI ON. WE WLL BE-- THE CHAI R WOULD ENTERTAIN A MOTI ON
TO CLCSE THE PUBLI C HEARI NG AND CONTI NUE THE I TEM ' TI L
NOVEMBER 23RD.
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CONGRESSWOVAN MAXI NE WATERS: SUPERVI SOR, THANK YQU VERY, VERY
MUCH. THANK ALL OF YOU FOR STAYI NG AS LONG AS YOU HAVE.

SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: BEFORE YOU START, MAXINE...

CONGRESSWOVAN MAXI NE WATERS: | JUST WANT TO KNOW WHAT TI ME
YOU RE GO NG TO BE TOMORROW

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR 9:30.

CONGRESSWOVAN MAXI NE WATERS: 9: 30 TOMORROW BEFORE-- ZEV, |
JUST WANT TO ASK ALL THE PECPLE. ..

SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: | WLL. MAXINE, JUST WAIT ONE SECOND. . .

CONGRESSWOVAN MAXI NE WATERS: ... TO BE THERE TOMORROW MORNI NG
AT 9:30 IT"S VERY | MPORTANT. THANK YQU VERY MJUCH, ZEV.

SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: MR CHAIRMAN, |'D ALSO LI KE TO ASK DR
GARTHWAI TE TO... [ APPLAUSE ] [ CHANTI NG STANDI NG OVATI ON FOR
CONGRESSWOMAN MAXI NE WATERS ] [ | NTERJECTI ONS ]

SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: DR GARTHWAI TE, |F YOU COULD ALSO ON THE
23RD BE PREPARED W TH RESPONSES TO ANY OF THE WRI TTEN
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MATERI ALS AND ORAL COMVENTS THAT WE HEARD HERE TQODAY.

Rl GHT. THAT WOULD BE PART OF-- | NCORPORATED | NTO YOUR MOTI ON.

SUP. KNABE, CHAIR THE QUESTION, ALL IT WAS, DON T EVERYBODY
GET EXCI TED, WAS THAT PART OF THE I TEM ON THE 23RD AS | T
RELATES TO THE POTENTI AL CLOSURE OF THE TRAUVA UNI T HERE AT
KING THAT DR GARTHWAI TE RESPONDS TO ALL THE | SSUES THAT WERE
RAI SED HERE, WRI TTEN RESPONSE, WRI TTEN COMVENTS AS WELL ON THE
23RD. THAT' S WHAT THE AMENDVENT WAS. SO WE HAVE A MOTI ON
BEFORE US TO CLOSE THE PUBLI C HEARI NG, CONTI NUE THE | TEM W TH
A RESPONSE BACK ON THE | SSUES RAI SED IN TH' S BEI LENSON HEARI NG
TO THE 23RD OF NOVEMBER. | S THERE A SECOND?

SUP. YAROSLAVSKY: SECOND.

SUP. KNABE, CHAI R OKAY. |T'S BEEN MOVED AND SECONDED. ANY

FURTHER DI SCUSSI ON? W THOUT OBJECTI QN, SO ORDERED. AND AGAI N,
THANK YOU TO ALL OF YOQU AND THANK YOU FOR YOUR PATI ENCE.
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, Jennifer AL Hines, Certified Shorthand Reporter Nunber
6029/ RPR/CRR qualified in and for the State of California, do
hereby certify:

That the foregoing transcript of recorded
proceedi ngs was taken on Tuesday, Novenber 15th, 2004, at
the tine and place therein set forth and recorded by the
Los Angel es County Board of Supervisors, thereafter
transcribed into typewiting under ny direction and
supervi si on;

And | hereby certify that the foregoing transcri pt
of recorded proceedings is a full, true, and correct
transcript of the recorded proceedi ngs before the Los Angel es
County Board of Supervisors.

| further certify that I am neither counsel for nor
related to any party to said action, nor in anyw se interested
in the outcone thereof.

I N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto set ny hand this
29t h day of Novenber, 2004.

(Signature on file)
JENNI FER A. HI NESCSR No. 6029/ RPR/ CRR
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